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Geographical  Society  of  the  Pacific,  San  Francisco, 

The  Director. 
Academy  of  Science,  San  Francisco, 

L.  J.  Forbes,  Esq. 
Netherlandsche  Indie  Society,  Batayia, 

Dr.  W.  Van  Bemmelen, 
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Royal  Society  of  Canada,  Ottawa, 
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Gegraphifiche  Mittiehingen,  Giessen, 

Professor  Dr.  W.  Sievers. 

Schriften  Schleswig,  Hohstein,  Kiel,      Le  Directeur. 

L'Explorazione  Geographie,  Milan,        Le  Directeur. 

Memoirs  Polynesian,  Ethnology  and  Natural  History, 

Bernice,  Ponahi,  Bishop  Museum,  Honolulu, 

The  Director. 
Bayarian  Academy  of  Science,  Munich, 

J.  Hilsenbech,  Ph.D.,  Librarian. 
A'erhandl  ungen     Xaterwissenschaf  tlichen,     Vereins, 
Hamburg,  The  Director. 

Zeitschrift  Gesellschaft  zur  Erdkunde,  Berlin, 

The  Director. 
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"Hawaiki,"  '  '     S.  Percy  Smith,  Esq. 

South  African  Society,  Capetown, 

L.  Peringuez,  Esq. 
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Jose  G.  Aquilera,  Esq. 
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and  Queensland,  The  Secretaries. 

Royal  Societies  Victoria,  New  South  Wales,  South 
Australia  and  Tasmania,  The  Secretaries. 

School  of  Mines,  Adelaide,  The  Director, 

(^ity  Library  and  Museum,  The  Secretary. 

A  number  of  books  presented  to  the  Library, 
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.Australian  IMuseum,  Sydney,  The  Director. 
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Science  of  Man,  Sydney,  Dr.  Carroll. 

The  Agricultural  Gazette,  New  South  Wales, 

The  Minister. 

Report  Department  of  Mines  and  Agriculture,  New 
South  Wales,  The  Minister. 

Report  Department  of  Fisheries,  New  South  Wales, 

J.  A.  Brodie,  Esq. 

Report  Department  of  Laws  and  Survey,  New  South 
Wales,  The  Minister. 

Report  Department  of  Lands  and  Survey,  Welling- 
ton, New  Zealand,  eT.  H.  Marchant,  Esq. 

Report  Department  of  Mines,  Western  Australia, 

The  Minister. 

Journal  Department  of  Agriculture,  Western  Aus- 
tralia, The  Minister. 

Valuable  Series  of  Charts;  Ancient  and  Modern 
Ships,  2  vols. ;  3  vols.  Historical  Manuscript  Commission ; 
3  vols.  National  Antarctic  Expeditions  on  Geology, 
Zoology,  and  Botany;  Meteorological  Charts  of  the 
Southern  Ocean,  &c.. 

The  Government  of  South  Australia. 

A  piece  of  tin,  a  relic  of  Ernest  Giles'  Expedition — 
perforated  as  follows: — "Ernest  Giles,  September  5  to  8, 
1876,  slight  rain,  filled  iron  tank  here." 

"A  Link  of  Empire,  or  70  years  of  British  Shipping," 
and  other  books,  Mr.  Thomas  Gill. 

A  photograph  of  the  grave  of  the  late  Mr.  F.  Thring, 
a  member  of  the  McDouall  Stuart  Party;  and  a  board 
which  had  been  placed  at  the  head  of  the  grave  of  Mr. 
W.  D.  Kekwick  (since  replaced  by  a  headstone)  second  in 
command  of  McDouall  Stuart's  party,      Mr.  W.  P.  Auld. 

Part  of  Stuart's  Tree,  Van  Dieman's  Gulf,  and  some 
pieces  of  bark  from  the  Mangrove  Tree  under  which 
Stuart  deposited  his  documents. 

Professor  Stirling,  C.M.G. 

A  flag  that  was  used  at  the  funeral  of  Messrs.  Wells 
and  Jones  who  perished  in  the  Calvert  Expedition  of 
1896,  Executors  of  the  late  A.  T.  Magarey,  Esq. 

A  framed  photograph  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  T.  Magarey, 

Mrs.  Magarey. 

A  Painting  (by  Wm.  Huddlestone)  of  the  Bonython 
Range,  Northern  Territory, 

Sir  Langdon  Bonython,  C.M.G. 
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OF    THE 


af    ®u$trala$ta 

(SOUTH     AUSTRALIA.N      13RANCH). 


TWENTY-SECOND       SESSION,       1908-9. 


COUNCIL  MEETINGS. 

August  6th,  1908. 

Present — Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Mr.  A. 
W.  Piper  (Vice-President),  Messrs.  W.  P.  Auld,  A.  W. 
Dobbie,  T.  Gill,  E.  H.  Newman,  and  T.  S.  Reed  (Secretary). 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Secretary  expressing  his 
acknowledgement  for  the  gift  made  to  him  on  the  occa- 
sion of  his  ninetieth  birthday,  and  asking  the  Council  to 
accept  from  him  a  framed  photograph  of  himself. 

The  gift  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

The  President  and  Messrs.  Gill,  Newland,  Piper,  and 
Thomas,  w^ere  appointed  a  Library  Committee,  two  to 
form  a  quorum. 
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Mr.  T.  Gill  sii*j:ji:ested  the  formation  of  Botanical  and 
Ethnolofrical  Sections.  It  was  decided  to  purchase  from 
Kerry  &  Co.  of  Sydney,  a  collection  of  photographed 
natives  of  Australia  at  a  cost  of  £7  10/,  less  5  per  cent, 
discount,  and  also  a  collection  of  photographed  native 
flowers  at  12  (>.     Approved. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  death  of  Mr.  F.  W. 
Tliring,  an  honorary  member  of  the  Society,  and  also  a 
member  of  Stuart's  Exploring  Party,  and  that  he  had 
written  a  letter  of  condolence  to  Mrs.  Thring  on  behalf 
of  the  Society.     Approved. 

The  following  were  elected  members: — Messrs.  W.  D. 
Reed,  W.  O.  T.  (loodman.  and  J.  A.  Haslam. 


September'  23rd,  1908. 

Present— :Mr.  W.  P.  Wilkinson  (President),  Mr.  A.  W. 
Piper  (Vice-President),  Messrs.  W.  P.  Auld,  A.  W.  Dobbie, 
E.  H.  Bakewell,  FT.  P.  Moore,  T.  Gill,  E.  H.  Newman,  and 
T.  S.  Reed  (Sc-retary). 

A  further  letter  was  read  from  Mrs.  Johnston  stating 
j)ositively  that  the  Cannon  ]»resented  to  the  Society  was 
rai)t.  Sturts,  aud  that  Major  MitchelPs  Cannon,  of  which 
her  husband  also  had  possession,  was  exploded  and  was 
destroyed. 

The  draft  of  an  agreement  between  the  Public 
Library  Board  and  the  various  Societies  interested  in  the 
jiurchase  of  the  Episcope,  making  provision  for  the  use 
and  control  of  the  instrument,  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Gill  presented  a  valuable  series  of  books  and 
publications.      Accepted  with  thanks. 

Mr.  Auld  moved,  and  Mr.  Dobbie  seconded,  "That  the 
Representatives  of  this  Society  on  the  Committee  of  the 
movement  for  the  erection  of  a  Statue  to  Captain  Sturt, 
should  interview  the  Secretary  and  ascertain  the  position 
of  the  matter  and  report  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council." 
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October  30th,  1908. 

Present — Mr.  ^A\  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Mr.  A.  W. 
Piper  (Vice-President),  Messrs.  A.  W.  Dobbie,  W.  P.  Auld, 
Thos.  Gill,  and  T.  S.  Reed  (Secretary). 

A  letter  was  read  from  ^Ir.  Simpson  Newland  dated 
September  24th,  directing  the  attention  of  the  Society"  to 
.the  wanton  action  of  certain  persons  in  shooting  at  young 
whales  at  the  Murray  Beach,  (reported  in  The  Advertiser 
of  September  22nd),  in  order  that  the  Council  may  take 
action  in  denouncing  such  inhuman  cruelty. 

Resolved  ^*That  the  Council  desires  most  strongly  to 
condemn  the  cruelty  lately  practised  by  some  persons  in 
shooting  at  whales,  especially  cows  and  calves  about  the 
coast."  The  Council  trusts  that  there  are  comparatively 
few  people  who  would  be  guilty  of  such  unsportsmanlike 
torturing  of  harmless  animals,  and  such  idle  premature 
destruction  of  animals  of  considerable  prospective  value. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Grant  Evans,  Esq.,  of  the 
University  of  Norman,  U.S.A.  stating  that  Dr.  Gould, 
Professor  of  Geology,  has  been  instructed  to  prepare  re- 
ports dealing  with  the  geological  structure  and  the 
mineral  resources  of  the  State,  and  asking  for  the  aid  and 
co-operation  of  the  Society.     Letter  to  be  acknowledged. 

Mr.  Ernest  Conrad  was  elected  a  member. 

Resolved  that  arrangements  be  made  for  an  opening 
ceremony  of  the  York  Gate  Library  to  take  place  at  as 
early  a  date  as  possible,  and  that  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  Sir  George  Ruthven  Le  Hunte,  K.C.M.G.,  be 
asked  to  open  it. 

The  President  reported  that  steps  were  being  taken 
immediately  in  the  City  Council  in  urging  forward  the 
movement  in  favour  of  the  Sturt  Memorial. 

The  President  read  a  letter  from  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  presenting  a  number  of  books  to  the  Society. 
The  books  presented  to  be  accepted  with  thanks. 


November  27th,  1908. 

Present— Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Mr.  A.  W. 
Piper  (Vice  President),  Messrs.  W.  P.  Auld,  A.  W.  Bobbie, 
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8.  Newlaud,  R.  Kyflfin  Thomas,  E.  H.  Newman  and  T.  S. 
Reed  (Secretary). 

Tlie  IM'esident  reported  that  His  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor had  consented  to  open  ''The  York  Gate  Library," 
on  ^^'ednesday,  December  9th,  on  which  day  it  was  resol- 
ved to  hold  the  ceremony  at  8.80  p.m. 


February  17th,  1909. 

Present — Mr.  AV.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Messrs. 
S.  Newland,  H.  P.  Moore,  A.  W.  Dobbie,  R.  k!  Thomas, 
W.  P.  Aiild,  T.  (lill,  and  E.  H.  Newman. 

Mr.  Auld  stated  that  the  McDouall  Stuart  Commit- 
tee ])r<)]K)sed  to  erect  memorials  at  the  graves  of  Mr.  W. 
D.  Kekwick  the  second  in  command  of  the  Stuart  Expe- 
dition, and  Mr.  F.  W.  Thring,  a  member  of  the  Expedi 
tion,  and  desired  this  Society  to  be  associated  with  it, 
and  allow  its  name  to  be  placed  on  the  monuments.  It 
was  resolved  that  this  Society  contribute  five  guineas,  to 
be  subscribed  by  members,  and  consents  to  its  name  being 
placed  uj)on  the  memorial. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  write  the  Royal 
Society  informing  them  of  the  terms  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee room  is  held. 

The  President  read  a  copy  of  the  telegram  of  congra- 
tulation he  had  sent  to  Lieut.  Shackleton  conveying 
Christmas  greetings  and  wishing  him  suc^cess. 

The  following  were  elected  members,  Messrs.  Michael 
S.  Hawker,  W.  L.  Davidson,  and  Capt.  C.  J.  Clare. 

The  President  reported  that  the  Library  Committee 
had  arranged  for  the  books  in  the  York  Gate  Library  not 
included  in  the  printed  catalogue  to  be  catalogued. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Council  considers  it  most 
undesirable  to  allow  the  use  of  its  rooms  for  meetings 
not  under  its  control,  but  suggests  that  arrangements  be 
made  to  let  at  a  pro])er  rental  the  Lecture  Room  upstairs 
for  ron<-erts.  Lectures,  jind  other  entertainments,  the 
nature  of  which  is  a])proved  by  the  Public  Library  Board. 
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April  23rd,  1909. 

Present — Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Messrs. 
S.  Newland,  A.  W.  Dobbie,  H.  P.  Moore,  W.  P.  Auld, 
and  E.  H.  Bakewell. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  consider  arrangements  for 
the  reception  of  Lieut.  Shackleton. 

President  reported  that  he  had  telegraphed  to  Lieut. 
Shackleton  on  April  21st  as  follows: — "Geographical 
Society  welcome  you  back  to  Australia.  Hope  you  re- 
ceived two  previous  telegrams;  when  do  you  arrive  Ade- 
laide. How  long  remain.  Will  you  lecture,  or  can  you 
attend  reception?  Wilkinson  President."  And  that 
Lieut.  Shackleton  had  replied  as  follows: — "Thanks  for 
congratulations,  arrive  in  xVdelaide  May  8th,  leave  May 
13th,  glad  attend  reception.  Arrange  Mawson.  Shackle- 
ton." 

The  President  reported  that  he  had  seen  Mr.  Douglas 
Mawson,  and  ascertained  that  it  had  been  arranged  for 
Lieut.  Shackleton  to  give  two  lectures  at  the  University 
on  May  8th  and  10th,  that  he  had  interviewed  the  Uni- 
versity representatives  who  w^ere  arranging  for  Lieut. 
Shackleton's  lectures,  and  that  satisfactory  arrangements 
had  been  made  respecting  the  proposed  reception. 

It  was  resolved  that  a  reception  be  held  at  the  Town 
Hall  on  Saturday  morning,  the  8th  inst.,  at  11.30  a.m., 
that  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  Premier,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  University,  and  the  Mayor  be  invited  to 
speak,  and  Ihat  invitations  be  sent  to  the  Ministers  of 
the  Crown,  Members  of  Parliament,  the  Mayor  and  Cor- 
poration, the  Koyal  Society,  the  Public  Library  Boards 
and  the  Headmasters  of  Colleges  and  Schools. 


May  6th,  1909. 

Present— Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Mr.  A.  W. 
Piper  (Vice-President),  Messrs.  S.  Newland,  A.  W. 
Dobbie,  W.  P.  Auld,  A.  M.  Simpson,  H.  P.  Moore,  C.  J. 
Sanders,  and  T.  S.  Keed  (Secretary). 
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The  nieetiiiji:  was  held  to  finalise  the  arrangements 
for  the  recei^tion  of  T.ieiit.  Shackleton. 

It  was  decided  that  the  Council  shonld  assemble  at 
the  Railway  Station,  and  meet  Lieut.  Shackleton  on  his 
arrival,  and  subsequently  meet  at  the  Mayor's  Parlour^ 
iit  11. -0  a.m. 


June  10th,  1909. 

Present — Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Messrs. 
A.  W.  Dobbie,  A.  M.  Simpson,  H.  P.  Moore,  W.  P.  Auld, 
T.  Gill,  E.  H.  Newman,  and  T.  S.  Eeed  (Secretary). 

The  following  were  elected  members: — Messrs.  L.  W. 
Donaldson,  J.  T.  Hackett,  T.  W.  Idle,  A.  D.  Sawers,  J. 
M.  Pittendrigh,  and  R.  Dubois. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  Kulezki  asking  if  the 
Society  would  furnish  him  with  information  for  a  book 
he  was  publishing  on  Australian  Geography,  Ethnology, 
Fauna,  and  Flora.  It  was  resolved  that  a  cop3'  of  the 
f^ociety's  Proceedings  be  sent. 

A  letter  was  read  from  A.  G.  H.  Howitt  of  Stockport, 
England,  asking  if  the  Society  could  assist  him  in  a 
Museum  he  was  establishing  of  the  productions  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Colonies.  Letter  to  be  referred  to  the 
Royal  Society,  and  the  Secretary  to  inform  Mr.  Howitt. 

The  Annual  Meeting  was  fixed  for  Friday,  25tli  June, 
at  3.30  p.m. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  President  for  his 
prompt  action  in  arranging  the  reception  of  Lieut.  Shack- 
leton, and  the  successful  manner  in  which  it  w^as  carried 
out. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Royal  Society  stating  that 
they  i)roposed  to  use  the  small  room  jointly  Dy  both 
So('ieties  for  the  safe  keeping  of  certain  volumes  for 
which  they  have  no  suitable  accomodation,  and  suggest- 
ing that  any  necessary  shelving  required  in  the  future 
could  be  done  by  mutual  arrangement.    Approved. 

It  was  decided  to  mount  and  frame  a  photograph  of 
members  of  the  Shackleton  Expedition  taken  in  Adelaide, 
when  on  their  return  to  England.  The  photograph  was 
presented  by  Mr.  E.  K.  Thomas  who  was  thanked  for  the 
gift. 
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Mr.  W.  P.  Aiild  presented  a  photograph  of  the  grave 
of  Mr.  F.  W.  Thring,  a  member  of  the  Stuart  Party,  and 
was  thanked. 

Sir  Langdon  Bonython  presented  a  photograph  of 
himself,  and  was  thanked. 

Secretary  laid  on  the  table  an  Ethnological  Album  of 
Australian  Natives,  and  an  Album  of  Botanical  and 
Ethnological  Post  Cards  which  he  had  prepared,  also  the 
Nucleus  of  a  large  Ethnological  Album  of  various  Races. 
The  Secretary  was  authorised  to  make  enquiries  for  the 
purpose  of  enlarging  the  collection,  and  was  thanked  for 
the  presentation. 


ATTENDANCE    ROLL    DURING    THE    YEAR. 


COT  NOIL  MEETINGS,  8. 

W.  B.  Wilkinson  J.P.,  (President)   ....  8 

A.  W.  Piper  (Vice-President) 6 

Bonython,  Sir  Langdon,  M.H.R.,  J.P.   .  .  0 

S.  Newland,  J.P 5 

R.  K.  Thomas,  J.P 2 

Dobbie,  A.  W.,  J.P 8 

Auld,  W.  P 5 

Simpson,  A.  M.,  J.P 2 

Bakewell,  E.  H.,  J.P 2 

Lewis,  Hon.  J.,  M.L.C.f 0 

Moore,  H.  P.,  J.P 4 

Gill,  T.  I.S.O.,  J.P.,  (Hon.  Treasurer)   . .  5 

Newman,  E.  H.,  LL.B.,  (Hon.  Secretary)  5 

Sanders,  C.  J.,  (Hon.  Secretary) 1 

t     Absent  from  the  State. 
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THE  YORK  GATE  LIBRARY. 

The  opening-  ceremony  of  ''The  York  Gate  Library,"^ 
which  was  acquired  some  time  ago  by  the  Society,  and 
whicli  has  been  shelved  in  the  large  room  in  the  New 
^Ving  of  thit  Library  Building,  was  performed  by  His 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  Sir  George  Le  Hunte, 
K.C3I.(i.,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  December  8th,  1908, 
before  a  large  attendance. 

The  President  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  (Mr. 
W.  B.  AVilkinson),  who  presided,  in  asking  His  Excellency 
to  declare  the  Library  open,  said  the  opening  of  the  Y''ork 
Gate  Library  constituted  a  most  important  chapter  in  the 
history    of    the      Society.         It     would     ever     be     the 
red    letter    day    of    its    existence,    and    he    was    glad 
that    before    leaving    South    Australia   His   Excellency 
the     Governor     was     able     to     perform     the     opening 
ceremony.     (Hear,  hear.)       It  was  most  fitting  that  he 
should  do  so,  as  he  had  always  taken  a  very  deep  and  ac- 
tive* interest  in  the  Society's  affairs.    He  himself  was  per- 
sonally indebted  to  the  Governor  for  the  gracious  and 
ready  assistance  lie  had  given  him  during  the  past  two 
sessions,  and  he  could  truly  say  he  would  greatly  miss 
him.     He  took  the  opportunity  in  behalf  of  the  Council 
and  members  of  the  Society  to  heartily  congratulate  His 
p]xcellency  on  his  appointment  as  Governor  of  Trinidad. 
(Hear,  hear).      On  a  former  occasion  he  had  expressed  the 
gratitude  they  felt  to  the  Government  of  South  Australia 
for  providing  the  Geographical  and  other  affiliated  socie- 
ties with  the  excellent  accommodation  in  the  new  wing  of 
the  Institute.     When  they  looked   round  at  the   lofty, 
spacious,   and    convenient    Library,   they    realized    more 
deeply  than  ever  the  great  boon  that  had  been  conferred 
upon  them,  and  the  various  societies  that  had  been  pro- 
vided for  in  a  similar  manner,  and  they  must  always  re- 
member that  it  was   the   purchase   of  the   York   Gate 
Library  that  led  to  the  erection  of  the  new  wing.    Before 
asking  His  Excellency  to  declare  the  Librarj^  open,  he 
desired  to  give  a  brief  explanation  as  to  its  acquisition, 
and  a  short  description  of  a  few  of  the  principal  works. 
The  late  Mr.  Stephen  AY.  Silver,  the  founder  of  the  York 
Gat(*  Library,  w^as  for  many  years  the  head  of  the  well- 
known  firm  of  S.  W.  Silver*  &  Co.,  Cornhill,  London,  and 
had   extensive  business   relations   with  Australia.     Mr. 
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Silver  (after  whom  Silvertown  in  England  was  named), 
was  an  enthusiastic  book  collector,  and  his  library  of  over 
5,000  volumes,  which  occupied  some  35  years  to  accumu- 
late, was  kept  at  his  town  house,  3  York  Gate,  and  was 
one  of  the  most  comprehensive  of  its  kind  collected  by  a 
private  individual.  The  library  was  specially  noteworthy 
for  books  of  voyages  and  travels,  of  which  a  large  number 
were  on  Australia,  Xew  Zealand,  and  Polynesia.  There 
were  many  old  and  valuable  as  well  as  modern  works  on 
the  Arctic  regions,  and  the  collection  contained  a  mine 
of  information  on  Africa  and  its  adjacent  islands.  A 
catalogue  of  the  books  on  Europe  and  Asia  would  form 
no  small  volume  in  itself;  and  science  in  all  its  branches 
was  well  represented.  Perhaps  the  library  would  have 
more  real  interest  for  the  student  than  for  the  average 
reader  of  modern  literature,  in  which  fiction  formed  so 
large  a  part.  Negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  the  library 
were  opened  soon  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Silver  in  1905, 
and  the  acquisition  of  it  was  largely  due  to  the  energy 
and  enthusiasm  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gill,  I.S.O.,  J.P.,  Under 
Treasurer  of  the  State,  who  was  also  Treasurer  of  the 
Society.  Mr.  Gill  was  a  lover  of  books,  and  a  biblio- 
grapher, whose  work  was  w^ell  known  here  and  in  the  old 
country.  (Hear,  hear).  The  purchase  of  the  library  was 
made  possible  by  employing  the  bequest  to  the  Royal 
Geographical  Society  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Elder,  a 
former  Vice-President  of  the  Society,  together  with 
amounts  generously  subscribed  by  Sir  Langdon  Bony- 
thon,  Messrs.  11.  Barr  Smith,  R.  Kyffin  Thomas,  John 
Darling.  John  Gordon,  Henry  Rymill,  George  Wilcox,  A. 
M.  Simpson,  T.  R.  Scarfe,  W.  Milne,  C.  H.  Goode,  and 
Richard  Smith.  In  a  letter  dated  October  20th,  1905,  to 
the  Agent-General  (through  whom  the  negotiations  for 
the  purchase  of  the  Library  were  conducted),  the  late 
Mrs.  Silver  said: — ^^I  trust  you  will  be  able  to  assure  me 
that  the  York  Gate  Library  will  be  kept  together  as  a 
whole,  and  not  scattered,  and  that  the  photograph  I  am 
presenting  will  be  hung  in  the  same  room  with  the 
library  ...  I  am  told  on  all  sides  that  I  am  making 
a  great  sacrifice,  but  my  late  husband  loved  the  Colonies, 
and  I  shall  never  regret  that  this  library  has  gone  to  one 
of  the  rising  ones,  though,  of  course,  some  do  not  like 
such  a  valuable  collection  leaving  the  mother  country.'^ 
At  the  moment  it  was  not  possible  to  compute  the  market 
value  of  the  collection  as  a  whole;  but  it  was  insured  by 
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:Mi-.  Silver  for  £0,000.  A  very  elaborate  and  well-bound 
reference  catalogue  published  in  1886  accompanied  the 
library.    In  the  preface  Mr.  Silver  said  of  this  catalogue: 

"It  'may,  I  hoi)e,  possibly  draw  attention  to  the  pros- 

]>ects  and  resources  of  our  Colonies,  a  subject  with  urgent 
claims  upon  the  study  of  the  politician  and  the  statesman, 
as  well  as  the  merchant  and  the  capitalist;  and  not  as 
mere  dependencies,  but  as  component  parts  of  the  Em- 
igre which,  at  no  distant  future,  must  become  of  greater 
importance  in  the  world  than  the  mother  country  her- 
self." Perha])S  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  interesting 
works  in  the  library  was  the  collection  of  De  Bry,  pub- 
lished in  Latin  in  the  years  1590  to  1624  in  19  volumes. 
He.  understood  that  only  three  or  four  complete  sets  of 
the  original  editions  forming  the  collection  were  known 
to  exist,  one  of  which  was  in  the  Grenville  Library. 
British  Museum,  and  one  in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Ox- 
ford. It  was  stated  that  a  set  passed  through  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Quaritch,  and  realized  no  less  a  sum  than  £670. 
Other  works  included: — Berlinghieri's  '"Study  of  Geo- 
graphy," written  in  Italian  verse,  published  in  1480,  and 
beautifully  bound  in  crushed  Levant  morocco.  The  maps 
— the  most  valuable  part  of  the  work — afforded  curious 
indications  of  the  knowledge  of  Eastern  geography 
possessed  by  Europeans  in  the  fifteenth '  century.  (The 
value  of  this  work,  he  Avas  told,  was  about  £50).  Belzoni's 
magnificent  work  on  Egypt  and  Nubia  was  also  of  in- 
tci'est  on  account  of  its  sumptuous  binding  in  inlaid  lea- 
ther work  in  exquisite  colours,  which  added  considerably 
to  its  intrinsic  value.  Gould's  "Birds  and  Mammals  of 
Australia,"  in  11  large  folio  volumes,  published  in  1848 
to  1869,  contained  863  beautifully  coloured  plates.  The 
«et  was  in  fine  condition,  and  probablv  could  not  be  pur- 
chas(Hl  for  less  than  £300.  "Catalogue  of  the  Different 
Sjiecimens  of  Cloth,"  collected  in  the  three  voyages  of 
Capt.  Cook  from  1768  to  1779.  There  were  40  samples  of 
oloth  contained  in  the  volume.  They  were  very  quaint 
and  ])rimitive  in  character,  and  certainly  did  not  compare 
favourably  with  the  materials  produced  at  the  Lobethal 
Tweed  Factory.  There  were  also  the  original  manuscript 
of  George  Borrow's  famous  work,  entitled  "The  Zincali; 
or  An  Account  of  the  Gipsies  of  Spain,"  with  an  original 
collection  of  songs  and  poetry;  an  exceptionally  fine  copy 
of  Boydell's  "The  Kiver  Thames"  in  two  volumes,  pub- 
lished in  1794  containing  76  beautifully  coloured  plates 
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of  the  famous  river  and  its  neighbourhood;  Capt.  Hall's 
copy  of  his  voyage  to  Oorea  and  the  great  Loo-Choo  Is- 
land,  with   coloured  plates,  had  many  of  the  author's 
quaint  original  sketches  inserted  throughout  the  volume, 
which  was  published  90  years  ago  (1818).     In  looking 
through  this  volume  he  noticed  a  sample  of  paper  on 
•which  the  author  had  written  ''This  is  used  by  the  natives 
instead  of  pocket  handkerchiefs  to  wipe  the  face."    There 
were  two  very  curious  books  on  bees.     The  publications 
were  dated  1634  and  1657,  but  they  contained  much  in 
formation  of  value  at  the  presnt  day.    A  copy  of  Werner' 
''Nile  Sketches"  included  some  beautiful  reproduction  ift 
colours,  and  the  copy  offered  a  good  example  of  ornate 
modern   bookbinding.     "The   Institutes   of   Menu,"   two 
volumes  of  Sanskrit  text,  with  translation,  was  a  fine 
specimen!  of  printers',  typefounders',  papermakers',  and 
bookbinders'  art.    The  mere  handling  of  such  a  work  gave 
a  pleasure  not  easily  defined.     Among  learned  societies' 
publications  found  in  the  library  might  be  noted  a  com- 
plete set  of  113  volumes  issued  by  the  Hakluyt  Society, 
w^hich  were  of  very  considerable  value.    He  also  directed 
attention   to   three   valuable   works   by   George   French 
Angas,  brother  of  the  late  John  Howard  and  son  of  the 
late  George  Fife  Angas.     George  French  Angas  was  a 
consumate  artist,  and  the  three  works  now  on  view  were 
a   lasting  memorial   of  his   skill.     They   were: — "South 
Australia  and  its  Aboriginal  Inhabitants,"  containing  60 
coloured  plates.    "The  New  Zealanders"  (illustrated), — 60 
fine    large    coloured    plates    representing    native    types, 
houses,  monuments,  weapons,  «&c.,  of  the  Maori  people; 
also  six  beautiful  water  colour  paintings  of  scenes  in  Rio 
Janeiro.    These  latter  were  the  originals  and  had  no  text. 
He  also  mentioned    Desliens    "Mappemonde,"    1566,    (a 
facsimile  of  the  original  in  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale, 
Paris).     It  exhibited  the  whole  world  as  known  in  that 
year,  the  new  discoveries  and  conquests  of  the  several 
European   Powers   being   indicated   by  their   respective 
national  flags.    The  item  was  a  fine  specimen  of  the  work 
of  a  skilled  draftsman.    All  the  works  he  had  enumerated 
had  been  placed  on  the  tables,  and  he  trused  they  would 
inspect  them  at  the  close  of  the  ceremony.    (Applause). 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  congratulated  the 
Society,  and  through  the  Society,  the  people  of  South 
Australia,  on  the  acquisition  of  the  important,  valuable, 
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and  beautiful  additions  to  the  works  of  art  and  value 
which  tliey  already  possessed.  They  might  congratulate 
the  library  u])on  the  building  in  which  it  was  housed. 
The  room  was  a  magnificent  one  for  the  purpose,  and  in 
every  respect  worthy  of  the  contents.  (Hear,  hear).  He 
had  pleasure  in  declaring  the  library  open,  and  he  men- 
tioned that  he  had  asked  to  be  allowed  to  contribute  a 
little  mite  in  the  shape  of  a  few  books  of  travel,  which 
he  thought  might  prove  to  be  of  interest,  and  he  had 
also  asked  the  President  if  he  would  allow  him  to  lend 
the  Society — he  could  not  part  with  it  altogether — a  com- 
])lete  set  of  the  English  Royal  Geographical  Society's 
Journals  from  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  up  to 
the  ju'esent  year.  He  hoped  that  would  be  placed  at  the 
service  of  the  Society ;  but  he  asked  that  as  regarded  the 
journals  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  be  removed  from 
the  library  itself.  They  were  most  interesting,  and  con- 
tained papers  on  and  illustrations  and  maps  of  a  great 
many  little  known  parts  of  the  world.  He  had  much  plea- 
sure in  declaring  the  library  open.     (Applause). 

The  Premier  (Hon.  T.  Price)  moved  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  His  Excellency  the  Governor.  He  had  been  brought 
much  into  contact  during  the  last  four  years  with  Sir 
George,  and  he  thought  His  Excellency  would  say  that 
they  had  got  on  fairly  well  together — (His  Excellency, 
"Very  well,") — and  they  were  parting  friends — ^true 
friends — not  the  friends  that  appeared  on  the  surface 
and  were  something  else  underneath.  (Hear,  hear).  He 
congratulated  the  Society  and  those  who  took  a  deep» 
active  interest  in  looking  after  such  affairs,  upon  having 
possession  of  so  valuable  a  library.  If  he  remembered 
rightly  the  present  room  was  not  intended  for  the  library, 
but  the  idea  was  to  have  a  little  inside  room,  which  was 
to  have  been  made  fireproof;  but  the  Society  had  got  the 
biggest  room,  and  no  one  begrudged  it.  Now  they  had 
the  room  and  the  shelves  and  the  books,  he  hoped  they 
would  not  allow  the  dust  to  accumulate,  but  that  some 
one  would  make  use  of  the  volumes.  (Hear,  hear).  It 
was  necessary  to  read  good  books.  While  they,  as  busy 
people,  had  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  subjugation 
and  conquest  of  country  in  order  to  make  it  productive^ 
they  should  not  forget  or  neglect  the  higher  arts.  They 
had  not  arrived  at  that  stage,  as  people  had  in  some  other 
countries,  when  books  were  left  to  one  section  of  the 
community,  which  looked  down  upon  those  who  had  to» 
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carry  out  the  industrial  side  of  life.  The  people  in  the 
State  were  battling  away  with  the  conditions  of  life,  and 
they  were  all  the  better  when  they  took  up  books.  When 
they  did  that  they  helped  to  buiid  up  the  Empire.  The 
people  in  South  Australia  had  not  got  dry  rot,  but  meant 
business.  The  library  meant  business,  and  if  it  fulfilled 
its  mission,  then  the  money  spent  by  the  Government 
with  the  greatest  grace  would  not  be  wasted.   (Applause), 

The  President  of  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Pub- 
lic Library,  Museum,  and  Art  Gallery  (Mr.  W.  J.  Sowden) 
seconded.  He  congratulated  his  fellow  members  of  the 
Eo3^al  Geographical  Society  of  South  Australia  on  their 
valuable  acquisition.  The  Premier  had  given  a  quie^t  hint 
that  books  were  to  be  read  as  well  as  their  bindings  in- 
spected. He  agreed  with  him  because  he  admitted  with  a 
great  deal  of  regret  that  when  the  Public  Library  Board 
some  time  ago  provided  a  unique  opportunity  for  secon- 
dary education  of  the  young  men  and  young  women  of 
South  Australia,  it  was  not  utilized  to  the  extent  it 
should  have  been.  Under  the  arrangement  that  was 
made,  if  there  was  any  young  man  or  woman  connected 
with  any  institute  in  South  Australia  who  wished  to 
pursue  any  particular  line  of  study  in  any  branch,  that 
person  had  simply  to  send  through  the  secretary  of  the 
institute  to  the  Public  Library  asking  for  literature  on 
the  subject,  and  the  best  standard  work  upon  the  ques- 
tion would  be  lent  to  the  person  applying  for  it  for  four 
months.  (Applause).  He  wished  to  thank  the  Premier 
in  the  name  of  the  Public  Library  Board  for  his  reference 
to  Mr.  Thomas  Gill  as  the  father  of  the  bibliography  of 
South  Australia.  With  the  goodwill  of  the  Government, 
the  Board  intended  to  -prepare  what  w^ould  be  the  finest 
bibliography  yet  in  existence  of  any  Australian  State, 
and  they  would  owe  the  original  of  that  to  Mr.  Gill, 
(Hear,  hear).  He  wished  to  express  his  thanks  and  gra- 
titude to  the  Government — he  said  it  advisedly,  and  mak- 
ing allowances  for  the  prosperous  ^.^cr^mstances  of  South 
Australia  at  present— for  having  given  greater  encour- 
agement to  art,  literature,  and  general  culture  in  South 
Australia  through  the  institutions  in  Education  Square, 
than  had  been  given  by  any  previous  Government.  (Hear, 
hear).  The  Premier  had  recognised  that  the  institutions 
were  not  provided  for  those  who  had  the  money  to  buy 
the  things  for  themselves,  but  for  the  poorest  people  who 
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could  not  get  their  own  pictures  or  literature,  and  to 
whom  the  institutions  were  a  godsend.  He  joined  in  the 
word  of  appreciation  of  His  Excellency.  It  would  be  in 
the  annals  of  the  Society — not  a  small  record — that  the 
most  travelled  man  in  South  Australia  in  the  person  of 
His  Excellency,  and  also  the  gentleman  most  at  home 
in  it,  had  conferred  the  distinction  upon  the  Society  of 
having  opened  the  finest  geographical  library  in  South 
Australia.  (Hear,  hear).  In  the  formal  act  of  seconding 
the  vote,  and  in  congratulating  His  Excellency  upon  lii$^ 
new  appointment,  he  conveyed  the  thanks  of  the  Public 
Library  Board  to  Sir  George  for  his  active,  and  not 
merely  sentimental,  interest  in  the  library  and  its  allied 
institutions.     (Applause). 

His  Excellency  acknowledged  the  vote. 

The  President  said  there  was  one  other  duty,  and  that 
was  to  pass  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Gill  for  his  action  in 
connection  with  the  acquisition  of  the  library.  They 
should  show  their  appreciations  of  his  labours. 
The  vote  having  been  heartily  accorded, 
Mr.  T.  Gill,  I.S.O.,  said  he  had  only  done  his  duty 
as  a  colonial  born  and  as  a  member  of  the  Geographical 
Society.  He  was  gratified  to  be  present  to  see  that  the 
library  was  stored  within  South  Australia.  Professor 
Henderson  stimulated  him  to  move  in  the  matter,  and 
through  the  generosity  of  the  wealthy  men  of  the  State^ 
they  were  able,  with  the  assistance  of  Elder,  Smith,  &  Co., 
Limited,  to  secure  £500  in  a  few  hours.  That  was  an  un- 
])aralleled  feat  in  colonial  history.  They  were  indebted 
to  all  the  donors,  and  to  the  Premier  for  the  building. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

The  ceremonial  proceedings  then  closed,  and  the 
visitors  spent  some  time  in  inspecting  the  literary  trea- 
«m'es  so  lavishly  displayed. 


of   Eustralasta 

(SOUTH      AUSTRALIAN      BRANCH). 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 
June  25,  1909. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  South  Australian  Branch 
of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  of  Australasia  was 
held  at  the  Society's  rooms  on  Friday  afternoon,  June 
25,  1909.  His  Excellency  the  Governor  (Admiral  Sir  Pay 
Bosanquet)  presided. 

— His  Excellency's  Address. — 
His  Excellency  said  : — "  The  South  Australian 
Branch  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  of  Austra- 
lasia has  been  in  existence  nearly  25  years.  Your  Pre- 
sident was  a  member  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society 
of  England  before  this  branch  was  formed.  Mr.  Thomas 
Gill  was  the  original  treasurer,  and  was  appointed  at  the 
first  meeting  in  the  Town  Hall,  Adelaide,  in  1885.  Since 
its  formation  this  Society  has  done  everything  possible  to 
encourage  exploration,  especially  with  reference  to  Aus- 
tralia, and  to  extend  geographical  science  and  knowledge 
generally.  The  Society  took  a  special  interest  in  the  ex- 
pedition of  Lieut.  Shackleton  for  the  exploration  of  the 
antarctic  regions.  (Hear,  hear.)  Our  thanks  are  due  to 
the  President  (Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson)  and  to  the  treasurer 
(Mr.  Thomas  (MU)  who  have  devoted  so  much  time  and 
trouble  to  ensure  the  prosperity  of  the  Society.  This 
South  Australian  branch  has  taken  a  vigorous  part  in  all 
matters  of  geographical  interest  during  the  last  25  years. 
The  President  has  worked  hard  to  advance  the  interests 
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of  tlie  Society.  I  believe  that  iii.y  predecessor  took  a  great 
interest  in  your  proceedinjjs,  and  I  hope  that,  although 
without  his  experience  in  such  matters,  I  may  be  able  in 
some  small  way  to  be  of  like  assistance. 

— Geographical  Exploration. — 

The  science  of  geography  presents  itself  to  our  view 
under  many  aspects,  two  of  w^hich,  howeA^er,  are  speci- 
ally interesting  to  the  popular  comi)rehension.  First,  the 
history  and  the  study  of  geographical  exploration  and 
discovery  and  the  distribution  and  relation  of  the  earth's 
surface,  including  winds  and  currents.  Second,  the  dis- 
tribution and  relation  of  the  great  classes  of  plants  and 
animals  which  cover  the  surface  of  the  earth  and  of  man 
himself,  together  with  climatic  conditions.  The  history 
of  ge()grai)hical  discovery  is  a  deeply  interesting  study; 
the  numerous  volumes  of  Hakluyt's  early  voyages  are 
more  absorbing  than  any  novel;  and  the  adventures  and 
explorations  of  a  Sven  Hedin  and  a  Shackleton  are 
eagerly  demanded  in  book  form  by  every  section  of  civi- 
lized communities  throughout  the  world.  From  the  days 
that  the  Xuivmberg  geographers,  taking  their  estimate 
of  Marco  Polo's  daily  journeys  as  their  basis,  represen- 
ted on  their  nmps  the  Continent  of  Asia  as  stretching 
across  the  Pacitic,  and  having  its  eastern  shore  some- 
where in  the  region  of  the  Antilles,  the  history  of  ex- 
ploration and  discovery  has  maintained  its  absorbing 
interest.  It  was  the  Nuremberg  confusion  which  misled 
<'hristo]»her  Oolumbus  into  believing  that  by  sailing  120 
deg.  west  he  would  reach  the  wealthy  marts  of  China, 
and  th(4"efore  that  confusion  resulted  in  the  discovery  by 
Columbus  in  1492  of  the  Continent  of  America. 

— Winds  and  Currents. — 
Without  the  invention  of  the  chronometer  and  the 
study  of  the  winds  and  currents  the  progress  of  discovery 
would  have  been  greatly  retarded,  as  witness  the  extra- 
ordinary although  true  story  of  the  lost  islands  of  Men- 
dana  in  15G7,  and  lost  (though  frequently  searched  for) 
for  200  years,  till  rediscovered  by  Carteret  and  Bougain- 
ville in  17G7.  The  original  discoverer  died  in  poverty  of 
a  broken  heart,  as  every  one  believed  his  story  and  his 
observations  to  be  false  and  fabricated.  The  loss  of  the 
Solomon  Islands  for  200  years  was  due  to  the  great 
equatorial  current,  and  the  difficultv,  without  a  chrono- 
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meter,  of  fixing  the  longitude.  The  ancient  charts  in  the 
Public  Library  recently  reproduced  from  those  in  the 
British  Museum  are  of  special  interest  to  Australians, 
proving  as  they  do  that  some  idea  of  a  great  south  con- 
tinent was  present  in  the  minds  of  the  people  who  com- 
piled that  chart  about  the  year  1530.  Though  Australia 
itself  had  not  been  discovered  New  Guinea  was  known, 
and  the  imagination  of  the  chartographer  appears  to  have 
rarried  him  away  in  his  delineations  of  the  discovery. 
These  matters,  however,  are  mostly  connected  with  the 
history  of  geography. 

— Climatic  Changes. — 

The  science  of  geography  in  its  second  popular  aspect 
has  always  been  to  my  mind  a  fascinating  study.  Lieut. 
Shackleton's  expedition  found  coalseams  and  sandstone 
with  pebbles  rounded  by  running  water,  raised  beaches, 
and  petrified  fish  in  85  deg.  south  latitude.  Dr.  Marshall, 
of  Otago  X^niversity,  points  out  this,  and  demonstrates 
absolutely  that  climatic  conditions  were  very  different 
once.  There  are  many  other  similar  observations  over 
certain  portions  of  the  earth,  pointing  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, showing  also  that  periodic  changes  in  the  features 
of  the  earth's  surface  have  occurred.  In  studying  these 
phenomena  many  facts  of  the  greatest  interest  are 
brought  to  light,  involving  speculations  upon  the  causes 
of  the  vast  changes  which  must  have  taken  place  during 
countless  ages,  not  only  in  the  features  of  the  earth's  sur- 
face, but  also  in  its  climatic  conditions,  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  plants  and  animals  whose  life  depends  upon  the 
temperature.  Dr.  Croll,  in  his  "Climate  and  Time,"  1875, 
and  ^^Climate  and  Cosmology,"  1886,  advanced  the  theory 
that  the  strongly  contrasted  climates  of  the  Pleistocene 
period  were  the  indirect  result  of  the  increased  eccen- 
tricity of  the  earth's  orbit,  combined  with  the  precession 
of  the  equinox  and  the  consequent  variation  in  winds 
and  currents.  The  precession  of  the  equinox  and  the 
revolutions  of  the  apsides,  together  with  the  attraction  of 
the  nodes  of  the  moon's  orbit,  are  the  causes  of  that 
periodic  alteration  in  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  the 
earth  which  enabled  Norman  Lockyer  to  calculate  the 
date  of  the  buildings  and  to  ascertain  the  limits  of  the 
occupation  of  the  Egyptian  temples.  These  movements 
by  alternately  increasing  and  decreasing  the  obliquity  of 
the  ecliptic  Dr.  Croll   regards   as   more   likely   to   have 
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influenced  the  alteration  in  the  climatic  conditions  as^ 
well  as  in  features  of  the  earth's  surface  and  the  conse- 
quent distribution  of  the  plants  and  animals  than  any 
other  causes  operating  towards  the  solution  of  the 
problem.  The  alterations  in  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic 
were  more  or  less  knowm  to  the  Chaldeans,  w^hose  cal- 
culations, based  on  an  incomplete  form,  led  them  erron- 
eously to  suppose  that  403,000  years  before  the  entry 
of  Alexander  into  Babylon  the  ecliptic  had  been 
l)erpendicular  to  the  equator. 

— World  Movements. — 

My  present  desire  is  to  draw  attention  to  an  article 
in  The  Advertiser  of  June  12  entitled  ''World  Move- 
ments," which  appears  to  point  to  a  new  light  on  this 
theory  in  a  work  by  Dr.  Heinrich  Simroth,  Professor  of 
Zoology  at  Leii)zig  I^niversity,  who  credits  the  origin  of 
the  idea  to  Paul  Riebisch,  a  civil  engineer,  in- 
his  study  of  the  pendulum  movements.  The  subject 
is  of  absorbing  interest,  and  any  accurate  summary 
of  Dr.  Heinrich  Simroth's  and  Mr.  Paul  Reibisch's 
views  would  be  eagerly  w'elcomed  by  all  who  are 
interested  in  physical  science.  To  the  best  of  my 
Ix'lief,  except  in  so  far  as  has  been  suggested  in- 
Dr.  ('roll's  works,  it  has  hitherto  been  supposed  that  the 
laws  which  governed  the  periodical  variations  in  the 
oblicpiity  of  the  ecliptic  prevented  any  alteration  in  the 
direction  of  the  earth's  axis  of  suflicient  importance  to 
orcasion  great  changes  in  the  temperature  and  shape  of 
tlie  earth's  surface;  but  Dr.  Croll  says  the  important  fact 
was  overlooked  that,  although  the  glacial  epoch  could  not 
result  directly  from  an  increase  of  eccentricity,  it  might 
n(Mertheless  do  so  indirectly.  The  subject,  however,  is 
full  of  interest  to  the  student  of  the  science  of  geographv 
in  all  its  branches,  and  I  recommend  it  to  the  notice  of 
th<'  members  of  this  Society  as  an  interesting  unsolved 
]M(>blem  in  the  science  of  geography." 

The  President  (^Ir.  W.  B.  Wilkinson)  presented  the 
annual  report,  and  in  moving  its  adoption  said: — 

"On  the  last  ocrasion  when  we  assembled  here  our 
late  Governor  (Sir  George  Ruthven  Le  Hunte)  informed 
us  that  he  had  just  received  a  cable  announcing  the  ap- 
l)ointment  of  Admiral  Sir  Day  Hort  Bosanquet  as  Gov- 
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ernor  of  South  Australia,  and  congratulated  the  State 
on  the  appointment.  Sir  George  ventured  the  prophecy 
that  the  Geographical  Society  would  receive  valuable 
support  from  his  successor,  and  I  am  indeed  happy  to 
tell  you  that  Sir  George  has  proved  a  true  prophet.  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  has  already  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  Patron  to  the  Society,  and  by  his  presence  here 
to-day  has  manifested  his  personal  interest  in  our  aims 
and  objects.  Our  late  Patron  took  a  practical  part  in 
the  Society-s  affairs,  and  on  two  occasions  contributed 
most  interesting  papers  at  our  evening  meetings.  I  am 
not  without  hope  that  our  present  Patron  may  also  be 
prevailed  upon  to  meet  us  during  the  coming  session  and 
tell  us  something  of  his  varied  experiences  by  sea  and  by 
land.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  tender  His  Excellency  a  hearty 
invitation  to  address  one  of  our  evening  meetings.  (Hear^ 
hear.) 

PRESIDENT'S    REPORT 

The  Society  has  just  concluded  one  of  the  most 
memorable  years  of  its  existence,  the  chief  event  being 
the  opening  of  the  York  Gate  Library-  on  December  8  last 
The  ceremony  was  performed  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
gathering  of  members  and  invited  guests  by  Sir  George 
Ruthven  Le  Hunte,  who  congratulated  the  Society  and 
the  people  of  South  Australia  on  the  acquisition  of  what 
he  described  as  the  "important,  valuable,  and  beautiful 
additions  to  the  works  of  art  and  value  which  the  Society 
possessed."  He  said,  '^they  might  also  congratulate  the 
Society  upon  the  building  in  which  it  was  housed.  The 
room  was  a  magnificent  one  for  the  purpose,  and  in  every 
respect  Avorthy  of  the  contents."  The  Premier  (the  late 
Hon.  T.  Price),  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  His  Ex- 
cellency, said  he  also  congratulated  the  Society  and  those 
who  took  a  deep  and  active  interest  in  looking  after  such 
affairs  upon  having  possession  of  so  valuable  a  library. 
A  special  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  Hon.  Trea- 
surer of  the  Society  (Mr.  Thomas  Gill,  I.S.O.)  for  his 
eft'orts  in  securing  the  library  for  the  people  of  South 
Australia. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  Council  records  the 
following  deaths,  which  have  taken  place  during  the 
year: — 
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Ernest  J.  Eitel,  M.A.,  Ph.D.,  a  former  member  of  the 
Coiiucil  who  died  on  November  10,  1908.  He  was  a  man 
of  profound  learning-,  for  nearly  20  years  occupied  a  posi- 
tion as  licad  of  the  Educational  De])artment  in  the  Colony 
of  Hon«»  Konji,  and  for  18  years  was  Editor  of  The  China 
Review,  prior  to  which  he  was  Private  Secretary  for  two 
years  to  the  then  Governor  of  Hong  Kong  (Sir  John  Pope 
Hennessy),  and  had  filled  many  appointments  of  Govern- 
ment Commissions.  Dr.  Eitel  was  the  author  of  "A  His- 
tory of  Hong  Kong,"  "Chinese  Dictionary  in  the  Can- 
tonese Dialect,"  "The  Handbook  of  Buddhism,"  and 
"Lectures  on  Fungshui,"  and  for  a  number  of  years  was 
Pastor  of  St.  Stephen's  Lutheran  Church,  Adelaide. 

Charles  Lawrance  AYhitham,  also  a  former  member  of 
the  Council,  who  died  27th  June,  1908.  Mr.  Whitham 
occu]ned  the  ])osition  of  Assistant  Inspector  General  of 
Schools,  and  was  the  P^ditor  of  The  Children's  Hour  and 
other  ])ublications  of  the  Education  Department  of  this 
State,  with  which  he  was  connected  for  32  years. 

Richard  Thilwell  Maurice,  the  explorer,  (an  Honorary 
member),  who  died  at  Fowler's  Bay,  April  24th,  1909. 
^Ir.  Maurice  had  an  unconquerable  love  for  the  bash, 
and  sj)ent  years  of  his  life  in  exploring  the  interior  of  this 
continent  entirely  at  his  own  expense.  His  most  notable 
journeys  of  exploration  were  to  the  Rawiinson  Ranges, 
and  from  Fowler's  Bay  across  the  continent  to  Wyndham. 
On  each  of  these  occasions  he  Avas  accompanied  by  Mr. 
W.  R.  Murray  the  Surveyor,  who  is  at  present  away  with 
Mr.  H.  Y.  L.  Brown,  Government  Geologist,  conducting 
an  inspection  of  the  mineral  fields  of  the  Northern  Ter- 
ritory. Mr.  Maurice  had  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  Native  Tribes  of  the  interior,  and  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  their  habits  and  customs.  During  his  expedi- 
tions he  accjuired  many  valuable  ethnological  specimens, 
including  a  very  fine  collection  of  spears  and  other  wea- 
pons, the  whole  of  which  he  very  generously  presented 
to  the  Adelaide  Museum.  Mr.  Maurice  took  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  atfairs  of  our  Society,  and  those  who  knew 
him  ])ersonally  realize  how^  great  a  loss  has  been  sus- 
tained by  those  interested  in  geographical  research. 

Francis  William  Thring  (an  Honorary  Member),  one 
of  the  last  surviving  members  of  the  gallant  party  who 
crossed  the  continent  under  the  leadership  of  John  Mc 
Douall  Stuart  in  lS(i2.     A  monument  has  been  erected 
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to  his  memory  at  the  West  Terrace  Cemetery  by  members 
of  this  Society  and  his  friends.  A  similar  monument 
has  also  been  erected  this  year  to  the  memory  of  ^Y.  I). 
Kekwick,  second  in  command  of  Stuart's  expedition. 

John  Creswell,  the  valued  Secretary  of  the  Royal 
Agricultural  Society,  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
men  in  Adelaide.  Besides  his  membership  of  this 
Society  he  was  connected  and  took  part  in  many  of  the 
Institutions  of  the  State. 

Ernest  Favenc,  who  was  well  known  as  an  Austra- 
lian explorer.  His  first  expedition  into  the  interior  took 
place  in  1878-79.  Starting  from  Blackball,  Queensland, 
he  proceeded  in  a  west-northerly  direction,  crossed  the 
boundary  of  Queensland  into  the  Northern  Territory,  and 
reached  the  district  telegraph  line  at  Powell's  Creek,  dis- 
covering a  large  tract  of  pastoral  country  which  has 
since  been  brought  under  pastoral  occupation.  In  1882- 
1883  he  further  explored  the  country  lying  between  the 
Northern  Territory  telegraph  line,  the  Queensland 
Border,  and  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria,  discovering  addi- 
tional pastoral  country  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Macarthur  River.  In  1888  he  conducted  a  successful  ex- 
pedition in  Western  Australia,  and  mapped  out  the 
country  through  which  the  Gascoyne  and  Ashburton 
rivers  pass.  Mr.  Favenc  was  the  author  of  "Western 
Australia — its  Past  History,  its  Present  Trade  and  Re- 
sources," published  in  1887,  "History  of  Australian  Ex- 
ploration," published  in  1888,  and  "The  Explorers  of  Aus- 
tralia and  their  Life  Work,"  which  was  published  a  short 
time  before  his  death  occurred. 

It  is  also  the  sad  duty  of  the  Council  to  record  the 
death  of  the  late  Premier  of  South  Australia,  Hon. 
Thomas  Price,  which  occurred  on  the  31st  May.  Al- 
though not  a  member  of  the  Society,  Mr.  Price  took  a 
deep  and  practical  interest  in  its  objects,  and  the  fact 
will  always  be  kept  in  grateful  remembrance  by  the 
Council  and  members,  that  it  was  the  Ministry  of  which 
Mr.  Price  was  Premier  that  erected  for  this  and  kindred 
Societies,  the  substantial  and  spacious  premises  in  which 
we  are  to-day  assembled. 

LECTURES. 
During  the  last  session  the  following  lectures  were 
delivered:— June  25th,  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 
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Sir  George  Le  Himte,  the  subject  being  "Further  Letters 
from  the  Pacific/'  (H.M.S.  Espiegle  1883).  23rd  October, 
bv  Mr.  Tliomas  S.  Keed  (Secretary),  on  "Man,  his  Char- 
acteristics and  Achievements.'-  1st  December,  by  Mr. 
Raymond  Dubois  on  "New  Guinea,  its  Scenery  and 
Natives."  Mr.  Dubois  kindly  presented  to  the  Society 
st^veral  very  fine  framed  photographs  of  the  New  Guinea 
Natives,  and  the  skull  of  a  Papuan  woman. 


GEOGRAPHICAL  EDUCATION. 

A  distinct  advance  is  being  made  in  England  in  the 
^pread  of  Geographical  Education,  and  it  is  stated  that 
from  the  Foreign  Office  down  to  the  Board  Schools,  geo- 
graphy now  commands  a  recognition  as  an  educational 
subject  that  has  hitherto  not  been  accorded  to  it. 

During  the  year  a  Lectureship  in  Geography  was 
founded  at  the  Sheffield  University  through  the  liberality 
of  Mr.  Edgar  Allan  of  that  city,  and  Mr.  R.  N.  R.  Brown, 
who  was  associated  with  the  Scottish  Antarctic  Expedi- 
tion, has  been  appointed  to  that  position.  A  Lecture- 
ship has  also  been  established  at  Glasgow  University, 
and  the  teaching  of  geography  at  Cambridge  University 
has  been  reorganised,  the  Readership  having  been  dis- 
continued, and  three  Lectureships  established  in  its  place. 

Geography  has  now  become  a  recognised  part  of  the 
curriculum  of  the  following  Universities: — Oxford,  Cam- 
bridge, London,  Edinburgh,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Birm- 
ingham, and  Aberystwyth. 

A  further  indication  of  the  increased  interest  in  geo- 
graphy is  evidenced  by  the  inauguration  of  the  Leeds  and 
Yorkshire  Geographical  Society,  which  took  place  at  a 
meeting  in  Leeds  in  October  last.  The  president  of  the 
Leeds  Chamber  of  Commerce  presided,  and  the  inaugural 
address  was  delivered  by  Sir  Clements  Markham.  The 
audience,  numbering  about  1,000,  evinced  marked  en- 
thusiasm during  the  proceedings. 


GENERAL  GEOGRAPHICAL  RECORDS. 

At  the  anniversary  meeting  of  the  Royal  Geographi- 
cal   Society,    London,    on    the   25th    May,    1908,    Major 
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Leonard  Darwin  was  elected  President  in  succession  to 
the  Right  Hon.  8ir  George  T.  Goldie,  K.C.M.G.  The 
Founders  Medal  was  presented  to  Lieut.  Boyd  Alexander, 
in  recognition  of  his  three  years  exploration  in  Africa, 
the  expenses  of  which  w^ere  entirely  defrayed  by  the  ex- 
plorer and  his  friend  Capt.  Gosling,  who  died  in  the  midst 
of  his  w^ork.  The  expedition,  from  a  scientific  point  of 
view,  is  pronounced  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
which  has  taken  place  for  many  years.  Lieut.  Alexan- 
der's book  ^'From  the  Niger  to  the  Nile,"  gives  a  full  re- 
cord of  the  results  achieved.  The  Patrons  Medal  was 
awarded  to  the  Prince  of  Monaco,  whom  at  a  later  date 
when  presenting  the  medal,  the  President  described  as  an 
independent  investigator  of  the  highest  order,  and  a 
munificent  patron  of  science.  He  said  if  His  Highness 
liad  merely  created  a  unique  museum  in  his  principality, 
if  he  had  merely  endowed  oceanographical  research  in 
France  with  princely  liberality,  if  he  had  merely  done 
this — and  we  know  he  has  done  this  and  more  than 
this — grateful  as  the  Council  would  have  been  for  the 
benefits  which  science  has  thus  received,  they  would  not 
have  selected  him  as  the  recipient  of  the  Patrons  Medal. 
The  medal  is  awarded  solely  on  account  of  his  own  per- 
sonal distinction  as  a  man  of  science,  having  of  course 
especial  reference  to  geographical  science,  and  his  work 
in  the  mapping  of  the  floor  of  the  ocean.  This  special 
w^ork  referred  to  was  in  connection  with  His  Highness's 
voyages  in  the  "Hirondelle"  and  the  "Princess  Alice,"  in 
which  for  several  years  the  prince  explored  the  coasts  of 
Spitzbergen  and  the  adjacent  seas,  concerning  which  he 
published  a  comprehensive  and.  valuable  chart. 

News  was  received  by  cable  from  London  on  the  7th 
April,  that  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  had  awarded 
the  following  medals  for  1909: — Special  Gold  Medal  to 
Lieut.  Shackleton  for  his  antarctic  discoveries,  and  Silver 
replicas  for  each  of  his  14  companions.  The  Founders 
Medal  to  Dr.  Stein  for  explorations  in  Central  Asia,  and 
the  Patrons  Medal  to  Col.  the  Hon.  Milo  Talbot,  late 
Director  of  Soudan  Surveys. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the  Geographical 
Journal  (London),  of  August,  1908,  special  mention  was 
made  of  the  annual  meeting  of  our  Society,  which  took 
place  on  21st  May  last,  and  on  the  acquisition  of  the 
York  Gate  Library.  » 
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EXPLORATIONS. 


ASIA. 

Dr.  Sven  Hedin's  travels  in  Thibet  are  regarded  a» 
the  most  important  that  have  taken  place  during  the 
past  year,  he  having  been  successful  in  exploring  the 
most  hitherto  unknown  part  of  that  country,  and  he  suc- 
ceeded in  filling  up  the  most  important  blanks  that  ap- 
jiear  in  the  map  of  Thibet.  In  a  communication  to  the 
Royal  (leographical  Society,  London,  he  says  "The  whole 
white  patch  on  your  map  of  Thibet,  where  appears  the 
fascinating  word  'Unexplored,'  I  have  been  happy  enough 
to  fill  out  with  mighty  mountain  ranges,  rivers,  temples, 
innumerable  names,  &c.  Most  of  it  belongs  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Bongba."  He  adds,  "Of  course  you  will  easily 
understand  that  the  whole  east  and  west  parts  of  Trans- 
Himalaya  were  known  before,  but  one-third  of  the  range, 
or  rather  system,  situated  exactly  where  you  have  the 
word  ''unexplored,'-  on  the  Society's  map  of  Thibet,  is 
absolutely  new;  and  I  have  been  able  to  show  very  clearly 
that  the  whole  lot  is  one  single  system;  and  this  dis- 
covery is,  I  dare  say,  the  greatest  I  have  ever  made  dur- 
ing all  my  journeys." 

Another  traveller  who  has  distinguished  himself  in 
geographical  and  archaeological  research  in  central  Asia 
is  Dr.  M.  A.  Stein.  In  the  company  of  the  Indian  sur- 
veyor. Ram  Singh,  he  traversed  a  large  portion  of  central 
Nanshan,  where  peaks  exist  up  to  19,000  feet  in  height. 
After  crossing  the  Gobi  he  carried  out  most  important 
work  in  eastern  Turkestan,  and  afterwards  crossed  the 
arid  sand  dunes  of  the  Takla  Makan  Desert. 

Other  Asiatic  travellers  whose  expeditions  are 
worthy  of  mention  are  Dr.  Merzbacher,  in  the  Tian  Shan 
Ranges  (Central  Asia);  Cai)tain  D'Ollone,  on  the  China- 
Thibetan  Frontier,  the  country  of  Lolos;  and  the  Russian 
ex})lorer,  Captain  Koxloff,  through  Eastern  Thibet  and 
Kam. 

AFRICA. 

The  Duke  of  Mecklenburg  returned  to  Germany  last 
August  after  completing  a  journey  of  much  interest 
across  the  African  continent  from  east  to  west,  by  way 
of  the  Congo,  during  which  he  added  much  to  what  was 
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previously  known  respecting  the  geographical,  botanical, 
zoological,  and  geological  conditions  of  that  country. 

NEW  GUINEA. 

A  map  was  published  in  the  Geographical  Journal 
(London),  in  September  last  showing  the  routes  of  recent 
explorations  made  in  the  Territory  of  Papua  by  Dr.  W. 
M.  Strong,  Mr.  C.  A.  Monckton,  and  Captain  Barton,  and 
an  article  published  in  the  same  number;  and  a  record  of 
Mr.  Monckton's  journey  across  New  Guinea  in  the  No- 
vember number  of  the  Journal  provides  useful  informa- 
tion respecting  one  of  the  few  remaining  fields  for  ex- 
ploration in  Australasia.  Mr.  Monckton,  after  ascending 
the  Waria  Elver,  near  the  Anglo-German  Frontier  on  the 
north-east  coast,  crossed  the  island  by  a  hitherto  un- 
known route  to  the  north  of  Mount  Yule,  and  proceeded 
down  the  valley  of  the  Lakeamu  River. 

A  more  recent  expedition  is  that  undertaken  by  Mr. 
Donald  Mackay,  who  started  up  the  Purori  River  with 
the  intention  of  reaching  its  headwaters,  and  of  striking 
west  and  making  his  way  overland  to  the  Fly  River.  Mr. 
Mackay,  how^ever,  did  not  succeed  in  carrying  out  this 
programme. 

Mr.  Ogilvie  Grant,  of  the  National  History  Museum 
(London),  has  initiated  a  somewhat  important  proposal 
for  an  expedition  into  the  interior  of  Dutch  New  Guinea 
in  connection  with  the  jubilee  of  the  British  Ornitholo- 
gists Union.  It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Walter  Goodfellow, 
who  is  at  present  in  Dutch  New  Guinea,  will  probably 
act  as  leader  of  the  expedition,  which,  if  arrangements 
are  completed,  will  start  from  England  at  an  early  date. 
The  boundary  line  between  the  territories  of  British  and 
Dutch  New  Guinea  has  recently  been  officially  defined  on 
the  south  coast  by  the  Chief  Government  Surveyor  of 
Papua,  by  the  erection  of  a  concrete  beacon.  The  same 
official  is  now  engaged  in  the  Fly  River  District,  fixing 
the  boundary  line  between  the  British,  Dutch  and  Ger- 
man territories. 

NORTH  POLAR  REGIONS. 

Once  again  that  adventurous  American  explorer, 
Lieut.  Pearv,  has  set  out  for  the  North  Pole.    He  sailed 
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tr(Mu  Cape  Uretoii  in  the  "Roosevelt"  in  July  last,  and 
news  of  liis  safe  arrival  at  Etah,  in  Northern  Greenland, 
was  i*tM-eiv(Hl  in  November  last. 

Sad  news  was  received  in  Angnst  last  respecting  the 
Danish  North  East  Greenland  Expedition,  when  it  was 
re]M)rted  that  Mylius  Erichsen  (the  leader),  Lieut.  Hagen, 
and  ^Ir.  Hronhmd  had  perished  in  November  1907.  In 
December  last  Lieut.  A.  Trolle,  R.D.N.,  a  member  of  the 
(^xjjedition,  read  a  i)aj)er  before  the  Royal  Geographical 
Society.  London,  in  which  he  graphically  describes  the 
death  of  the  leader  and  his  two  companions.  It  forms 
a  very  pathetic  chapter  in  the  history  of  Arctic  Explora 
tion,  and  is  of  such  interest  that  I  venture  to  reproduce 
it.  He  says: — "Before  I  conclude  I  will  just  tell  you  the 
sad  story  of  the  last  voyage  of  Mylius  Erichsen,  Hagen, 
and  Bronlund.  They  parted  with  Koch  on  May  28  at 
l*earv  Land.  ^lylius  Erichsen  and  his  companions  con- 
tinued in  a  westerly  direction,  but  got  into  a  new  fjord. 
Theii*  return  was  thus  delayed  until  the  arrival  of  sum- 
mer made  it  utterly  impossible.  They  made  an  attempt 
to  force  their  way  through,  but  the  sledges  refused  to 
mov(»  in  the  soft  snow,  so  that  they  had  to  give  up.  They 
remainiHl  at  Danmark  fjord,  but  their  good  fortune  had 
(jnite  deserted  them,  and  they  found  no  musk-oxen,  only 
a  few  hares  and  geese.  And  w^hat  w^as  worst  of  all,  they 
could  not  get  away,  but  were  confined  to  a  very  small 
district  for  the  whole  summer.  In  the  middle  of  the  sum- 
mer lironlund  writes  in  his  diary,  'No  food,  no  footgear, 
and  several  hundred  miles  to  the  ship.  Our  prospects  are 
very  bad  indeed.'  However,  with  admirable  energy  they 
kept  up  their  spirits,  as  shown  by  a  little  poem  written 
at  this  i)eriod  by  Mylius  Erichsen,  and  by  Hagen's  splen- 
did map  sketches.  Their  footgear  was  quite  worn  out  by 
walking  on  the  stony  ground,  and  they  tried  to  make  a 
substitute  from  the  case  of  their  theodolite,  but  had 
neither  needles  nor  thread.  They  tried  to  spare  the  lives 
of  their  dogs  as  long  as  possible,  for  only  by  means  of 
the  latter,  could  they  hope  to  reach  the  ship.  These  must 
have  been  hard  days,  when  they  had  to  shoot  the  dogs 
and  eat  them — "almost  like  eating  a  dear  comrade,  for  as 
such  we  came  to  look  upon  our  faithful  dogs."  As  soon 
as  they  were  able  to  travel  they  went  inshore  towards 
the  bottom  of  the  fjord,  hoping  to  find  meat  for  their  re- 
maining dogs,  and  fully  realising  the  hopelessness  of  try- 
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iiig  to  go  Oil  with  them  in  their  feeble  condition.  They 
went  further  and  further  inland,  but  still  they  found  no 
musk-oxen.  An  occasional  hare  was  all  they  got,  and  it 
was  usually  eaten  raw  by  the  starving  men  and  beasts. 
Otherwise  they  had  to  live  upon  their  dogs,  but  the 
rations  were  so  small  that  they  became  feebler  and 
feebler.  This  must  be  borne  in  mind,  in  order  to  under- 
i^tand  why  it  took  them  so  long  to  reach  the  bottom  of 
Daninark  fjord.  It  w^as  not  until  October  19,  the  day  the 
sun  disappeared,  that  they  at  last  reached  the  inland  ice 
with  their  four  emaciated  dogs  and  one  sledge.  Every- 
thing superfluous  had  been  done  away  with,  and  yet  the 
burden  w'as  too  heavy  for  their  feeble  strength.  They 
made  a  last  desperate  attempt  to  reach  the  depot  at 
Lambert  Land  by  walking  across  the  inland  ice,  and  it 
is  wonderful  that  these  three  men  should  have  succeeded 
in  covering  a  distance  of  about  160  miles,  barefoot  over 
ice  and  snow,  in  26  days,  or  about  six  miles  a  day.  When 
I  recall  all  this  to  my  memory,  when  I  think  of  the  nor- 
therly wdnd  and  the  darkness,  when  I  consider  that  every 
morning  they  must  have  crawled  out  of  their  dilapidated 
sleeping  bags,  though  they  can  only  have  had  one  desire, 
one  craving — that  of  sleeping  the  eternal  sleep,  then 
my  mind  is  full  of  sorrow,  that  I  shall  never  be  able  to 
tell  them  how  much  I  admire  them.  But  they  would  go 
on,  they  tvoiild  reach  a  place  where  their  comrades  could 
find  them  and  the  results  of  their  work.  Then  at  last 
came  the  end — the  death  of  Mylius  Erichsen  and  Hagen, 
a  few  miles  from  the  depot,  and  the  last  walk  of  Bron- 
lund,  crawling  along  on  frozen  feet  in  the  moonshine. 
With  the  sure  instinct  of  the  child  of  nature,  he  found 
the  depot,  ate  some  of  the  food  there,  and  made  every- 
thing ready.  Then  he  wrote  the  last  report,  so  full  of 
manly  resignation,  wrapped  himself  up  in  his  fur,  and 
died.  The  concluding  words  of  Bronlund's  report  were: 
—'1  perished  in  79  deg.  N.  lat.,  under  the  hardships  of 
the  return  journey  over  the  inland  ice  in  November.  I 
reached  this  place  under  a  waning  moon,  and  cannot  go 
on  because  of  my  frozen  feet  and  the  darkness.  The 
bodies  of  the  others  are  in  the  middle  of  the  fjord. 
Hagen  died  on  November  15,  Mylius  Erichsen  days 
later.' " 
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A  very  bold  and  remarkable  North  Polar  Expedition 
is  proposed  by  Captain  Roald  Amundsen.  In  a  paper 
read  before  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  London,  on 
the  25th  January,  he  set  forth  the  following  plan  of 
action,  viz:— "With  the  'Fram,'  (Dr.  Fridtjof  Nansen's 
old  vessel)  equipped  for  seven  years,  and  a  capable  crew, 
I  shall  leave  Norway  in  the  beginning  of  1910.  We  shall 
make  for  San  Francisco  round  Cape  Horn,  taking  in  coal 
and  }  no  visions  at  the  former  place.  We  shall  then  shape 
our  course  for  Point  Barrow,  the  most  northerly  point 
of  North  America,  which  I  hope  to  reach  by  July  or 
August.  From  this  place  the  last  news  will  be  sent  home 
before  the  real  voyage  begins.  On  leaving  Point  Barrow, 
it  is  my  intention  to  continue  the  voyage  with  as  small 
a  crew  as  possible.  We  shall  then  make  for  the  drift 
ice  in  a  direction  north  by  north-west,  where  we  will  then 
look  for  the  most  favourable  place  for  pushing  farther 
north.  AMien  this  has  been  found,  we  shall  go  in  as  far 
as  possible,  and  j^repare  for  a  four  or  five  years'  drift 
across  the  Polar  sea.  Throughout  our  voyage  up  to  this 
point.  I  intend  to  make  Oceanographic  observations;  and 
frfnn  the  moment  the  vessel  becomes  fast  in  the  ice,  a 
series  of  observations  will  be  begun,  with  which  I  hope 
to  solve  some  of  the  hitherto  unsolved  mysteries.  What 
I  ex])ect  to  find  in  the  unknown  part  of  the  Polar  sea  I 
will  say  nothing  about  at  present.  Some  people  have 
j)ut  forward  theories  of  great  masses  of  land,  others  of 
small.  I  ought,  perhaps,  also  to  have  put  forw^ard  my 
theory,  but  think  it  wiser  to  refrain  from  doing  so  until 
I  ha^e  investigated  matters  at  closer  quarters." 

SOUTH  POLAR  REGIONS. 

1  )r.  William  S.  Bruce  (leader  of  the  Scottish  National 
Antarctic  Expedition  of  19024)  is  making  arrangements 
for  a  three  years'  expedition  to  the  Antarctic  Regions. 
He  proposes  to  start  in  1911.  The  costs  of  the  expedition 
are  estimated  at  £50,000. 

News  has  also  been  received  lately  that  an  expedi- 
tion will  probably  sail  from  England  for  the  south  pole 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
R.  A'alentine  Webster,  F.R.G.S.,  a  well-known  traveller, 
soldier,  and  war  correspondent.  It  is  stated  that  Capt. 
Webster  has  already  selected  a  whaling  schooner  of  500 
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tons,  and  lias  himself  offered  to  contribute  £10,000  to- 
wards the  cost  of  the  undertaking.  In  addition  it  has 
been  announced  that  Mr.  A.  MacDonald,  F.R.G.kS.,  who 
recently  left  for  London,  intends  (if  he  has  not  been  an- 
ticipated by  Capt.  Webster)  to  organize  a  south  polar 
expedition,  with  the  idea  of  proceeding  on  Lieut.  Shackle- 
ton's  route,  and  to  use  dog  teams  on  a  proposed  final  dash 
for  the  south  pole. 

The  geographical  feature  of  the  year  is  undoubtedly 
the  brilliant  achievement  of  the  expedition  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  Shackleton  to  the  Antarctic  Region. 
The  story  of  this  supremely  important  event  is  so  fresh 
in  the  public  mind,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  at 
length  on  the  details.  The  chief  geographical  results  of 
the  expedition  are  stated  to  be — 1st  the  ascent  of  Mount 
Erebus;  2nd  the  exploration  of  45  miles  west  of  North 
Cape,  which  was  supposed  to  be  (and  probably  is  in  many 
seasons)  inaccessible  owing  to  ice;  3rd  the  reaching  of  the 
South  Magnetic  Pole ;  4th  the  fact  that  a  party  under  the 
leadership  of  Lieut.  Shackleton  reach  88  deg.  23  min. 
South,  within  97  geographical  miles  of  the  Pole.  One  of 
the  most  important  geological  results  of  the  expedition 
is  the  proof  that  the  Antarctic  Region  from  the  Ross  Sea 
to  the  South  Pole,  is  a  great  continental  area  in  the 
nature  of  a  high  plateau,  its  northern  extremity  near 
C^ape  York  being  from  6,000  to  7,000  feet  above  the  sea 
level,  over  7,000  feet  near  the  Magnetic  Pole,  over  8,000 
feet  where  it  was  traversed  by  Scott's  expedition,  and 
about  10,500  feet  at  the  furthermost  point  reached  by 
Lieut.  Shackleton  and  party,  88  deg.  23  min.  south.  This 
plateau  continues  across  to  the  South  Pole,  and  probably 
extends  onwards  in  the  direction  of  South  America  to- 
wards the  coasts  of  the  land  discovered  by  Bruce.  Eighty- 
five  degrees  south  the  expedition  found  coal  seams  and 
sandstone  with  the  pebbles  rounded  by  running  water. 
This,  Dr.  Marshall,  a  professor  of  the  Otago  University 
points  out,  demonstrates  absolutely  that  the  climatic 
conditions  were  very  different  once.  One  result  of  the 
expedition  is  said  to  show  that  the  Magnetic  Poles  are 
not  fixed  points,  but  subject  to  movement,  and  that  is 
of  great  practical  importance  in  navigation  to  know  the 
laws  which  govern  these  movements,  because  variations 
of  the  compass  depend  upon  them.     From  this  point  of 
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view  it  is  claimed  the  expedition  liad  a  practical  bearing 
upon  one  of  the  most  important  and  hazardous  of  the 
world's  industries. 

Lieut.  Shackleton  arrived  in  Adelaide  on  Saturday, 
8th  May,  and  a  most  cordial  and  enthusiastic  welcome 
was  accorded  to  him  at  a  reception  arranged  by  the 
Council  of  this  Society  at  the  Town  Hall,  at  which  I  as 
your  President  had  the  honour  of  presiding.  His 
Excellencv  the  Governor,  Sir  Day  Hort  Bosanquet, 
G.r.V.O.,'K.C.P>..  the  Acting-Premier  (Hon.  A.  H.  Peake), 
and  the  Mayor  of  Adelaide,  delivered  addresses  of 
welcome,  and  Lieut.  Shackleton  and  Mr.  Douglas  Maw  son 
gracefully  acknowledged  the  sincere  congratulations  that 
were  tendered  to  them. 

On  the  evenings  of  the  8th  and  10th  May,  Lieut. 
Shackleton  lectured  to  large  audiences  in  the  Elder  Hall» 
Adelaide  University. 

An  expedition  which  is  receiving  world-wide  atten- 
tion is  that  commanded  by  Dr.  Jean  Charcot.  His 
vessel,  the  "Pourquoi  pas,"  (^'Why  not"),  was  specially 
built  at  St.  Malo.  Dr.  Charcot's  main  object  is  the  ex- 
ploration of  Alexander  Land,  and  he  has  no  intention  of 
endeavouring  to  reach  the  South  Pole.  The  expedition 
sailed  from  Havre  in  August  last,  and  among  other  equip- 
ment, six  automobile  sledges  have  been  provided. 

In  connection  with  the  various  Antarctic  explorations 
the  following  record  of  the  "furthest  south"  attain- 
ments may  perhaps  be  of  interest  whilst  so  much  public 
attention  is  centred  on  the  South  Polar  Regions: — 

Year.                                         Latitude.  Distance. 

deg.  min.  fm.  Pole. 
Miles. 

1774.         Cook,  Capt 71     10  1,130 

1823.        Weddell,  Jas 74     15  945 

1842.         Ross,  Sir  J.  R 78     10  710 

1900.         Borchgrevink,  C 78     10  670 

1902.         Scott,  Capt 82     17  463 

1909.        Shackleton,  Lieut.      . .     88    23  97 
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Mr.  W.  J.  8o^ydell,  in  seconding  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  said  as  members  of  the  Society  they  were  greatly 
indebted  to  successive  Presidents  for  the  concise,  clear, 
and  exhaustive  survey  of  the  travels  and  explorations  of 
the  year.  He  remembered  on  a  previous  occasion,  when 
he  had  had  the  duty  of  seconding  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  Sir  Langdon  Bonython  had  prepared  a  statement 
which  covered  the  whole  ground,  and  the  same  remark 
applied  to  Mr.  R.  Kyffin  Thomas,  who  succeeded  him,  and 
also  to  Mr.  Wilkinson.  The  volumes  composed  of  the 
documents  issued  by  the  Society  were  the  most  valuable 
of  their  kind  in  South  Australia,  and  as  one  who  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  institutes  he  strongly  advised  each 
institute  to  secure  a  full  set.  As  the  President  had 
pi-esented  so  admirable  a  rej)ort,  he  was  glad  to 
be  able  to  find  fault.  The  first  ground  was  the 
omission  of  any  reference  to  the  issue  of  a  work 
dealing  with  the  nomenclature  of  South  Australia. 
It  was  a  coincidence  that  it  should  have  been 
written  by  the  son  of  a  sailor  who  served  in  the 
same  ship  as  His  Excellency  on  the  China  Station 
many  years  ago.  It  was  also  a  coincidence  that  the  first 
notification  of  His  Excellency's  appointment  was  made  in 
that  room  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society.  The 
President  might  plead  that  he  was  right  in  excluding  re- 
ference to  nomenclature,  because  it  dealt  not  with  geo- 
graphy so  much  as  topography.  They  should  remember 
in  naming  hundreds  and  towns  that  the  natives  when 
they  named  a  place  gave  it  a  designation  which  described 
its  particular  characteristics,  so  he  thought  in  their 
terminology  they  should  adopt  names  which  would  de- 
scribe the  country  the  same  as  the  surveyors  did  in  their 
ma])S.  The  President  had  alluded  to  Mr.  T.  S.  Reed,  and 
it  was  a  significant  fact  that  Mr.  Reed's  appearance  in 
life  was  almost  coincident  with  the  beginning  of  the  story 
of  exploration  in  Australia.  In  1818  John  Oxley,  the  first 
real  land  surveyor  of  Australia,  had  only  begun  the 
second  of  his  explorations  into  the  river  system  of  New 
South  Wales,  and  when  Mr.  Reed  was  10  years  of  age 
Sturt  started  on  that  marvellous  expedition  to  discover 
the  sources  and  outflow  of  the  Murray.  Mr.  Reed  was 
41  years  of  age  when  John  McDouall  Stuart  started  his 
career  of  Australian  explorations,  which  was  to  cul- 
minate in  that  famous  consummation  on  July  24,  1862, 
when  McDouall  Stuart,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  W.  P. 
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Aiild,  Mr.  H.  Nash,  and  others,  reached  the  height  of  his 
ambition  by  viewing  the  ocean  from  the  northern  shore 
of  Australia,  by  doing  what  he  had  been  told  was 
impossible,  and  by  traversing  the  continent  with  a  small 
party  very  poorly  equipped.  Next  year  would  be  the 
twenty-fifth  year  of  the  life  of  the  Society,  and  next  year 
would  also  be  the  jubilee  of  the  beginning  of 
the  McDouall  Stuart  exploration  in  South  Aus- 
tralia That  suggested  a  great  opportunity.  The 
Societ.y  was  formed  on  July  10,  1885.  The  in- 
auguration was  marked  by  a  great  demonstration 
in  the  Town  Hall  on  October  22,  1885,  and  upon 
that  occasion  the  late  Sir  Samuel  Davenport  delivered 
an  address  which  stood  as  a  monument,  and  with  illustra- 
tions had  been  incorporated  in  the  records  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society.  That  address  brought  the 
history  of  exploration  up  to  the  end  of  1884,  and  he  sug- 
gested that  next  year,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  date  of 
that  illuminating  address,  another  one  should  be  given 
comprising  the  history  of  the  explorations  during  the  last 
25  years.  It  was  an  interesting  fact  that  such  an  account 
would  deal  almost  exclusively  with  explorations  started 
from  South  Australia.  It  would  cover  the  travels  of  Mr. 
1).  Lindsay  on  his  own  account  and  in  connection  with  the 
Elder  expedition,  with  the  journeys  of  Mr.  Tietkens,  and 
with  that  exploration  in  which  one  of  their  members  lost 
his  son  in  such  pathetic  circumstances.  It  would  only  be 
a  fitting  corollary  for  the  gentleman  who  had  lived  while 
the  history  of  Australian  exj)loration  has  been  in  the 
making — Mr.  Reed — should  compile  such  a  record.  It 
would  be  a  unique  record  compiled  by  a  unique  man. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

Carried. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  (Mr.  T.  Gill,  I.S.O.)  presented  the 
balance  sheet,  which  show^ed  that  the  receipts  had  been 
£210,  and  there  was  a  balance  of  £15.  The  assets  were 
valued  at  £2,588.  Mr.  W.  P.  Auld  moved  the  adoption. 
Mr.  A.  M.  Simpson  seconded.    Carried. 

The  Hon.  T.  Bruce,  M.L.C.,  moved  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  retiring  officers,  and  the  re-election  of  the  follow- 
ing:—President,  Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson;  Vice-President, 
Mr.  A.  W.  Piper;  Members  of  the  Council,  Sir  J.  Langdon 
Bonython,  Hon.  J.  Lewis,  M.L.C.,  and  Messrs.  S.  Newland 
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R.  Kyffin  Thomas,  W.  P.  Auld,  A.  M.  Simpson,  H.  P. 
Moore,  A.  W.  Dobbie,  and  E.  H.  Bakewell;  Hon,  Trea- 
surer, Mr.  T.  Gill,  I.S.O.;  Hon.  Secretaries,  Messrs.  E.  H. 
Newman  and  C.  J.  Sanders;  and  Hon.  Auditors,  Messrs. 
L.  H.  Sholl  and  F.  W.  Giles.  He  said  reference  had  been 
made  to  the  crossing  of  the  continent  by  explorers  from 
South  Australia;  but  the  Geographical  Society  should  re- 
member that  South  Australia  would  reap  little  benefit 
from  the  Territory  if  it  was  handed  over  to  the  Common- 
wealth, and  the  railway  made  along  the  route  chosen  by 
the  Federal  Government.  Mr.  W.  E.  Dalton  seconded. 
Carried. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Parsons,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  urged  the  advisability  of 
the  Society  using  its  influence  in  the  promotion  of 
the  further  exploration  of  Australia.  Mr.  E.  H. 
Bakewell,  in  seconding,  said  within  the  last  fortnight 
he  had  seen  Oxley  Hill,  named  after  John  Oxley.  It  was 
the  only  hill  that  could  be  seen  in  the  country  at  the 
head  of  the  Darling  River.  It  was  situated  about  25 
miles  from  Bourke.     Carried. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  reply,  said  he  would 
always  be  pleased  to  do  what  he  could  to  assist  the 
Society. 


Return  of  Lieutenant  Shackleton. 


ARKIVAL  IN  ADELAIDE. 


A  HEARTY  WELCOME. 

The  leader  of  the  Antarctic  expedition.  Lieutenant 
Shackleton,  whose  coniinjj:  to  South  Australia  has  been 
eagerly  awaited,  arrived  by  the  Melbourne  express  on 
Saturday  niorninj>.  May  8,  1909.  He  was  accompanied 
by  his  secretary  Mr.  A.  Saunders),  who  is  a 
New  Zealand  journalist.  The  gallant  explorer  was 
wehfuned  at  the  station  by  His  Honor  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
the  Chief  Secretary  (Hon.  F.  S.  Wallis),  the 
President  of  the  Royal  (leographical  Society  of  South 
Australia  ^Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson),  Professor  Stirling, 
F.R.S.,  Messrs.  Simpson  Newland,  T.  Gill,  W.  P.  Auld, 
A.  W.  Piper,  A.  W.  Dobbie,  and  E.  K.  Thomas.  Miss 
Rees  George,  Secretary  of  the  South  Australian  branch 
of  the  League  of  the  Empire,  also  extended  greetings  to 
Lieutenant  Shackleton.  Accompanied  by  Captain  Wilbur 
^V right  and  ^Mr.  Douglas  Maw^son,  who  was  one  of  the 
Nimrod's  party.  Lieutenant  Shackleton  drove  to  Govern- 
ment House,  where  he  was  the  guest  of  His  Excellency 
for  the  day. 

— Reception  at  the  Town  Hall. — 
An  enthusiastic  gathering  had  assembled  in  the , 
Adelaide  Town  Hall  at  1.30  to  welcome  the  intrepid  ex- 
I)lorer.  Lieutenant  Shackleton  arrived  with  His  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  and  Lady  Bosanquet,  and  was  met  by 
Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson,  President  of  the  Royal  Geographi- 
cal Society  (under  whose  auspices  the  welcome  was 
arranged),  also  by  the  Prime  Minister  (Mr.  Fisher),  the 
Acting  Premier  (Mr.  Peake),  the  Acting  Commissioner  of 
Publi<'  Works  (Mr.  Bice),  the  Chief  Secretary  (Mr. 
Wallis),  and  several  members  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  occupied  the  chair.  He  had  on  his 
right  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  on  his  left  Lieut. 
Shackleton,  and  among  others  present  on  the  platform 
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were  the  Lieutenant  CTOvernor  (Sir  S.  J,  Way),  tlie  Prime 
Minister,  the  Acting  Premier,  the  Acting  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works,  the  Chief  Secretary,  the  Minister  of 
Education,  Mr.  Douglas  Mawson  (a  member  of  the  ex- 
pedition), the  Mayor  of  Adelaide  (Mr.  Frank  Johnson), 
the  Private  Secretary  to  the  Governor  (Mr.  W.  S.  Baillie 
Hamilton),  the  following  members  of  the  Royal  Geo- 
graphical Society: — Messrs.  W.  P.  Auld,  E.  H.  Bake- 
well,  Simpson  New^land,  A.  M.  Simpson,  T.  S.  Reed 
(Secretary),  and  Mr.  I.  MacGillivray,  M.P.,  Lady  Bosan- 
qiiet  also  occupied  one  of  the  front  seats  in  the  body 
of  the  hall. 

The  Chairman  said  they  all  felt  it  was  a  great 
privilege  and  pleasure  to  welcome  Lieut.  Shackleton  on 
his  return  from  the  successful  expedition  to  the  Antarc- 
tic regions,  and  to  congratulate  him  heartily  upon  the 
splendid  work  achieved.  (Cheers.)  They  also  congratu- 
lated Mr.  Mawson  on  his  brilliant  scientific  achievements. 
(Cheers.)  Many  of  them  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Lieut  Shackleton  on  his  arrival  from  England  on  Novem- 
ber 30,  1007,  and  of  wishing  him  godspeed  on  his  perilous 
undertaking.  They  had  watched  with  the  deepest 
interest  all  that  had  happened  since  that  date.  They 
remembered  that  the  stout  little  Nimrod  left  Lyttleton, 
New^  Zealand,  on  January  1,  1908,  with  the  members  of 
the  expedition  on  board ;  that  after  a  tempestuous  voyage 
she  landed  them  at  Cape  Royds,  McMurdo  Sound,  on 
February  3,  and  returned  to  New  Zealand.  From  that 
date  until  the  end  of  March  of  this  year  not  a  word  w^as 
heard  from  the  south  polar  regions.  An  absolute  silence 
had  reigned  for  over  13  months.  They  all  felt  some 
anxiety  during  that  period,  but  it  was  difficult  to  imagine 
with  what  anxiety  the  relatives  and  near  friends  of  the 
members  of  the  expedition  must  have  looked  for  news. 
On  March  23  a  cable  message  was  received  from 
Stewart's  Island  that  the  Nimrod  had  arrived  from  the 
antarctic;  that  the  members  of  the  expedition  were  on 
board;  and  that  ''all  were  well."  (Cheers.)  It  was  not 
too  much  to  say  that  a  thrill  of  joy  and  thankfulness  was 
experienced  when  this  news  was  made  known.  (Cheers.) 
For  several  days  following  the  thrilling  story  of  the  ex- 
pedition was  unfolded  in  the  daily  press  throughout  the 
civilized  w^orld.  The  press  agreed  as  to  the  importance 
of   the    achievements    recorded,    whilst    scientists    were 


44  n?:TURN    OF  ueutenaxt  shackleton. 

nnaniinoiisly  of  opinion  that  much  had  been  added  to  the 
store  of  knowledge  on  geographical  and  scientific  sub- 
jects. Congratulatory  cables  were  showered  upon  the 
leader  fi'oin  all  parts.  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  with  her 
usual  graciousness,  cabled  congratulations,  and  said 
how  gladly  she  would  receive  from  Lieutenant  Shakle- 
ton  on  his  return  to  England  the  Union  Jack  which  she 
liad  entrusted  to  his  care,  and  which  he  had  hoisted  at 
tlie  most  southerly  portion  of  the  earth's  surface  ever 
reached  by  man.  (Cheers.)  He  thought  if  the  readers  of 
Ibe  news  of  the  success  of  the  expedition  could  have  all 
joinetl  together  in  sending  a  cablegram  to  the  leader, 
that  message  would  have  read,  "Well  done  Shackleton." 
(Cheers.)  The  story  of  the  expedition  was  fresh  in  all 
their  minds.  It  was  a  story  that  would  ever  occupy  an 
honoured  ])age  in  the  history  of  great  deeds.  He  must 
not,  however,  dwell  upon  the  details;  but  there  were 
three  events  that  were  worthy  of  special  mention.  There 
was  the  ascent  of  Mount  Erebus,  a  height  of  13.o00  feet, 
by  a  ])arty  led  by  that  great  scientist.  Professor  David, 
and  in  which  Mr.  Mawson  distinguished  himself  so  brilli- 
antly. (Cheers.)  There  was  the  reaching  of  the  south 
magnetic  pole,  where  the  British  flag  was  hoisted,  and 
three  cheers  were  given  for  His  Majesty  the  King.  In 
that  expedition  Professor  David  and  Mr.  Mawson  again 
took  a  most  prominent  part.  Then  there  w^as  the  dash  for 
the  south  i)ole  by  a  party  comprising  Lieutenant  Shackle- 
ton,  Lieutenant  S.  B.  Adams.  Dr.  Marshall,  and  Mr.  Wild. 
The  party  left  Cape  Royds  on  October  29,  1908,  and  after 
great  hardships  and  privations,  battling  against  severe 
blizzards,  with  the  thermometer  registering  from  00  to  70 
degrees  of  frost,  in  what  was  described  at  the  coldest  and 
stormiest  weather  in  the  world,  they  literally  fought 
their  way  until  they  reached,  on  a  plateau  some  10,500 
feet  in  height,  the  farthest  south  ever  attained.  (Cheers.) 
That  was  in  lat.  S8.23  a  distance  of  only  97  geographical 
miles  from  the  south  pole.  There  they  had  hoisted  the 
Union  Jack  jiresented  by  the  Queen,  and  began  their 
wearisome  journey  back  to  Cape  Royds.  When  within 
a  few  days'  journey  from  the  camp  Dr.  Marshall  became 
so  ill  that  it  was  imi)ossible  for  him  to  proceed  further. 
Lieutenant  Shackleton  left  him  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Adams,  whilst  he,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Wild,  made 
a    forced    march    for    the    camp.       This    they    reached 
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after  two  da^^s'  and  two  nights'  struggle,  and,  although 
weary  and  in  a  semi-starved  condition.  Lieutenant  Shack- 
leton,  after  spending  one  hour  in  the  camp,  actually 
started  out  again  at  tlie  head  of  a  relief  party  and  even- 
tually reached  and  rescued  his  sick  companion.  (Loud 
Cheers.)  It  was  indeed  a  splendid  achievement,  after  a 
journey  of  1,708  miles,  occupying  in  all  124  days,  during 
which  the  leader  had  never  had  his  clothes  off.  It  was 
for  deeds  such  as  this  that  Sliackleton  was  described  by 
members  of  the  party  as  a  perfect  leader.  (Cheers.)  It 
was  not  simply  because  Lieutenant  Shackleton  had  at- 
tained a  "farthest  south''  record  that  they  welcomed  him 
that  morning.  It  was  also  because  they  knew  him  to  be 
a  brave  man,  a  man  who  had  the  courage  to  undertake 
a  great  enterprise,  and  the  grim  determination  to  carry 
it  out  to  a  successful  issue.  (Cheers.)  Above  all,  it  w^as 
because  they  recognised  him  as  a  great  man  and  humane 
leader,  and  they  rejoiced  to  know  that  the  name  of 
Ernest  Shackleton  would  be  added  to  that  roll  of  fame 
in  which  the  names  of  Franklin,  Ross,  McClintock, 
Nansen,  Abruzzi,  Scott,  and  other  great  polar  explorers 
were  already  engraved.     (Cheers.) 

His  Excellency  said : — We  are  assembled  here  to-da\' 
honour  and  welcome  among  us  the  leader  of  a  band  of 
brothers,  Avho,  by  their  courage  and  physical  endurance 
have  achieved,  at  the  imminent  risk  of  their  lives,  a  voy- 
age of  discovery  second  to  none  in  the  annals  of  polar 
exploration  and  scientific  research.  We  desire  to  con- 
gratulate most  heartily  Lieutenant  Shackleton  upon  the 
successful  result  of  the  expedition  under  his  command. 
Lieutenant  Shackleton  had  already  experience  of  antarc- 
tic discovery  in  Captain  Bcott's  expedition.  When  it  was 
determined,"^  with  assistance  liberally  provided  by  the 
(,^om.mon wealth  resources,  to  make  further  effort  to  reach 
the  south  pole,  and  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  sou- 
thern magnetic  pole.  Lieutenant  Shackleton  accepted 
command  of  this  expedition.  Before  finally  leaving  Eng- 
land the  Nimrod  was  anchored  in  Cowes  Roads  during 
the  Regatta  Week  in  August,  1907,  when  their  Majesties 
honoured  the  expedition  by  visiting  the  ship  and  present- 
ing a  flag.  At  the  time  I  happened  to  be  present  as  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  Portsmouth,  and,  together  with  Lady 
Bosanquet,  had  the  honour  to  wish  them  godspeed. 
(Cheers.)     Although  the  scientific  results  of  the  expedi- 
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tion  are  not  yet  completelT  before  the  public,  we  have 
before  us  abundance  of  evidence  that  Lieut.  Shackleton 
and  his  comrades  liave  been  successful  beyond  the 
dreams  of  any  of  their  sympathisers.  (Cheers.)  The  dis- 
covery of  the  magnetic  jmle,  and  the  advance  to  within 
<)7  mih^s  of  the  true  ])ole,  are  results  which  will  cause  the 
names  of  those  connected  with  the  Nimrod  expedition  to 
be  remembered  throuj»hout  the  history  of  polar  discovery, 
and  to  be  bracketed  with  those  of  the  great  arciic  ex- 
])lorers.  The  feat  of  maintaining  throughout  the  lon^ 
winter  months  the  friendship  and  comradeship  of  every 
member  of  the  expedition  is  a  model  for  the  example  of 
all  in  the  disi>lay  of  the  moral  qualities.  It  is  second 
only  to  the  qualities  of  courage  and  physical  endurance 
throughout  the  summer  months  displayed  by  all  those 
parties  engaged  in  the  sleighing  expeditions  employed  in 
the  work  of  exj)loration  and  discovery.  (Cheers.)  This 
stern  determination,  this  firm  resolution  to  succeed  in 
spite  of  all  obstacles,  is  as  deserving  of  the  name  of 
])atriotism  as  if  the  same  qualities  had  been  displayed  by 
the  commander  of  an  army.  A  great  general  may  conquer 
for  his  country  a  foreign  foe  and  annex  a  principality, 
but  here  we  have  a  continent  annexed  without  the  loss 
of  a  single  life.  1  suppose  we  may  now  consider  the 
south  pole  as  a  dei)endency  of  Australia,  and  a  province 
of  the  British  Empire.  (Cheers.)  I  observe  that  although 
the  main  work  of  the  expedition  is  concluded,  the  papers 
report  that  Lieutenant  Shackleton  intends  the  Nimrod 
on  her  voyage  home  to  search  for  and  chart  some  of  those 
southein  groups  of  islands  whose  position  is  doubtful. 
Those  on  board  the  Nimrod  will  carry  with  them  always 
our  admiration  for  work  already  accomplished  and  our 
best  wishes  for  their  future  career.  (Cheers.)  I  don't 
see  that  laurel  wreath  which  the  Mayor  of  Adelaide's  pre- 
decessor promised  to  Lieutenant  Shackleton,  but  anyhow, 
the  State  of  South  Australia  is  proud  to  welcome  him  and 
Mr.  Mawson  here  in  the  Town  Hall  of  Adelaide,  and  to 
congratulate  them  heartily  on  their  successful  achieve- 
ments. AVe  look  forward  to  hearing  to-night  an  account 
of  their  exjjlorations  and  discoveries,  and  w^e  associate 
with  the  success  of  the  Nimrod  and  her  commander  the 
names  of  David,  ^lawson,  and  Armitage,  who  are  Aus- 
tralians, and  who,  we  believe,  greatly  contributed  to  the 
signal  success  which  has  attended  this  expedition  to  the 
antarctic  regions."     (Cheers.) 
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Mr.  Peake  said  it  was  his  intention  to  say  only  a  few 
words,  on  behalf  of  the  Goyernnient,  as  an  addition  to  all 
that  had  been  so  well  said  by  previous  speakers.  (Cheers.) 
He  was  sure  lieutenant  Shackleton  and  that  other  dis- 
tinguished member  of  his  expedition  present  must  be 
exceedingly  jjleased  to  see  the  people  of  Adelaide  present 
in  such  large  numbers  on  such  an  inclement  da}'  and  at 
such  an  hour  to  welcome  him  to  Adelaide.  (Cheers.)  He 
was  sure  Lieutenant  Shackleton  would  take  still  further 
pride  in  the  remarks  of  His  Excellency,  because  of  the 
high  position  Sir  Day  occupied  as  a  naval  officer.  His 
Excellency's  words  would  carry  much  greater  force  than 
if  they  came  from  a  mere  civilian.  (Cheers.)  They  had 
all  followed  with  interest  the  career  of  Lieutenant  Shack- 
leton's  party  since  they  left  what  might  be  called  the 
shores  of  civilization,  and  they  felt  a  deeper  interest  in 
that  expedition  than  would  otherwise  have  been  the  case 
because  of  the  Australians,  and  especially  the  South 
Australian  scientist  associated  with  it.  (Cheers.)  They 
were  confident  that  the  name  of  the  Nimrod  would  be 
associated  for  all  time  with  the  names  of  Mounts  Erebus 
and  Terror.  (Cheers.)  Endurance  and  courage  were 
spoken  of,  and  if  the  party  did  no  more,  it  showed  that 
these  great  qualities,  which  had  helped  in  the  past  so 
much  to  make  the  British  people  and  the  Empire  great, 
were  still  in  existence  when  called  for.  (Cheers.)  It  was 
a  noble  contribution  to  the  riches  of  the  British  people. 
(Cheers.)  He  remembered  seeing  the  picture  of  an  old 
sailor,  having  by  him  his  little  grandchild,  and  pointing 
to  the  north  pole,  saying,  "The  north-west  passage  must 
be  found,  and  England  must  find  it."  (Cheers.)  He  was 
equally  sure  that  if  the  south  pole  was  to  be  found,  Bri- 
tishers would  find  it.  (Cheers.)  As  His  Excellency  had 
said,  by  the  discoveries  of  the  party,  a  new  province  had 
been  added  to  the  British  Empire,  and  it  might  happen 
that  when  Australia  became  too  thickly  populated — 
(laughter) — and  some  of  her  people  looked  afield  for 
room,  they  would  be  able  to  say,  '^There  is  no  need  for 
you  to  leave  the  British  Empire;  you  can  go  to  the  south 
ipolar  regions."  (Laughter.)  On  behalf  of  the  GoAern- 
ment,  he  wished  to  express  their  highest  admiration  for 
Lieutenant  Shackleton's  achievements,  and  rejoiced  that 
he  had  been  enabled  to  make  such  a  noble  contribution 
to  scientific,  physical,  and  geographical  knowledge. 
(Cheers.)     Further  he  wished  to  express  the  hope  that 
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Lieutenant  Sliaokleton  would  be  spared  for  many  years 
to  win  still  further  credit  to  himself  and  the  British 
Empire.    (Cheers.) 

The  Mayor  of  Adelaide  said  it  p:ave  him  the  greatest 
pleasure  to  welcome  Lieutenant  Shackleton,  on  behalf 
of  the  citizens,  on  his  triumphant  return  from  the  ant- 
arctic. He  had  now  joined  that  band  of  intrepid  ex- 
plorers, whose  deeds  had  added  islands  and  continents 
to  the  Empire.  (Cheers.)  Lieutenant  Shackleton  was 
back  amonj^  them,  looking  well,  strong,  and  hearty. 
(Cheers.)  He  had  carried  out  the  undertaking  upon  which 
lie  had  embarked  magnificently,  and  had  succeeded  be- 
yond all  possible  expectations.  He  offered  him  the 
felicitations  of  the  citizens  of  Adelaide  upon  the  splen- 
did work  he  had  accomplished.  He  had  shown  the  world 
that  there  were  still  left  in  the  British  grit,  ability,  and 
determination  to  carry  out  hazardous  enterprises. 
(Cheers.  I  He  had  also  shown  that  not  only  in  the  old 
country,  l)ut  in  Greater  Britain  beyond  the  seas  were  men 
to  be  found  ready  to  risk  their  lives  in  the  performance 
of  great  deeds.  (Cheers.)  They  had  every  reason  to  be 
proud  of  the  country  which  could  supply  men  of  the 
stamj)  of  Lieutenant  Shackleton  and  his  companions,  and 
when  such  brave  men  could  be  found  ready  to  undertake 
periUius  adventures,  there  was  no  fear  of  the  future  of 
their  race.  (Cheers.)  His  Excellency  had  referred  to  the 
absence  of  the  laurel  wreath  with  whir-h  Mr.  Bruce,  when 
Mayor  of  Adelaide  said  he  would  crown  Lieutenant 
Shackleton  on  his  return  to  Adelaide  from  the  antarctic. 
He  did  not  know  whether  the  wreath  was  there  or  not, 
but  the  explorer  did  not  require  any  such  artificial  ac-' 
knowledgement.  The  wreath  of  honour  had  been  woven 
by  the  Lieutenant  himself,  and  it  rested  on  his  brow\ 
There  it  would  remain  throughout  his  life,  and  not  a  leaf 
of  it  would  ever  wither.     (Cheers.) 

Lieutenant  Shackleton,  who  was  received  with  three 
cheers  on  rising  to  respond,  said  so  many  kindly  words 
had  been  spoken  that  he  felt  much  embarrassed  in  his 
attempt  to  reply  for  the  expedition.  (Cheers.)  Full  well 
he  and  everyone  of  his  companions  knew  their  limita- 
tions, and  they  know  that  they  did  not  do  all  they  set  out 
to  do.  So  kindly  was  the  feeling  in  Australia  and  at 
home,  however,  that  their  shortcomings  were  overlooked, 
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and  their  work  was  appraised  at  perhaps  far  more  than 
its  value  (''No.")  Though  he,  as  leader  of  the  expedition, 
tried  to  do  his  best,  throughout  the  expedition,  not  once 
or  twice,  but  many  times  there  arose  circumstances  which 
no  leadership  could  foresee,  and  they  had  to  rely,  and 
did  rely,  on  some  Power  greater  than  theirs,  that  helped 
them  over  difficulties.  (Cheers.)  There  w^ere  times  when 
they  w^ere  almost  starving.  In  the  plateau,  when  Mr. 
Mawson  returned  from  making  his  journey  to  the  pole, 
£ind  when  the  western  party  went  out;  and  he  could  re- 
member instances  when,  if  they  had  had  to  depend  on 
human  leadership  alone,  they  would  have  failed.  (Cheers.) 
He  wanted  to  say  this  carefully  and  plainly,  because 
everyone  in  the  expedition  realised  that  in  their  hearts^ 
that  the  credit  for  a  great  deal  was  not  due  to  them. 
There  was  also  another  aspect  of  the  case.  He  followed 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  former  captain.  It  was  Captain 
Scott,  of  the  Discovery,  who  did  the  pioneering  work^ 
and  every  pioneer,  as  they  knew  in  this  young  country, 
went  out  to  pave  the  way  for  those  who  followed.  That 
was  his  position.  The  260  odd  miles  that  Captain  Scott 
pioneered  were  260  easy  miles  for  the  present  expedition, 
and  enabled  him,  before  he  started,  to  arrange  equipment 
suitable  for  the  unknown  country  that  was  still  before 
him.  (Cheers.)  Pie  had  also  to  remember  that  he  came 
out  to  Australia  desperately  in  need  of  funds,  and  that 
the  Commonwealth  Government  unanimously  voted  a 
substantial  sum,  which  proved  very  useful  in  the  carrying 
out  of  scientific  work.  (Cheers.)  Therefore  it  gave  him 
all  the  more  pleasure  to  feel  that  the  men  who  came  from 
Australia  did  such  good  work,  and  to  know  that  the 
money  was  used,  as  far  as  they  were  able  to  do  so,  in  a 
manner  that  they  hoped  would  be  acceptable  to  the 
people  of  Australia,  wiio  believed  in  them  in  those  early 
days.  (Cheers.)  He  could  say  no  more,  except  that  when 
he  left  Australia  in  a  few  days  he  would  take  with  him 
the  remembrance  of  the  kindness  shown  in  this  country 
towards  the  15  of  them  who  were  in  the  shore  party,  and 
the  20  men  in  the  ship.  (Cheers.)  Their  wjork  was  not 
done  by  one  or  two  men.  They  were  only  able  to  do  what 
they  did  by  the  active  co-operation  of  the  whole  of  the 
expedition.  (Cheers.)  As  His  Excellency  said,  it  was 
only  by  the  active  co-operation  of  every  man  of  the  party, 
all  working  for  the  one  object,  that,  while  they  did  not 
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reach  their  goal,  they  were  able  to  do  something.  (Cheers.) 
And  therefore,  it  was  with  his  companions  that  he  would 
take  this  kindly  greeting  of  sympathy  from  the  people  of 
South  Australia.    (Cheers.) 

:Mr.  :Mawson,  who  met  with  a  great  reception,  said 
he  looked  ui)on  himself  as  one  of  the  ruck  of  the  expedi- 
tion, and  he  took  it  that  the  meeting  that  morning  was 
not  held  in  his  honour,  but  rather  as  a  tribute  of  respect 
to  the  leader.  He  was  very  pleased  to  see  the  spontane- 
ous and  heartfelt  reception  w^hich  had  been  accorded 
Lieutenant  Shackleton.  The  newspapers  had  told  them 
the  sort  of  man  Lieutenant  Shackleton  was,  and  they 
were  able  to  judge  for  themselves  that  morning. 
(Cheers.)  The  leader  had  taken  no  special  credit  to  him- 
self for  the  success  of  the  expedition,  but  all  the  same, 
it  rested  nuiinly  on  him.  (Cheers.)  As  a  South  Austra- 
lian, for  the  time  being,  he  w^as  exceedingly  grateful  for 
the  honour  they  had  done  Mr.  Shackleton  that  morning. 
(Cheers.) 
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TWENTY-THIRD      SESSION,      1909-10. 

COUNCIL  MEETINGS. 

July  21st,  1909. 

Present — Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Messrs. 
S.  Newland,  A.  W.  Dobbie,  H.  P.  Moore,  and  E.  H. 
Newman. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  executors  of  the  late  Mr. 
A.  T.  Magarey  forwarding  to  this  Society  the  flag  used 
at  the  funeral  of  Messrs.  Wells  and  Jones,  two  members 
of  the  Calvert  Exploring  Expedition  who  perished  on 
the  expedition.    They  were  thanked  for  the  gift. 

President  reported  that  he  had  received  the  Public 
Schools  Teachers'  Association  on  Tuesday,  29th  June, 
and  had  shown  them  over  the  York  Gate  Library. 

The  following  were  elected  members: — Messrs.  G.  A. 
Wallmann,  A.  S.  Hawker,  A.  J.  Walkley,  A.  L.  Holtze, 
J.  G.  Russell,  F.  G.  Scammell,  G.  M.  Evan,  G.  F.  Dodwell, 
and  Warren  Edwards. 

Mr.   Moore  mentioned  the   practice   of  the  London 
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reach  thoir  jroal,  they  were  able  to  do  something.  (Cheers.) 
And  therefore,  it  was  with  his  companions  that  he  would 
take  this  kindly  jjreeting  of  sympathy  from  the  people  of 
South  Australia.    (Cheers.) 

:Mr.  ;Mawson.  who  met  with  a  great  reception,  said 
he  looked  upon  himself  as  one  of  the  ruck  of  the  expedi- 
tion, and  he  took  it  that  the  meeting  that  morning  w^as 
not  held  in  his  honour,  but  rather  as  a  tribute  of  respect 
to  the  leader.  He  was  very  pleased  to  see  the  spontane- 
ous and  heartfelt  reception  which  had  been  accorded 
Lieutenant  Shackleton.  The  new^spapers  had  told  them 
the  soi't  of  man  Lieutenant  Shackleton  was,  and  they 
were  able  to  judge  for  themselves  that  morning. 
(Cheers.)  The  leader  had  taken  no  special  credit  to  him- 
self for  the  success  of  the  expedition,  but  all  the  same, 
it  rested  nuiinly  on  him.  (Cheers.)  As  a  South  Austra- 
lian, for  the  time  being,  he  was  exceedingly  grateful  for 
the  honour  they  had  done  Mr.  Shackleton  that  morning. 
{( 'heers.) 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


erf    Hu»trala$ta 

(SOUTH     AUSTRALIAN      BRANCH). 
TWENTY-THIRD      SESSION,      1909-10. 

COUNCIL  MEETINGS. 

July  21st,  1909. 

Present — Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Messrs. 
S.  Newland,  A.  W.  Dobbie,  H.  P.  Moore,  and  E.  H. 
Newman. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  executors  of  the  late  Mr. 
A.  T.  Magarey  forwarding  to  this  Society  the  flag  used 
at  the  funeral  of  Messrs.  Wells  and  Jones,  two  members 
of  the  Calvert  Exploring  Expedition  who  perished  on 
the  expedition.    They  were  thanked  for  the  gift. 

President  reported  that  he  had  received  the  Public 
Schools  Teachers'  Association  on  Tuesday,  29th  June, 
and  had  shown  them  over  the  York  Gate  Library. 

The  following  were  elected  members : — Messrs.  G.  A. 
Wallmann,  A.  S.  Hawker,  A.  J.  Walkley,  A.  L.  Holtze, 
J.  G.  Russell,  F.  G.  Scammell,  G.  M.  Evan,  G.  F.  Dodwell, 
and  Warren  Edwards. 

Mr.   Moore  mentioned  the   practice   of  the  London 
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Koval  (}eojrraplii<al  Society  in  granting  School  Medals, 
and  moved  that  tbey  be  asked  to  inform  this  Society  of 
the  conditions  on  which  such  medals  are  awarded,  with 
a  view  to  this  Society  adopting  a  similar  practice.  The 
motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 


August  20th,  1009. 

Present — Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Messrs. 
S.  NewUmd,  W.  P.  Auld,  H.  P.  Moore,  E.  H.  Newman, 
and  T.  S.  Keed  (Secretary). 

The  following  members  were  elected: — Dr.  W.  T. 
Angove,  Messrs.  P.  Whitington,  J.  A.  Riley,  Bayfield 
:M()nlden.  Jno.  Shiels,  W.  J.  Scammell,  L.  R.  Scaramell, 
H.  D.  Sutherland,  J.  R.  F'owler,  L.  A.  Jessop,  J.  Dunbar, 
R.  J.  Hawkes,  A.  E.  Ayers,  J.  C.  Shierlaw,  J.  Marshall, 
C.  A.  Schultz.  (\  Kirks,'  and  Hon.  S.  J.  Mitchell. 

Mr.  ^V.  P.  Auld  presented  the  board  which  had  been 
])hiced  at  the  head  of  the  grave  of  Mr.  W.  D.  Kekwick^ 
the  second  in  command  of  J.  McDouall  Stuart's  party, 
and  had  remained  there  in  a  fine  state  of  preservation, 
until  it  was  replaced  by  the  headstone  which  the  Society 
had  assisted  in  erecting  recentlv. 


September  14th,  1009. 

A  Special  fleeting  of  the  Council  to  bid  farewell  to- 
Mr.  E.  II.  Newman,  LL.R.  who  has  resigned  his  position 
as  Hon.  Secretary-  on  account  of  his  removal  to  Sydney. 
The  President  (Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson),  in  behalf  of  the 
Council,  expressed  to  Mr.  Newman  the  great  regret  that 
was  felt  on  the  receipt  of  his  resignation,  and  said  the 
Council  recognised  the  valuable  services  he  had  rendered 
as  Hon.  Secretary  to  the  Society  for  the  past  13  years. 
Mr.  Newman  was  not  the  only  member  of  his  family  who 
had  i)laced  the  Society  under  a  debt  of  gratitude,  as  his 
father  had  occupied  the  position  of  Hon.  Secretary  prior 
to  their  guest's  ai)pointment.  The  President  then  offered 
Mr.  Newman  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  Council 
and  of  the  members  of  the  Societv  for  the 
conscientious  and  able  work  he  had  so  willingly 
and     generously     done,     and      asked     him      to      accept 
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a  work  entitled  "Sunny  South  Australia,"  as  a 
slight  token  of  their  esteem.  He  trusted  that  in  years  to 
come  it  would  remind  him  of  the  State  in  which  he  had 
spent  so  many  years,  and  of  the  sincere  friends,  w^ho 
would  watch  with  interest  his  career.  Mr.  S.  Newland 
also  expressed  his  regret  at  the  resignation  of  Mr.  New- 
man, and  said  as  a  former  President  of  the  Society  he 
knew  and  fully  apreciated  the  value  of  his  work  as  Hon. 
Secretar3\  He  hoped  Mr.  Newman  would  at  some  future 
date  return  to  South  Australia.  Mr.  Newman  thanked 
the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  ai)preciation  of  his 
work,  for  their  expression  of  good  wishes  for  the  future, 
and  for  the  valued  present  they  had  made  to  him.  It  had 
been  a  great  pleasure  to  him  to  be  associated  with  the 
Geographical  Society  as  Hon.  Secretary  for  a  number  of 
years  which  would  rank  among  the  many  happy  memories 
of  his  life  in  South  Australia.  He  hoped  that  the  future 
of  the  Society  would  be  a  prosperous  and  active  one,  and 
that  it  would  continue  to  be  a  strong  influence  in  develop- 
ing in  South  Australia  a  deep  interest  in  geographical 
matters,  and  in  the  historic  association  of  the  State  and 
Australia  generally. 

The  following  were  elected  members: — Col.  Makin, 
W.  J.  Isbister,  Messrs,  Reid,  Baird,  G.  L.  Reed,  Jno. 
Roach,  F.  A.  Joyner,  and  Jno.  Moule. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  (Mr.  T.  Gill),  proposed  the  ap- 
pointment of  Mr.  F.  W.  Giles  as  Hon.  Secretary,  vice 
E.  H.  Newman  resigned.  Mr.  A.  W.  Piper  seconded. 
Carried. 


November  3rd,  1900. 

Present — Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Mr.  A. 
W.  Piper  (Vice-President),  Messrs.  S.  Newland,  W.  P. 
Auld,  A.  W.  Dobbie,  H.  P.  Moore,  Thos.  Gill,  F.  W.  Giles, 
and  T.  S.  Reed  (Secretary). 

The  following  were  elected  members: — Messrs.  W. 
Burford,  Hon  Sir.  J.  H.  Gordon,  Major  Patterson,  Messrs. 
Walter  H.  Baker,  T.  H.  Atkinson,  E.  J.  Tregenza,  J.  0. 
Genders,  J.  O.  Philips,  F.  H.  Cowell,  E.  J.  Green,  Arnold 
E.  Davey,  W.  Bickford,  Jno.  Sandford,  R.  H.  Lathlean, 
T.  W.  Fleming,  Otto  H.  Schomburgk,  T.  O'Halloran  Giles. 

Secretary  reported  the  presentation  to  the  Society 
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by  Sir  Lanjjdon  Bonython,  of  a  painting  of  the  Bonythoa 
Range,  Northern  Territory,  painted  by  William  Huddle- 
stone  from  drawings  and  photographs  by  Capt.  H.  V. 
Barclay  of  the  Barclay-MacPherson  Exploring  Expedi- 
tion of  1904.    Accepted  with  thanks. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Secretary  write  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Start  Statue  Committee  suggesting  that  a 
meeting  of  the  Committee  may  be  called  at  an  early  date 
in  order  to  proceed  with  the  movement  re  erection  of  a 
statue  to  Sturt. 


November  9th,  1909. 

Special  Joint  Meetings  of  the  Councils  of  the  Royal 
Geographical  Society  and  Royal  Society  held  on  Tuesday,. 
Nov(Mnber  9tli,  1909,  to  consider  the  Public  Library  Bill 
and  the  representation  on  the  Library  Board. 

Present — Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Mr.  A. 
W.  Piper  (Vice  President),  Messrs.  W.  P.  Auld,  H.  P. 
Moore,  A.  \^^  Dobbie,  F.  W.  Giles,  and  T.  S.  Reed  (Sec- 
retary), representing  the  Geogra])hical  Society;  and  Dr. 
Verco  (President),  and  Messrs.  G.  G.  Mayo,  W.  Howchin, 
and  W.  B.  Poole,  representing  the  Royal  Society. 

A  hotter  was  drafted  to  the  Hon  the  Premier  pointing 
out  the  grave  injustice  to  this  Society  as  proposed  in  the 
Consolidated  Library  Bill  now  before  the  House  of  As- 
sembly in  the  provision  under  Clause  7  for  the  joint  rep- 
resentation in  the  Board  of  the  Geographical  Society  and 
the  Royal  Society  by  one  representative  only,  and  point- 
ing out  that  as  the  two  Societies  are  formed  for  different 
piu'iioses  and  ])iirsne  different  ends  independently  of  each 
other  and  as  the  governing  bodies  and  the  memberships 
of  the  two  Societies  are  entirely  distinct,  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  any  one  person  could  act  for  both.  More- 
over that  the  Council  is  informed  that  in  the  original 
draft  of  the  Bill  now  under  discussion,  provision  was 
made  for  the  Society  having  separate  representation.  The 
Council  therefore  respectfully  suggests  that  the  Bill  may 
be  so  amended  as  to  allow  the  Geographical  Society  to 
have  a  full  representative  on  the  Board. 

The  draft  of  this  letter  was  fully  approved  by  reso- 
lution of  both  Societies,  and  a  draft  of  a  similar  letter 
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was  adopted  bv  the  Royal  Society  asking  also  for  a  full 
representative  on  the  Library  Board. 


December  15th,  1909. 

Present — Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Messrs. 
W.  P.  Auld,  A.  W.  Dobbie,  H.  P.  Moore,  Thos.  Gill,  F.  W. 
Giles,  and  T.  S.  Reed  (Secretary). 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Public 
Library  Board  dated  August  25th  last,  asking  the  assent 
of  the  Council  through  the  signature  (on  their  behalf)  of 
the  President  to  certain  proposed  amendments  in  the 
Memorandum  of  Agreement  betw^een  the  Library  Board 
and  the  Affiliated  Societies  with  reference  to  the  use  of 
the  Episcope  and  Projecting  Lantern.  The  Council  ap- 
proved of  the  Amended  Memorandum,  and  assented  to 
the  signature  of  the  President  thereon  on  behalf  of  the 
Society. 

The  following  w^ere  elected  members: — Messrs.  Thos. 
Harris,  L.  A.  Morice,  J.  G.  Ashton,  A.  Astley,  Horace 
Rounsevell,  E.  E.  Cleland,  His  Honor  Judge  Homburg, 
Arthur  Searcy,  and  Josiali  Bonnin. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Gill,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  W. 
Dobbie,  that  ^Ir.  Raymond  Dubois  be  elected  an  honorary 
member  of  this  Society  in  recognition  of  his  services  and 
gifts  to  the  Society.     Carried. 

It  was  moved  bv  Mr.  H.  P.  Moore,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  W.  P.  Auld  ^'Tliat  Sir  Ernest  Shackleton,  K.C.M.G., 
in  recognition  of  his  great  work  in  Antarctic  Explora- 
tion, be  elected  an  honorary  member  of  this  Society.'^ 
Carried. 


January  28th,  1910. 

Present — Mr.  ^\'.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Sir  Lang- 
don  Bonvthon,  Messrs.  R.  K.  Thomas,  W.  P.  Auld,  Thos. 
Gill,  and  F.  W.  Giles. 

It  was  proposed  by  Sir  Langdon  Bonython,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  R.  K.  Thomas,  ^'that  a  letter  be  drafted 
and  sent  to  the  Hon.  the  Premier  that  this  Council  urges 
upon  the  Government  that  in  naming  places  or  geogra- 
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]»lii(al  features,  native  names  should  be  adopted,  except 
in  cases  where  it  is  considered  desirable  that  the  names 
of  navi^^ators,  explorers,  and  i)ioneer  colonists  should  be 
pcrpetuattMl. 

It  was  proposed  by  Sir  Lanojdon  Bonython,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  W.  P.  Auld,  "that  a  letter  should  be 
forwarded  to  the  (Tovernment  re  publication  of  Journal 
and  ^Iai>s  of  the  Barclay  and  McPherson  Expedition, 
whi<h  were  handed  over  for  publication  about  five  years 
aj50.    Carried. 


April  29th.  1010. 

Present — Mr.  W.  B.  AA'ilkinson  (President),  Messrs. 
W.  P.  Auld,  Thos.  dill,  F.  W.  Giles,  and  T.  S.  Keed  (Sec- 
retary). 

A  lettei-  was  read  from  Mr.  Raymond  Dubois,  thank- 
ing; the  So(  iety  for  the  honour  they  had  conferred  upon 
him  by  electinj*-  him  an  honorary  member  of  the  Geo- 
ji:rai»hical  Society,  and  that  on  his  next  visit  to  Papua  it 
was  his  intention  to  collect  specimens  of  native  art  for 
the  Society. 

The  ScM-rt^tary  reported  the  arrival  by  mail  steamer 
in  Adelaide  of  Miss  Silver,  dauj»hter  of  the  late  Mr.  S.  W, 
Siilver,  on  her  way  to  Enj»land,  and  of  her  expressed 
desire  to  see  the  York  Gate  Library  purchased  by  the 
Ge()j>rai)hical  Society.  Miss  Silver  was  met  at  the 
Society's  rooms  bv  Mr.  W.  B.  Wilkinson  (President),  Sir 
R.  Kyffin  Thomas,  Messrs.  Thos.  Gill,  F.  AV.  Giles,  and 
T.  S.  RecHl  (Secretary). 

Miss  Silver  ex])ressed  her  delif»ht  at  the  jijeneral  ap- 
]»eaiance  of  the  Library,  and  that  such  splendid  accomo- 
dation had  been  found  for  the  books  her  late  father  had 
collected. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  he  had  received  from 
Lady  Kintore  two  photoftrai)hs  of  Lady  Ethel  Baird  and 
Lady  Hilda  Keith  Falconer,  as  contributions  to  the 
Society's  Album.     To  be  acknowledged  with  thanks. 

The  followinj;:  were  elected  members: — Messrs.  P. 
McMahon  Glynn  and  Eustace  B.  Grundy. 
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July  6th,  1910. 

Present — Mr.  W.  B.  ^A'ilkinson  (President),  Messrs, 
S.  Newland,  A.  M.  Simpson,  A.  W.  Dobbie,  W.  P.  Auld. 
H.  P.  Moore,  Thos.  Gill,  F.  W.  Giles,  and  T.  S.  Reed 
(Secretary). 

The  President  reported  that  His  Excellency  the 
Goyernor  had  consented  to  preside  at  the  Annnal 
Meetino-  of  the  Society  on  Tuesday,  July  12th. 

The  President,  Members  of  Council,  and  Auditors 
were  nominated  for  the  cominjij  session. 

The  Council  resolyed  that  a  letter  be  sent  to  the 
Federal  Goyernment  of  the  Commonwealth,  askino-  that 
pensions  may  be  granted  to  the  widows  of  W.  D. 
Kekwick  and  Ben  Head,  members  of  the  John  McDouall 
Stuart  exploring  x)arty  that  crossed  the  Continent  in 
1860.     Carried. 

The  President  reported  that  the  members  of  the 
Council  had  met  Professor  Dayid  at  the  Railway  Station 
on  May  31st  last,  and  subsequently  at  the  Society's 
rooms.  Institute  Buildings. 

Mr.  Coulthard,  jun.,  presented  to  the  Council, 
through  Mr.  W.  P.  Auld,  a  water  tin  carried  by  his  late 
father,  Mr.  W.  Coulthard,  the  explorer,  who  perished  in 
the  bush  through  thirst,  and  whose  body  was  subsequent- 
ly found  by  Mr.  Babbage,  Goyernment  Geologist,  leader 
of  a  party  which  went  out  in  1857.  On  the  canteen  is 
traced,  now  partly  legible,  the  last  message  of  the  dying 
man — ^'I  never  reached  water.  I  do  not  know  how  long 
it  is  since  I  left  Scott  and  Brooks;  bleeding  ^"Pomp"  (his 

horse)  to  live  on  his  blood I  took  his  black 

horse   too    look    for    water,    and    the    last   thing    I    can 
remember  is  putting  the  saddle  off  and  letting  him  go. 

Until  now  it  is  not  good  ....  long  may  it  be, 
whether  2  or  3  days  I  do  not  know  ...  I  am  not 
-sure  .  .  .  my  tong  is  st iking  to  my  mouth  and  I  see 
what  I  haye  rote  and  know  this  is  the  last  time  I  may 

haye   of   expressing   feeling Blind   although 

feeling  exce     .     .     .     for     .     .     .     want  of  water  my  ey 
dasels  my  tong  burn     ...     1  can  see  no  way     .     .     . 
'Ood  help     ...     I  can't  get  ui)." 
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ATTENDANCE  ROLL  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Council 
Meetings, 

W.  B.  ^^'ilkillson  (President) 9 

A.  W.  riper  (Vice-President) 3 

Sir  Lanj»doii  Boiiython 1 

S.  Newland 6 

W.  P.  Auld 8 

R.   Kvflin  Thomas 1 

A.  AV.  Dol)l)ie 5 

A.  W.  Siiiij)son 2 

Hon.  J.  Lewis — 

E.  H.  P.akewell — 

H.  P.  Moore 7 

T.  Gill 4 

p].  H.  Newman* 3 

F.  W.  Giles 5 

Sanders     — 

*Resigned  September  14,  1909. 
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ANNUAL  MEETING. 

July   12,    1910. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  8outh  Australian 
Branch  of  the  Roval  Geographical  Society  veas  held  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  July  12  1910.  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  (Sir  Day  Hort  IJosanquet,  G.C.V.O.,  kIc.B.j 
presided,  and  there  was  a  fair  attendance  of  members. 

ADDRESS  BY  THE  PRESIDENT  (MR.  W.  B. 
WILKINSON). 

This  is  the  Annual  Meeting  of  Members  to  receive 
the  Report  for  the  past  year  and  to  elect  the  Council  for 
the  ensuing  year,  but  it  is  something  more;  it  is  the  2oth 
Anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  Society,  for  it  is 
just  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  that  on  the  lOth  July, 
1885,  a  number  of  us  assembled  at  a  preliminary  meeting 
at  the  Town  Hall  presided  over  by  His  Honor  the  Chief 
Justice,  Sir  Samuel  Way,  at  which  a  resolution  was  pro- 
posed that  it  was  expedient  to  form  a  Branch  of  the 
Geographical  Society  of  Australasia. 

The  late  Sir  Samuel  Davenport  was  the  mover  of 
this  resolution,  whicli  was  seconded  by  the  late  Sir 
Henry  Ayers  and  supported  by  the  Bishop  of  Adelaide, 
Dr.  Kennion  (now  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells).  The 
resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  and  it  was  thus 
that  our  Society  came  in  existence. 

The  Meeting  then  resolved  itself  into  the  first  Gen- 
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^ral  Meeting  of  the  Society,  and  the  following  Council 
was  electetl,  viz. 

Sir  Samuel  l)aveni)ort. 

Sir  Thomas  Elder. 

;Mr.  (\  W.  (loyder,  (Surveyor  General). 

Hon.  F.  E.  H.^  Krichauff 

Hon.  R.  A.  Tarlton. 

Mr.  0.  Hope  Harris,  and 

Mr.  W.  B.  AVilkinson. 
with 

Mr.  Thos.  (lill — Honorary  Treasurer, 
and 

Messrs  J.  W.  Jones  and  A.  T.  Magarey 

as  Honorary  Secretaries. 

I  am  ha])]>y  to  say  that  Mr.  (lill  is  still  our  Hon- 
orary Treasurer  and  I  am  the  only  other  member  of  the 
original  Council  still  in  office. 

On  the  22nd  October  1SS5  the  Inaugural  Meeting  of 
the  Society  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  the  Governor, 
Sir  W.  (\  F.  Kobinson.  jU'esiding. 

Sir  Samuel  Davenitoit  delivered  the  Inaugural 
Address,  a  jnasterpiece  as  a  compilation  of  Australian 
ileographical  history,  in  which  were  included  the  re- 
cords of  exi)loration  from  the  time  when  the  Dutch  navi- 
gator Dirk  Hartog,  in  lOlO,  during  a  voyage  from  Hol- 
land to  India,  discovered  and  landed  at  Sharks  Bay  on 
The  North  West  coast  of  Autralia,  up  to  the  date  of  the 
forniation  of  the  Society.  Sir  Samuel's  address  was  pub- 
lished in  Vol.  1  of  this  Society's  proceedings,  an  unpre- 
tentious little  volume  which  is  becoming  very  scarce  and 
is  now  catalogued  in  London  at  the  price  of  10/6. 

At  our  last  annual  meeting  the  suggestion  was  made 
by  M\\  W.  J.  Sowden  that  the  Secretary,  Mr.  T.  S.  Reed, 
might  compile  for  this  Anniversary  gathering,  a  sum- 
mary of  the  Ex])lorations  that  have  taken  place  in  the 
('ommonwealth  from  the  time  of  the  inaugural  meeting 
to  the  ])resent  date.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  Mr.  Reed, 
with  his  usual  enthusiasm,  has  devoted  himself  to  this 
task  and  will  presently  place  before  you  the  results. 

It  recently  occurred  to  me  that  it  might  be  desirable 
if  a  general  geogra})hical  record  (other  than  Austra- 
lasian) was  also  prepared,  this  I  have  ventured  to 
attempt,  and   with  your  permission   I   will   indicate  in 
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brief  outline  some  of  the  many  national  movements  that 
have  taken  place.  The  chronicle  of  events  is  but  a  mere 
skeleton,  very  crude,  very  incomplete,  but  I  trust  it  may 
be  of  some  little  interest  to  our  members. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  any  similar  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world  has  been  so  fruitful  in  Geographical 
and  Territorial  development  and  expansion,  as  the  last 
twenty  five  3  ears.  These  developments  have  been  abun- 
dantly apparent  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  and  all  have 
a  bearing  more  or  less  upon  its  geographical  progress. 

GEOGRAPHICAL  REVIEW  OF  25  YEARS. 

ASIA. 

In  Asia  the  extension  of  the  Russian  Dominiom 
over  a  portion  of  Manchuria,  with  the  construction  of 
the  Trans-Siberian  Railway  has  linked  the  East  with  the 
West,  opening  up  the  vast  and  previously  inaccessible 
interior  of  the  Russian  Empire. 

In  Manchuria  alone,  where  Russia  has  now  great 
vested  interests,  tens  of  millions  of  acres  are  reported 
as  only  awaiting  the  plough  to  become  one  of  the  greatest 
wheat  producing  countries  of  the  world. 

The  Railway,  which  was  commenced  in  1891,  occu- 
pied nine  years  in  construction,  its  total  length  from 
Ural  to  Vladivostok  being  nearly  5,000  miles,  costing  a 
sum  of  five  hundred  million  dollars. 

TIBET. 

Special  interest  has  been  taken  of  late  years  in  the 
exploration  of  the  mountain  ranges  of  Tibet-the  ^^Roof 
of  the  World.'^ 

An  expedition  of  great  importance  was  conducted 
in  1904  by  Sir  Frank  Younghusband,  when,  accompanied 
by  a  military  force  under  the  command  of  General 
Macdonald,  he  forced  his  way,  after  severe  fighting,  to 
the  Sacred  City  of  Lhassa  and  coni])leted  "an  epoch-mak- 
ing event  in  the  history  of  Asia,"  which  proved  of  great 
geographical  significance  and  political  influence. 

After  crossing  the  Karola  Pass  at  an  altitude  of 
16,000  ft.  Sir  Frank,  in  describing  his  approach  to 
Lhasa,  says: — "At  length  on  August  2nd,  we  rounded 
our  last  corner  and  saw  the  golden  roofs  of  the  Potala 
of  Lhasa  glittering  in  the  distance,  and  on  the  following 
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ludia  Islands,  Java,  Sumatra,  Borneo,  Celebes;  the 
deveIoi)nH^nt  of  these  islands  being  largelj^  due  to  the 
increasing  demand  for  tropical  products.  A  matter  of 
sjiecial  note  is  the  ceding  of  the  Philippine  Islands  ta 
the  United  States. 

AFRICA. 

In  Africa  stupendous  developments  have  taken 
place,  chiefly  under  the  influence  of  the  British  nation. 
Tlic  enormous  blanks  of  twenty  five  years  ago,  which 
existed  in  the  Centre  and  West  of  the  African 
Continent,  have  been  gradually  reduced. 

The  region  from  the  Northern  Boundary  of  Cape 
Colony  to  Lake  Tanganyika  and  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  Congo  has  been  practically  mapped,  and  the  great 
Ruwenzori  Range  (discovered  by  Sir  Henry  M.  Stanley) 
has  hi^m  exi)l<)red  and  its  summit  reached,  at  an  altitude 
of  some  20,(100  feet,  by  that  brilliant  explorer,  the  Duke 
of  Abruzzi. 

The  subjection  of  Egypt  and  the  Soudan  with  a 
death  blow  given  to  Mahdism — the  construction  of  the 
Cajie  to  Cairo  railway,  and  the  Assouan  and  Assiout 
dams  across  the  Nile,  the  conquest  of  the  Boers,  the 
acquisition  and  development  of  Rhodesia,  the  opening 
uj)  of  the  West  Coast,  the  exploration  of  the  interior 
regions,  with  the  extension  of  railways  in  various 
directions,  the  settlement  of  British  East  Africa,  and 
the  recent  Federation  of  the  South  African  States,  are 
a  few  of  the  many  features  of  evolution  through  which 
this  vast  continent  has  passed. 

ABYSSINIA  AND  SOMALILAND. 

Extensive  exploration  has  been  witnessed  in 
Abyssinia  and  Somaliland,  whilst  in  Western  Africa 
British,  French,  and  German  explorers  have  penetrated 
Ihitherto  unknown  country.  The  district  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lake  Chad  has  been  partly  mapped, 
and  the  great  Desert  Sahara  has  been  penetrated  and 
crossed  from  various  starting  points,  revealing  the  fact 
that  in  jiarts  the  land  is  not  of  the  utterly  worthless 
character  that  it  was  believed  to  be. 
CANADA. 

The  Dominion  of  Canada  has  been  the  scene  of 
unprecedented   territorial    development,    huge   tracts   in 
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the  Northern  and  North  West  Territory,  including  the 
Yukon,  have  been  explored  and  mapped,  whilst  large 
areas  of  the  latter  have  been  colonized  and  brought 
under  cultivation.  The  extension  of  the  railroads,  in 
many  instances  through  mountainous  country  in  the 
face  of  almost  unsurmountable  difficulties,  is  one  of  the 
many  monuments  which  demonstrate  the  skill,  courage,^ 
determination,  and  resourcefulness  of  the  British 
Oalonist. 

THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Territory  of  Alaska  has  witnessed  great 
development  and  progress,  particularly  in  tlie  vicinity  of 
the  Yukon  Eiver.  The  investigation  of  both  the  topo- 
graphy and  geology  of  Alaska,  with  its  great  mountain 
ranges,  has  been  most  marked.  The  Yukon  Territory 
especially,  has  been  so  thoroughly  explored  that  only  a 
comparatively  small  area  between  the  mouth  of  the 
Mackenzie  and  Northern  Alaska  now  remains  un- 
explored. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Marked  settlement  and  progress  have  characterized 
many  of  the  South  American  Republics,  particularly  the 
Argentine,  Chile,  Paraguay,  Brazil,  Peru,  and  Bolivia, 
but  some  millions  of  square  miles  in  the  southern  conti- 
nent still  remain  practically  unexplored. 

As  an  instance  of  the  great  development  in  the 
Argentine,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  the  ten  years  from 
1895  to  1905,  the  area  under  cultivation  increased  by  170 
per  cent.,  the  actual  increase  being  no  less  than  twenty 
million  acres.  The  Argentine  comes  next  to  the  United 
States  in  the  provision  of  railways  proportionately  to  the 
number  of  her  inhabitants. 

POLAR  REGIONS. 

During  the  period  under  review,  greater  knowledge 
has  been  gained  of  the  physical  geography  of  the  Polar 
regions,  and  also  of  the  geological  and  meteorological 
conditions,  than  for  all  time  preceding  that  period. 

Amongst  the  principal  explorers  who  have  added  to 
our  knowledge  of  the  Arctic  regions  may  be  mentioned 
Sverdrup,  Nordenskjold,  Ammandsen,  Jackson,  Nansen, 
Abruzzi,  and  Peary.  The  work  of  these  intrepid  ex- 
plorers   has    resulted    in    the    mapping    of    portions    of 
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(ii-eenlaiid,  Spitzbergen,  Franz  Joseph  Land,  Ellesmere 
Island,  and  a  ronsidorablo  portion  of  the  Arctic  regions 
Iving  bctwm^u  the  above  islands  and  the  North  Pole. 

An  vvvui  of  special  interest  was  the  voyage  of  the 
Xorwej^ian  barcpie  "Gjoa,"  under  Captain  Ammandsen, 
wlicn,  in  1!M>5,  she  completely  solved  the  problem  of  the 
North  A>>st  Passage,  winning  the  distinction  of  being 
tlic  first  vessel  to  navigate  the  passage,  her  coui'se  being 
fr(»ni  East  to  AVest — from  Oodhavn  to  Nome  (Alaska). 

In  the  Antarctic  there  has  been  much  active  and 
successful  work  of  representative  expeditions — Belgian, 
Swedish,  (iennan,  French,  and  Kritisli,  and  special  men- 
tion must  be  made  of  the  expeditions  commanded  by  Pro- 
ft^ssor  Nordenskjold,  Captain  Scott,  Dr.  Charcot,  and 
T.ieut.  Shackleton.  The  success  of  the  recent  Polar  ex- 
j>editions,  more  particularly  by  Sir  Ernest  Shackleton  in 
the  South,  and  Rear  Admiral  Peary  in  the  North,  have 
Iteen  fully  dealt  with  in  the  Annals  of  the  Society. 

AT  STRALASIA. 

The  feature  of  most  importance  in  our  National  Life 
has  been  the  accomplishment  of  a  scheme  of  Federation 
uniting  the  whole  of  our  States  and  Tasmania  into  an 
Australian  Commonwealth.  , 

Steady  i)r()gress  has  be^en  made  in  the  exploration, 
uuii>]»ing,  and  settlement  of  the  Australian  Continent. 
This  subject,  however,  is  being  specially  dealt  with  in 
a  ])aper  i)repared  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  T.  S.  Reed,  and 
does  not  call  for  further  comment  here. 

In  the  Newly  acquired  Territory  of  Papua,  as  well 
as  in  the  German  and  Dutch  possessions  in  the  Northern 
and  A>'estern  portions  of  New  Guinea,  explorations  of 
importance  and  value  have  taken  place. 

SCIENTIFIC  GEOGRAPHY. 

The  geographical  developments  touched  upon  in  the 
foregoing  remarks  are  not  more  marked  than  the 
reformation  and  diffusion  of  the  study  of  Scientific 
<tcography,  its  universal  recognition,  and  the  wide- 
spread interest  which  is  now  being  taken  in  geographical 
research. 

This  movement  was  first  noticeable  in  Germany  and 
Austria,  and  later  in  England. 
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The  Koval  Geographical  Society  (London)  has 
wielded  great  inflnence  and  practical  encouragement  in 
promoting  the  study  of  geography,  and  of  indicating  the 
numerous  avenues  in  which  geographical  knowledge  can 
be  turned  to  practical  account.  The  holding  of  Inter- 
national Geographical  Congresses  in  various  parts  of  the 
world  has  also  been  a  characteristic  feature  in  pro- 
moting the  study  of  scientific  research,  with  evident 
results  of  a  practical  nature. 

The  press  has  greatly  assisted  in  fostering  a  popular 
interest  in  Geography  by  the  publication  of  maps  having 
n  special  bearing  on  any  country  which  for  the  moment 
is  before  the  public  eye,  and  the  excellent  maps  of  the 
Arctic  and  Antarctic  regions,  which  have  been  recently 
published  in  our  newspapers,  have  done  much  to 
stimulate  a  more  general  and  enthusiastic  interest  in 
Polar  research. 

It  is  only  of  late  years  that  the  principal  Universi- 
ties in  Great  Britain  have  given  proper  recognition  to 
the  study  of  Geography. and  Oxford  took  the  lead  in  this 
important  branch  of  study.  There  are  now  lectureships 
in  Geography  at  the  Universities  of  Cambridge,  London, 
Manchester,  Liverpool,  Birmingham,  Edinburgh, 
Aberystwith,  and  Sheffield,  in  addition  to  Oxford. 

OCEANOGRAPHY.— 

Constant  advance  is  also  being  made  in  Ocean- 
ograpy,  and  much  has  been  added  to  our  knowledge  in 
this  direction.  The  cable  companies  and  the  surveying 
vessels  of  the  British  Government,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Hydrographic  department  of  the  Admiralty,  have 
contributed  valuable  information. 

Prominent  features  under  this  head  are  the  Deep 
Sea  Expeditions  and  Dredgings  of  Albert,  Prince  of 
Monaco,  who  commenced  this  work  in  1885,  and  there- 
after for  four  years  he  explored  the  ocean  depths 
as  far  even  as  the  .American  coast,  and  up  to 
the  present  time  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
yearly  ocean  explorations  for  about  six  months  in  each 
year,  bringing  to  light  and  recording  in  his  interesting 
publications  numberless  marine  animals  hitherto  un- 
known. 

In  addition  to  his  oceanic  researches,  he  has  devised 
an  Oceanographical  Institute  on  a  scale  of  magnitude 
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hitherto  unparalleled  in  any  other  branch  of  science. 
The  scheme  consists  of  two  parts — firstly  a  School  of 
Oceanoj^rajHiy  in  the  X^niversity  of  Paris,  with  three 
jM-ofessors.  who  are  now  enj^aged  in  the  work  — a  school 
which  will  inchide  an  International  Committee,  on 
which  the  Oceanooraphers  of  all  countries  are  to  be 
represented,  (this  institute  he  has  endowed  with 
£1(;(),00(I),  and  secondly,  an  Oceanographical  Museum  at 
Monaco,  which  was  opened  in  March  last,  and  which  will 
include  not  only  the  Prince  of  Monaco's  ow^n  collection, 
but  ultimately,  it  is  hoped,  collections  representative  of 
the  physics  and  biology  of  the  ocean  in  all  parts  of  the 
globe. 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Since  the  last  Annual  Meeting,  which  was  held  on 
the  25th  June,  1909,  your  Council  has  held  nine 
meetings,  and  during  the  year  70  new  members  have 
been  added  to  the  roll,  this  being  the  largest  number  of 
new  members  joining  in  any  year  during  the  Society's 
existence.  It  is  also  very  pleasing  to  report  that  the 
total  number  of  members,  viz.,  195,  is  a  record  since  the 
inauguration  of  the  Society,  25  years  ago. 

It  is  with  very  deep  regret  that  the  Council  records 
the  death  of  Mr.  John  Gordon,  one  of  the  Society's  most 
ardent  supporters,  and  a  much  respected  and  valued 
citizen.  The  Society  has  also  sustained  a  severe  and 
permanent  loss  through  the  recent  death  of  Sir  Robert 
Kyffin  Thomas.  For  many  years  he  took  a  most  active 
and  practical  interest  in  the  Society's  affairs.  Sir  Robert 
was  a  member  of  the  Council  from  1887  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  and  held  office  as  Vice-President  for  three 
years,  and  as  Pi'csident  from  1900  to  1903.  He  was  ever 
foremost  in  cheerfully  placing  his  time,  his  knowledge, 
and  the  results  of  his  wide  experience,  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Society,  and  lost  no  opportunity  in  promoting  the 
advancement  of  Geographical  knowledge  and  research. 

Five  lectures  were  delivered  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Society  during  the  past  Session,  viz,  : — 

30th  July— By  Mr.  W.  J.  Sowden  on  ^^Java,  the 
Land  of  Eternal  Summer." 

3rd  Se]»tend)er— By  Mr.  A.  H.  Bryson  on  "India  and 
the  Noi-thern  Territory  in  relation  to  the  production  of 
Cereals." 
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25th  September— By  Mr.  G.  F.  Dodwell  on  "The 
Observatories  of  the  World." 

14th  October — By  Mr.  John  Roach,  on  "Norway, 
the  Land  of  the  Midnight  Sun." 

18th  November — By.  IMr.  David  Lindsay  on  "The 
Northern  Territory,  its  resources  and  future  develop- 
ments." 

THE  YEAR'S  GEOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 

The  North  Pole  has  been  the  central  geographical 
point  of  the  world's  interest  during  the  past  year,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  at  length,  after  generations  of 
ardent  striving,  heroic  efforts,  great  financial  expendi- 
ture, and  loss  of  noble  lives,  the  goal  of  all  Arctic 
explorers  has  been  reached,  and  to  Commander  Peary  of 
the  United  States  of  America  has  fallen  the  well- 
deserved  honour  of  being  the  first  man  who  has  reached 
the  Northern  extremity  of  the  world's  axis. 

The  honour  has  not,  however,  been  attained  without 
dispute,  as  previous  to  Peary's  dramatic  announcement 
in  a  cable  message  to  his  wife  on  the  6th  September, 
1909,  which  read: — "Have  made  good  at  last,  have  the 
old  Pole,"  a  rival  claimant,  Dr.  Frederick  Albert  Cook, 
five  days  previously,  viz.,  on  1st  September,  1909, 
proclaimed  that  on  April  21st,  1908,  he  had  reached  the 
Pole,  but  as  the  Council  of  the  special  committee  of  the 
LTniversity  of  Copenhagen,  after  full  enquiry,  and  after 
examination  of  his  note  books  and  records  which  were 
placed  before  the  Committee,  found  "that  the  evidence 
submitted  contains  not  the  slightest  proof  that  Dr.  Cook 
reached  the  North  Pole,"  it  is  not,  I  think,  necessary  to 
dwell  further  on  his  claim. 

We  may  accept  the  fact  that  Peary  (who  has  been 
promoted  to  the  i)osition  of  Rear  Admiral  of  the  United 
States  Navy)  undoubtedly  reached  the  Pole,  and  his 
claim  has  been  acknowledged  by  the  National  Geo- 
graphical Society  of  Washington,  which  awarded  its 
gold  medal,  on  isth  December,  1909,  after  a  "Research 
Committee"  had  unanimously  decided  that  Commander 
Peary  had  reached  the  North  Pole  on  Aj)ril  Gtn,  1909; 
and  also  by  tlie  Royal  Geographical  Society  (London) 
which  awarded  a  special  Gold  Medal  "in  recognition  of 
his  long  and  continued  efforts  in  Arctic  exploration,  and 
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.\si)Ociallv  on  afMount  of  his  last  expedition,  when  he 
succcHHle'd  in  n^aihino-  the  North  Pole  in  April,  1009,'' 
and  on  4th  May  hist  Rear  Admiral  Teary  delivered  a 
hM-tnre  nnder  the  aiisjuees  of  the  Society  at  the  Albert 
Hall  before  an  audience  of  10,000,  when  the  j^old  medal, 
designed  and  modelled  by  the  wife  of  Captain  Scott,  was 
]»resented  to  him  by  ^fajor  Darwin,  the  President  of  the 
Society. 

The  f()Mo\vin.u  is  a  summary  of  Peary's  expedition. 
The  -Roosevelt"  reached  Cape  Sheridan  on  5th  Sep- 
t«MnlHM',  1000,  and  the  members  of  the  expedition 
winterfHl  in  the  neij^hbourhood.  On  February  15th, 
1010,  the  first  division  of  the  sledpnj>-  party  left  the 
v.\m\).  Commander  Peary  following'  on  the  22nd 
February.  The  Northern  march  from  Cape  Columbia 
lommeiiced  on  the  1st  ^larch.  There  were  six  members 
in  tl»e  party  in  addition  to  the  Commander,  viz..  Captain 
Hartlett,  Messrs.  :Mc:Millan,  Marvin,  (loodsell,  Borup, 
and  Matthew  MiMison  (Peary's  nejiro  attendant,  who  had 
accomjKinied  Peary  on  several  previous  expeditions);  in 
addition  there  were  IT  Eskimos,  183  dogs,  and  19 
sledjies.  As  a  <i(Mieral  advance  northwards  was  attained, 
members  of  the  ex])edition  were  sent  back  to  the  main 
camp;  by  the  middU^  of  ^Farch  the  expedition  was  over 
the  "Continental  Shelf,"  and  by  the  end  of  the  month 
''there  wiM-e  lu'onounced  movements  in  the  ice,  both 
visible  and  audible.".  When  lat.  87  deg.  48  min.  was 
reached.  Captain  Rartlett,  the  only  remaining  white  man 
in  the  (expedition  (except  Peary)  was,  much  to  his 
disappointment,  sent  back  to  the  base.  The  Commander 
continued  liis  march  North,  his  only  companions  being 
the  negro  Henson,  and  four  Eskimos.  The  f<S  deg. 
liarallel  was  crossed  on  April  2nd,  and  it  was  decided  to 
endeavour  to  n^ach  the  Pole  in  five  forced  marches. 

The  following  is  Peary's  own  description  of  the  final 
dash  for  tlu-  Pole: — ''A  start  was  made  a  little  after 
midnii-ht.  A  good  ])ace  for  about  ten  hours — 25  miles — 
well  beyond  the  8Sth  parallel.  ...  A  few  hours 
sleep,  then  on  the  trail  again,  with  the  sun  circling  now 
])raetically  horizontal.  .  .  .  Ten  hours — 20  miles— 
and  half-way  to  the  80th  parallel,  the  ice  grinding 
audibly  in  every  dinM-tion,  but  no  visible  motion.  .  .  . 
Again  a  few  hours  stop,  and  we  hit  the  trail  before 
midnight.     The  weather  and  the  going  were  even  better^ 
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as  the  surface,  except  where  interrupted  by  infrequent 
pressure-ridges,  was  as  level  as  the  glacial  fringe  from 
Hecla  to  Columbia,  and  harder.  A  march  of  something 
()^'er  twent}^  hours,  the  dogs  often  on  the  trot — 20  miles. 
Near  the  end  of  the  march  we  rushed  across  a  lead  100 
yards  wide,  which  buckled  under  our  sledges,  and  finally 
broke  as  the  last  sledge  left  it.  In  sight  of  the  89th 
liarallel;  temperature  40  deg.  Again  a  snatch  of  sleep, 
and  on  once  more  oyer  the  89th  parallel,  this  being  the 
duj)licate  of  the  previous  march  as  to  weather  and  going; 
the  last  few  hours  on  voung  ice  of  a  north  and  south 
lead,  the  dogs  occasionally  galloping — 25  miles  or  more, 
the  air,  the  sky,  and  the  bitter  wind  burning  the  face 
till  it  crackled.  It  was  all  like  the  great  interior  ice-cap 
of  Greenland.  Even  the  natives  complained  of  the 
bitter  air.  It  was  as  keen  as  frozen  steel.  A  little 
longer  sleep  here,  as  we  were  all  in  need  of  it,  then  on 
again.  .  .  .  The  weather  was  thick,  but  it  gave  me 
no  uneasiness.  I  had  taken  an  observation,  which 
indicated  our  position  as  80  deg.  25  min.  A  dense 
lifele>ss  pall  overhead,  black  at  the  horizon,  and  the  ice 
beneath  a  ghastly  chalky  white  with  no  relief — a 
striking  contrast  to  the  glimmering  sunlit  fields  over 
which  we  had  been  travelling  for  the  previous  four  days. 
The  going  was  even  better,  and  there  was  scarcely  any 
snow  on  the  hard  granular  last  summer's  surface  of  the 
old  floss,  dotted  with  sapphire  ice  of  the  previous 
summer's  lakes.  A  rise  in  temperature  to  15  deg. 
reduced  the  friction  of  the  sledges,  and  gave  the  dogs 
the  a]>pearance  of  having  caught  the  spirits  of  the  party. 
The  more  sprightly  ones,  as  they  went  along  with  tightiy 
curled  tails,  frequently  tossed  their  heads  with  short, 
sharp  barks  and  yelps. 

"Twelve  hours — 40  miles —  and  no  sign  of  a  lead  in 
the  mar<h.  I  had  made  my  five  marches,  and  was  in 
time  for  a  hasty  noon  observation  through  a  temporary 
break  in  the  clouds,  which  indicated  our  position  as 
89  deg.  57  min.  I  quote  from  mv  journal  some  hours 
laler— 

'The  Pole  at  last.  The  prize  of  three  centuries;  my 
drfnun  and  goal  for  twenty  years;  mine  at  last. 

'•rannot  bring  myself  to  realize  it.  It  all  seems  so 
sim])le  and  commonplace.  As  Rartlett  said  on  turning 
back    when    speaking   of   his    being    in    these    exclusive 
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rej;ions.  whidi  no  mortal  had  ever  penetrated  before;  it 
is  just  like  every  day.  Of  course  I  had  many  sensations 
that  made  sleej)  impossible  after  the  first  three  hours; 
utter  fati^"*'.  <^i*  perhaps  the  sensation  of  a  lifetime,  but 
no  room  for  them  here." 

*'The  thiity  hours  passed  at  the  Pole  were  spent  in 
observations,  in  ji:oinj?  some  ten  miles  beyond  the  camp, 
and  some  eijrht  miles  to  the  right  of  it,  taking  photo- 
grai)hs,  planting  my  flags,  depositing  records,  studying 
tlie  horizon  with  my  telescope  for  possible  land,  and 
searching  for  a  ])racticable  place  to  make  a  sounding. 
Ten  hours  after  our  arrival  the  clouds  cleared  before  a 
light  breeze  from  the  left,  and  from  that  time  until  our 
de])artui*e  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  the  weather  was 
4loudless  and  flawless.  The  minimum  temperature 
during  the  thirty  hours  was  38,  and  the  maximum  12." 

"Five  miles  from  the  Pole  the  last  sounding  was 
taken.  'All  my  wire,  1,500  fathoms,  was  sent  down. 
No  bottom.  In  pulling  up  the  wire  it  parted  a  few 
fathoms  from  the  surface,  and  the  lead  and  wire  went 
to  the  bottom.'  Open  leads  were  still  encountered,  but 
^the  movement  of  these  leads  was  simply  open  and  shut. 

.  .  .  At  no  single  lead  were  we  delayed  more  than 
a  couple  of  hours.'  The  trail  was  kept  without  difficulty 
down  to  the  tenth  outward  igloo.  Then  it  disappeared 
comi)letely,  and  the  entire  region  was  unrecognizable. 
Tlie  trail  was  jucked  up  again  north  of  the  seventh  igloo, 
followed  to  beyond  the  fifth  igloo,  and  at  the  big  lead 
was  lost  finally.  At  Cape  Columbia  two  days  were 
given  uj)  to  sleep  and  to  the  drying  of  clothes.  Then 
two  marches  carried  the  party  to  the  ^Roosevelt',  where 
<'ommander  Teary  learned  that  while  returning  from  the 
northward  journey  with  one  of  the  supporting  parties. 
Mr.  Marvin  had  been  drowned  in  the  big  lead. 

The  'Roosevelt'  left  her  winter  quarters  on  July 
ISth,  the  interval  having  been  spent  in  excursions  for 
the  taking  of  tidal  observations  and  surroundings. 
Indian  Harbour  was  reached  on  September  5th." 

TTTE  ANTARCTIC  REGIONS. 
Th(-   Ncuth    Pole   having   been    reached,    world-wide 
attention  is  now  directed  to  the  South  Pole,  and  this 
year  the  great  International  race  for  the  much  coveted 
honour  of  reaching  that  goal  will  be  commenced. 
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The  most  important  of  the  Expeditions  is  un- 
doubtedly the  British  one  to  be  commanded  by  Captain 
Scott,  which  has  had  the  hearty  approval  and  co- 
operation of  the  Royal  (Teographical  Society,  London. 
Although  something  less  than  100  geographical  miles 
has  yet  to  be  explored  between  Shackleton's  furthest 
South  record  and  the  South  Pole,  it  is  felt  to  be  most 
important  that  to  a  British  Expedition  should  fall  the 
honour  of  achieving  its  discovery;  and  the  good  wishes 
of  all  geographers  and  scientists  will  accompany 
-Captain  Scott  on  his  arduous  expedition. 

The  "Terra  Nova,"  the  relief  ship  of  the  late 
^'National  Antarctic  Expedition,"  has  been  purchased 
and  equipped  to  convey  the  party  to  the  Antarctic.  Dr. 
A.  E.  Wilson,  who  was  attached  to  Captain  Scott's 
former  expedition,  is  to  accompany  the  party,  and  will 
occupy  the  position  of  the  chief  of  the  scientific  staff  as 
zoologist  and  artist.  Mr.  Griffith  Taylor  of  Sydney  has 
been  appointed  geologist.  Dr.  R.  Simpson,  of  the  Indian 
Survey  Department,  has  been  selected  as  one  of  the 
physicists,  and  Mr.  C.  H.  Meares,  Avho  accompanied  the 
late  Mr.  Brooks  in  one  of  his  journeys  to  Western  China, 
is  also  a  member  of  the  expedition.  Mr.  Meares  has 
been  despatched  to  Eastern  Siberia  to  purchase  ponies 
and  dogs,  which  are  to  be  sent  from  Vladivostok  to  Kew^ 
i^ealand  for  the  use  of  the  Expedition.  It  is  estimated 
that  £40,000  will  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  the 
expedition,  and  the  British  Parliament  has  voted  a  sum 
of  £20,000  towards  this  sum. 

Motor  sledges  form  part  of  the  equipment.  The 
sledges  selected  have  been  submitted  to  tests  in  Norway 
under  similar  conditions  to  those  expected  to  be  met 
with  in  the  South  Polar  Regions.  The  trial  is  reported 
to  have  been  entirely  successful,  the  sledges  pulling  a 
load  of  nearly  one  ton  on  the  snow.  Captain  Scott 
intends  to  use  Manchurian  ponies  to  carry  food  to  the 
foot  of  the  great  glaciers,  and  proposed  completing  his 
journey  with  dogs. 

The  "Terra  Nova"  which  sailed  from  London  on 
June  1st  carries  a  crew  of  60,  who  are  said  to  be  men  of 
splendid  j)hysique,  and  on  reaching  New  Zealand  will 
take  on  board  the  28  members  who  will  form  the  landing 
party.  They  will  sail  from  McMurdo  Sound  (Sir  Ernest 
^hackleton's  winter  quarters)  and  land  22  men,  thence 
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j)n)(etHliiij^  to  Kiiip:  Edward  Land,  where  no  landing  ha» 
hitherto  been  effected,  and  six  men  will  be  left  in  order 
t(»  obtain  comparative  Meteorological  observations,  and 
w(Mk  out  the  geograi)hy  of  the  region. 

It  is  proposed  t(»  leave  Christcluirch,  Xevv  Zealand, 
in  Xov(Mnbcr.  reacliing  McMurdo  Sound  in  December. 

THE   rXITEl)  STATES  POLAR  EXPEDITION. 

A  proposal  uiade  by  Rear  Admiral  Peary  to 
disj)atch  an  cxjK'dition  to  the  South  has  been  heartily 
endorsed  by  the  Arctic  Club.  The  Club  has  offered  to 
l^rovidc  the  Steamer  ^'Roosevelt"  and  the  Xational 
(Jcogra])hical  Society  is  to  grant  £10,000  towards  the 
cost  of  the  enterprise,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  two 
institutions  mentioned  will  jointly  share  the  balance  of 
the  cx])enses. 

Rear  Admiral  Peary,  who  received  a  presentation  of 
-•^lO.OiMI  subscribed  by  American  citizens  in  recognition 
of  his  liaving  reached  the  Xorth  Pole,  has  declared  his 
int(Mition  of  de])ositing  the  amount  towards  the  cost  of 
tiie  Antai-ctic  Race  "with  our  British  cousins,  than 
wlioin  tlierc  arc  no  finer  foemen  in  the  world." 

('ai)tain  Scott  has  gracefully  confirmed  a  statement 
of  Peary's  that  the  United  States  Expedition  is  not  an 
antagonistic  one  to  his  own.  He  states  that  Peary  had 
declined  to  do  anything  in  regard  to  his  proposal  until 
he  had  received  formal  assurance  that  the  British  party 
would  welcome  a  friendly  rival  in  the  race  for  the  South 
l'ol(\  It  is  stated  that  the  two  Expeditions  will 
<-ombine  in  carrying  out  scientific  work  along  cognate 
lines.  It  is  ])roi)osed  to  establish  a  base  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Antarctic  Region  of  Capt. 
Scott's  ]  proposed  base  in  McMurdo  Sound,  and 
Captain  Scott,  in  s])eaking  on  this  subject,  says 
the  American  Ex])edition  will  follow  a  route  longer 
than  that  of  Sir  Ernest  Shackleton  which  the  British 
Expedition  will  follow,  but  the  America.n  route,  he 
states,  may  ]n-ove  an  easier  one.  He  says  "Our  present 
knowledge  of  the  Antarctic  continent  suggests  that 
there  exists  a  gradual  slope  from  the  South  Pole  to  the 
shore  of  Weddell  Sea.  where  the  American  expedition 
will  start  the  land  journey.  The  main  difficulty  will  be 
to  find  a  suitable  spot  on  Coats  Land  on  which  to  erect 
huts  for  the  winter  (quarters." 
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It  was  proposed  that  the  expedition  should  sail  in 
the  "'Roosevelt"  in  September  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Bartlett,  that  a  call  should  be  made  at 
Punta  Arenas  (Chili)  in  December,  and  that  the  attempt 
to  reach  the  South  Pole  be  made  in  the  Antarctic 
summer  of  1J)11-11)12,  at  the  same  time  when  Captain 
Scott,  from  the  opposite  side,  will  also  be  x)roceeding 
towards  the  same  goal.  A  recent  cablegram,  however, 
announces  that  the  date  of  departure  of  the  expedition 
has  been  indefinitely  postponed. 

GERMAN  EXPEDITION. 

A  German  Expedition  will  probably  start  for  the 
Antarctic  regions  in  October  under  the  command  of 
First  Lieut.  Filchner,  of  the  German  Military  Staff  at 
Berlin.  £15,000  has  already,  it  is  stated,  been  con- 
tributed by  a  German  citizen  of  high  position  towards 
the  expenses,  and  other  donors  have  given  £3,000.  Lieut. 
Filchner  states  that  he  does  not  wish  to  compete  in  the 
Great  Race  to  the  South  Pole,  but  his  chief  object  is  to 
verify  the  theory  that  the  Antarctic  land  consists  of  two 
islands  divided  by  an  arm  of  the  sea. 

SCOTTISH   EXPEDITION. 

In  Scotland  strenuous  eft'orts  are  being  made  to 
raise  a  sufficient  fund  to  dispatch  Dr.  W.  S.  Bruce,  who 
is  well  known  as  a.  successful  Polar  explorer,  and  who 
led  the  expedition  in  1002-1004  in  the  "Scotia,"  which 
resulted  in  the  discovery  of  some  150  miles  of  Antarctic 
coastline,  which  he  named  Coats  Land.  He  proposed  to 
start  before  the  end  of  the  year  if  the  amount  required, 
♦'stimated  at  £50,000,  is  forthcoming. 

Dr.  Bruce's  intention  is  to  commence  operations 
from  the  same  side  of  the  Antarctic  as  the  American 
ex])edition,  and  should  he  be  successful  in  reaching  the 
Pole  he  will,  he  states,  return  by  the  route  that  Captain 
Scott  projioses  to  take,  emerging  on  the  shores  of  the 
Ross  Sea,  from  which  Sir  Ernest  Shackleton's  expedition 
started  out. 

JAPANESE   EXPEDITION. 

An  anouncement  appeared  in  the  press  on  the  7th 
June  last  that  an  expedition  is  being  organized  by  Lieut. 
Shirafe    of    the    Japanese    Navy,    and    that    he    intends 
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flailing:  for  the  Antarctic  in  August  in  a  small  schooner 
of  150  tons  with  a  crew  of  only  15  men.  He  proposes  to 
land  at  Edward  Xll.  Bay,  and  to  endeavour  to  reach  the 
South  Pole  with  the  aid  of  Manchurian  ponies.  This 
information,  however,  has  not  as  yet  been  confirmed. 

SIR  ERNEST  SHACKLETON. 

All  South  Australians  were  gratified  at  the  honours 
that  have  been  conferred  upon  this  gallant  explorer 
sin<e  his  arrival  at  England  on  eTune  12th,  1909,  when 
he  received  an  enthusiastic  welcome  on  landing  at 
Dover. 

On  June  2Sth  he  lectured  before  a  distinguished 
audience  at  the  Albert  Hall  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Royal  (ieogra])hical  Society,  and  the  then  Prince  of 
Wales  (now  His  ^lajesty  King  George  V.)  as  the  Patron, 
])resented  him  with  a  special  gold  medal  awarded  by  the 
Society.  The  Prince  also  presented  silver  replicas  to 
members  of  the  expedition  who  w^ere  present. 

On  August  10th  the  Prime  Minister  of  England 
announced  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  decided  to  recommend  a  grant  of  £20,000  to 
the  successful  explorer — this  represented  the  sum  for 
which  Shackleton  had  given  his  personal  guarantee  to 
fii(Muls  who  had  advanced  the  amount  towards  the 
equipment  of  the  expedition,  and  which  had  not  the 
Government  decided  to  grant,  Shackleton  w^ould  have 
had  to  re])ay  out  of  the  proceeds  of  his  lectures  and  the 
sale  of  his  books. 

In  November  Shackleton's  book  ''The  Heart  of  the 
Antarctic''  was  published,  and  met  with  a  most 
api)reciative  welcome  and  ready  sale.  It  is  a  work  of 
absorbing  interest,  and  contains  scientific  information  of 
the  greatest  value.  A  copy  of  the  work  has  been 
inirchased  by  the  Society,  and  is  available  for  the  perusal 
of  members. 

On  0th  November  His  Majesty  the  late  King 
conferred  the  honour  of  knighthood  on  Mr.  Shackleton. 

In  March  President  Taft  presented  the  Gold  Medal 
of  the  National  Geographical  Society  to  Sir  Ernest 
Shackleton  at  the  White  House,  Washington,  and  in 
Ajn-il  the  Cieogra])hical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  U.S.A., 
accorded  its  gold  medal  to  Sir  Ernest.     A  recent  cable- 
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oram  announced  that  after  he  has  concluded  his  lectures 
in  America  it  is  his  intention  of  settling  in  Montreal  for 
four  or  five  years,  and  that  he  proposes  to  conduct 
explorations  between  Cobalt  and  James  Bay,  Northern 
Canada,  with  a  view  to  prove  the  mineral  resources  of 
that  district,  and  the  last  news  we  hear  of  the  gallant 
explorer  is  that  he  has  decided  to  dispatch  another 
Antarctic  expedition,  the  objects  of  which  are  to  be 
purely  scientific  and  geographical.  It  is  reported  that 
Mr.  Douglas  Mawson  is  to  be  a  member  of  the  party, 
which  will  probably  start  before  the  end  of  the  year.  It 
is  proposed  that  the  base  of  operations  will  be  Cape 
Adair,  due  south  from  New  Zealand.  No  attempt  will 
be  made  to  reach  the  South  Pole,  and  it  is  the  intention 
to  thoroughly  explore  the  regions  between  Cape  Adair 
and  Gaussberg. 

FKENCH  EXPEDITION  TO  THE  SOUTH  POLE. 

In  February  last  the  French  Antarctic  Expedition, 
commanded  by  Dr.  Jean  Charcot,  reached  Punta  Arenas, 
Chili,  on  board  the  "Pourquoi  Pas"  on  her  return  voyage. 

The  following  is  a  brief  record  of  the  expedition: — 
The  "Pourquoi  Pas"  reached  the  South  American  Ant- 
arctic region  on  22nd  December,  1908  After  exploring 
the  Southern  Shetlands,  south  of  Cape  Horn,  the  vessel 
turned  west  and  reached  Wandel  Island  on  1st  January, 
1909,  and  anchored  near  Peterman  Island.  From  there 
the  vessel  sailed  south  along  the  coast,  completing  the 
map  prepared  by  a  previous  French  expedition.  A  large 
bay  was  discovered,  which  was  named  Martha  Bay. 
Adelaide  Island  was  next  visited,  and  was  found  to- 
measure  70  feet  in  length  instead  of  eight  feet  as 
previously  charted.  South  of  this  Island  a  great  Gulf 
was  discovered  in  a  region  never  before  explored.  After 
two  attempts  a  passage  was  made  to  Alexander  I.  Land, 
which  was  charted,  and  new  lands  south  and  west  of 
this  land  were  discovered,  and  Peter  I.  Land  was  reached. 
Greatly  to  Dr.  Charcot's  disappointment  the  expedition 
could  not  winter  at  Alexander  Land,  it  being  guarded  by 
a  sheer  ice  cliff  without  either  anchorage  or  shelter,  and 
a  return  was  made  to  Peterman  Island,  where  winter 
quarters  were  established. 

It  is  reported  that  during  the  winter  members  of  the 
expedition  suffered  from  scurvy,  also  that  the  vesesl  had 
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btH'ii  slioit  of  food  and  coal,  and  had  been  damaged  in 
collisions  with  iccbei-os. 

LADY  EXPLOREK. 

We  ha>'t»  ajjain  to  chronicle  a  remarkable  exploit 
of  an  explorer  of  the  ^.rentier  sex.  Miss  A.  B.  Peck,  an 
\nierican,  who  ]»revionsly  distinonished  herself  as  a 
nM>untaineer,  has  ascended  the  Peak  of  Hnasaron  in 
IVrn  the  summit  of  which  she  calculates  is  24,000  feet 
in  hei-ht— the  highest  summit  in  the  Andes.  This  was 
Aliss  Peck's  third  attempt  at  scalinji'  the  mountain,  and 
its  ascent  has  been  previously  attempted  ,without 
su(M-ess,  bv  Mr.  Kainumdi,  and  also  by  Mr.  C.  R.  Enoch. 

The  daunth^ss  lady  explorer  was  accompanied  by 
two  Swiss  jruides  from  Zermatt— Gabrie  1  and  Rudolf 
Taujrwalder.  The  summit  of  the  mountain  was  reached 
<Mi  the  third  dav.  One  of  the  j^uides  was  frost-bitten 
badly,  and  all  '  thnv  members  of  the  party  suffered 
SI  verly  from  cold  and  fatigue. 

NEW  GUINEA.     (DX'TCH.) 

It  is  iM'ported  that  Mr.  H.  A.  Lorentz  has  started  on 
an  ex]»edition  in  Dutch  New  Guinea,  his  project  being  to 
ascend  the  Snowy  Range.  He  has  the  support  of  the 
Dutch  Colonial  Office,  and  the  expedition  has  been 
e«iuipped  by  two  Dutch  Societies,  whose  object  is  the 
jn-omotion  of  exi>loration  and  research  in  the  Colonies, 
^lessrs.  A'an  Nouhuijs  and  Van  Romer  are  members  of 
the  party. 

News  was  received  by  cable  in  February  last  that 
;Mr.  Lorentz  had  succeeded  in  ascending  the  first  glacier 
ill  the  interior  snowy  range  to  a  height  of  15,000  feet. 

On  2nd  February  it  w^as  reported  in  the  press  that  a 
message  had  been  received  from  Thursday  Island  to  the 
effect  that  "the  Dutch  Indies  Government  steamer 
*\'alkarr'  had  arrived  with  dispatches  from  Meruake. 
The  'Valkarr'  brought  nt^ws  to  the  effect  that  a  Dutch 
<'Xploration  i)arty  reached  the  top  of  Wilhelmina  Peaks 
last  month,  and  sighted  two  i)eaks  15,000  ft.  high  in 
Dutch  New  Guinea.  Natives  were  seen  by  the  party 
scantily  «lad,  and  though  snow  lay  on  the  heights,  bird 
life  was  plentiful.  The  country  was  very  rugged  and  the 
lain  was  constant,  travelling  being  very  difficult.  To 
reach  the  foot  of  the  mountains  the  party  travelled  up 
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the  river  two  days  bv  steamer,  two  days  by  boat,  and  ten 
ilays  on  foot.'' 

This  neAVs  evidently  refers  to  the  exploration  under 
the  command  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Lorentz. 

NEW  GUINEA  (GERMAN). 

The  Kaiserin  Augusta  River. 

In  the  "Deutchec  koloniablatt"  on  August  last  appear 
extracts  from  a  report  relating  to  an  expedition  up  this 
great  river  by  Herr  Full,  who  holds  an  official  appoint 
iiient  in  German  New  Guinea.  In  November,  1908,  Herr 
Full  ascended  the  river  for  200  miles.  The  river  at  its 
mouth  is  nearly  a  mile  broad,  and  up  to  the  furthest  part 
reached,  the  width  was  not  under  300  yards  wide. 

The  natives  seen  w^ere  not  unfriendly,  but  their 
language  was  unfortunately  not  known  by  the  interpreter 
of  the  party.  They  appear  to  be  fairly  civilized,  as 
besides  cultivating  bread  fruit  trees  and  cocoanut  palms, 
they  grew  tobacco,  both  for  their  owm  consumption  and 
for  trading  purposes.  The  climate,  it  is  stated,  is  not 
good  however  for  European  settlement,  although  the 
land  is  fertile  and  w^ell  adapted  for  the  cultivation  of 
various  tropical  products. 

BRITISH  EXPEDITION  TO  DUTCH  NEW  GUINEA.. 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  last  annual  record  that  Mr. 
Ogilvie  Grant  of  the  National  History  Museum,  London, 
had  organized  an  expedition  to  the  interior  of  Dutch  New 
Guinad  in  connection  with  the  jubilee  of  the  British 
Ornithologists'  Union.  This  expedition  was,  according 
to  a  report  in  the  October  number  of  the  Geographical 
Journal  (London)  to  leave  London  on  the  22nd  October, 
travelling  via  Colombo  to  Singapore,  and  thence  by 
Dutch  boat  to  the  Arra  Islands,  the  party  then  proceed- 
ing b3'  schooner  to  a  point  on  the  coast  of  New^Guinea 
north-north-east  from  that  group.  It  was  expected  that 
the  party  would  land  in  January,  and  Mr.  Walter 
Goodfellow  has  been  appointed  leader.  Dr.  A.  F.  R. 
Woolaston  (who  was  a  member  of  the  British  Museum 
Expedition  to  Ruwenzori  in  1906).  Mr.  W.  Stalker,  and 
Mr.  G.  C.  Shortbridge  are  the  naturalists,  and  Captain 
Rawling  the  surveyor.  Dr.  Eric  Marshall  (a  member  of 
Sir  Ernest  Shackleton's  Antarctic  Expedition)  will  also 
accompany  the  party. 
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DEATH  OF  A  DISTINGUISHED  EXPLORER. 

News  was  received  by  cable,  with  profound  regret, 
on  the  '2M\  May  that  Lieut.  Boyd  Alexander  had  been 
murdered  on  the  ;5rd  April  at  Nyer,  eastward  of  Wadai 
on  the  French  Congo — the  centre  of  the  follow^ers  of 
Mahdi-es-Senussi,  the  most  powerful  sect  in  Africa. 

Lieut.  Boyd  was  engaged  in  a  scientific  expedition, 
and  in  the  face  of  French  official  warning  had  left  the 
town  of  Abeshr  for  Darfur. 

He  held  an  excellent  record  as  a  daring  and  success- 
ful explorer,  and  took  the  deepest  interest  in  scientific 
rt^search.  In  1807  he  was  the  leader  of  a  scientific 
expedition  to  Cape  de  Verde  Islands;  in  1898-9  he  ex- 
plored the  Zambesi  and  Wafera  Rivers.  Later  he  led  an 
cx]>edition  to  Fernando  Po,  which  resulted  in  a  success- 
ful ascent  of  Mount  St.  Isabel,  and  the  discovery  of  many 
new  birds. 

In  1904-7  he  was  the  leader  of  the  Alexander-Grosling 
Expedition  across  Africa  from  the  Niger  to  the  Nile,  an 
account  of  which  he  published  under  the  title  of  "From 
Niger  to  the  Nile.''  He  was  awarded  the  gold  medals  of 
the  Royal  Geographical  Society  in  1907,  and  the  gold 
medal  of  the  Roval  Geographical  Society  (London)  in 
1908. 

PROPOSED  STATUE  TO  CAPTAIN  STURT. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  little  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  movement  to  erect  a  suitable  statue 
of  that  intrepid  explorer,  Captain  Sturt. 

An  unfortunate  controversy  has  taken  place  during 
the  year  respecting  the  site  originally  allocated  by  the 
(^ity  Council  for  the  Sturt  Statue,  but  the  question  has 
been  satisfactorily  settled,  and  the  commanding  site  at 
the  corner  of  Victoria  Square  (opposite  the  Post  Office) 
has  again  been  made  available.  The  public  subscrip- 
tions to  date  amount  to  about  £400,  and  in  November 
last  a  deputation  of  citizens  waited  on  the  Premier  (Hon. 
A.  H.  Peake)  and  asked  that  the  Government  would 
contribute  a  substantial  sum,  say  £1,000,  towards  the 
fund.  In  reply  the  Premier  stated  that  he  would  not 
bind  the  Government  to  a  promise  of  one  thousand 
pounds,  but  he  would  recommend  his  colleagues  to 
contribute   pound   for   pound    of   the   amount   collected. 
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Probably,  lie  said,  that  would  involve  a  larger  sum  than 
£1,000,  because  he  could  not  believe  for  a  moment  that 
they  would  have  any  difficulty  in  securing  £2,000  odd 
from  so  many  munificent  and  public  minded  men  in  the 
State. 

The  Adelaide  Corporation  has  been  asked  to  con- 
tribute £250  towards  the  cost,  but  so  far  the  Council  has 
been  unable  to  comply  with  the  request,  owing  to  the 
unusually  large  expenditure  in  municipal  improvements 
during  the  last  twelve  months.  It  is  hoped,  however, 
that  this  sum  will  be  available  at  an  early  date,  and  if 
such  be  the  case  it  will  give  an  impetus  to  the  movement 
that  should  result  in  the  whole  of  the  necessary  funds 
being  quickly  subscribed,  and  a  monument,  worthy  of 
a  national  hero,  and  worthy  of  the  city,  will  be  erected. 


TWENTY  FIVE  YEAKS  OF  AUSTEALIAK 
EXPLORATION. 

By  Thos.  S.  Reed,  J.P. 

Mr.  T.  S.  Reed,  the  veteran  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
(who  is  in  his  ninety-third  year),  delivered  an  address  on 
the  efforts  of  the  Australian  explorers  during  the  period 
of  the  Society's  existence. 

Exploration  is  a  dominant  faculty  in  each  section 
of  the  human  family,  for  it  relates  not  only  to  the 
discovery,  but  to  circumstance,  to  every  day  tife,  where 
it  may  take  the  form  of  curiosity  in  one  branch,  to  the 
desire  of  acquiring  information  in  the  other.  And  the 
expansion  of  this  latter  faculty  on  the  masculine  side  of 
creation  led  evidently  to  outside  developments,  to  the 
exploration  of  new  and  untraversed  regions  far  away 
from  limited  and  domestic  environments. 

And  certainly  it  must  be  worthy  of  all  acceptation 
that  few  keener  delights  in  life  are  to  be  met  with  than 
those  experienced  by  a  first  discoverer  of  anything 
previously  unknown  to  the  rest  of  the  human  family, 
and  especially  to  the  opening  up  of  territory  never  yet 
trodden  by  the  feet  of  white  men;  experiences  only  to 
be  acquired  by  an  innate  strength  of  purpose  in  the 
explorer,  by  a  fixed  determination  in  the  face  of  great 
difficulties  to  bring  honour  to  the  place  of  his  birth. 
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This  paper  has  a  two-fold  purpose,  and  is  the 
outcome  of  a  su^^ijestion  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Sowden  at  our 
last  Annual  Meeting  held  on  June  25th,  1909;  viz,  that 
this  25th  Anniversary  of  our  Geographical  Society  would 
be  a  fitting  occasion'  first,  to  make  some  allusions  to  the 
exi)lorations  of  John  McDouall  Stuart,  whose  jubilee  of 
the  commencement  of  his  far  northern  work  in  1860  we 
can  now  commemorate,  and  secondly  to  recount  on  this 
anniversary  the  explorations  which  have  been  carried 
out  since  the  formation  of  this  Society,  as  a  supplement 
to  the  able  address  on  Australian  Exploration  which  was 
delivered  by  the  late  Sir  Samuel  Davenport  at  the 
Inaugural  Meeting  of  this  Society  on  June  10th,  1885. 

JOHN  McDOUALL  STUART. 

The  year  1800  and  two  following  years  are  probably, 
the  most  notable  in  the  annals  of  exploration,  and  John 
^IcDouall  Stuart  stands  out  in  full  prominence  as  the 
one  explorer  by  whom  this  high  distinction  was  achieved. 
He  had  commenced  his  training  with  Captain  Sturt  in 
1844,  which  evidently  implanted  an  eager  desire  to  enter 
the  field  of  exploration  on  his  own  account. 

In  his  first  exploration  he  arrived  at  Lake  Torrens 
on  June  22nd,  1858,  after  which  he  discovered  and  named 
(Chambers  Oreek,  from  which  he  made  explorations  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Gairdner,  thence  proceeding 
to  Fowler's  Bay,  when  half  starved  and  with  provisions 
nearly  exhausted  they  got  to  Streaky  Bay,  finally 
reaching  Thompson's  Station  at  Mount  Arden,  thus 
terminating  his  first  expedition. 

In  April,  1859,  Stuart  made  another  start,  when 
Hergott,  one  of  his  companions,  found  the  well  known 
springs  that  bear  his  name;  a  place  declared  by  medical 
authorities,  from  its  dryness,  as  specially  suitable  for 
consumptive  patients. 

Stuart  then   crossed   Chambers   Creek,   arriving   at 

the  Davenport  Range,  after  which  he  discovered  a  large 
creek  running  through  very  good  country,  which  he  called 
the  Neales.  Following  this  down  for  some  days  he  was 
obliged  to  return  through  difficulties  with  his  horses. 

But  the  one  desire  of  John  McDouall  Stuart  was  to 
cross  the  Australian  Continent  from  South  to  North,  and 
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the  8oiitli  Australian  Government  had  offered  £2,000  to 
the  successful  competitor. 

And  it  was  in  March,  1860,  that  Stuart,  with  three 
men  and  thirteen  horses,  made  the  first  of  his  daring 
attempts  with  this  object  in  view,  ultimately  reaching 
I^ake  Torrens  and  Lake  Eyre,  and  after  this  discovering 
and  naming  Chambers'  Pillar.  On  the  9th  of  April  he 
discovered  and  named  the  Macdonnell  Kange,  after  the 
then  Governor  of  South  Australia.  He  then  came  to  a 
high  hill,  which  he  named  Central  Mount  Sturt.  after 
his  old  friend,  Captain  Sturt.  It  should  be  here  said 
that  Stuart  in  each  of  his  foregoing  explorations  was 
equipped  at  the  sole  expense  of  Messrs.  Chambers  and 
Finke.  ' 

But  this  first  expedition  had  now  to  be  relinquished 
through  difficulties  with  the  Natives,  the  loss  of  many  of 
his  horses,  and  the  indisposition  of  Stuart  and  his 
companions,  and  he  turned  homeward,  reaching  Brodie's 
camp  at  Hamilton  Springs  on  the  26th  of  August.  One 
satisfactory  result,  however,  had  been  obtained,  for  the 
eighteenth  degree  of  latitude  had  been  reached,  and  he 
had  proved  that  the  interior  of  Australia  was  not  a  stony 
desert  like  that  region  visited  by  Sturt  in  1845. 

On  January  1st,  1861,  Stuart  started  on  a  second 
expedition,  but  was  again  driven  back  through  lack  of 
water  for  the  horses  and  themselves,  and  returned  in 
safety  to  Adelaide  about  the  end  of  the  year. 

Once  again  he  made  a  third  and  final  attempt  to 
traverse  the  Continent  from  Adelaide  along  a  central 
line,  and  started  on  October  25th,  1861,better  equipped, 
and  with  an  increased  number  in  his  party,  which 
included  Mr.  W.  P.  Auld  and  Mr.  Heath  Nash  now 
present. 

They  camped  on  the  Roper  River  on  the  25th  June, 
1862,  and  reached  the  coast  on  24th  July,  when  Thring 
shouted  out  in  triumpth  "The  sea,  the  sea.'' 

There,  says  Stuart,  I  stood— there  I  stood  on  the 
shores  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  when  I  washed  my  hands 
and  dipped  my  feet  in  the  sea,  there  I  stood  with 
unmeasured  delight  at  having  accomplished  the  great 
object  of  the  expedition. 

They  then  returned  to  the  valley  where  Stuart  had 
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his  initials  cut  on  the  largest  tree  in  the  vicinity 
(J.  M.  D.  S.);  a  tree  which  has  since  been  found  and 
recognised,  but  which  has  unfortunately  been  destroyed 
by  fire. 

Stuart  then  says  "I  did  not  intend  to  put  up  my  flag 
until  I  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Adelaide,  but  finding 
the  creeks  so  numerous  and  boggy  I  struck  straight  for 
the  coast,  and  here  planted  a  flag  which  Chambers  had 
kindly  given  me."  And  lastly,  along  the  greater  part  of 
Stuart's  track  the  overland  telegraph  line  has  been 
erected,  an  enduring  monument  to  his  indomitable 
perseverance. 

But  it  had  a  sad  ending,  for  Stuart's  health,  after 
repeated  attacks  of  illness,  had  completely  broken  down, 
his  sight  had  almost  gone,  his  right  hand  had  become 
useless,  and,  quite  unable  to  ride,  he  was  slowly  borne 
along  on  a  stretcher  between  two  horses  until  they 
reached  Mount  Margaret  Station,  from  which,  after 
resting  a  little,  he  eventually  reached  Adelaide.  He  died 
in  England  on  June  5th,  1866,  and  was  buried  in  Kensal 
Green  Cemetery,  where  his  sister  erected  a  monument  to 
his  memory. 

CENTRAL  AUSTRALIAN  EXPLORATION. 

Mr.  David  Lindsay  started  from  Hergott  Springs  in 
October,  1885,  when  the  course  of  the  Finke  River  was 
followed  to  the  point  where  the  river  is  lost  in  the  sand 
north-east  of  Dalhousie.  He  then  directed  his  course  to 
the  frontier  of  Queensland,  which  he  crossed  under  25,30 
S.  lat.  From  this  he  marched  across  a  hitherto  unex- 
plored region  to  Charlotte  Waters  Station,  of  the  Trans- 
continental Telegraph  Line. 

In  February  Lindsay  continued  his  journey  across 
the  eastern  spurs  of  the  MacDonnell  Range  to  Lake 
Nash,  where  he  arrived  in  April.  A  survey  was  made  of 
the  whole  country  traversed,  and  the  course  of  the  Finke 
and  Herbert  Rivrs  accuratly  determined. 

W.    H.    TIETKINS,    F.R.G.S. 

The  first  in  the  list  of  Australian  explorers  in  the 
beginning  of  the  last  quarter  of  a  centurv  is  Mr.  W.  H. 
Tietkins.who  in  1889  took  charge  of  the  Central  Austra- 
lian Exploring  Expedition,  when  he  started  from  Ade- 
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laide  to  Bond  Springs,  1,058  miles.  He  then  went  onwards, 
leaving  Bond  Springs  on  March  14  to  Glen  Helen  and 
Mount  Sonder,  to  examine  the  hitherto  untraversed  coun- 
try to  the  north-eas  t  of  Lake  Amadeus,  subsequently 
discovering  and  naming  the  Kintore  Range,  to  the  north- 
west of  Lake  Macdonald,  and  also  the  Bonython  Ranges, 
to  the  south-east.  On  his  return  he  set  at  rest  the 
exaggerated  ideas  in  existence  as  to  the  extent  of  Lake 
Amadeus,  as  he  passed  through  60  miles  of  country  sup- 
posd  to  be  contained  in  its  area  without  seeing  a  vestige 
of  water. 

Mr.  Tietkins  arrived  at  Charlotte  Waters  on  his 
return  on  August  15,  and  brought  with  him  to  Adelaide 
a  large  number  of  mineral  and  botanical  specimens,  and 
an  interesting  relic,  now  in  our  rooms,  of  the  overgrowth 
removed  from  a  tree  "blazed"  by  W.  0.  Gosse  in  his  ex- 
ploring expedition  in  1873. 

THE     ELDER     SCIENTIFIC     EXPEDITION. 

In  1891  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Elder,  K.C.M.G.,  who 
had  already  done  so  much  in  the  cause  of  exploration, 
projected  the  Elder  Scientific  Exploring  Expedition  with 
the  view  of  completing  that  portion  of  Australia  hitherto 
untraversed. 

The  expedition,  led  by  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  started 
from  Warrina  on  May  2,  1891,  pushing  on  to  Cootanoo- 
rinnna  Station,  which  they  left  on  May  12,  with  the  view 
of  exploring  the  unknoAvn  regions  in  South  and  Western 
Australia,  and  a  large  tract  of  country  west  of  the  Trans- 
continental Telegraph  Line  and  the  A^ictoria  River.  The 
expedition  x>roceeded  via  Fort  Mueller  to  Mount  Squires, 
and  then  onwards  to  Queen  A^ictoria's  Spring,  where, 
being  disappointed  at  not  finding  water,  Mr.  Lindsay  had 
to  push  on  to  Eraser's  Range,  from  which  he  proceeded 
to  Hampton  Plains  in  order  to  complete  as  far  as  possible 
the  examination  of  the  first  block  of  the  territory  he  was 
instructed  to  traverse.  But  owing  to  the  coninued 
drought  Mr.  Lindsay  took  the  expedition  via  the  Yilgarn 
Goldfields  to  the  Murchison,  where  there  was  both  feed 
and  water  for  the  camels  and  provisions  for  themselves. 
During  this  march  the  scientific  members  sent  in  their 
resignation,  and  Mr.  Lindsay  was  instructed  to  return  to 
Adelaide  and  consult  with  the  Council  of  the  Geogra- 
phical  Society.       One  important  item  in  the  expedition 
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was  an  intimation  in  Camp  73  of  the  existence  of  gold  in 

hit.  :n.i4. 

Before  heaving  l*erth  Mr.  Lindsay,  at  the  request  of 
the  Coinicil,  instructed  Mr.  L.  A.  Wells  to  explore  a  block 
of  country  between  lat.  2i\  dej»-.  and  28  deg.  S.  and  long. 
11!)  deg.  and  1-4  deg.  E.  H(*  started  from  Anneen  Depot 
on  February  IS,  1S!)2,  and  completed  his  explorations  on 
April  5,  lSt)2.  It  is  recorded  that  a  total  of  4,279  miles 
were  traversed  by  the  expedition,  of  which  2,745  miles 
were  through  unexplored  country. 

Owing  (o  the  differences  that  occurred  in  the  party 
an  investigation  was  made  by  the  Council  of  this  Society, 
and  ^Ir.  Lindsay  was  exonerated  from  the  charges  pre- 
ferred against  him  by  the  members  of  the  expedition,  but 
as  Sir  Thomas  EldtM-,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Council, 
decided  to  bring  the  expedition  to  a  close,  the  Council 
acceded  to  his  wishes. 

THE     HOKX     SCIENTIFK^     EXrLORING 
EXrEDlTlON. 

(  HARLES    WINNECKE. 

An  exiH'ilition  of  great  interest  was  equipped  by  >\'. 
A.  Horn,  Esq.,  in  L^04,  the  objects  of  which  were  first  a 
scientific  examination  of  the  country  from  Oodnadatta  to 
the  MacDonnell  Ranges,  and  the  collection  of  specimens 
illustrative  of  the  fauna,  flora,  and  geological  structure, 
and  min(M'alogi<al  resources  of  that  region,  and  the  illus 
tration  by  photography  of  any  remarkable  natural  fea 
tures  of  the  country  traversed.  Secondly,  the  securing 
(if  ])hotographs  of  the  aborigines  in  their  ])rimitive  state, 
and  of  their  mural  paintings  in  caves  and  on  rocks,  and 
the  collection  of  informaticm  as  to  their  manners,  cus- 
toms, and  languages. 

The  gencM-al  survey  of  the  country  was  undertaken 
by  the  well-known  surveyor,  the  late  Mr.  Charles  Win- 
necke,  as  leader  of  the  expedition,  and  the  scientific 
branches  by  Professors  E.  C.  Stirling,  Ralph  Tate,  and 
Baldwin  Spencer,  who,  with  Messrs.  Bell.  Watt,  Keart- 
land,  and  Mr.  Horn  himself,  comprised  the  members  of 
the  expedition. 

The  time  at  their  disposal  was  limited  to  threes 
months  through  the  inability  of  the  professors  to  be 
absent  any  lonsrer  from  their  duties. 
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The  expedition  left  OodDadatta  on  May  5,  1804,  and 
travelling  northward  they  came  to  the  Goyder  River, 
where  they  hoped  to  find  the  country  admirably  suited  to 
scientific  examination,  but  almost  the  contrary  proved 
to  be  the  case,  as  a  succession  of  dry  seasons  had  resulted 
in  a  great  scarcity  of  animal  and  vegetable  life,  and  our 
collections  suffered  accordingly.  From  the  Goyder  a 
five  days'  excursion  was  made  to  the  west,  terminating  at 
Engoordina,  on  the  Finke  River,  when  numerous  tent- 
shajied  hills  and  ranges  were  discovered  and  correctly 
mapped. 

From  Eugoordina  the  expedition  proceeded  to  Idra- 
cowra,  passing  through  a  detached  range  of  tabletopped 
hills,  then  passing  on  through  Henbury  to  the  James 
Ranges,  where  on  the  plains  between  these  ranges  were 
seen  splendid  grasses  growing  in  rich  profusion,  includ- 
ing the  Mitchell  grass  of  Queensland.  They  then  passed 
on  to  the  Peterman  Creek,  and  James,  Levi,  and  Gills 
Ranges,  where  numerous  specimens  were  procured  for 
the  petrological  collection. 

Low  sandstone  ridges  then  occurred,  extending  to 
the  west  and  beyond  Laurie's  Creek,  where  some  perfect 
specimens  of  rare  fossils  were  obtained. 

They  then  took  a  northerly  course,  and  visited  seve- 
ral mountains  of  the  MacDonnell  Ranges,  Avhere  a  most 
unusual  geological  feature  was  noted.  The  ranges  here 
consist  of  apparently  isolated  mountains  joined  by  low 
ridges  and  interspersed  with  well -grassed  plains.  Here 
for  the  first  time  since  leaving  Oodnadatta  metalliferous 
rocks  were  found,  and  the  prospectors  diligently  ex- 
amined various  localities. 

On  June  16  they  arrived  at  Deering  Creek,  and  two 
days  later  entered  a  remarkable  valley,  with  wall-like 
ranges,  which  Winnecke  named  Merceine  Valley,  an 
Escarpment  extending  in  an  unbroken  line  for  20  miles. 

On  June  24  they  reached  Glen  Helen,  Mount  Bonder, 
and  other  mountains,  which  were  correctly  charted,  and 
their  exact  heights  determined.  After  this,  arriving  at 
the  Finke  Gorge,  in  the  Finke  River,  they  passed  south- 
erly, reaching  Hermannsburg  Mission  Station  on  July  2, 
where  an  extended  stay  was  made  for  a  thorough  exami- 
nation by  the  geologists  and  prospectors  of  the  adjacent 
country,  when  valuable  additions  were  made  to  the  seve- 
ral collections. 
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Alice  Springs  was  reached  on  July  15,  from  which 
three  days  later  the  expedition  left  on  its  return  journey, 
when  tliey  travelled  southward  through  splendidly 
grassed  country,  arriving  at  Oodnadatta  on  August  5. 
During  this  three  months'  period  large  collections  were 
made  in  many  of  the  departments  of  science,  and  27,000 
square  miles  of  country  were  correctly  mapped  in  detail. 
Although  the  aborigines  encountered  were  singularly 
few,  every  possible  opportunity  of  studying  their  habits 
and  customs  was  embraced,  and  much  interesting  infor- 
mation concerning  them  was  gathered,  and  many  native 
curios  and  relics  were  acquired. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  zeal  which  was  shown  in 
the  general  work  of  investigation  and  collection,  and  the 
journey  from  start  to  finish  w^as  accomplished  without  a 
single  mishap.  The  scientific  results  of  this  expedition 
have  been  published  by  Mr.  Horn  in  four  volumes. 

THE     CALVERT     EXPEDITION. 
L.     A.     WELLS. 

An  expedition  equipped  by  Albert  F.  Calvert,  Esq., 
F.K.G.S.,  London,  led  by  Mr.  L.  A.  Wells,  the  South  Aus- 
tralian surveyor  (his  cousin,  Mr.  C.  F.  Wells,  being 
second  in  conmmnd)  was  dispatched  in  June,  1896,  for 
the  purpose  of  exploring  the  remaining  blanks  of  Aus- 
tralia. 

Starting  on  June  13,  1896,  Wells  arrived  at  Salt 
Lake  Way  a  month  later,  and  then  pushing  on  to  the 
Lindsay  (Jordon  Lagoon,  he  arrived  at  the  Harry  John- 
stone Water,  when,  finding  an  ample  supply  of  camel 
feed  and  water,  he  formed  a  depot,  from  which  he  went 
200  miles  northward,  where,  on  September  29,  he  found 
and  named  Surprise  Well.  From  this  Wells  i)ressed  on 
still  northward  till  he  came  to  a  well  which  he  named 
Se])aration  Well,  as  here  the  party  separated,  C.  F.  Wells 
and  G.  L.  Jones  intending  to  examine  the  country  in  a 
north-west  direction,  and  then  to  rejoin  the  caravans  at 
Joanna  Springs. 

The  leader  in  the  meantime  went  northwards 
through  high  sand  ridges,  dense  spinifex,  and  scanty  sup 
plies  of  water,  in  one  place  getting  only  65  buckets  of 
water  in  36  hours'  haling — and  all  this  in  extreme  heat, 
losing  three  of  his  camels,  and  having   to    abandon  the 
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whole  of  his  equipments  (save  a  few  absolute  necessaries) 
and  the  scientists'  collections. 

In  this  emergency  Wells  was  obliged  to  push  on  for 
known  water  at  the  Fitzroy,  which  he,  with  his  party, 
at  last  reached  on  November  7,  with  the  remaining 
camels  at  their  last  gasp. 

The  leader  then  started  soon  after  with  his  party  to 
look  for  the  two  comrades  w^ho  he  hoped  had  succeeded 
in  finding  Joanna  Springs,  when,  on  January  10,  1897,  he 
was  forced  to  return  unsuccessful.  Early  in  March  he 
renewed  the  search,  and  at  this  time,  on  April  13,  he 
found  some  few  articles  belonging  to  the  lost  men  in  the 
possession  of  the  natives. 

A  third  time  Wells  started,  on  May  13,  with  two 
members  of  the  Police  Force  (Inspector  Ord  and  Trooper 
Nicholson),  and  some  native  trackers,  and  at  last  found 
some  natives,  whom  they  induced  to  guide  them  to  a  spot 
where,  on  May  27,  they  discovered  the  two  bodies.  Wells 
and  Jones,  lying  among  the  spinifex  and  sand ;  a  satchel, 
a  compass,  G.  L.  Jones's  journal,  and  a  notebook  with  a 
piece  of  paper  addressed  to  his  father  and  mother,  stating 
that  after  the  separation  they  had  gone  west-north-west 
for  five  days,  where,  through  the  intense  heat,  they  only 
had  two  quarts  of  water  left,  when  they  became  very 
weak,  and  unable  to  follow  the  camels,  who  had  wan- 
dered away,  and  that  he  did  not  think  they  could  last 
very  much  longer. 

Nothing  remained  now  for  the  leader  but  to  tele- 
graph the  sad  tidings  to  Adelaide,  when  arrangements 
were  made  by  Mr.  Inspector  Ord  for  the  removal  of  the 
remains  to  Adelaide,  where,  on  July  18,  the  two  comrades 
were  accorded  a  public  funeral — a  most  impressive  cere- 
mony, amidst  a  large  and  represcmtative  gathering. 

The  flag  that  then  covered  the  coifin,  inscribed  "Com- 
rades,'' was  afterwards  presented  to  the  Geographical 
Society  by  the  Executors  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  T.  Magarey, 
who  had  acted  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Calvert  from  the  first 
inception  of  the  expedition. 

HONOURABLE  DAVID  CARNEGIE. 

One  of  the  most  notable  Australian  explorations  was 
that  of  the  Honourable  David  Carnegie,  fourth  son  of  the 
Earl  of  Southesk;  who,  with  a  party  of  only  three  and  a 
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blackboy,  left  CooIj»tirdie  on  July  9,  189G,  intending  to 
cross  the  irreat  siindy  desert  from  south  to  north,  a  work 
which,  in  the  face  of  great  difficulties,  he  not  only 
achieved  in  safety,  but  also  returned  by  another  route  to 
his  starting  })oint. 

In  his  ujjward  route  he  passed  by  Menzies  and  Sandy 
<  'reek  to  a  spring  of  permanent  water  in  a  cave  which  he 
named  Empress  S])ring,  in  honour  of  Queen  Victoria; 
then  arri\ing  at  Ma<'i)herson's  Pillar  on  September  1. 
After  this  he  crossed  many  sand  ridges  to  some  neigh- 
bouring wells,  sometimes  marching  18  miles  in  a  day 
through  plains  of  spinifex.  He  then  took  a  northerly 
course  to  ^largaret  Tiiver,  where,  by  a  sad  gun  accident, 
he  lost  his  friend,  rharli(»  Stansmore,  casting  a  gloom 
over  the  rest  of  the  expedition.  He  arrived  at  his 
northei'ly  point.  Hall's  Creek,  Kimberley,  on  December 
4.  after  a  journey  of  1,413  miles,  counting  deviations. 

Here  he  heard  of  the  sad  disaster  to  the  Calvert  ex- 
pedition, and  generously  offered  to  put  his  camels  and 
party  at  ^Ir.  WelTs  disposal,  and  to  do  anything  he  could 
to  hel]).  But  after  some  weeks  had  ela])sed,  and  hearing 
that  two  search  parties  were  in  the  field,  he  left  on  the 
return  journey  on  March  22,  1807,  when  passing  Sturt's 
Creek  for  Mounts  Wilson  and  Elphinstone,  he  got  to 
Lake  ^lacdonald  on  May  Ifi,  and  then  on  to-  Woodhouse 
Lagoon,  reaching  Coolgardie  in  August  after  an  absence 
of  thirteen  months,  a  notable  journey  indeed,  considering 
the  smallness  of  his  ])arty  and  the  many  difficulties  he 
encountered,  some  of  his  camels  proving  fierce  and 
almost  unmanageable,  and  having  sometimes  to  haul  a 
reluctant  camel  over  the  sand  ridges. 

The  Honourable  David  Carnegie  had  the  explorer's 
ardent  s])irit,  which  would  have  led  him  to  further  contri- 
butions to  Australian  geography,  but  for  his  unfortunate 
death  at  Lokoja,  in  Nigeria,  where  he  fell  beneath  a 
shower  of  ])oisoned  arrows,  one  of  which  pierced  his 
thigh.  He  died  fifteen  minutes  after  he  was  hit,  on 
November  27,  1900. 

ALLAN     A.     DAVIDSON. 

FT  KTHER     EXPLORATIONS     IN     CENTRAL 

AUSTRALIA. 

The  Central  Australian  Exploration  Syndicate  was 
formed  in  1898  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  a  large  block 
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of  country  in  Central  and  Nortliern  Australia,  and  Mr. 
Allan  Davidson  was  appointed  as  leader. 

The  exploration  extended  over  a  period  of  three 
years  from  1898  to  1901.  Two  years  were  occupied  in 
proving  the  country  east  of  the  Transcontinental  Tele- 
graph line,  between  Barrow's  Creek  and  Tennant's  Creek 
Telegraph  Station,  a  block  containing  over  11,000  square 
miles,  when  many  goldbearing  areas  were  discovered, 
some  of  which  w^ould  be  considered  very  payable  if  the 
country  w^ere  made  accessible,  as  Mr.  Davidson  stated, 
when  the  Transcontinental  Railway  comes  into  exist- 
ence. 

On  the  completion  of  the  two  years'  work  Mr.  David- 
son was  appointed  by  the  London  principals  of  the  expe- 
dition as  leader  of  a  second  and  western  expedition, 
which  left  Adelaide  on  May  5,  1900. 

The  farthest  western  point  reached  was  longitude 
128  deg.  51  min.,  lat.  20  deg.  0  min.,  when  a  range  of  hills 
was  discovered  which  Mr.  Davidson  named  Gardiner. 
All  the  hills  and  ranges  were  thoroughly  tested  for  mine- 
rals, but  they  were  not  of  a  payable  nature  so  as  to  make 
the  expedition  a  success,  and  the  expedition  returned  to 
Barrow's  T^reek  in  September,  after  an  absence  of  nearly 
live  months. 

R.     T.     MAURICE. 

Mr.  Richard  Thilwell  Maurice  was  for  some  years 
engaged  in  exploration  work  in  the  desert  country  to  the 
north  of  the  Nullabor  Plains,  and  in  1900  he  organized  a 
party  which,  starting  from  Fowler's  Bay,  visited  the 
Rawlinson  Ranges,  in  Western  Australia,  and  returned 
by  way  of  the  Mann  and  Tomkinson  Ranges.  This  was 
followed  by  an  expedition  from  Fowler's  Bay,  on  the 
south  coast,  to  Wyndham,  on  the  north  coast,  through 
the  desert  country  in  the  region  of  the  Western  Austra- 
lian boundary.  To  Mr.  Maurice  we  are  indebted  for 
the  mapping  out  of  a  large  area  of  unknown  country,  and 
for  our  knowledge  of  many  of  the  available  waters  in 
some  of  the  most  inhospitable  parts  of  Australia.  Mr. 
Maurice  patriotically  bore  the  sole  expense  of  these  ex- 
peditions, and  the  resulting  collections  of  native  imple- 
ments, &c.,  were  always  generously  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  our  Museum. 


92  ANNUAL    MEETING. 

BARCLAY    AND    McPHERSON. 

One  small  area  of  country  yet  untraversed  remained 
in  <  Vntral  Australia,  a  range  of  sandhills  about  300  miles 
long  by  200  miles  wide,  north  of  lat.  20,  and  bounded  by 
the  Fi'nke,  I'lenty,  and  Marshall  Rivers,  and  partly  by 
the  ^lacDonnell  Ranges,  and  an  expedition  to  exploit  it 
was  e(i nipped  by  Mr.  Ronald  McPherson,  assisted  by  the 
S.A.  Government  with  the  loan  of  camels,  the  leader 
being  (^aptain  H.  V.  Barclay,  the  well-known  Australian 
survevor.  The  party,  which  included  Captain  Langley, 
D.S.d.,  left  Oodnadatta  on  July  2t,  1904,  and  got  into  the 
sand  ridges  after  leaving  Anacoora  Bore,  250  deg.  56 
inin.  10  sec.  S.,  135  deg.  39  min.  46  sec.  E.,  and  there 
found  that  these  sand  ridges  ran  like  waves  of  the  sea, 
varying  from  70  to  200  ft.  in  height  when  they  took  their 
course  in  the  valleys,  once  travelling  120  miles  between 
the  sandhills,  when  they  saw  nothing  but  the  sky. 
After  passing  them  they  pushed  on  to  the  MacDonnell 
Ranges,  and  thence  to  the  Hale,  Plenty,  and  Hay  Rivers; 
but  on  account  of  the  shortness  of  water  and  great  heat 
they  were  obliged  to  travel  by  night,  resting  by  day,  and 
eventually  returned  to  Adelaide  on  December  5  of  the 
same  year. 

And  now,  wiiile  recounting  the  work  of  these  ex- 
plorers, \N'e  cannot  forget  their  predecessors,  and  that 
these  now  before  us  form  the  last  links  of  a  long  chain 
of  explorers  with  whose  very  work  the  last  century 
began.  And  it  is  surely  fitting  for  us  on  this  occasion, 
to  complete,  to  fill  up  the  whole  interval,  and  to  include 
in  full  remembrance  the  life  history  of  all  these  great 
founders  of  our  Australian  Colony,  especially  remember- 
ing the  infinite  cost  and  endurance  and  self-sacrifice  in 
which  these  foundations  were  laid. 

In  the  full  energy  of  life  they  were  mastered  and  up- 
held and  sustained,  and  carried  along  by  noble  and  con- 
straining forces  within;  and  a  grand  tragic  life,  indeed, 
was  theirs,  with  each  of  them  the  one  object  in  view — 
the  founding  in  sections  of  a  new  Avorld,  a  foundation 
stone,  with  each  laid,  not  in  the  sunlight  of  a  city  before 
an  admiring  multitude,  but  laid  ofttimes  in  the  impene- 
trable gloom  of  the  desert  bush.  Other  great  colonies 
had  their  founders;  in  ages  past  and  gone  the  Athenians 
had  their  Theseus,  the  Romans  their  Romulus,  the  Scan- 
dinavians their  Odin,  but  surely  we  also  can  point  to  our 
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Cook  and  Flinders,  and  Oxley  and  Phillip;  our  Sturt  and 
Mitchell,  and  Eyre  and  Leichhardt,  our  Burke  and  Wills 
and  McDouall  Stuart  and  Forrest,  our  Giles  and  Car- 
negie, and  Wells  and  Jones,  our  Lindsay  and  Maurice, 
who  covered  an  area  in  this  great  colony  infinitely 
greater  than  the  whole  aggregate  of  Athens' and  Rome 
and  Scandinavia;  and  each  of  these  our  explorers  laying 
a  foundation  for  himself,  for  every  mile  they  discovered, 
every  new  area  they  brought  to  light,  was  a  new  step 
towards  the  building  up  of  a  great  people,  some  of  them 
indeed  opening  up  channels  through  which  the  golden 
and  silvery  streams  are  now  flowing  as  the  very  life  blood 
of  succeeding  generations. 

But  at  what  a  cost !  Who  of  us  who  live  at  home  at 
ease  can  fully  appreciate  the  process,  the  heroic  endur- 
ance through  which  those  great  missions  were  accom- 
plished, in  shipwrecks  often,  in  perils  on  the  sea,  in  perils 
in  the  bush,  in  hunger  and  thirst,  and  in  weariness  and 
watchings  often  by  night  and  by  day. 

With  longing  yearning  hearts  those  explorers  oft- 
times  looked  into  the  black  darkness  of  death,  striving  to 
see  some  spark  of  light,  but  in  vain,  a  light  in  which  we 
now  live  of  a  great  structure  growing  higher  and  still 
higher;  a  light  of  which  they  in  spirit  may  now  be  with 
us,  fully  conscious,  in  silent  yet  triumphant  witness  of 
these  glorious  results  of  their  labours;  fully  conscious,  it 
may  be,  and  listening  with  us  to  the  tribute  we  are  one 
and  all  noAv  offering  with  willing  hearts  to  their  life  his 
tory,  a  tribute  based  upon  the  conviction  that  the  results 
of  each  and  of  every  exploration  have  been  an  essential 
element  not  only  in  our  welfare  as  a  colony,  but  in  the 
welfare  and  national  progress  of  the  whole  world. 


Mr.  Thos.  Gill,  I.S.O.,  J.P.,  read  the  Balance  Sheet, 
which  showed  that  the  Receipts  had  been  £191,  and  that 

I  there  was  a  balance  of  £3  10/10.  The  assets  were  valued 
at  £2,582. 
Mr.  W.  J.  Sowden,  who  moved  the  adoption  and 
report  of  the  financial  statement,  referred  to  the 
presence  of  ladies  for  the  first  time  at  the  meetings,  and 
particularly  to  that  of  Lady  Brown,  who  had  the  unique 
distinction,  for  an  Australian  colonist,  of  having  crossed 
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since     her     last     departure     from      South     Australia. 

(Ai)})lause.)     He  felt  honoured  to  be  asked  to  submit  the  ' 

motion,  as  he  liad  a  peculiar  personal  interest  in  some  i 

jiortions  of  the  reports.     The  reference  to  the  death  of  j 

'Slv.  John  Gordon  reminded  him  that  the  Public  Library,  ! 

with  which  he  had  long  been  closely  associated,  had  a  : 

*j:i'vi\i    deal    for    which    to    thank    that    gentleman    in  ] 
connection   with   the   liberal   help   he   had   given   to   the 

institution.     Kegarding  the   lamented   death    of   the   ex-  I 

l*resident  of  the  Society,  Sir  Robert  Thomas,  he  could  I 
hardly     trust     himself  to    say    what    was  in    his    heart 

regarding  his  dear  dead  friend.     Nobody  else  outside  his  j 
own  relatives  had  been  daily  for  many  years  more  closely 
associated  with  him  than  he  had  been,  and  nobody  else 
could    know    better    than    he    the    keen    and    practical 
interest  which  Sir  Eobert  Thomas  had  displayed  in  the 

work  of  the  Society.     It  was  interesting  to  note  at  such  < 
a  meeting  that  Sir  Robert's  Grandmother  had  written 
the  best  and  most  graphic  description  of  the  early  days 

of  South  Australia,  and  that  his  grandfather  was  the  ' 
founder  of  the  press  in  this  State. 

He  had  observed  with  great  regret  that  about  half 

of  the  men  who  originally  met  to  form  the  South  Aus-  ^ 
tralian   branch    of   the   Royal    Geographical    Society   25 

years  ago  had  since  gone  to  that  bourne  from  which  no  ' 

traveller    returned.       He    felt    pleased,     because    their  \ 
esteemed  Secretary  (Mr.  T.  S.  Reed)  had — adopting  his 

suggestion   of   a  year   ago — given   that   day   an   outline  j 

sketch   of  the  geographical   and   exploration  history   of  * 

South   Australia,   and   brought   up   to   date  the   lecture  i 

delivered  on  the  same  subject  by  the  late  Sir  Samuel  \ 

Davenport  at  the  inauguration  of  the  Society  in  1885.  i 

At  the  right  time  he  would  propose  that  Mr.  Reed  should  ' 

prepare  a  history  of  the  next  25  years  of  exploration  in  . 
Australia.     (Laughter  and  hear,  hear.)     Mr.  Reed  having 

grown   20   years   younger   in   the   last   10   years,   might  ' 

naturally  be  expected  to  be  50  years  younger  still  at  the  • 

end  of  the  next  25.     (Laughter.)     He  felt  his  own  limi-  ' 

tations  in  commenting  upon  matters  dealt  with  in  the  ; 

reports  in  the   presence  of  an   audience  so   select   and  \ 

distinguished — in  a  meeting  which  was  perhaps,  for  its  j 

number,  the  most  representative  of  the  different  grades  j 

of  scientific  and  exploration  research  which  he  had  ever  ' 
attended.     As   he   looked   round   the   room   he   saw — ^tc 
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mention  only  a  few — Mr.  Simpson  Newland,  who  had 
written  one  of  the  best  and  best-known  of  Australian 
stories.  He  placed  Henry  Kingsley's  "^Geoffrey 
Hamlyn"  (the  first  Australian  work  of  its  kind),  Rolf 
Boldrewood's  ' 'Robbery  Under  Arms,'^  and  Mr. 
Newland's  grai)hic  description  of  Victor  Harbour  and  its 
whale  fisheries,  and  the  adjacent  coast — "Paving  the 
Way" — together  as  the  most  typical  Australian  books 
ever  published.  (Applause.)Then  there  was  present  Mr. 
W.  P.  Auld,  one  of  the  survivors  of  the  greatest 
exploring  expedition  in  the  history  of  Australia — that  of 
J.  McDouall  Stuart.  (Applause.)  There  were  also  in 
the  room  Mr.  A.  W.  Dobbie,  the  most  noted  and  most 
enthusiastic  amateur  astronomer  in  Australia,  and  Mr. 
David  Lindsay,  the  explorer.  Probably  50  years  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Lindsay  a  good  deal  more  would  be 
heard  of  his  exploration  work.  Frequently  a  man  had  to 
die  in  order  to  be  properly  appreciated.  He  had  camped 
out  with  Mr.  Lindsay  in  the  Northern  Territory  for  some 
weeks,  and,  as  a  result  of  his  close  acquaintance  with 
him  and  his  methods  and  his  work,  he  said  emphatically 
that  it  was  a  discredit  to  South  Australians  that  such 
excellent  achievements  as  he  had  performed  should  have 
been  allowed  to  pass  without  anything  like  adequate 
recognition.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  noticed,  also,  their 
encyclopedic  old  friend,  Mr.  Tepper;  but  if  he  ventured 
to  speak  of  the  universalit}^  of  the  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Tepper  they  would  have  to  light  the  gas  in  order  to  hear 
him  out.  (Laughter.)They  were  particularly  pleased  to 
see  His  Excellency  the  Governor  present  on  that 
occasion.  (Applause.)  It  was  a  matter  for  gratification 
that  they  had  a  Governor  who  had  taken  the  trouble  to 
travel  as  far  as  the  uttermost  bounds  of  the  western 
portion  of  South  Australia  to  see  the  widely  varied 
resources  of  the  State,  and  to  introduce  himself  as  His 
Majesty's  representative  to  the  struggling  settlers  in  the 
interior.  Such  a  visit  meant  much  to  those  people. 
(Applause). 

He  would  venture  to  hint  that  a  suggestion  made 
years  ago  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Thomas  Gill,  might  be 
adopted.  In  the  Society,  in  the  records  of  Australian 
geograj)hy,  they  had  all  the  ingredients  of  an  historical 
geographical  pudding,  and  as  the  lines  of  research  in 
geography    were    naturally    being    circumscribed,    par- 


96  ANNUAL    MEETING. 

ticular  attention  mij^^ht  be  given  to  the  historical  side. 
The  best  available  "historical  puddingmaker"  he  knew 
was  Mr.  (xill,  and  his  house  was  a  perfect  store  of 
knowledge  regarding  the  history  of  South  Australia. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

He  took  the  opportunity,  also,  to  express  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  unofficial  members  of  the  Society  to  the 
retiring  President  (Mr.  Wilkinson!  for  the  excellent  work 
he  had  accomplished  during  his  three  years'  occupancy 
of  his  position.  (Applause.)  As  one  looked  round  that 
room  it  was  suggestive  of  a  romance  to  find  how  the 
Society  had  grown  during  the  past  25  years,  and  when 
they  saw  the  relatively  immense  and  valuable  library 
which  it  possessed,  they  could  hardly  realize  that  at  the 
inception  of  the  Society  Bishop  Kennion  had  offered  to 
present  a  few  maps  and  other  documents  to  it  "if  room 
could  be  found  for  them  anywhere!"  (Laughter.).  The 
growth  of  the  Society,  which  had  now  195  members,  was 
due  in  large  measure  to  their  esteemed  and  ever-vigorous 
Secretary  (Mr.  Eeed).  In  conclusion  he  referred  to  one 
unfortunate  mistake  which  figured  upon  all  the  maps 
of  Australia — the  misnaming  of  "Central  Mount  Stuart" 
instead  of  "Central  Mount  Sturt."  It  was  the  special 
wish  of  the  explorer  that  the  mount  should  be  named 
"Sturt"  in  honour  of  his  old  leader,  Capt.  Sturt,  and  he 
was  sure  that  nobody  would  be  more  pleased  to  see  the 
alteration  made,  through  the  influence  of  the  Society, 
than  Mr.  Auld,  a  member  of  McDouall  Stuart's  exploring 
expedition.     (Applause.) 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr  W.  E.  Dalton,  and 
carried. 

OFFICERS. 

The  retiring  President  thanked  the  council  and 
officers  for  the  assistance  rendered  him  during  his  term 
of  office,  and  referred  to  the  satisfactory  condition  of 
the  afl'airs  of  the  Society. 

At  the  instance  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Goode,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Tepper,  the  following  officers  were  elected: — 
President,  Mr.  A.  W.  Piper;  Vice-President,  Hon.  J. 
Lewis,  M.L.C. ;  Council,  Sir  Langdon  Bonython,  Messrs. 
W.  B.  Wilkinson,  W.  J.  Sowden,  W.  P.'  Auld,  H.  A. 
Parsons,   S.   Newland,   A.   M.    Simpson,   A.   W.    Dobbie, 
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H.  P.  Moore;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  T.  Gill,  I.S.O.;  Hon. 
Secretaries,  F.  W.  Giles  and  C.  J.  Sanders;  Hon. 
Auditors,  Messrs.  L.  H.  Sholl,  I.S.O.,  and  J.  Bonnin. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  retiring 
ofTicers,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  H.  A.  Parsons,  seconded 
by.  Mr.  David  Lindsay,  who  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Reed, 
in  his  outline  of  exploration  had  inadvertently  omitted 
to  mention  an  expedition  which  he  (Mr.  Lindsay)  had 
promoted  at  his  own  expense  from  Hergott  to  the 
northern  coast.  He  added,  too,  that  the  discovery  of  the 
Kalgoorlie  goldfields  was  a  direct  result  of  the  Elder 
Expedition,  with  which  he  had  been  associated.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  A.  W.  Piper,  as  the  incoming, President,  thanked 
His  Excellency  for  presiding  at  the  gathering.    Research 
into    geography    was    an    important    factor,    and    the 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  had  an  important  part  to 
play  in  connection  with  the  geography  of  the  Southern 
hemisphere.       In    a    few    weeks    they    would    welcome 
Captain  Scott  on  his  way  to  the  Antarctic.     Mr.  Sowden 
had  suggested  that  the  work  of  the  Society  should  be 
a  little  more  historical,  and  he  agreed  with  the  sugges- 
tion.    At  the  same  time  it  should  be  well  understood 
that  the  geography  of  Australia  was  in  itself  history — 
that  the  geography  of  our  country  was  essentially  its 
history  and  the  history  of  its  people,  more  than  that  of 
older  countries.       A  good  deal  had  yet  to  be  done  in 
regard  .to  recording  and  recalling  the  work  of  our  great 
explorers.     There  was  an  excellent  and  suggestive  book 
by  Mr.  Rodney  Cockburn — "The  Nomenclature  of  South 
Australia" — which  was  full  of  interest.       There  was  a 
world    of    romance    to    be    got    by    taking   the    map    of 
Australia,  and  looking  at  the  history  that  clung  to  many 
of  the  names  thereon.     He  supposed  few  people  thought 
about  the  origin  of  Thebarton,  for  instance,  or  that  the 
name  was  transferred  from  the  County  of  Suffolk  to  the 
suburb    of    the    City    of    Adelaide,    and    had    a    close 
association   with   Col.   Light,  the  founder  of   Adelaide. 
Few  people  in  England  knew  the  origin  of  the  name 
"Thames,"  or  other  places,  for  that  matter.      As  one 
illustration    of    his    statement    that    much    was    to    be 
learned  from  some  of  the  Australian  names,  the  refer- 
ence  which    had   been    made   to   Central    Mount    Sturt 
brought  to  mind  at  once  the  story  of  two  most  heroic 
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lives.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  mere  name  "jijeography"  was 
not  altogether  attractive.  History  which  dealt  with  the 
ideals  of  humanity  might  appeal  more  to  people 
generally,  but  the  promotion  of  geography  in  its  truest 
sense  was  the  object  of  their  Society  in  Australia. 
(Applause.) 

The  motion  was  carried  with  cheers. 

AN  IMPORTANT  RAILWAY. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
remarks  in  response,  touched  upon  the  progress  being 
made  in  the  development  of  Central  Asia,  which  had 
been  referred  to  by  the  retiring  President  in  the 
speech  in  which  he  had  transported  them  as  on  a 
magic  carpet  from  country  to  country  until  he  almost 
grew  giddy.  (Laughter.)  The  Euphrates  V^alley  rail- 
way scheme,  which  he  had  spoken  of,  would  make  an 
important  difference  to  Australia.  When  it  was  com- 
pleted, and  if  railways  were  constructed  in  the  islands 
of  the  Malay  Archipelago,  it  would  be  possible  greatly 
to  shorten  the  journey  from  Australia  to  England. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  had  heard  with  much  pleasure  Mr. 
Reed's  records  concerning  25  years  of  exploration  in 
Australia,  and  he  hoped  his  remarks  would  be  printed 
for  permanent  preservation.  (Hear,  hear,).  It  was 
satisfactory  to  note  that  the  membership  of  the  Society 
constituted  a  record  in  itself  and  for  the  year.  The  fact 
showed  that  the  organization  was  flourishing,  and  that 
was  well,  for  the  Society  i)romoted,  as  was  evident  from 
the  representative  nature  of  the  meeting,  all  that  was 
best  and  highest  in  its  sphere.     (Applause.) 


ABSTKACT    OF    LECTTJEE    ON 

India  and  the  Northern  Territory  in  Relation 

to  the  Growth  of  Wheat,  Cereals, 

and  Other  Products. 

Delivered  before  the  Members  of  the  Koyal  Geographi- 
cal Society  of  Australia  (S.A.  Branch)  on  Septem- 
ber 3,  1909,  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Bryson. 


The  lecturer  said  that  India  has  been  described  as 
the  epitome  of  the  whole  world.  In  it  are  some  of  the 
highest  mountains  known,  ranging  from  20,000  to  30,000 
feet  in  height.  It  is  also  watered  by  some  of  the  largest 
rivers,  which  run  their  course  for  hundreds  of  miles,  and 
it  contains  vast  alluvial  plains  as  well  as  deserts. 

No  country  in  the  world  has  a  more  varied  and  diver- 
sified climate,  and  consequently  none  can  compare  with 
it  in  its  enormous  production  of  innumerable  sorts  and 
species. 

The  lecturer  said  he  wished  to  compare  the  north  of 
India,  i.e.,  the  Punjab  and  the  United  Provinces  with 
that  portion  of  the  Northern  Territory  extending  from 
the  MacDonnell  Ranges  northward  to  Katherine  Station, 
and  thence  to  the  sea  coast  at  Port  Darwin,  to  the  sou- 
thern portion  of  south  India. 

With  reference  to  the  production  of  cereals,  the 
Punjab  and  United  Provinces  have  always  been  famous 
for  their  abundant  supply  of  wheat  and  rice;  and  the 
production  of  wheat  and  other  cereals  has  been  amply 
sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  rulers,  in  the  most 
luxurious  style,  although  the  implements  used  are  of  the 
rudest  nature  and  the  ploughing  done  by  oxen,  or  camels 
in  some  places  where  the  soil  is  sandy.  The  crops  ripen 
and  are  ready  for  harvesting  in  February  or  March. 

The  latest  information  from  the  Punjab  shows  that 
the  average  return  was  23  bushels  per  acre;  and  in  some 
plots  the  yield  reached  40  bushels. 
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Not  long  ago  these  Provinces  headed  the  list  of 
wheat  providers  for  England,  their  contributions  exceed- 
ing those  of  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  Canada  com- 
bined. Besides  wheat,  the  Provinces  under  review  pro- 
duce Millet,  Maize,  Barley,  Cotton,  Poppy,  Sugar  Cane, 
Hemp,  Tobacco,  Indigo,  and  an  enormous  quantity  of 
Fruit  and  Vegetables. 

The  lecturer  then  said  he  would  compare  the  Punjab 
and  the  United  Provinces  with  that  portion  of  the  Nor- 
thern Territory  lying  between  Barrow  Creek  and  Kather- 
ine  Station,  and  the  south  of  India  to  the  country  lying 
between  Katherine  Station  and  Port  Darwin. 

The  country  between  Barrow  Creek  and  Katherine 
consists  of  high  tablelands  gradually  descending  from 
1,700  feet  above  sea  level  at  Barrow  Creek,  to  about  400 
feet  at  Katherine  with  undulating  downs  stretching  for 
hundreds  of  miles  east  and  west  and  intersected  by  num- 
erous creeks  and  subterranean  rivers.  There  are  also 
several  natural  reservoirs  deep  enough  to  contain  a  plen- 
tiful and  permanent  supply  of  water. 

The  annual  rainfall  averages  about  12  inches  at 
Barrow  Creek,  and  gradually  increases  to  about  40  inches 
at  Katherine  in  the  north.  Droughts  seldom  or  never 
occur.  The  climate  is  described  by  one  as  congenial  to 
the  labour  and  health  of  a  white  race  where  the  summer 
heat  scarcely  reaches  110  deg.  in  the  shade  and  falls  to 
26  deg.  in  the  winter.  By  another  it  is  described  to  be 
superior  to  Broken  Hill  and  healthier  than  the  heat  of 
Adelaide;  the  nights  during  the  summer  being  much 
cooler. 

The  soil  also  is  said  to  be  rich  in  most  parts  of  the 
tablelands,  and  suitable  for  agricultural  purposes.  This 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  various  kinds  of  grass  grow 
luxuriantly  during  the  winter,  and  stand  w^ell  through 
out  the  summer.  Low  scrub  jungles  are  to  be  found 
everywhere.  Judging  from  the  description  of  the 
country,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  condi- 
tions are  in  every  way  superior  to  those  that  obtain  in 
the  Punjab  and  the  United  Provinces  which  lie  in  the 
basin  of  the  Ganges,  Jumna,  and  Indus  surrounded  by  the 
Himalayas,  the  Suleiman,  Aravalli  and  Vindhya  ranges 
of  mountains  where  the  rainfall  averages  15  inches  in  the 
agricultural  areas,  and  is  uncertain.    The  climate  also  is 
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oppressively  hot  and  dry,  and  the  soil,  except  on  the  river 
banks,  is  in  many  parts  sandy  and  stiff  clay. 

I  do  not  say  that  every  inch  of  the  Territory  under 
review  would  yield  wheat,  but  on  the  whole,  if  the  condi- 
tions stated  by  numerous  authorities  from  personal  ex- 
perience are  correct,  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in 
raising  enormous  crops  of  wheat  and  several  other 
cereals  such  as  millet,  maize,  oats,  and  barley.  On  the 
tablelands  the  climate  is  better  than  that  of  the  Punjab 
and  if  Europeans  can  live  and  work  in  the  Punjab  where 
our  largest  British  garrisons  are  quartered  throughout 
the  year,  there  is  no  reason  why  they  cannot  do  the  same 
in  the  Territory. 

The  country  north  of  the  Katherine  gradually  slopes 
from  an  elevation  of  about  400  feet  towards  the  sea  coast, 
and  is  watered  by  several  rivers,  the  largest  of  which  are 
navigable  for  ships  and  suitable  country  craft  from  80 
to  100  miles  inland,  and  could  very  easily  be  tapped  for 
irrigation.  The  rainfall  during  the  wetter  months,  from 
December  to  March,  averages  about  50  inches,  and  the 
eight  remaining  months  12  inches.  The  climate  is  moist 
and  humid  during  the  wet  season,  the  temperature  rising 
to  96  deg.  in  the  day  and  dropping  to  05  deg.  in  the  night. 
During  the  dry  season  the  mornings  and  nights  are  cold, 
the  temperature  being  about  56  deg.,  and  during  the  day 
89  deg.  The  soil  in  most  parts  is  good  arable  land,  and 
remarkably  well  suited  for  the  cultivation  of  rice,  especi- 
ally on  the  river  banks.  These  conditions  compare  most 
favourably  with  those  obtaining  in  the  south  of  India. 
The  natural  features  are  better,  the  rainfall  and  soil 
superior,  and  the  climate,  though  warm,  decidedly 
better. 

In  a  highly  interesting  lecture  delivered  last  year 
by  Senator  Findley,  at  Melbourne,  he  dwelt  on  the  great 
possibilities  of  the  undeveloped  Northern  Territory  from 
an  agricultural,  mineral,  and  pastoral  aspect;  when  he 
quoted  statistics  to  show  the  great  asset  that  Australia 
possesses  in  that  region,  the  devolopment  of  which  from 
a  national  standpoint,  would  to  a  wonderful  degree 
settle  the  question  of  immigration,  open  illimitable  fields 
for  enterprise,  and  fill  Australia's  empty  cradle  with  a 
vigorous  and  prosperous  people 
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I  understand  that  several  products  have  been  tried, 
and  appear  to  thrive  well  in  the  Territory  such  as  cotton, 
hemp,  tobacco,  sugar  cane,  coffee,  &c.  These  could 
therefore  be  grown  on  a  much  larger  scale,  and  prove 
commercially  profitable. 

"There  is  no  doubt  that  agriculture  is  the 
foundation  of  a  nation's  stability,  and  that  the  Northern 
Territory  offers  favourable  conditions  for  the  settlement 
of  a  large  European  population  who  could  be  thus 
engaged.  But  this  can  only  be  accomplished  by  making 
it  easy  for  the  population  to  get  there,  and  by  the 
opening  out  of  direct  railway  communication  for  which 
South  Australia  has  long  been  waiting. 

The  lecturer  then  said  in  conclusion,  "Sincerely  be- 
Ijj'ving  in  the  great  value  of  the  Territory,  I  would  say 
to  South  Australia,  'go  and  possess  in  reality  the  land 
whioh  has  providentially  fallen  to  your  lot.' " 


The  Late  Mr.  Jess  Young. 

We  regret  to  have  to  record  the  decease  of  Mr.  Jess 
Young,  F.R.G.S.,  F.R.A.S.,  who  was  astronomer  to  the 
(iiles  Exi)loring  Expedition  of  1875.  Mr.  Young  was  a 
s^n  of  Mr.  Michael  Young,  M.P.  for  Cambridgeshire, 
England,  in  1808-9.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  South 
Australia  Sir  Thomas  Elder  appointed  him  as  astronomer 
and  naturalist  to  the  expedition,  the  command  of  which 
was  given  by  Sir  Thomas  to  Ernest  Giles.  The  party 
set  out  from  Beltana  in  May,  1875,  and  proceeded  to  Port 
Augusta  for  stores  for  the  journey  to  Perth,  W.A.  On 
leaving  Port  Augusta  the  party'  consisted  of  Messrs. 
PJrnest  Giles,  W.H.  Tietkens,  Jess  Y^oung,  Alex.  Ross,  and 
l*eter  Nicholls,  two  aboriginals,  Jimmy  and  Tommy,  with 
an  Afghan  camel  driver,  Saleh,  and  15  pack  and  seven 
nding  camels.     Travelling  to  Coondambo  to  the  north  of 
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Lake  Gardiner,  Mount  Finke,  Wynbring,  Ooldea,  and 
Oldabinna,  the  expedition  had  long  dry  stages  between 
Boundary  Dam  and  Queen  Victoria  Spring,  safely  reach- 
ing Perth  after  one  of  the  most  important  desert  journeys 
on  record.  Both  Tietkens  and  Young  left  the  party  at 
Perth,  and  returned  to  Adelaide  by  sea.  Giles  returned 
with  the  balance  of  his  party  to  South  Australia  on  a 
higher  latitude.  ^'The  Illustrated  London  News"  of  July 
1st,  1876,  contains  a  capital  double  page  illustration  of 
^'the  Australian  Exploring  Expedition  travelling  through 
the  scrub,"  from  a  sketch  by  Mr.  Jess  Young. 

In  1878  Mr.  Young  visited  New  York,  and  read  a 
paper  before  the  American  Geographical  Society*  on  a 
recent  journey  of  exploration  across  the  Continent  of 
Australia,  its  deserts,  native  races,  &c.  Mr.  Young 
returned  to  Perth  some  years  ago,  and  unsuccessfully 
engaged  in  mining  pursuits.  He  died  in  Perth  in  Octo- 
ber, 1909,  in  his  fifth-eighth  year. 

*  Bulletin    of   the    American    Geograulueal    Society,    New   York,    1878.    p.p.    116-141. 
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Colonel   William   Light 


The   Founder  of  Adelaide. 


This  Supplement,  containing  an  exact  reprint  of  the  Journal  of 
Colonel  Light,  the  Founder  of  Adelaide,  and  the  first  Surveyor- 
General  ot  South  Australia,  with  a  Biographical  Sketch  of  his  Life, 
will  be  re-arranged  and  re-issued  on  hand-made  paper  as  an 
''^ Edition  de  Luxe.''' 

In  addition  to  the  illustrations  embodied  in  the  present  volume, 
the  ''Edition  de  Luxe''  will  contain  fac-similes  of  letters 
written  by  Colonel  Light  at  Nepean  Bay,  Kangaroo  Island,  and  at 
Rapid  Bay  in  1836;  also  a  fac-simile  of  one  of  the  printed  orders  for 
two  shillings,  signed  by  Colonel  Light,  and  issued  in  payment  of 
wages  of  the  Survey  labourers  in  1836  and  1837. 

A  reduced  fac-simile  of  the  original  map  of  the  City  of  Adelaide, 
drawn  by  Colonel  Light,  together  with  his  plan  of  Port  Adelaide,  will 
also  be  included. 

As  only  a  limited  number  of  copies  of  these  scarce  and  valuable 
historical  documents  will  be  printed,  early  application  for  the  book 
should  be  made  to  the  Secretar}'  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society, 
S.A.  Branch,  Institute  Buildings,  North  Terrace,  Adelaide.  Each  book 
will  be  strongly  bound  in  leather,  and  will  be  separately  numbered 
before  issue. 
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PREFACE. 


T  The  following  pages  consist  principally  of  slight  notes  of  the 
■earlier  part  of  my  proceedings,  while  holding  the  office  of 
Surveyor  General  of  this  Province.  They  were  penned  at  tlie 
moment,  and  without  any  intention  of  publication  :  but  the 
various  attacks  so  industriously  made  upon  nearly  every  step 
I  thought  fit  to  take,  and  almost  every  measure  I  ventured  to 
propose  or  to  advocate,  have  determined  me  to  give  them  pub- 
licity ;  and  I  have  interspersed  a  few  remarks  upon  some  of 
these  attacks. 


The  loss  of  my  papers  by  fire  has  compelled  me  abruptly  to 
stop  in  my  narrative  ;  but  I  hope  at  no  very  distant  period  to 
obtain  copies  of  the  documents  which  led  to,  or  have  been  con- 
nected with,  my  retirement  from  office  ;  when  it  is  my  inten- 
tion to  lay  them,  with  a  few  further  remarks,  before  the  public. 


I  have  but  one  motive  for  publishing  these  papers.  Deeply 
feeling  the  importance  of  the  trust  imposed  upon  me  by  the 
Colonization  Commissioners,   when  they  confided  solely  to  me 
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the  task  of  selecting  a  site  for  the  capital  of  this  Province  ;  and 
feeling  yet  more  the  fact,  that  the  well  being  of  thousands  is 
now  connected  with,  and  may  in  a  great  degree  depend  upon, 
the  correctness  of  the  decision  I  then  made,  I  am  anxious, 
if  possible,  to  convince  the  Commissioners  and  the  public,  that 
I  endeavoured  scrupulously  to  do  my  duty,  and  that  my  exer- 
tions have  been  conscientiously  directed  to  the  good  of  the 
Colony. 


The  reasons  that  led  me  to  fix  Adelaide  where  it  is  I  do 
not  expect  to  be  generally  understood  or  calmly  judged  of  at 
present.  My  enemies,  however,  by  disputing  their  validity  in 
every  particular,  have  done  me  the  good  service  of  fixing  the 
whole  of  the  responsibility  upon  me.  I  am  perfectly  willing 
to  bear  it ;  and  I  leave  it  to  posterity,  and  not  to  them,  to 
decide  whether  I  am  entitled  to  praise  or  to  blame. 


Thebarton  Cottage,  near  Adelaide, 
28th  March,  1839. 


JOURNAL, 


In  purchasing  the  Rapid  for  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  South 
Australia,  it  was  expected  that  the  examination  would  take  up 
some  considerable  time  ;  and  in  order  to  secure  every  requisite 
for  such  an  undertaking,  the  Cygnet  was  chartered  to  accom- 
pany the  former  vessel.  She  was  to  have  brought  the  greatest 
part  of  the  surveying  stores ;  twelve  months  of  every  necessary 
for  her  own  consumption,  and  three  months  for  the  Rapid  : — 
the  vacant  room  to  be  filled  with  such  other  goods  as  the  Com- 
missioners might  think  proper  to  send.  But  it  so  happened, 
that  in  loading  this  ship  this  order  was  not  respected.  She 
was  therefore  obliged  to  leave  many  things  that  were  most 
wanted ;  and  the  Rapid  had  not  only  to  carry  all  her  own 
twelve  months'  stores,  &c.,  but  several  very  large  packages 
directed  for  the  Cygnet. 

The  Rapid  left  the  river  Thames  on  the  4th  of  May,  and 
arrived  in  Antichamber  Bay,  Kangaroo  Island,  on  the  19th 
August.  The  Cygnet  left  England  on  the  24th  of  March, 
1836,  with  Messrs.  Kingston,  Finniss,  Symonds,  Neale, 
Cannan,  and  Hardy,  all  of  the  Surveying  Department.  She 
touched  at  Rio,  and  did  not  reach  Nepean  Bay  until  the  11th 
September. 
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I  shall  now  commence  by  extracts  from  my  log,  with  such 
observations  as  I  made  at  that  time  and  during  subsequent 
periods. 

Aug.  17th.— Observed  the  land  to  the  northward;  at  mid- 
night, sounded  in  40  fathoms,  white  sand. 

Aug.  18th— Made  the  land  to  the  eastward  of  Encounter 
Bay  ;  sandy  shore,  exactly  as  described  by  Flinders.  At  mid- 
night, sounded  in  35  fathoms. 

Aug.  19th.  A.  M.— Fine  weather,  tacking  to  windward  all 
the  first  part,  the  land  being  in  sight  from  day-light ;  p.m.  at 
four,  light  winds  ;  Cape  Willoughby  S.  by  W.  half  W.,  distant 
about  three  miles.  At  six,  bore  up  for  Antichamber  Bay  ;  at 
seven,  wind  dying  away  ;  half-past  seven,  calm,  and  the  vessel 
drifting  near  the  rocky  coast ;  let  go  the  anchor  in  32  fathoms, 
and  veered  to  60,  found  tlie  tide  running  about  three  knots  an 
hour ;  breeze  freshening  during  the  night,  at  twelve,  took  one 
reef  in  the  top-sails,  in  case  of  being  obliged  to  get  under 
way. 

Aug.  20th.,  A.  M. — Fresh  breezes  and  squally  at  half-past 
one  ;  tide  commenced  running  to  the  N.W.  about  two  and  a 
half  knots  an  hour ;  very  squally,  took  in  second  reef,  and  pre- 
pared for  slipping ;  at  four,  more  moderate  ;  at  eight,  moderate 
and  fine  ;  at  half-past  nine,  weighed  and  made  sail  for  Nepean 
Bay,  (wind  W.S.W.) ;  at  noon,  we  observed  a  smoke  on  the 
coast,  at  Kangaroo  Island  ;  at  four,  came  to  an  anchor  in  three 
fathoms,  in  the  eastern  part  of  Nepean  Bay. 

Aug.  24th. — Early  part,  hoisting  out  the  surveying  boat ; 
at  half-past  eight,  observed  a  boat  coming  from  the  westward ; 
at  ten,  a  whale-boat  came  along  side,  with  Mr.  S.  Stephens  and 
Capt.  Martin  of  the  John  Pirie ;  at  three  p.m.,  sent  the  gig  on 
shore  with  Mr.  Pullen  and  Mr.  Woodforde ;  some  spots  of 
good  ground  and  fresh  water  in  small  quantities  were  seen  by 
these  gentlemen,  but  there  was  nothing  worth  particular 
notice. 

Aug.  22nd. — At  half-past  six,  got  under  way  with  a  light 
breeze  from  the   westward ;   at  two   p.m.,   came   to   an  anchor 
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about  two  miles  from  the  point  chosen  by  Mr.  Stephens  for  the 
South  Australian  Company's  Stores.  I  went  on  shore  at  a 
little  sandy  bay,  where  Mr.  Beare  and  a  few  others  had  their 
tents  pitched.  The  ground  here  was  much  covered  by  small 
trees,  the  soil  moist,  and  many  shrubs  growing  with  great 
luxuriance,  perhaps  from  the  late  rains  ;  no  fresh  water  was 
to  be  found  here,  and  the  settlers  had  to  depend  for  their 
supply,  I  beUeve,  on  Mr.  Stephens,  who  had  to  send  across 
the  bay,  four  miles  for  it. 

Aug.  23rd. — Very  bad  weather,  nothing  done. 

Aug.  24th. — Went  on  shore  with  Mr.  Woodforde,  and 
walked  to  Mr.  Stephens's  settlement ;  almost  the  whole  distance 
thickly  covered  with  small  trees  and  scrub,  the  soil  was  moist, 
and  looked  in  some  parts  tolerably  good. 

Aug.  25th. — Eain  almost  the  whole  day  ;  employed  on  board. 

Aug.  26th. — The  same  weather. 

Aug.  27th. — Light  rain  most  part  of  the  day  ;  went  on  shore 
and  took  some  angles. 

28th.— Sunday. 

Aug.  29th. — Fresh  breezes  and  squally ;  went  in  the  hatch- 
boat  to  examine  the  northern  side  of  the  bay,  distant  about  four 
miles  from  Kingscote.  There  is  a  well  of  fresh  water  here,  dug 
in  the  sand,  close  to  high  water  mark,  which  supplies  the  settlers 
at  Kingscote.  The  country  here  is  low,  and  the  soil  appeared 
much  better  than  that  we  had  seen  before  ;  and  altogether,  it 
-struck  me,  that  a  settlement  might  be  formed  here  at  some  fu- 
ture period,  to  great  advantage. 

Aug.  30th. — Employed  in  ascertaining  the  extent  of  the 
shoal,  which  runs  from  the  northern  side  of  the  bay  to  the 
southward. 

Aug.  30th. — Went  to  examine  a  fresh  water  river,  about 
three  miles  to  the  southward  and  eastward ;  being  low  water, 
we  could  not  approach  for  a  long  time  sufficiently  near  to  find 
the  mouth  of  it,  and  a  whole  day  was  nearly  lost.  I  at  last, 
as  the  tide  served,  was  enabled  to  enter  it  in  my  gig  and  proceed 
a  short  way,  but  it  was  too  late  for  any  observation,  and  we 
returned  to  the  brig. 


Sept.  1  St.— Fresh  breezes  and  squally  ;  went  on  shore  to  take 
some  angles,  but  owing  to  the  weather  could  effect  nothing. 

Sept.  2nd— Too  hazy  for  any  observations. 

Sept.  3rd— Bad  weather  all  day,  and  nothing  done. 

Sept.  4th — Sunday. 

Sept.  5th— The  Thike  oj  York  being  on  the  point  of  sailing, 
employed  all  day  writing  my  reports  to  the  Commissioners. 

Sept.  6th — Making  arrangements  for  our  departure  from 
Nepean  Bay,  went  on  shore  to  engage  one  of  the  sealers. 

Sept.  7th— At  half-past  eight,  light  airs  and  fine,  got  under 
way  for  Gulf  St.  Vincent ;  at  half-past  three,  becalmed,  with 
no  prospect  of  a  breeze  ;  came  to  an  anchor  outside  the  shoal. 

Sept.  8th — Very  light  airs  ;  at  six  got  under  way,  and  stood 
for  the  N.W.  bluff ;  at  thirty  minutes  p.m.  came  to  an  anchor 
in  ten  fathoms,  a  beautiful  little  valley  in  view.  At  two,  I  went 
on  shore,  and  was  enchanted  with  the  appearance  of  the  whole. 
A  fine  stream  of  fresh  water  ran  through  the  middle  of  the 
valley  into  the  sea,  and  the  soil  was  rich  beyond  expectation  ; 
my  hopes  were  now  raised  to  a  pitch  I  cannot  describe.  I 
walked  up  one  of  the  hills,  and  was  delighted  to  find,  that  as  far 
as  I  could  see,  all  around,  there  was  an  appearance  of  fertility, 
and  a  total  absence  of  those  wastes  and  barren  spots,  which 
the  accounts  I  received  in  England  had  led  me  to  expect. 

Sept.  9th — Being  so  much  pleased  with  my  excursion  yester- 
day, I  determined  on  running  the  brig  more  in  shore,  and  re- 
maining here  some  days  ;  we  therefore  got  under  way,  and  ran 
into  seven  fathoms  water  ;  at  nine,  sent  four  tents  on  shore,  but 
it  took  us  nearly  till  dark  before  we  could  land  all  that  was 
requisite. 

Sept.  10th — Fresh  breezes  and  fine  weather,  very  cold  air. 
Employed  all  day  examining  the  valley. 

Sept.  11th.— Sunday. 

Sept.  12th — Heavy  rain  with  strong  gusts  of  wind  ;  could  do 
nothing  in  the  survey. 

Sept.  13th — Fresh  breezes  and  squally,  with  hard  rain ; 
being  anxious  to  get  on  with  my  work,  Mr.  Pullen  and  I  sallied 


forth,  but  the  weather  was  so  thick  and  boisterous  we  could 
do  very  little. 

Sept.  14th — Light  breezes  and  very  cold.  Employed  in 
taking  angles. 

Sept.  15th — Fine  weather,  employed  in  surveying.  My  ser- 
vant, Cooper,  who  had  volunteered  to  go  to  Encounter  Bay, 
returned  with  a  tribe  of  natives,  who  soon  became  intimate  with 
our  men.  Having  now  spent  as  much  time  as  I  could  well 
spare,  in  this  little  paradise,  I  made  preparations  for  returning 
on  board  ;  and  at  two  p.m.,  sent  the  surveying  instruments  on 
board,  and  at  four  embarked  myself,  leaving  Messrs.  Pullen, 
Claughton,  and  Jacob,  and  the  men  on  shore,  to  embark  the 
following  day  with  the  tents,  &c.  The  natives  were  engaged  to 
remain  and  take  care  of  our  garden. 

Sept.  16th. — We  did  not  get  all  on  board  before  two,  p.m., 
and  from  the  variable  winds  and  dark  cloudy  weather  coming 
on,  I  did  not  think  it  right  to  get  under  way. 

Sept.  17th — Calm  and  fine  ;  at  nine,  Messrs.  Pullen, 
Claughton,  Jacob,  and  Woodforde  (surgeon,)  landed  to  walk 
to  Yankalilla.  I  went  in  my  gig  to  examine  an  inlet,  about 
two  miles  to  the  northward,  where  I  appointed  a  meeting  with 
these  gentlemen,  desiring  Mr.  Field  to  get  under  way  and  pro- 
ceed to  Yankalilla  as  soon  as  he  could.  On  landing  at  this 
little  inlet,  which  I  shall  call  Finniss  Valley,  I  found  a  little 
cove  fit  to  moor  a  vessel  of  70  or  90  tuns,  in  any  weather,  but 
there  is  only  room  for  one  ;  and  there  is  a  beautiful  stream  of 
fresh  water  running  into  the  sea,  where  a  boat  may  approach 
to  within  fifty  yards  of  a  good  spot  for  filling  water  casks.  On 
joining  my  shipmates  on  the  rising  ground  above,  we  beheld  a 
valley  three  times  as  extensive  as  the  last,  and  equally  rich  in 
soil ;  there  is  abundance  of  wood  all  the  way,  yet  not  so  thick 
but  that  agriculture  might  be  pursued  without  the  trouble  of 
clearing.  From  this  we  walked  to  Yankalilla,  over  undulating 
ground  of  good  quality,  and  wooded  in  the  same  manner  as 
before  mentioned  ;  passing  several  little  runs  of  water  which 
are  dry  in  summer,  sometimes  edging  our  way  down  to  the 


sea— at  others,  bending  inland,  mounting  and  descending  a» 
the  ground  presented  itself  :  but  having  just  landed,  we  were  all 
quite  satisfied  when  the  walk  was  over.  At  two  p.  m.,  I  went 
on  board  and  sent  the  tents  on  shore. 

Sept.  18th— Sunday,  calm  and  cloudy,  employed  all  the  early 
part  in  sending  necessary  things  on  shore  ;  at  half-past  ten,, 
went  myself;  being  Sunday,  we  worked  only  as  absolutely 
necessary  ;  rain  all  night. 

Sept.  19th— Employed  surveying  on  the  plain. 

Sept.  20th— Out  surveying,  and  walked  up  the  valley,  run- 
ning in  a  south-easternly  direction,  between  very  high  hills.  I 
was  enchanted  with  this  spot,  it  put  me  in  mind  of  some  of  the 
orchards  in  Devonshire,  and  I  found  it  plentifully  supplied 
with  fresh  water.  From  this  valley  we  ascended  the  hills^ 
crossed  over  to  the  sea-coast,  and  returned  to  our  tents  ;  the 
whole  distance  fine  soil. 

Sept.  Ist. — Very  warm ;  out  surveying.  The  flies  this  day 
for  the  first  time  appeared  in  swarms  and  were  dreadfully 
annoying. 

Sept.  22. — Rainy  and  foggy  weather ;  having  seen  as  much 
as  I  wished  of  this  beautiful  plain,  at  eleven  a.m.  I  returned  to 
the  brig  ;  the  rest  of  the  day  employed  in  getting  things  on 
board. 

Sept.  23. — At  eight  a.  m.,  got  under  way,  and  worked  to  the 
northward,  the  whole  country,  as  we  tacked  along,  presenting  a 
most  beautiful  appearance  ;  at  two  p.m.  came  to  an  anchor  in 
quarter  less  five  fathoms,  and  at  half-past  two,  went  on 
shore.  Felt  some  disappointment  at  the  appearance  of  the 
land,  as  it  looked  so  luxuriant  from  the  ship  ;  we  could  find 
no  fresh  water ;  a  lake  of  some  extent  on  the  high  ground 
above  the  beach  proved,  on  reaching  it,  to  be  salt.  Although  the 
ground  we  went  over  was  not  so  good  as  the  rest  we  had  seen,  yet 
the  country  a  few  miles  inland  appeared  the  same  as  that  we  had 
left.  It  getting  late,  and  the  surf  increasing,  we  made  haste  to 
the  boat,  and  got  ofE  just  in  time,  for  another  half  hour  would 
have  kept  us  on  shore  all  night.     On  our  return  on  board  we 
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experienced  suddenly  a  very  hot  suffocating  wind  from  the 
N.N.E.,  and  vivid  lightning  to  the  westward ;  at  eight  the 
wind  shifted  suddenly  to  N.W.  ;  at  nine  fresh  breezes  and  hazy, 
the  wind  veering  to  S.W.,  with  vivid  lightning  in  the  W.S.W. 
Weather  changeable  all  night,  with  occasional  rain,  and  a  heavy 
swell  from  the  westward. 

Sept.  24th. — At  eight  a.m.  light  breezes  with  rain  ;  at  half -past 
eight  got  under  way,  found  our  anchor  broke  nearly  asunder  in 
the  shank,  and  we  had  neared  the  shore  very  much,  before  the 
ship  got  way  on  her ;  at  ten  o'clock  fresh  breezes  and  hazy  ; 
at  noon  the  weather  clearer ;  at  half-past  four  p.m.  came  to  an 
anchor  in  quarter  less  five  fathoms,  opposite  a  very  extensive 
flat.  Some  sand  banks  appeared  to  run  out  a  great  distance  from 
the  shore,  and  to  the  northward  and  eastward  mangroves  grow- 
ing to  the  water's  edge.  Mount  Lofty  bore  S.E.  half  E.,  and 
our  latitude  34.45.  south. 

Sunday,  Sept.  25. — Light  breezes  and  rainy.  At  nine 
I  left  the  ship  to  examine  what  appeared  to  us  a  considerable 
inlet ;  the  water  shoaled  very  gradually,  and  about  half  a  mile 
from  our  supposed  inlet  it  became  very  shallow,  and  soon  after 
the  boat  grounded.  Seeing  this  could  not  be  Jones's  harbour, 
which  I  was  intensely  anxious  about,  I  resolved  on  returning  to 
the  brig,  and  running  higher  up  the  Gulf,  but  on  getting  on 
board,  Mr.  Hill,  second  mate,  told  me  he  had  seen  from 
the  mast-head  a  river  to  the  southward  of  considerable  breadth. 
I  therefore,  again  left  the  ship  (which  was  got  under  way  in  the 
mean  time,  and  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  river)  to  explore, 
but  after  sailing  some  distance  in  the  hatch  boat,  and  walking 
about  three  miles  on  the  beach  without  success,  we  a  second 
time  returned  to  the  ship.  About  four  p.  m.  the  mouth  of 
the  river  was  distinctly  seen  from  the  brig,  I  had  missed 
it  and  gone  to  the  southward  of  it,  not  seeing  it  from  the 
boat.  Mr.  Field  had,  during  my  absence,  gone  in  the  jolly  boat, 
and  sounded  and  reported  a  river  of  considerable  extent ;  I 
therefore  remained  in  our  present  anchorage  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  whole  of  the  next  day  to  examine  it. 
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Sept.  26.— Light  airs  and  cloudy.  At  nine  we  entered  the 
mouth  of  the  river ;  the  first  reach  runs  nearly  N.E.  and  S.W. 
for  about  two  miles, — it  is  formed  by  a  shoal  from  the  shore  on  the 
eastern  side,  and  an  extensive  sand  bank  on  the  west,  which  is 
dry  at  low  water.  The  next  reach  runs  easterly  for  about  a 
mile  after  which  it  runs  in  a  southerly  direction  for  some  dis- 
tance. After  passing  the  mouth  of  the  channel,  which  is 
rather  narrow  with  two  fathoms  on  it  at  low  water,  we  came 
into  a  good  wide  river  with  three  or  four  fathoms  water,  except- 
ing in  the  easterly  reach  where  it  again  shoaled  to  two  and 
half  fathoms.  This  will  make  an  excellent  harbour  at  some 
future  period  ;  it  is  sheltered  from  every  wind.  After  going 
some  distance  and  finding  it  did  not  accord  with  Captain 
Jones's  description  of  the  harbour  he  discovered,  I  determined 
on  running  higher  up  the  Gulf  and  examining  this  place  at 
a  future  period.     I  returned  to  the  brig  about  five  p.m. 

Sept.  27th. — All  the  early  part  calm  ;  at  half-past  eleven, 
having  a  light  breeze  from  the  westward,  got  under  way.  We 
had  shallow  water  after  proceeding  about  three  miles  up  the  Gulf, 
as  little  as  three  and  a  half  fathoms  four  miles  from  the  shore  ;  at 
three  p.m.  we  came  to  anchor  in  three  fathoms,  about  four  miles 
from  the  shore,  lat.  34  31  S.  From  this  position  we  could  dis- 
tinctly see  the  head  of  the  Gulf  as  laid  down  by  Flinders,  and 
the  opposite  shore — nothing  could  look  much  worse,  mangroves 
and  very  low  swampy  looking  ground  seemed  to  surround  this 
bight.  I  now  despaired  of  ever  finding  the  beautiful  harbour 
described  by  Capt.  Jones,  but  the  jolly  boat  with  Mr.  Field 
was  sent  in  shore  to  see  if  any  thing  like  an  inlet  could  be 
found,  although  the  very  fact  of  our  having  only  three  fathoms 
water  at  such  a  distance  from  the  land,  and  the  water  having 
decreased  in  depth  so  gradually  as  we  came  up  the  Gulf,  was 
quite  enough  for  my  own  mind  ;  but  to  be  more  certain  the 
jolly  boat  was  despatched,  and  Mr.  Field  returned,  after  run- 
ning some  distance  along  shore,  with  a  conviction  that  no 
harbour  could  exist  there  ;  having  only  one  fathom  of  water 
at  so  great  a  distance  from  the  shore,  which  was  very  low  and 


covered  with  mangroves.  I  therefore  determined  on  returning 
to  the  last  anchorage  in  the  morning,  and  sending  Mr.  PuUen 
in  the  hatch  boat  to  run  down  as  close  to  the  shore  as  he 
could,  that  he  might  see  if  any  inlet  had  escaped  our  observation 
while  coming  up. 

Sept.  28th — Light  airs  and  fine,  with  cold  air  ;  at  half -past 
six,  a.  m.,  sent  Messrs.  Pullen  and  Claughton  in  the  hatchboat. 
They  having  shaped  their  course  along  shore,  we  got  under  way 
to  run  under  easy  sail  as  nearly  abreast  of  the  boat  as  we  could. 
We  had,  after  a  little  time,  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  her  enter  an 
inlet,  and  soon  after  disappear  ;  I  was  now  full  of  hope  that  Jones' 
harbour  was  at  last  found,  and  at  one,  p.  m.,  came  to  an  anchor 
in  our  former  berth,  to  await  the  arrival  of  Messrs.  Pullen  and 
Claughton.  At  half -past  two,  Mr.  Field  went  in  the  jolly-bo^t 
to  look  at  the  same  river  I  had  been  in  on  the  26th,  and  there 
he  met  Mr.  Pullen  in  the  gig,  who  had  left  the  hatchboat  at 
anchor  at  the  northern  entrance  ;  each  party  after  communicating, 
returned,  Mr.  Field  to  the  brig,  and  Mr.  Pullen  to  the  hatch- 
boat.  I  now  remained  in  great  anxiety,  between  hope  and  fear  ; 
a  report  brought  back  by  Mr.  Field,  that  Mr.  Pullen  had 
seen  no  fresh  water,  damped  me  much,  and  I  could  only  remain 
till  his  return  before  determining  what  course  to  pursue. 

Sept.  29th — Light  airs  and  fine  ;  employed  all  the  forenoon 
in  constructing  my  chart  of  the  coast.  At  one  p.  m.,  Mr. 
Pullen  returned,  reporting  his  entrance  into  the  northern  chan- 
nel, &c.  ;  no  fresh  water  was  seen,  and  the  channel,  though  broad 
and  deep  at  first,  was  reduced  to  one  fathom  water  a  short  dis- 
tance from  the  mouth.  He  further  stated  that  there  were  two 
separate  channels,  thus  forming  two  islands.  This  was  so  different 
to  the  account  given  by  Jones,  that  I  felt  a  great  disappointment ; 
however,  I  remained  on  board  the  rest  of  the  day,  employed  on  my 
chart,  and  giving  instructions  for  the  further  examination  on 
the  morrow. 

Sept.  30th — Moderate  breezes ;  at  seven  a.  m.,  left  the  ship 
in  the  surveying  boat,  and  got  into  the  harbour  by  a  small 
channel  about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  the  southern  entrance, 
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and  after  passing  a  short  reach  with  about  two  fathoms  on  it,  we 
sailed,  with  a  fine  breeze  from  the  N.W.,  up  another  of  full  three 
miles  in  extent  to  the  southward,  carrying  three  or  four  fathoms  all 
the  way.  We  went  on  shore  for  a  short  time  on  the  island,  to  see  if 
any  fresh  water  could  be  found,  but  saw  nothing  like  it ;  there 
were  several  small  ponds  there,  dry,  with  salt  deposits  on  the 
surface.  At  the  end  of  this  reach,  a  large  inlet  appeared,  still 
keeping  a  southerly  direction ;  but  as  I  was  anxious  to 
examine  to  the  eastward,  we  ran  about  one  mile  in  that  direction, 
when  another  creek  appeared  in  a  line  with  Mount  Lofty  ;  into 
this  I  bent  my  course,  with  the  strong  hope  of  finding  it  prove 
the  mouth  of  some  fresh  water  stream  from  the  mountains.  My 
joy  was  great  on  finding  two  fathoms  in  this  creek,  then 
nearly  low  water,  but  having  gone  about  a  mile,  the  boat 
suddenly  grounded,  and  here  we  lay  about  two  hours — ^but  a  part 
of  the  time  was  agreeably  spent  in  eating  our  dinner.  I  observ- 
ed that  at  dead  low  water,  the  weeds  at  the  bottom  still  laid  their 
heads  outwards,  which  strengthened  my  opinion  of  its  connec- 
tion with  some  running  stream  from  the  land ;  at  half -past  two, 
the  flood  beginning  to  make,  I  got  into  the  gig  with  a  couple  of 
hands,  and  proceeded  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  farther.  The 
gig  again  grounded,  but  as  the  tide  flowed,  we  crawled  on,  and  an 
inlet  presented  itself  to  the  eastward,  the  one  wewere  interminat- 
ing  in  swampy  ground.  We  entered  this  inlet,  but  with  every 
exertion  could  get  but  a  short  distance  up,  and  we  could  not  see 
three  boats'  lengths  for  the  mangroves  ;  I  landed  for  the  purpose 
of  tracing  on  shore  the  source  or  direction  of  this  creek,  but  the 
swamp  and  mangroves  checked  me  entirely,  therefore  I  returned 
to  the  hatchboat,  which  being  now  afloat,  we  got  under  way ; 
and  having  now  fully  persuaded  myself  that  no  part  of  this 
harbour  could  be  that  described  by  Captain  Jones,  I  resolved 
on  returning  to  the  brig,  to  run  down  the  coast  again,  and  see  if 
by  any  chance  we  could  have  missed  so  desirable  a  shelter ;  but 
my  mind  was  so  impressed  with  the  capabilities  of  this  place, 
that  it  was  my  determination,  should  we  be  fortunate  enough  to 
discover  the  other,  to  return  again  to  this  as  soon  as  I  had  made 
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the  first  necessary  survey.  At  seven,  p.  m.,  we  came  to  an 
anchor  in  the  long  reach,  and  sent  the  gig  to  break  branches  off 
the  mangroves  for  a  fire  on  board  the  boat ;  we  then  had  tea  and 
a  glass  of  grog,  and  slumbered  quietly  during  the  night,  in  spite 
of  the  frequent  gusts  of  wind  and  rain. 

Oct.  1st. — ^At  six,  a.  m.,  made  sail  for  the  brig ;  at  half-past 
eight  got  on  board,  and  at  nine  under  way  once  more  in  search 
of  Jones's  Harbour.  Kunning  down  the  coast,  I  was  enchanted 
with  the  extent  of  the  plain  to  the  northward  of  the  Mount 
Lofty  range  ;  and  as  we  had  very  little  wind,  our  progress  was 
slow,  and  consequently  more  time  for  observation  ;  all  the  glasses 
in  the  ship  were  in  requisition.  At  length  seeing  something  like 
the  mouth  of  a  small  river,  and  a  country  with  trees  so  dispersed 
as  to  allow  the  sight  of  most  luxuriant  green  underneath,  I  im- 
mediately stood  in  for  it,  and  at  fifteen  minutes  past  four,  p.m., 
came  to  an  anchor  in  three  and  a  half  fathoms  in  mud  and  weeds, 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river.  We 
had  hardly  furled  sails,  before  it  came  on  to  blow  a  fresh  breeze 
from  W.  N  .W.,  and  a  high  swell  succeeded  immediately.  We 
veered  away  to  forty  fathoms,  and  got  the  sheet-anchor  ready  at 
half-past  seven  ;  blowing  very  fresh  with  hard  rain  at  eight,  let 
go  the  sheet  anchor,  and  veered  away  the  small  bower  to  sixty 
fathoms,  and  twenty  on  the  sheet ;  blowing  hard  all  night,  with 
a  heavy  swell,  but  the  brig  held  on  well. 

Oct.  2nd. — Strong  gales  and  a  heavy  sea ;  down  top-gal- 
lant yards,  and  struck  top-gallant  masts,  blowing  hard  all  day. 
At  eight  p.  m.  more  moderate  ;  midnight,  moderate. 

Oct.  3rd. — Light  breezes  and  fine ;  at  seven,  weighed  the 
sheet-anchor,  at  nine  went  on  shore  to  examine  the  plains. 
And  as  two  of  my  officers  had  said  that  they  saw  from  the 
main-top  something  like  a  large  riyer,  only  two  miles  from  us 
to  the  southward,  I  resolved  to  walk  there,  and  desired  Mr. 
Field  to  get  under  way  and  anchor  the  brig  at  the  mouth — as 
should  this  prove  to  be  the  long-sought-for  harbour  of  Jones's, 
I  could  run  the  brig  in  and  carry  on  the  survey  there.  And  at 
this  place  from  the  same  point,  our  party  consisted  of  Messrs. 
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Pullen,  Cloughton,  Woodford,  a  gardener  named  Laws,  with 
a  spade,  and  the  gig's  crew  ;  the  latter  were  desired  to  pull  along 
shore,  and  stop  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Messrs.  Cloughton, 
Woodford,  and  Laws,  kept  some  way  inland  to  examine  the 
soil  as  they  went  along,  while  Pullen  and  myself  kept  along 
the  beach.  Thus  prepared  not  to  miss  the  river,  we  proceeded, 
but  about  two  miles  off,  we  found  nothing  but  a  rather  wide 
indenture  of  the  coast,  and  were  also  surprised  at  the  brigs 
not  anchoring,  we  therefore  walked  on  about  5  miles  further, 
and  finding  nothing  like  a  river,  returned  to  where  we  landed. 
Mr.  Field  seeing  distincly  our  movements  on  shore,  came  back 
to  the  former  anchorage — and  at  four  p.  m.  we  all  returned  on 
board.  I  was  much  gratified  at  the  report  Laws  gave  me  of 
the  soil,  he  being  a  good  judge.  It  was,  he  said,  excellent, 
and  the  further  inland  he  was  certain  it  would  be  still 
more  so. 

Oct.  4th. — Fresh  breezes  and  fine  ;  went  on  shore  at  nine 
a.  m.  to  examine  the  plain.  I  cannot  express  my  delight  at 
seeing  no  bounds  to  a  flat  of  fine  rich-looking  country  with  an 
abundance  of  fresh-water  lagoons,  which,  if  dry  in  summer, 
convinced  me  that  one  need  not  dig  a  deep  well  to  give  a  suffi- 
cient supply.  The  little  river  too,  was  deep  ;  and  it  struck  me 
that  much  might  hereafter  be  made  of  this  little  stream.  After 
walking  some  distance  through  long  grass  and  frequently 
through  water,  we  returned  to  the  beach  at  two  a.  m.,  on  my 
part  rather  fatigued,  and  getting  into  the  gig  crossed  the  bar 
and  pulled  on  board. 

Oct.  5th. — Light  breezes  and  fine.  Having  much  to  do  in 
observing  several  bearings  from  the  ship,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  my  hasty  chart  of  this  side  of  the  gulf,  I  re- 
mained at  anchor,  and  sent  Messrs.  Cloughton  and  Jacob  to 
trace  the  river  up  if  they  could,  until  they  found  fresh  water 
in  it.  At  one  a.  m.  these  gentlemen  returned,  and  said,  the 
river  about  four  miles  from  the  mouth  was  fresh,  it  was  then 
a  very  narrow  stream  bending  to  the  N.  E.,  and  appeared  to 
have  its  source  in  the  plains — a  circumstance  that  led  me  to 
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suppose  that  more  of  these  lagoons  existed  in  that  direction  ; 
and  as  every  appearance  indicated  that  these  lagoons  would  be 
dry  in  summer,  I  felt  convinced  that  the  torrents  from  the 
mountains  must  be  the  fountain  from  whence  they  were  now 
filled.  My  previous  observations  at  sea,  which  I  remarked 
often  to  Mr.  Field  before  I  saw  this  country,  were,  that  all  the 
vapours  from  the  prevalent  south-westerly  winds  would  rest  on 
the  mountains  here,  and  that  we  should,  if  we  could  locate  this 
side  the  gulf,  be  never  in  dread  of  those  droughts  so  often 
experienced  on  the  eastern  cost  of  Australia.  And  I  was  now 
fully  persuaded  by  the  evidence  here  shewn,  as  well  as  the 
repeated  collection  of  clouds,  and  rain  falling  on  the  hills  even 
at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Oct.  6th. — Light  airs  and  cloudy.  At  six,  got  under  way 
to  run  down  the  coast,  as  the  native  woman  on  board  said 
there  was  still  a  large  river  more  to  the  southward,  which  we 
had  passed  in  coming  up.  At  seven  becalmed ;  at  eight, 
light  breezes  from  the  westward,  with  dark  rainy  weather  ;  at 
half-past  eight,  fresh  breezes  with  rain.  Hove  to  and  sent  Mr. 
PuUen  in  the  gig  to  examine  a  small  sandy  bay.  At  ten,  Mr. 
Pullen  returned,  stating  there  was  a  small  stream  running  into 
the  sea  at  the  southern  end  with  a  bir  of  little  water  on  it 
The  weather  now  looking  very  bad,  and  not  being  far  from  our 
old  anchorage,  which  we  knew  to  hold  well,  we  bore  up  for  it, 
and  anchored  nearly  in  our  former  berth  in  quarter  less  four  ; 
fresh  breezes  and  rainy.  At  two  p.m.  a  gale  came  on,  and  by 
midnight  blew  hard  with  a  heavy  swell  from  the  S.  W.  ;  let 
go  the  sheet-anchor,  and  veered  away  to  fifteen  fathoms,  and 
sixty  on  the  other. 

Oct.  7th. — Strong  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  eleven,  the  gale 
increasing,  veered  away  fifteen  fathoms  more  on  each  cable, 
and  she  held  on  well  during  the  rest  of  the  gale,  which 
was  most  violent  about  noon.  Toward  evening,  the  gale 
moderated,  but  it  was  very  squally  throughout  the  night. 

Oct.  8th.— Very  unsettled  weather  throughout  the  day ; 
employed  setting  up  top-mast  rigging  and  other  jobs. 
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Oct.  9th. — Still  very  unsettled  weather ;  at  noon  calm,  which 
lasted  till  eight  p.  m.     Employed  on  board  in  writing,  &c. 

Oct.  10th. — Moderate  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  6.  30. 
heaving  up,  the  sheet  cable  was  so  foul  of  the  larboard  anchor 
as  to  cause  much  delay,  and  we  were  not  fairly  under  way  before 
10,  when  we  proceeded  down  the  coast  in  search  of  the  river  the 
native  woman  had  mentioned.  At  1.  30.  p.  m.  hove-to  abreast 
of  the  river,  and  sent  Mr.  PuUen  in  the  gig  to  examine  the 
entrance.  At  2.  10.  he  returned,  and  reported  his  seeing  a 
large  river  for  some  distance,  but  the  bar  of  sand  having  such 
a  surf  over  it  that  he  was  nearly  upset.  Again  disappointed 
in  my  hopes  of  finding  Jones's  Harbour,  I  now  felt  fully  con- 
vinced that  no  such  thing  could  exist  on  this  coast,  at  least  as 
described  by  him.  Capt.  Jones's  account  says — "  There  are 
several  other  streams  of  fine  water  all  along  the  eastern  side  of 
the  Gulf  St.  Vincent.  Sturt  river  is  always  open  to  the  sea, 
but  the  others  are  closed  by  a  bar  of  sand  during  the  summer, 
through  which  the  water  filters.  The  inlet,  (mis-called  by 
Sturt,  Sixteen-mile  Creek)  is  a  stream  of  fresh  water,  and  is 
much  deeper  and  wider  than  the  rest.  About  fifteen  or 
twenty  miles  north  of  this  river,  he  discovered  a  fine  harbour, 
sheltered  by  an  island  at  its  entrance  ;  the  southern  passage 
through  which  he  entered  is  about  one  mile  wide,  with  three 
and  a  half  to  four  fathoms  water ;  he  anchored  here  in  three 
and  a  half  fathoms,  and  remained  a  day  and  a  night.  He  did 
not  land  on  the  main,  but  was  on  shore  on  the  island,  which  is 
about  three  miles  in  circumference  ;  it  is  sandy,  but  there  is 
abundance  of  fresh  water  on  it,  as  well  as  some  streams  run- 
ning into  the  harbour  from  the  main  land."  At  3  p.  m.  the 
wind  setting  in  from  the  S.  W.  and  the  weather  looking  bad, 
we  bore  up,  and  at  6  came  to  an  anchor  about  2  miles  to  the 
southward  of  our  last  anchorage.  An  extraordinary  appear- 
ance took  place  in  the  sky  in  the  N.  E.,  about  5;  30.  p.  m., 
a  column  of  beautiful  crimson  was  seen  right  up  and  down 
with  well  defined  edges,  in  length  about  3  degrees,  and  20  or  30 
minutes  wide,  the  lower  extremity  about  5  degrees  from  the 
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horizon ;  it  had  a  beautiful  and  extraordinary  effect,  and  lasted 
for  about  10  minutes,  when  it  suddenly  disappeared, 

Oct.  11th. — Moderate  and  cloudy.  At  5.  45.  got  under 
way,  light  variable  winds  from  the  S.  W.  At  noon  we  obser- 
ved a  boat  coming  towards  us  ;  at  2  p.  m.  hove  to  for  the  boat, 
which  brought  Mr.  Morphett  and  Mr.  Stephens.  From  these 
gentlemen  we  learned  the  arrival  of  the  Cygnet  at  Nepean 
Bay,  and  that  great  part  of  the  stores  were  already  landed, 
and  that  the  party  had  begun  to  hut  themselves.  I  now  re- 
solved upon  going  into  Rapid  Bay,  and  after  landing  some 
stores  there,  to  send  the  brig  to  Kangaroo  Island,  to  fetch  over 
the  Assistant  Surveyors,  that  they  might  be  employed  in  the 
survey  on  this  side  the  Gulf,  during  my  examination  of  Port 
Lincoln,  &c.  Messrs.  Morphett  and  Stephens  left  us,  and  we 
made  sail  for  Rapid  Bay,  and  at  6.  40.  came  to  an  anchor. 

Oct,  12th. — Light  airs  from  the  eastward,  and  very  fine 
weather  ;  we  all  felt  in  high  spirits,  the  air  had  a  freshness 
quite  exhilerating,  and  the  idea  of  winter  and  gales  being  now 
over,  we  might  set  to  work  without  any  hinderances  except 
what  usually  and  unavoidably  attend  the  commencement  of 
such  an  undertaking.  At  eight,  we  began  sending  things  on 
shore  ;  at  ten,  the  wind  shifted  to  the  N.N.W.  and  W.N.W.  ; 
at  noon,  a  sudden  change  of  wind  to  the  N.  N.  E.,  with  very 
sultry  and  oppressive  air ;  in  a  few  minutes,  thunder  clouds 
appeared  very  near,  from  the  westward  ;  without  any  previous 
indications  a  sudden  breeze  from  the  westward  sprung  up, 
and  a  high  sea  immediately  coming  home.  At  1.  30.  p.  m., 
several  severe  flashes  of  lightning  with  thunder  close  to  us,  and 
the  rain  fell  heavy  ;  about  two,  this  squall  passed  over,  but 
we  found  ourselves  now  in  for  another  gale  in  not  so  easy  a 
birth  as  the  last,  for  about  a  mile  astern  were  the  high  and 
precipitous  rocks  at  the  eastern  side  of  this  little  bay.  At 
three,  let  go  the  sheet  anchor,  veered  away  on  both  cables 
until  nearly  the  whole  of  the  small  bower  was  given ;  we  had 
hard  gales  and  a  high  sea  throughout  the  night. 

Oct.  13th — Strong  gales  and  a  high  sea.      All  the  forenoon 
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the  ship  pitched  very  much,  but  she  held  on  well ;  at  one  p.  m. 
it  began  to  moderate,  and  by  four  we  had  fine  weather.  I 
went  on  shore,  and  we  landed  a  few  more  things  the  same 
evening. 

Oct.  14th. — Moderate  breezes  and  cloudy.  Employed  all 
day  getting  things  on  shore  and  erecting  a  store  tent. 

Oct.  15th. — The  few  remaining  things  left  yesterday  were 
landed  early  this  morning.  In  the  forenoon,  I  was  employed 
in  arranging  the  disposition  of  tents,  &c.  and  the  afternoon 
writing  to  the  Commissioners,  with  a  mind  worn  down  with 
anxiety  in  consequence  of  such  repeated  bad  weather  checking 
our  work,  and  the  dread  of  having  a  host  of  emigrants  out  be- 
fore I  knew  where  to  land  them. 

Oct.  16th. — Fresh  breezes  and  cloudy.  At  seven,  the  brig 
got  under  way,  and  reached  over  to  the  north-west ;  at  eleven, 
the  brig  out  of  sight.  All  hands  employed  cutting  wood,  hut 
building,  and  various  other  jobs. 

Oct.  17th. — Light  breezes  and  fine,  with  cold  air.  At  six, 
thermometer  52,  noon  95,  at  two  p.  m.  105,  at  four  85,  at  six 
62,  at  nine  52. 

Oct.  18th. — Very  sultry  and  unpleasant  weather,  at  night 
pleasant  weather. 

Oct.  19th. — Light  breezes  and  fine  weather  ;  employed  in 
writing  and  drawing  for  the  Commissioners. 

Oct.  20th. — Went  with  Messrs.  Pullen  and  Woodford  over 
the  hills,  to  the  next  valley,  and  spent  the  day  in  looking  over 
the  country  and  taking  a  few  angles. 

Oct.  2l8t. — Employed  these  two  days  in  my  surveys  of  the 
coast,  drawings,  and  reports.  All  this  day  changeable  ;  at  night 
hard  rain. 

Oct.  22nd. — Hard  rain  almost  the  whole  of  the  day.  At 
work  on  my  chart. 

Oct.  23rd.— Sunday.  The  Ra'pid  arrived  with  Mr.  King- 
ston from  Nepean  Bay ;  employed  this  afternoon  getting  things 
on  shore.     Rain  great  part  of  the  day,  with  strong  breezes. 

Oct.  24th.— Employed  all  day  landing  stores. 
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Oct.  25th. — Employed  all  day  landing  stores. 

Oct.  26tli — The  Rapid  sailed  for  Nepean  Bay.  Party  on 
shore  employed  in  moving  stores  from  the  beach. 

Oct.  27th. — People  employed  in  cutting  wood  for  a  store 
house,  and  in  various  jobs. 

Oct  28th. — Light  breezes  and  rainy.  Employed  building 
a  store-house.     The  air  very  cold  all  day  and  night. 

Oct.  29th. — Very  sudden  changes,  hot  and  cold  alternately, 
with  showers.  At  five  p.  m.  Capt.  Lipson  and  Mr.  Pullen 
arrived  in  the  hatch-boat,  from  Nepean  Bay.  I  wrote  to  Capt. 
Rolls  of  the  Cygnet,  to  receive  on  board  Capt.  Lipson  and  his 
family,  and  proceed  to  Port  Lincoln. 

Oct.  30th. — Very  cold.  Capt.  Lipson  and  Mr.  Pullen  left 
at  six  p.  m.  to  return  to  Nepean  Bay  ;  very  cold  all  night,  ex- 
ceeding cold  air. 

Oct.  31st. — Employed  all  day  in  my  hut  constructing  my 
chart,  and  the  men  all  day  in  building  a  store-house.  Very 
variable  climate  ;  at  six  exceedingly  cold,  at  eight  still  colder, 
and  cold  all  night. 

Nov.  1st. — Calm  and  fine.  The  men  employed  construct- 
ing a  store-hut — myself  with  chart. 

Nov.  2nd. — Employed  all  day  in  landing  some  stores  from 
"the  Rapid,  having  determined  on  dividing  the  surveying 
party  into  tw^o,  one  under  Mr.  Kingston  and  the  other  under 
Mr.  Finniss,  to  make  as  many  observations  on  this  side  the  Gulf 
as  possible  during  my  absence  at  Port  Lincoln  or  elsewhere,  as  I 
was  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  the  soil  and  extent  of  the  country. 
Mr.  Kingston  with  the  largest  party,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  with  the 
greatest  part  of  the  stores,  were  directed  to  embark  on  board  the 
Rapid  for  Holdfast  Bay,  and  Mr.  Finniss  to  remain  with  his 
party  at  Rapid  Valley  ;  Mr.  Jacob  taking  charge  of  the  stores 
for  this  party. 

Nov.  4th. — The  Rapid  sailed  for  Holdfast  Bay ;  I  was 
obliged  to  remain  at  Rapid  Valley,  on  account  of  the  crowded 
state  of  my  cabin,  and  intended  going  up  in  the  hatch-boat, 
which  was  hourly  expected  from  Nepean  Bay. 
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Nov.  5th.— Employed  in  writing,  drawing,  &c.,  and  the  men 
in  building  huts. 

Nov,  6th. — At  four,  p.  m.,  the  Africaine,  Capt.  Duff,  arrived 
with  ]^Ir.  Gouger  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Mr.  Brown  the  Emi- 
gration Agent,  and  many  other  passengers.  I  went  on  board 
and  found  that  the  ship  had  touched  at  Nepean  Bay,  where 
hearing  that  I  had  ordered  all  the  surveying  party  and  stores  to 
this  part  of  the  Gulf,  they  followed,  imagining  some  very  urgent 
reasons  had  induced  me  to  take  such  a  step,  contrary  to  the 
instructions  given  in  England,  which  were  for  the  stores  to 
remain  at  Nepean  Bay.  My  reasons  were  sent  home  to 
the  Commissioners  very  soon  after.  Mr.  Gouger  was  of 
course  very  anxious  to  know  where  we  should  settle — a  ques- 
tion I  was  by  no  means  prepared  to  answer  ;  and  the  only  thing 
I  could  do,  was  to  recommend  his  proceeding  to  Holdfast  Bay 
for  the  present.  This  was  not  at  all  satisfactory,  every  one  in 
such  circumstances  being  anxious  not  to  move  again  after 
landing  all  his  embarked  property ;  I  could  only  recommend 
this  place  as  one  from  which  they  were  the  least  likely  to 
re-embark — but  stating  strongly  at  the  same  time,  that  I  could 
not  guarantee  permanent  settlement  there.  To  make  the  best 
of  a  doubtful  case,  both  Mr.  Gouger  and  Mr.  Brown  agreed  to 
take  their  chance ;  and  Captain  Duff  having  very  kindly 
offered  me  a  passage,  I  embarked  at  ten  a.m.,  on  the  7th.  After 
beating  against  northernly  winds,  we  came-to  at  six  p.m.  the 
following  day,  (Nov.  8th)  at  Holdfast  Bay,  where  we  saw  the 
Rapid  at  anchor.  Mr.  Field  and  Mr.  Morphett  came  down  to 
meet  us  before  we  anchored  ;  the  accounts  given  by  these  gen- 
tlemen, did  not  cheer  the  spirits  of  our  new  comers  although 
they  were  anything  but  unfavorable.  I  had  to  undergo  a 
little  torment,  which  I  kept  to  myself,  being  still  pursuaded,  that 
the  connexion  of  these  plains  with  the  creek,  their  immense 
extent  to  the  N.  E.,  consequently  towards  the  Murray,  and  the 
certain  conviction  in  my  own  mind  of  the  existence  of  plenty 
of  rich  soil,  would,  after  a  month  or  two  of  dissatisfaction,  fully 
quiet  any  apprehensions  now  entertained  by  these  gentlemen. 
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And  these  surmises  were  more  strongly  impressed  by  the  trip 
Messrs.  Field,  Kingston,  and  Morphett  had  made  a  few- 
miles  inland ;  during  which,  they  had  come  to  a  fresh  water 
river,  much  larger  than  any  we  had  yet  seen. 

Nov.  9. — Messrs.  Gouger  and  Brown,  with  Captain  Duff 
and  myself,  guided  by  Mr.  Field,  landed  about  tw^o  miles  to 
the  northward  of  the  Creek  at  Holdfast  Bay,  to  ascertain,  if 
possible,  the  mouth  of  the  river  discovered  by  Messrs.  King- 
ston, Field,  and  Morphett ;  and  here  I  give  a  short  extract  of 
my  letter  written  as  soon  as  I  got  on  board  to  the  Commis- 
sioners : — "  We  have  this  morning  been  looking  for  the 
mouth  of  the  river  and  find  it  exhausts  itself  in  the  lagoons, 
these  must  either  ooze  through  the  sand  into  the  sea,  or  be 
connected  with  the  creek.  I  strongly  suspect  the  latter,  as  the 
distance  to  the  creek  is  small  at  this  part,  and  the  water  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  creek,  where  I  grounded,  was  far  from  being 
salt.  I  feel  more  interested  in  this  flat  than  ever,  and  have 
determined  that  a  survey  may  be  carried  on  here  while  I  am  in 
the  other  Gulf.'' 

The  w^eather  during  our  excursion  on  shore  became  again 
changeable.  Having  sent  out  boats  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
we  returned  by  the  beach  to  the  place  occupied  by  Mr.  Gilbert 
with  his  stores.  At  four  p.m.,  blowing  fresh,  we  returned  to 
our  ships,  and  we  observed  the  Cygnet  coming  into  the  roads  ; 
it  soon  after  blew  a  gale  of  wind,  and  squally  all  night,  but  all 
three  rode  out  well.  It  is  impossible  to  describe  my  feelings 
on  this  occasion — seeing  three  English  vessels,  on  a  lee  shore, 
riding  safely  at  the  roadstead. 

Nov.  10. — Fine  weather ;  employed  in  landing  passengers 
and  stores.  At  four  p.m.  my  hatchboat  returned  from  Nepean 
Bay  ;  at  seven  blowing  hard  with  a  high  sea.  I  felt  again  quite 
broken  with  such  repeated  bad  weather,  blowing  strong  all 
night  with  a  heavy  swell  and  the  ship  pitching  much. 

Nov.  11. — Fresh  gales  and  heavy  sea  ;  at  eight  more  mode- 
rate. Employed  all  day  landing  stores,  &c.  from  the  three  ships 
but  with  much  trouble  on  account  of  the  high  swell  and  surf; 
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however,  owing  to  the  exertions  of  all  employed,  many  heavy 
things  were  landed  without  accident ;  it  blew  hard  again  all 
night. 

Nov.  12. — Still  bad  weather,  and  about  noon  one  of  the 
heaviest  squalls  we  have  yet  had.  I  shall  now  give  another 
extract  of  my  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  of  this  date  : — "  As 
various  opinions  are  afloat  as  to  the  eligibility  of  the  settlement 
here,  I  will  now  state  my  reasons  in  detail  for  the  removal  of 
the  stores  from  Kangaroo  Island,  and  the  subsiequent  motions. 
1st.  I  ought  to  have  been  sent  out  at  least  six  7nonths  before 
any  body  else,  which  w^ould  have  given  me  time  to  settle 
emigrants  or  stores  as  they  arrived  2nd.  Having  seen  so 
much  beautiful  country  on  this  side  Gulf  Saint  Vincent,  I  w^as 
resolved  on  employing  all  the  surveying  gentlemen  here,  while 
I  went  round  the  other  side  and  round  Gulf  Spencer,  after 
which  the  site  of  the  capital  would  be  fixed,  and  final  arrange- 
ments made.  The  Rapid  was  therefore  despatched  to  Nepean 
Bay,  and  I  went  on  shore  in  Rapid  Valley  to  give  up  my  cabin, 
and  bring  up  some  back  work.  3rd.  Hearing  such  lamentable 
accounts  from  our  party  at  Nepean  Bay  from  scarcity  of  water, 
I  thought  it  best  for  the  whole  to  come  over,  and  for  the  want 
of  another  efficient  officer  I  was  obliged  to  divide  the  party  into 
two  instead  of  three ;  therefore  the  largest  party,  with  Mr. 
Kingston,  should  come  to  Holdfast  Bay,  and  Mr.  Gilbert's 
stores  to  accompany  him  also,  Rapid  Bay  not  having  so  good 
a  beach  for  landing  stores  ;  and  besides,  should  a  gale  come  on, 
and  a  ship  go  on  shore,  all  would  be  lost,  whereas,  at  Holdfast 
Bay,  lives  and  property  in  such  a  disaster  would  at  least  be 
saved,  and  most  likely  the  ship  also  ;  had  I  a  third  party  I 
would  have  landed  them  at  Yankalilla.  I  could  not  make  a 
store  ship  of  the  Cygnet  to  go  from  one  part  of  the  Gulf  to 
another  as  stores  might  be  wanted,  from  her  inefficient 
sailing  qualities,  and  her  not  being  the  kind  of  vessel  required 
for  such  service.  4th.  Looking  generally  at  this  place  I  am 
quite  confident  it  will  be  one  of  the  largest  settlements,  if  not 
the  capital  of  the  new  colony,  the  Creek  will  be  its  Harbour. 
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Six  months  labour  would  clear  a  road  down  to  it,  and  if  not 
there  is  a  hard  sandy  beach  the  whole  way,  on  which  a  mail 
coach  might  run.  I  next  view  the  range  of  mountains  going 
with  a  gradual  slope  into  the  plain  where  it  ends  altogether, 
and  we  see  no  other  hills,  which  gives  me  great  hopes  that  this 
plain  extends  all  the  way  to  the  Murray,  and  in  spite  of  all  the 
opinions  on  the  subject  now,  I  am  positive  there  is  quite 
enough  of  good  rich  land  for  every  purpose  ;  the  low  parts  of 
this  plain  are  covered  with  fresh  water  lakes,  many  of  which 
are  full  of  rushes,  and  in  the  winter  a  great  part  of  the  plain 
may  be  covered  with  water,  but  the  ground  rises  gradually 
towards  the  mountains,  and  that  part  can  never  be  flooded,  and 
it  has  the  same  appearance  that  exists  on  the  hills  about  Rapid 
Bay,  the  second  valley,  and  other  parts  which  are  extremely 
rich.  Much  remains  to  be  done  also  by  proper  management 
of  the  waters  that  have  hitherto  run  in  natural  courses,  by  col- 
lecting them  with  proper  dams,  and  conducting  them  through 
more  eligible  channels.  This  will  I  am  sure  be  one  of  the  finest 
plains  in  the  world.  5th.  If  I  had  time  to  examine  the  other 
side  of  this  Gulf,  Port  Lincoln,  and  Gulf  Spencer,  perhaps 
some  better  place  might  have  been  found  for  the  stores  ;  even 
then  we  should  have  wanted  more  men  for  their  protection,  as 
the  natives  on  York's  Peninsula  and  Gulf  Spencer  are  re- 
presented much  more  hostile ;  when  I  say  better  place,  I 
allude  to  the  anchorage,  and  landing  stores  on  a  lee  shore  ;  in 
other  respects  they  cannot  be  better,  having  here  plenty  of 
wood  and  water,  and  for  those  who  have  stock  there  is  plenty 
of  good  grass."     Towards  night  the  wind  moderated. 

Nov.  13. — Employed  landing  stores,  &c. 

Nov.  14.— Ditto  ditto. 

Nov.  15. — Ditto.     Every  thing  landed  from  the  Rapid. 

Nov.  16. — Walked  with  Messrs.  Kingston  and  Brown  to 
examine  the  plains,  taking  a  south  easterly  direction  ;  we  were 
much  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  the  whole  ;  at  four  p.m. 
returned  on  board,  the  weather  looking  bad,  and  the  wind 
increasing   fast    from    the    westward ;    about   six   the    CyqneCa 
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long  boat  in  going  from  the  shore  to  the  ship  unfortunately 
capsized  in  a  squall,  and  went  down ;  no  lives  were  lost 
Blowing  fresh  all  night. 

Nov.  17. — Still  blowing  fresh  all  day  from  the  westward. 

jq^ov.  18. — The  Cygnet's  boats  with  the  assistance  of  our 
jolly-boat,  raised  the  long-boat  that  went  down  on  the  16th. 

Nov.  19th, — Employed  on  board  arranging  with  Capt.  DufE 
to  proceed  to  Hobart  Town  for  stock,  &c.  The  following  is  an 
extract  from  my  letter  of  the  same  date  to  the  Commissioners  : 
"  I  have  also  entered  into  an  agreement  with  Capt.  Duff,  to  got 
to  Hobart  Town  for  sheep,  oxen,  &c.  &c.  The  sheep  to  be 
fattened  and  killed  here,  and  sold  to  all  who  are  not  entitled  to 
rations,  at  a  price  fixed  by  Messrs.  Gouger,  Brown,  and  Gilbert, 
those  who  are  entitled  to  rations  will  get  alternate  days  fresh 
and  salt  provisions.  This  measure  I  deem  highly  necessary  for 
the  welfare  of  the  colony,  for  among  our  men,  who  have  been 
seven  months  on  salt  provisions  (and  will  be  nine  perhaps 
before  the  stock  arrives)  strong  symptoms  of  scurvy  appear — 
if  any  get  the  slightest  scratch,  he  is  not  cured  for  a  month  or 
six  weeks ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  observe  cases  of  sore  feet 
and  painful  swellings  occur  too  frequently.  The  oxen  with 
cars  complete,  are  very  much  wanted — no  work  can  be  carried 
on  inland  without  them,  they  are  indispensible ;  therefore  I 
should  not  do  my  duty  to  omit  sending  for  them.  I  am  told, 
some  are  ordered  from  the  Cape,  but  when  will  they  arrive  ; 
and  when  they  do,  there  will  be  work  for  treble  their  number — 
this  can  never  be  a  loss  to  the  Commissioners,  for  the  purchasers 
of  land  will  require  them  also,  and  for  the  present  we  cannot 
go  on  without  them.  In  England  and  other  countries  where 
roads  are  made,  houses  are  found  for  accommodation,  &c. 
vehicles  and  animals  are  allowed  for  public  duties,  but  in  this 
country,  no  one  knows  how  impossible  it  is  to  work  without 
them,  except  those  on  the  spot.  The  number  I  have  sent  for 
are  as  follows  :— 800  sheep  for  fatting  and  killing,  10  oxen 
with  cars  complete,  such  as  are  used  by  the  government  Survey- 
ing.    Two  men  to  take  charge  of  the  stock,  to  be  engaged  onr 
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their  arrival  here,  at  £3  a  month  with  rations,  and  a  prospect 
of  future  advancement  as  their  conduct  may  deserve.  The 
sale  of  fresh  provisions  will,  I  trust,  nearly,  if  not  fully,  cover 
the  expense  of  the  ship's  freight.  Having  now  settled  every 
thing  for  the  present,  I  shall  get  under  way  and  proceed  for  the 
creek,  taking  Mr.  Kingston  with  me,  and  there  give  him  his 
line  of  operation,  whence  I  shall  proceed  to  Gulf  Spencer,  &c. 
and  I  am  satisfied  (if  we  find  nothing  better)  whatever  may 
appear  now  more  eligible  for  individual  comfort,  a  few  years 
will  make  this  plain  the  greatest  and  most  wealthy  settlement 
in  the  new  colony." 

Nov.  20th. — Early  part  employed  finishing  our  letters  for 
England,  at  noon  sent  them  on  board  the  Africaine,  and  im- 
mediately after  got  under  way  for  the  creek.  As  we  neared 
the  creek,  the  most  extraordinary  refraction  took  place  of  any 
I  had  seen  in  this  Gulf,  and  we  had  observed  many  remarkable 
ones.  The  Africaine  and  Cygnet  at  Holdfast  Bay  were  now 
;Out  of  sight,  we  were  standing  on  with  very  light  airs  from  the 
!S.  W.,  and  being  about  two  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
ibour,  I  observed  something  like  a  rock  on  the  starboard  quarter 
[about  half  a  mile  from  the  beech,  and  apparently  about  two 
miles  from  ourselves  ;  as  I  had  not  seen  this  before,  I  took  the 
glass  to  examine  it — it  then  appeared  something  like  the  hull 
of  a  ship  in  a  haze,  and  in  a  few  seconds,  masts,  yards,  and 
[and  rigging,  were  seen,  and  in  a  very  few  minutes  after,  the  two 
[ships  at  Holdfast  Bay,  full  12  miles  from  us,  were  distinctly 
[made  out,  with  the  projecting  land  beyond  them,  and  in  less 
bhan  ten  minutes  more  nothing  but  sky  and  water  was  to  be 

m  in  that  direction.  At  six  p.  m.  we  came  to  anchor  in  the 
-first  reach  in  the  creek,  and  all  hands  were  overjoyed  at  the 
[little  brig's  birth,  in  so  snug  a  spot  in  this  hitherto  unknown 
[  anchorage. 

Nov.  21st.— Left  the  brig,  in  the  hatch-boat,  with  Messrs. 
[Kingston,  Morphett,  and  Pullen,  to  examine  the  southern 
reach,  which  I  had  before  left  unnoticed — but  here  I  will  give 
a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Commissioners. 
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Nov.  22nd.— The  Harbour. 

"  Gentlemen.— I  sent  you  my  last  report  by  the  Ajricaine, 
on  the  20th  inst.  I  am  now  in  hopes  of  seeing  Captain  Duff 
in  Nepean  Bay,  before  she  sails  for  Hobart  Town,  that  I  may 
send  this  also.  I  could  not  leave  this  coast  without  looking 
once  more  at  this  harbour ;  the  first  impressions  with  regard  to 
its  being  connected  with  the  fresh  waters  grew  stronger  on  my 
mind  daily,  therefore  on  leaving  Holdfast  Bay  on  the  20th  inst. 
we  steered  at  once  for  this  beautiful  anchorage,  and  ran  the  brig 
in,  where  we  now  lie  at  single  anchor,  with  only  twenty  fathoms 
of  chain  out,  in  smooth  water,  although  it  is  blowing  a  gale  of 
wind  from  the  S.W.,  with  thick  rainy  weather. 

"  Yesterday  we  had  beautiful  weather,  with  a  fine  breeze.  Mr. 
Kingston  accompanied  me  in  the  surveying  boat  to  examine 
that  creek  taking  a  southerly  direction  which  I  had  not  had 
time  before  to  look  at  carefully,  and  which  has  since  been 
running  so  strongly  in  my  mind  that  I  could  not  rest  till  I 
had  seen  it  again.  We  were  more  than  delighted  to  find  it 
running  into  the  plain  at  such  a  distance,  and  I  am  now  more 
than  ever  persuaded  that  it  is  connected  with  the  fresh  water 
lakes,  if  not,  it  extends  to  within  a  couple  of  miles  of  them, 
and  one  of  the  finest  little  harbours  I  ever  saw  is  now  fairly 
known  ;  we  had,  as  you  will  see,  three  fathoms  water,  and  very 
often  four  at  dead  low  water,  at  five  or  six  miles  from  where 
the  brig  was  at  anchor. 

"  In  the  rough  plan  I  send  you  I  have  put  down  all  my  views 
as  to  the  Harbour  and  plain,  and  although  my  duty  obliges 
me  to  look  at  other  places  first,  before  I  fix  on  the  capital,  yet 
I  feel  assured,  as  I  did  from  the  first,  that  I  shall  only  be  losing 
time.  The  eastern  coast  of  Gulf  Saint  Vincent  is  the  most 
eligible,  if  a  harbour  could  be  found — that  harbour  is  now  found 
— more  extensive,  safe,  and  beautiful,  then  we  could  even  have 
hoped  for.  I  have  this  morning  sent  Mr.  Kingston  in  the 
surveying  boat  to  be  landed  where  we  went  yesterday,  and  to 
trace  the  connexion,  if  any,  between  the  head  of  the  creek  and 
the  fresh  water,  on  his  way  back  to  the  camp  by  land  ;   and 
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shall  occupy  myself  in  surveying  the  entrance  more  accurately 
than  I  had  time  to  do  before.  Noon — it  is  blowing  and  raining 
so  hard,  that  I  am  not  able  to  do  anything  ;  I  really  never  ex- 
pected so  much  bad  weather  in  South  Australia;  particularly 
at  this  season  of  the  year — every  phase  of  the  moon  brings  a 
gale,  so  that  we  may  expect  one  every  week  and  never  have 
more  than  five  days  of  continued  fine  weather.  I  have  never 
seen  a  harbour  so  well  supplied  with  little  creeks  that  would 
answer  for  ship  building  as  this.  We  want  some  small  craft 
sadly,  from  forty,  fifty,  sixty,  or  even  one  hundred  tons  ;  they 
would  soon  pay  themselves  as  the  colony  increases.  A  few 
horses  are  much  wanted — vehicles  are  absolutely  necessary, 
work  cannot  go  on  without  them. 

Nov.  23rd. — I  have  this  day  been  taking  more  angles  on 
shore  to  ascertain  the  direction  of  the  harbour,  but  find  they 
differ  so  little  from  the  first  that  it  is  not  worth  while  altering 
until  an  accurate  trigonometrical  survey  commences.  You  are, 
I  hope,  aware,  that  all  my  plans  hitherto  have  been  done  from 
hasty  angles  by  theodolites,  bearings  by  pocket  compass,  and 
in  many  cases  estimated  distances,  for  I  have  done  them  fre- 
quently alone  and  with  interruption  of  bad  weather ;  but  I  am 
quite  sure  they  are  more  than  sufficiently  accurate  to  give  you 
a  better  idea  of  the  coast  than  any  former  chart,  and  quite 
enough  for  any  ship  to  sail  by.  While  employed  on  shore, 
I  requested  Mr.  Field  to  lay  down  a  buoy  at  the  end  of  each 
spit  forming  the  mouth  of  this  harbour — and  I  hope  in  a  short 
time  to  be  able  to  take  all  ships  coming  here  into  as  beautiful 
and  safe  a  harbour  as  the  world  can  produce.  We  want  a 
mud  boat  also  to  deepen  the  channel  for  large  ships  drawing 
more  than  seventeen  feet  water.  If  we  consider  these  channels 
to  have  remained  with  three  fathoms  at  high  water  for  ages 
with  the  natural  drainings  from  the  land,  a  little  human  indus- 
try may  render  these  parts  as  deep  as  the  rest,  particularly  as 
they  extend  but  a  short  distance.  There  is  another  and  a 
stronger  reason  than  all  for  this  idea — I  have  observed  the  ebb 
tide  runs  much  stronger  than  the  flood,  a  proof  that  the  harbour 
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is  supplied  from  more  than  the  flowing  of  the  sea.  Yesterday 
in  the  gale,  with  twenty  fathoms  of  cable,  the  ship  rode  to 
the  tide  the  whole  time  with  the  wind  right  up. 

Nov.  24th.  At  half-past  five,  a.  m.,  we  got  under  weigh, 
and  got  out  of  the  harbour  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  N.  E., 
with  three,  four,  and  five  fathoms  water  the  whole  way,  the  tide 
just  beginning  to  ebb.  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  position 
of  the  buoys  laid  down  by  Mr.  Field,  and  I  hope  before  long 
to  be  enabled  to  place  buoys  and  beacons  so  as  to  enable  strange 
ships  to  come  in  without  difficulty.  At  one  p.  m.,  anchored 
again  in  Holdfast  Bay ;  I  had  told  Mr.  Kingston  I  should 
come  here  for  his  report.  At  half-past  two,  Messrs.  Kingston 
and  Brown  came  on  board,  and  I  am,  thank  God,  at  last  re- 
paid for  my  former  anxieties  by  finding  the  first  impressions 
made  on  my  mind  of  the  plains  and  harbour  so  far  realized. 
I  cannot  say  how  much  I  suffered  (although  I  was  determined 
not  to  allow  individual  feeling  to  hurt  the  future  prospects  of 
the  colony)  from  the  evident  discontent  experienced  by  all 
parties  on  my  insisting  on  landing  stores  and  all  here  ;  but  I 
find  now  they  have  changed  their  minds,  and  think  this  is  the 
place  for  the  capital  of  a  flourishing  colony.  I  herewith  en- 
close you  Mr.  Kingston's  report : — 

"  Holdfast  Bay, 

"  November  2ith,  1836. 

"  My  Dear  Sir. — It  affords  me  much  sincere  pleasure  to 
be  enabled  to  report  to  you  that  the  branch  of  the  harbour 
which  we  went  up  on  Monday  last,  proves  to  be  the  embou- 
chure of  the  fresh  water  river  which  I  discovered  the  day  after 
we  had  landed  here,  and  which,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
see  it,  I  am  induced  to  believe,  rises  at  the  foot  of  Mount 
Lofty.  I  landed  on  Tuesday  from  the  hatch  boat,  about  a  mile 
further  north  than  we  did  the  day  previous,  and  proceeded  as 
close  to  the  bank  as  the  mangroves  would  allow.  About  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  where  I  landed,  we  crossed  a  creek  from 
the  eastward  about  fifteen  yards  wide  and  three  feet  deep  ;  in 
the  course  of  the  day  we  crossed  several  other  small  ones,  in  all 
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of  which  the  water  was  salt.  After  proceeding  on  nearly  a 
due  southerly  course,  I  found  the  water  in  the  middle  of  the 
river  nearly  fresh,  (we  had  used  much  worse  at  Nepean  Bay) 
and  about  a  mile  further  perfectly  so,  Mount  Lofty  bearing 
E.  50  S.  I  kept  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  still  running  from 
the  south,  about  two  miles — when  I  think  it  had  its  source  in 
the  marshes,  in  which  I  found  the  river  before  alluded  to, 
losing  itself ;  and  as  it  was  nearly  dark,  and  the  men  having 
been  wet  all  day,  I  was  anxious  to  get  back  to  the  camp — I 
therefore  crossed  the  marsh  and  made  for  the  sand  hills  on  the 
sea  coast,  distant  about  half  a  mile,  Mount  Lofty  bearing 
E.  50  S.  I  examined  the  river  and  reaches  again  yesterday, 
and  on  my  way  to  it  from  the  camp,  having  first  crossed  the 
river  running  down  from  Mount  Lofty,  my  road  for  about  six 
miles  was  across  a  plain  of  exceedingly  fine  land ;  I  again 
traced  the  plain  and  then  kept  on  its  edge,  being  all  along  able 
to  trace  the  course  of  the  river  through  the  reeds,  until  I  found 
it  again  running  through  a  regular  bed.  The  river,  although 
in  parts  shallow  and  much  obstructed  by  fallen  tea  trees,  would 
be  navigable  for  flat-bottomed  boats  as  far  as  the  marshes, 
through  which  a  regular  communication  with  the  upper  part  of 
it  can  easily  be  made.  A  very  large  body  of  water  must  come 
down  the  river  in  the  winter,  as  in  the  upper  part  where  the 
banks  are  thirty  feet  deep,  there  are  evident  marks  of  the  floods 
reaching  the  top.  I  now  feel  assured,  that  we  have  obtained 
sufficient  information  to  convince  the  most  sceptical  of  the 
great  value  and  eligibility  of  these  plains — possessing  as  they 
do,  abundance  of  fresh  water,  an  excellent  harbour,  with  at 
least  one  river  running  into  it,  which  can  easily  be  made 
eligible  as  a  mode  of  communication  between  it  and  the 
plains. 

Believe  me,  Sir, 

Yours,  most  sincerely, 
(signed)  G.  S.  KINGSTON." 

Nov.    25th. — We    could    not    get    under    way    this    morning 
before  eight  o'clock,  being  calm.     On  reckoning  up  the  quan- 


tity  of  bread  left  on  shore  at  Kapid  Bay,  Mr.  Field  calculates 
on  their  only  having  five  days  consumption  of  that  article  left, 
therefore  I  must  go  there  and  land  some  more  for  the  party, 
and  I  shall  send  Mr.  Pullen  in  the  hatchboat  to  Nepean  Bay 
in  hopes  of  seeing  the  Africaine  before  she  sails.  I  thought 
this  last  discovery  of  so  much  importance  that  I  am  most 
anxious  for  this  report  to  reach  you  as  soon  as  the  last  sent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

WM.  LIGHT." 

Nov.  26th. — Working  to  windward  all  the  first  part ;  at  two 
p.m.  came  to  an  anchor  in  Kapid  Bay ;  at  six  the  hatchboat 
left  the  ship  with  dispatches  for  England  to  go  by  the  Africaine, 
now  in  Nepean  Bay.  Blowing  strong  all  night  from  the 
eastward. 

Nov.  27. — Employed  landing  bread,  and  I  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  accompanying  Mr.  Finniss  as  far  as  the  third  range 
of  hills,  to  examine  that  part  of  the  country  he  was  then  sur- 
veying ;  I  was  delighted  to  find  the  tops  of  the  highest  hills 
composed  of  excellent  rich  soil,  and  quite  moist. 

Nov.  28th. — We  could  not  get  under  way  before  two  p.m. 
on  account  of  the  calm ;  at  nine  came  to  anchor  in  Nepean 
Bay,  blowing  very  fresh. 

Nov.  29th. — Remained  at  Nepean  Bay  weather  bound ; 
our  hatchboat,  with  Messrs.  Pullen  and  Morphett  joined. 

Nov.  30th.— Ditto  ditto. 

December  1st. — Light  breezes  and  fine ;  at  half -past  five 
got  under  way  and  worked  up  to  Kingscote  ;  the  wind  being 
still  against  us  I  resolve^  on  getting  some  things  we  were  in 
want  of  from  the  John  Pirie.  All  the  afternoon  blowing  fresh 
with  very  cold  air. 

Dec.  2nd. — Calm ;  at  eight  fresh  breezes  and  fine ;  got 
under  way  and  proceeded  for  Port  Lincoln,  at  five  p.m.  ;  at 
eight  p.m.  ditto  and  cold  ;  at  eleven  passed  Althorp  Islands  ; 
at  midnight  hove  to. 
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Dec.  3rd. — At  four  p.m.  made  sail ;  at  eight  passed  Wedge 
Island,  with  moderate  breezes  and  fine  weather,  but  a  very 
great  swell  from  the  southward  ;  at  noon  nearly  calm,  off  Thistle 
Island  ;  at  three  p.m.  light  baffling  airs,  and  a  very  unpleasant 
swell ;  at  five  a  breeze  again  from  the  eastward,  which  gave  us 
hopes  of  getting  in  before  dark,  as  the  entrance  to  Port  Lincoln 
was  now  quite  apparent,  and  we  were  drawing  the  land  aft 
very  fast,  the  bearings  were  Point  Donington  N.W.,  and  the 
dangerous  reef  N.E.  by  E.  ;  at  six  we  were  again  baffled,  and 
soon  after  the  breeze  died  away  ;  at  seven  we  found  we  were 
going  astern  ;  at  eight  the  flood  began  to  make,  and  we  made 
a  little  progress  ;   very  light  and  variable  winds  all  night. 

Dec.  4th. — After  many  shifts  of  wind,  sudden  gusts,  and  a 
great  deal  of  trouble,  we  came  to  an  anchor  at  ten  a.m.  in 
seven  fathoms  water,  under  Grantham's  Island ;  the  Cygnet 
was  seen  at  anchor  in  the  bight  of  the  Harbour  ;  at  eleven 
Captain  Lipson  came  on  board  and  remained  with  us  about 
an  hour ;  he  spoke  most  highly  of  this  Harbour  and  the  land, 
and  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  the  best 
situation  for  the  capital.  I  certainly  was  much  pleased  to  find 
we  had  so  many  good  places  in  this  part  of  the  world,  for 
should  this  prove  the  fittest  place  for  the  capital,  still  the 
eastern  shore  of  Gulf  Saint  Vincent  would  always  be  an  exten- 
sive corn  and  grazing  country ;  however,  it  was  determined 
we  should  go  on  shore  together  and  examine  it ;  we  had 
strong  gusts  of  wind  with  occasional  rain  all  the  afternoon.  I 
will  now  insert  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Commissioners  : 

"  Brig  Eapid,  Port  Lincoln, 
December  5,  1836. 

Gentlemen, — I  mentioned  in  my  last  my  intention  of 
sending  Mr.  Pullen  with  my  reports  to  Nepean  Bay,  to  reach 
the  Africaine  before  her  departure,  and  on  the  28th  Novem- 
ber having  landed  all  I  wished  at  Eapid  Bay,  I  proceeded  for 
Nepean  Bay  for  our  surveying  boat ;  Mr.  Pullen,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Morphett  had,  during  a  gale  from  the  eastward,  been 
drifted  beyond  point  Marsden,  and  did  not  reach  Nepean  Bay; 
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until  the  day  after  the  Africaine  had  sailed  ;  they  had  been 
in  great  danger,  but  where  providentially  restored  to  us  in 
safety.  The  necessity  of  getting  fresh  provisions  increases 
daily  :  at  Rapid  Valley  nine  labourers  out  of  fifteen  are  hardly 
able  to  do  anything  from  scorbutic  sores  on  their  feet  and 
ancles ;  another  has  a  finger  which  I  fear  must  eventually  come 
ofE  having  pricked  it  with  a  fish  bone ;  one  of  my  boat's 
crew  on  the  26th  November  hurt  his  fingers  between  two  pigs 
of  ballast,  and  his  hand  is  now  so  bad  that  I  much  fear  he  will 
suffer  some  months  ;  and  out  of  a  small  ship's  company  there 
are  five  with  swelled  feet  and  ankles,  besides  a  number  at 
Holdfast  Plain  suffering  from  the  same  cause.  These  cases 
will,  I  hope,  convince  the  Commissioners  that  I  have  only 
acted  for  the  best  in  sending  for  fresh  stock  from  Hobart  Town. 
The  Cygnet  had  been  sent  here  from  Gulf  Saint  Vincent 
with  Captain  Lipson,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  Governor,  and 
I  was  sorry  on  our  arrival  yesterday  at  seeing  the  Cygnet  at 
anchor  alone,  for  I  was  full  of  hopes  that  by  this  time  the 
Governor  had  arrived.  It  is  very  odd  that  every  time  I  write 
I  have  to  report  the  bad  state  of  the  weather  ;  it  has  been 
blowing  hard  occasionally  since  the  26th  November,  and  now 
a  perfect  gale,  with  thick  rainy  weather.  I  am  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  Port  Lincoln  is  no  harbour  for  merchant  ships ; 
looking  at  it  as  a  port  for  men  of  war  well  manned,  plenty  of 
boats,  &c.  it  is  very  well ;  it  is  capacious,  and  there  is  excellent 
holding  ground,  but  the  strong  gusts  of  wind  shifting  all 
round  the  compass,  renders  the  entrance  not  altogether  so  safe 
as  the  plan  of  it  on  paper  would  indicate.  When  Captain 
Lipson  came  here  in  the  Cygnet,  they  had  fine  light  easterly 
breezes  all  the  way  ;  we,  however  found,  that  coming  into  this 
harbour  was  more  troublesome  than  any  thing  we  have  met 
with  since  our  arrival  in  South  Australia. 

Dec.  5th. — At  eight  a.m.  we  reached  in  between  Boston 
Island  and  Cape  Donington ;  at  this  moment  the  gusts  of 
wind  were  so  strong  we  were  obliged  to  in  top-gallant  sails, 
lower  the  top  sails  on  the  caps,  up  courses,  and  down  jib.     A 
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merchant  vessel  bound  for  this  port  not  expecting  anything 
like  this  after  a  long  passage,  may  here  have  her  rigging  rather 
slack  and  not  think  it  necessary  to  set  it  up  before  coming 
into  so  fine  an  harbour  ;  a  ship  thus  situated  would  have  most 
■certainly  been  dismasted,  gone  on  shore,  and  on  a  rocky 
coast.  Trading  vessels  coming  here  must  anchor  at  least  one 
mile  from  the  shore,  and  then  landing  goods  is  by  no  means 
easy.  I  much  doubt  the  safety  of  Gulf  Spencer  altogether, 
whether  the  season  of  the  year  was  better  when  Flinders  and 
the  French  navigators  were  here  I  cannot  say,  but  from  the 
little  I  have  seen  I  think  if  this  be  the  principal  port  many 
ships  will  be  lost. 

I  will  now  compare  the  two  Gulfs  : — 

GULF    SPENCER.  GULF    SAINT    VINCENT, 

1st.  The  mouth  of  the  Gulf         1st.  There    are    no    obstruc- 
has     many     obstructions     by    tions  whatever,   and  it  is  cer- 


tainly much  more  sheltered 
from  westerly  winds  than  Gulf 
Spencer. 


rocky  Islands  and  Keefs,  and 
during  the  prevalence  of  the 
westerly  gales  a  most  tremen- 
dous sea  must  be  thrown  there 
if  we  may  judge  by  the  high 
swell  we  had  in  crossing  it  in 
fine  weather. 

2nd.  (Query)   Can  a   strange  2nd.  If  a  ship  be  bound  to 

ship,    making    Thistle    Island,  Gulf  Saint  Vincent  she  would 

Wedge    Island,    or    any    other  make  the  land  at  the  S.W.  end 

part   just   before   dark,    and   a  of  Kangaroo  Island,  or  go  the 

gale    coming    on,    with    thick  other    passage,    in    either    case 

weather,  shape  her  course  and  a  westerly  gale  coming  on  she 

run    without    danger    into    the  is    soon    out    of    danger    and 

Gulf  ?     I  say  no,  for  the  winds  under    shelter.      In    the    next 

may,   and    most    likely    would  place  should  the  vessel  be  at 

baffle  at  the  most  critical  part,  the  mouth  of  Gulf  Saint  Vin- 

that  is,   between  two  Islands ;  cent    when    a    gale    comes    on, 

her  safest  plan  therefore  would  she    may    steer    right    up    the 

be    to    run    for    Investigator's  Gulf    even    in    the    night    by 

Straits  if  she  could  fetch  it,  if  compass,   the  farther  she  goes 

not,  she  must  lay  to,  and  the  the  less  sea  she  will  have,  and 

flood  tide   in   such   case   being  finally   may  let   go  her  anchor 

much   stronger,    she    might   be  in    seven,    six,    five,    four,    or 

drifted    into     a     very     unsafe  three  fathoms  water,  where,  if 

situation.    If  unfortunately  she  well    found    in    ground    tackle 

should  be  driven  upon  any  of  she   will   most   likely  ride   out 
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GULF    SPENCER. 

the  rocks  or  shoals  it  would  be 
destruction  to  all. 


3rd.  Port  Lincoln  is  cer- 
tainly a  fine  capacious  harbour, 
but  a  great  part  of  it  is  open 
to  the  N.E.  and  the  mouth  of 
it  surrounded,  as  the  chart 
will  shew,  by  islands  and  reefs, 
and  if  we  had  so  much  trouble 
in  getting  in,  and  sudden  shift- 
i!ig  gusts  of  winds  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  what  may 
we  expect  in  winter.  The 
westerly  gales  that  would 
bring  a  ship  up  to  its  mouth, 
would  prevent  its  getting  in, 
when  there,  and  she  runs,  as 
I  said  before,  great  risk  of  car- 
rying away  her  masts. 


4thly.  Merchant  vessels 
after  getting  in  must  land 
their  cargoes  at  a  distance  of 
one  or  two  miles  from  the 
ships ;  and  in  blowing  wea- 
ther, would  not  be  able  to  land 
them  at  all,— and  I  believe  it 
blows  hard  full  half  the  year 
round.  From  what  I  have 
seen  these  two  days  here,  no- 
thing could  have  been  landed 
even  if  lighters  were  prepared, 
therefore  I  have  reason  to  say 
that  in  this  port,  many  days 
in  the  year  would  be  entirely 
lost  to  trading  vessels. 


GULF   SAINT   VINCENT. 

well,  (I  speak  this  from  expe- 
rience,) and  should  even  the 
last  disaster  happen  of  going 
ashore,  lives  and  property 
would  be  saved,  and  most 
likely  the  ship  herself. 

3rd.— The  harbour  in  Gulf 
Saint  Vincent  is  long  and 
more  like  a  river,  and  shel- 
tered from  every  wind.  The 
heaviest  gale  from  any  quarter 
can  never  hurt ;  and  when  the 
entrance  is  properly  buoyed 
down  there  is  no  difficulty 
whatever ;  but  the  material 
point  in  favour  of  this  harbour 
is,  that  in  Gulf  Saint  Vincent 
there  is  no  fear  from  any 
winds  except  westerly  from 
N.W.  to  S.W.,  and  these  are 
all  fair  to  run  into  the  harbour 
with,  the  only  fault  is  that 
ships  must  wait  for  the  tide  ; 
but  with  two  of  the  mud  ves- 
sels for  deepening  channels, 
the  shallow  parts  could  easily 
be  made  free  for  ships  drawing 
from  16  to  18  feet  water,  as 
they  extend  but  a  short  dis- 
tance, and  over  these  shallow 
parts  there  is  now  three  fathoms 
at  high   water,   spring  tides. 

4th ly.  In  the  harbour  above 
Holdfast  Bay  a  ship  once  in 
may  lay  along-side  a  wharf 
when  it  is  erected,  and  until 
that  time  land  her  cargo  in 
boats  in  perfectly  smooth 
water,  in  the  heaviest  gale, 
and  not  one  day  lost  in  any 
season  of  the  year. 
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Dec.  6tli. — Went  on  shore  with  Capt  Lipson,  Mr.  Mor- 
phett,  and  Mr.  Pullen  ;  Capt.  Lipson  had  before  told  me  the 
land  here  was  rich  and  abundant.  We  landed  at  the  S.  E. 
end  of  the  port,  and  walked  in  a  southerly  direction  for  some 
distance,  until  we  could  plainly  see  the  ocean  ;  but  I  was  much 
disappointed  at  finding  nothing  but  hard  rocks  and  she  oak. 
After  looking  about  for  some  time,  we  descended  into  the  plain 
at  the  head  of  the  Gulf,  and  here  w^e  found  some  tolerable  land, 
but  only  in  small  patches,  and  some  pools  of  fresh  water — 
high  hills  surrounding  the  plain,  which  might  be  about  four 
miles  in  circumference,  but  in  which  I  do  not  suppose  there 
were  1000  acres  of  tolerable  land ;  at  the  bight  a  sand  runs 
out  a  long  way,  and  on  the  southern  side  a  bed  of 'flat  stone 
extends  into  the  harbour  for  nearly  half  a  mile.  I  was  much 
disappointed  altogether  with  the  place  ;  at  five  p.  m.  we  re- 
turned on  board.  I  must  decidedly  say,  it  cannot  be  thought 
of  as  a  first  settlement ;  some  years  hence  it  may  be  made  a 
valuable  sea  port,  but  that  can  only  be  after  the  colony  has  in- 
creased considerably. 

Dec.  7th. — It  was  my  intention  to  have  gone  on  shore  this 
day  and  examine  the  other  side  of  the  port,  but  after  looking 
attentively  with  a  good  glass  and  comparing  the  appearance  of 
the  country  on  both  sides,  I  found  them  so  exactly  of  the  same 
nature  that  I  determined  on  running  for  Spalding  Cove,  and 
search  for  fresh  water.  No  settlement  of  any  extent  could  be 
formed  here  for  many  years ;  the  hills  sloping  down  to  the 
water's  edge,  and  the  want  of  fresh  water,  are  impediments  that 
could  not  be  got  over  without  ruining  the  first  settlers.  We 
got  under  way  at  nine,  and  anchored  in  Spalding  Cove.  At 
half-past  four  p.  m.  having  in  two  or  three  reaches  gone  suffi- 
ciently far  into  Boston  Bay  to  see  that  nothing  there  was  so 
good  as  at  the  port,  at  five  p.  m.  I  left  the  brig  to  look  for  fresh 
water,  and  as  I  had  heard  that  a  stream  ran  into  the  sea,  I  rowed 
round  for  a  considerable  distance  (nearly  to  Cape  Donington) 
without  success.  I  returned  on  board  at  eight  p.m.  Heavy  look- 
ing weather  with  occasional  lightning  and  strong  gales  all  night. 
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Dec.  8th.— Blowing  very  strong ;  at  half-past  four  more 
moderate,  sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  search  for  fresh  water,  but 
none  was  found. 

Dec.  9th. — Moderate  and  cloudy ;  the  early  part  was  em- 
ployed in  unrigging  the  hatchboat,  as  we  found  that  towing 
her  full  rigged  occasioned  several  delays,  by  her  mast  getting 
under  the  boom  in  stays,  or  her  bowsprit  against  the  counter. 
At  ten  we  got  under  way,  and  meeting  with  almost  as  much 
trouble  in  getting  out  as  we  did  in  coming  in,  we  were  at  last 
drifted  so  far  to  the  southward  as  to  oblige  us  to  run  for  an 
anchorage  under  Taylor's  Island.  (I  insert  here  a  short 
extract  from  my  letter  written  this  evening  to  the  Commis- 
sioners) : — **  Got  under  way  to  return  to  Gulf  Saint  Vincent 
and  prosecute  my  survey  there,  for  I  have  been  considering 
much  of  this  Gulf,  and  think  it  best  to  give  it  up  entirely  for 
the  present,  for  should  there  be  a  good  harbour  and  good  soil 
higher  up,  yet  the  dangers  that  surround  the  entrance  are  too 
many  for  a  new  colony,  if  any  other  equally  good  can  be 
found,  and  the  prospects  on  the  eastern  side  of  Gulf  Saint 
Vincent  are  so  promising  that  I  do  not  like  losing  more  time 
here." 

Dec.  10th. — Calm  and  cloudy  ;  at  eight  got  under  way  with 
light  variable  winds,  and  not  being  able  to  fetch  to  the  north- 
ward we  stood  for  the  southern  channel,  but  the  wind  baffling 
so  much,  and  seeing  there  was  no  chance  of  getting  through 
before  dark,  perceiving  also  a  long  way  in  the  offing  rollers 
extending  right  across,  I  made  a  push  for  Memory  Cove,  and 
at  three  p.m.  came  to  an  anchor  in  seven  fathoms,  about  two 
cables  length  from  the  shore  ;  a  party  of  us  soon  landed,  some 
for  fishing,  others  for  exploring,  but  the  thickness  of  the  scrub 
prevented  our  going  far,  and  indeed  nothing  could  be  seen 
without  ascending  the  hills,  which  the  time  of  day  would  not 
permit.  Very  strong  breezes  from  the  westward,  with  ^vivid 
lightning  all  night,  but  luckily  the  vessel  held  on,  although  the 
ground  was  very  steep.  Having  observed  the  indications  of  a 
strong   westerly   breeze   before   dark,   I   took  such   bearings   as 
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would  enable  me  to  run  by  the  compass  in  the  night,  had  we 
been  blown  off. 

Dec.  11th. — First  part  strong  breezes  with  vivid  light- 
ing to  the  westward  ;  at  five  a.  m.  more  moderate  ;  got  under 
way  ;  at  eight  passed  the  rock  off  Thistle  Island,  and  we  dis- 
covered an  extensive  reef  running  from  Grindall's  Island  in  a 
north  easterly  direction,  not  laid  down  in  Flinder's  chart,  and 
reaching  across  the  very  course  I  had  intended  to  steer  had 
we  been  driven  from  our  anchorage  in  the  night ;  we  must 
all  perished,  had  that  happened,  but  Providence  kept  us  safe  in 
Memory  Cove.  At  noon  light  breezes  and  fine  weather,  running 
for  Investigator's  Straits  ;  at  four  p.m.  fresh  breezes  from  the 
westward,  and  the  weather  looking  very  unsettled.  At  eight. 
Point  Marsden  under  the  lee  bow  ;  hove  too  for  the  night  on 
the  larboard  tack,  blowing  very  hard  all  night.. 

Dec.  12th. — Blowing  very  fresh ;  at  half-past  four  a.  m., 
the  wind  increasing  and  weather  looking  bad,  I  did  not  like 
running  for  Kapid  Bay,  therefore  made  sail  for  Nepean  Bay. 
At  six,  being  off  the  end  of  the  sand,  hauled  the  wind,  and 
began  working  in,  and  after  hard  beating,  anchored  off  Kings- 
cote  at  thirty  minutes  p.m.  Found  here  the  John  Pirie  and 
the  Tarn  O'Shanter,  the  latter  lately  from  England.  At  one, 
Mr.  Finke  came  on  board,  and  brought  us  letters. 

Dec.  13th. — Blowing  a  gale  of  wind  all  day. 

Dec.  14th. — At  eight  a.  m.  got  under  way,  the  Tarn 
O'Shanter  in  company ;  at  six  a.  m.,  the  Tarn  O'Shanter 
•shaped  her  course  for  Holdfast  Bay,  and  we  stood  in  for  Rapid 
Bay,  to  embark  all  things  previous  to  running  over  to  the 
western  side. 

Dec.  15th. — Employed  on  shore,  and  sending  things  on 
board. 

Dec.  16th.^At  eleven  a.  m.,  having  embarked  everything, 
we  got  under  way  and  stood  over  to  the  western  side  of  the 
Gulf.  At  six,  made  the  land  out  distinctly  a-head,  and  on  the 
larboard  beam  ;  but  an  opening  between,  gave  me  hopes  that 
some    harbour   might    exist   there,    although    all   the   informa- 
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tion  I  had  before  collected  from  my  man  Cooper  and  others, 
were  contrary  to  any  such  thing,  and  very  soon  after 
we  saw  low  barren  looking  land  connecting  the  two  points 
before  observed.  At  seven  p.  m.,  blowing  hard  from  the 
S.  E., ;  we  hove  to,  not  to  run  too  near  this  low  land  in  the 
dark — and  by  ten  the  wind  increasing  with  a  high  sea,  we 
filled  and  stood  on  to  the  north  and  eastward.  At  midnight 
less  sea. 

Dec.  17th. — At  daylight,  Mount  Lofty  and  the  range  of  hills 
seen,  fine  weather,  made  all  sail  for  Holdfast  Bay,  and  at  ten 
came  to  an  anchor  and  went  on  shore  to  see  our  party,  and 
hear  from  Mr.  Kingston  if  he  had  made  any  interesting  dis- 
covery during  my  absence.  That  I  may  not  appear  to  wish  to 
conceal  any  part  of  my  operations  or  my  reasons  for  them,  I 
here  again  insert  a  short  extract  from  my  letter  to  the  Com- 
missioners, dated  this  day  : — "  The  time  now  lost  in  much 
extra  labour,  and  the  arrival  of  many  people  from  England, 
makes  me  anxious  to  find  some  place  to  locate  the  land 
purchasers  and  others ;  and  from  every  answer  to  my  en- 
quiries of  the  sealers,  as  well  as  the  practical  view  of  the  coast 
I  had  to  the  westward,  I  felt  convinced  I  should  never  find  any 
thing  more  eligible  than  the  neighbourhood  of  Holdfast  Bay, 
I  therefore  steered  at  once  for  it,  and  at  ten  a.m.  came  to  an 
anchor."  As  for  Encounter  Bay  I  resolved  on  leaving  that  to 
a  future  period  for  the  following  reason  : — As  much  as  En- 
counter Bay  and  Lake  Alexandrina  had  been  talked  of  in 
England,  I  never  could  fancy  for  one  moment  that  any  navi- 
gable entrance  from  the  sea  into  the  Lake  could  possibly  exist, 
on  looking  at  Flinders'  chart,  and  considering  the  exposed 
situation  of  that  coast,  open  to  the  whole  southern  ocean,  great 
danger  must  always  attend  the  approaching  it  with  fresh 
breezes ;  moreover  the  very  circumstance  of  so  large  a  Lake 
being  there  was  a  convincing  proof  to  me  that  the  Murray 
could  not  have  a  passage  sufficiently  deep  or  wide  to  discharge 
its  waters  into  the  sea.  These  ideas  I  mentioned  in  England, 
and  often  during  our  passage,  but  when  I  saw  the  sandy  shore 
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to  the  eastward  of  Encounter  Bay  from  the  Rafid  as  we  stood 
over,  beating  against  strong  northerly  winds,  and  seeing  that 
this  shore  of  sand  was  open  to  several  thousand  miles  of  the 
southern  ocean,  where  S.W.  winds  prevailed  during  eight  or 
nine  months  of  the  year,  I  was  more  than  before  convinced 
that  no  good  and  accessible  harbour  could  exist,  contrary  to 
the  general  laws  of  nature.  Deep  and  fine  harbours,  with 
good  entrances  on  the  sea  coast,  are  only  found  where  the 
shore  is  high,  hard,  or  rocky ;  in  other  cases  such  harbours 
must  be  in  large  rivers  or  gulfs ;  sand  alone  can  never  preserve 
a  clear  channel  against  the  scud  of  the  sea,  and  particularly 
such  as  must  inevitably  be  thrown  on  the  coast  about  Encounter 
Bay.  I  was  quite  certain  that  even  should  such  a  thing  as  a 
harbour  be  there,  contrary  (as  I  said  before)  to  the  general 
laws  of  nature,  yet  no  ship  could  make  it  exactly,  and  if  she 
missed  it  there  is  no  trifling  on  such  a  coast,  and  with  a  strong 
breeze  from  the  southward  or  westward  no  one  would  dare  to 
approach  it.  What  then  must  ships  do  ?  They  must  go  to 
Nepean  Bay  and  wait  for  favourable  weather  to  enter  this 
harbour,  in  doing  which  a  ship  may  lose  two  months  of  her 
time.  I  was  also  sure  that  on  a  low  sandy  shore  like  that, 
there  must  be  a  bar  and  a  tremendous  surf.  When  I  reached 
Nepean  Bay  this  idea  was  fully  confirmed  by  the  reports  of 
the  sealers,  and  some  said  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  harbour 
along  the  coast,  I  therefore  thought  I  should  be  throwing 
away  valuable  time  in  examining  there,  and  besides  this,  had  I 
wished  it,  the  frequent  westerly  winds  would  have  prevented 
me. 

Dec.  18th. — At  half -past  nine  got  under  way  for  the 
harbour ;  at  six  we  entered  the  first  reach  and  came  to  anchor, 
and  the  Tam  o'Shanter  got  under  way  for  the  harbour ;  about 
eleven  she  struck  on  the  edge  of  the  western  sand  spit,  after 
passing  the  shallowest  part,  not  being  sufficiently  to  windward, 
and  the  flood  tide  catching  her  on  the  weather  bow  canted  her 
on  the  sand,  from  which  she .  might  have  been  hove  off  in  a 
short  time,  for  not  half  her  own  length  from  where  she  touched 
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there  were  three  fathoms  water.  The  only  hawser  they  had 
was  an  old  coir  one,  which  gave  way  the  first  strain.  She 
laid  here  till  the  22nd,  during  which  time  all  hands  of  both 
ships  were  employed  in  lightening  her  and  pumping.  On 
the  22nd,  about  four  p.m.  she  was  hove  off,  and  both 
ships  made  sail  for  the  higher  part  of  the  harbour,  pre- 
ceeding  both  ships  in  my  hatch  boat.  It  was  really  beauti- 
ful to  look  back  and  see  two  British  ships  for  the  first  time 
sailing  up  between  the  mangroves,  in  fine  smooth  water,  in  a 
creek  that  had  never  before  borne  the  construction  of  the 
marine  architect,  and  which  at  some  future  period  might  be  the 
channel  of  import  and  export  of  a  great  commercial  capital. 
We  anchored  for  the  night  about  six  p.  m.,  the  Tarn  O'Shan- 
ter  having  taken  the  mud,  laid  till  about  midnight,  when  the 
flood  tide  having  floated  her  off,  she  passed  us  and  brought  up 
till  daylight.  Having  now  got  both  ships  up  the  harbour,  I 
shall  leave  my  narrative  of  the  maritime  part  of  this  expedition, 
and  proceed  to  my  work  on  shore. 

Dec.  24th. — Walked  over  the  plain  to  that  part  of  the  river 
where  Mr.  Kingston  had  pitched  his  tent,  with  a  small  party 
of  the  surveying  laborers.  My  first  opinions  with  regard  to 
this  place,  became  still  more  confirmed  by  this  trip,  having 
traversed  over  nearly  six  miles  of  a  beautiful  flat,  I  arrived  at 
the  river,  and  saw  from  this  a  continuation  of  the  same  plain 
for  at  least  six  miles  more  to  the  foot  of  the  hills  under  Mount 
Lofty,  which  heights  trending  to  the  sea  in  a  south-westerly 
direction,  were  there  terminated  about  four  or  five  miles 
south  of  the  camp  ground  at  Holdfast  Bay,  affording  an  im- 
mense plain  of  level  and  advantageous  ground  for  occupation. 
Having  settled  some  matters  for  future  proceedings  with 
Mr.  Kingston,  I  left  him  and  returned  to  the  brig  at  six 
p.  m.,  to  make  arrangements  for  finally  leaving  the  ship. 

Dec.  28th. — I  left  the  ship  and  pitched  my  tent  near  Mr. 
Kingston's  at  the  side  of  the  river.  I  heard  of  the  Governor's- 
arrival,  but  having  much  to  do,  had  not  time  to  go  to  Holdfast 
Bay  and  meet  him. 
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Dec.  29th.— Employed  nearly  all  day  examining  the  plain, 
and  looking  out  for  the  best  situation  for  the  capital.  I  was 
delighted  with  the  appearance  of  the  country,  and  the  supply 
of  fresh  water  we  were  certain  of  possessing  ;  at  four  p.m., 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  Governor  and  Mr.  Fisher, 
and  we  agreed  on  going  the  following  day  to  look  at  the 
place  I  had  selected  for  the  capital. 

Dec.  30th — His  Excellency  the  Governor  arrived  at  half 
past  nine,  and  we  walked  together  that  he  might  see  the  spot 
I  had  selected.  His  Excellency  expressed  his  sense  of  the 
beauty  of  the  place,  but  said  it  was  too  far  from  the  harbour, 
and  after  much  reasoning  on  both  sides,  I  agreed  to  walk 
with  him  by  the  river  and  see  if  another  spot  nearer  the 
harbour  could  be  found  more  convenient  for  trade  although  it 
might  lose  much  in  other  points  ;  we  determined  at  last  on 
placing  the  capital  near  the  river,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
lower  down  the  bank.  During  our  examination  Mr.  Fisher 
joined  us,  and  expressed  his  gratification  at  seeing  so  fine  a 
country.      On  examining  the  following  day  some  distance  up 

»and  down  the  river,  I  saw  evident  marks  of  the  river  overflow- 
ing its  banks,  and  this  made  me  resolve  on  the  first  site  I  had 
chosen,  my  instructions  from  the  Commissioners  being  per- 
emptory as  to  the  responsibility  of  this  choice  devolving  upon 
myself — for  although  I  was  allowed  to  pay  respect  to  the 
Governor's  opinion,  yet  my  own  judgment  on  this  point  was  to 
be  paramount  and  conclusive.  Here  follows  an  extract  from 
my  instructions : — "  Although  the  Commissioners  leave  the 
decision  of  this  important  question  entirely  in  your  hands,  it 
is  their  desire,  that  should  his  Excellency  the  Governor  arrive 
sufficiently  early  in  the  colony,  (and  he  is  expected  to  be  at 
Port  Lincoln  about  two  months  after  you  reach  Nepean  Bay,) 
you  will  confer  with  him  on  the  subject,  and  pay  due  regard  to 
his  opinions  and  suggestions,  without  however  yielding  to  any 
influence  which  could  have  the  effect  of  divesting  you  in  any 
way  of  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  decision."  Now  I  did  pay 
due  regard  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Governor,  for  that  sugges- 
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tion  caused  me  to  alter  my  first  selection  much  against  the 
grain,  for  we  were  only  gaining  a  distance  of  IJ  mile  over  an 
uninterrupted  plain,  and  for  this  sacrificing  the  most  beautiful 
position  for  a  town  in  the  country.  During  the  few  days  that 
intervened  previously  to  my  commencing  the  plan  of  the  town, 
I  was  incessantly  treated  with  some  hints  at  my  want  of  ability 
in  the  performance  of  my  duty.  One  gentleman  (I  am  told) 
said  that  he  considered  himself  a  ruined  man  through  Colonel 
Torrens  and  myself,  but  principally  through  me  !  and  that  he 
should  publish  my  proceedings  in  all  the  newspapers  in 
England  !  !  I  could  make  no  other  reply  to  my  informant, 
than  this,  that  he  would  be  taking  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and 
spending  a  great  deal  of  money,  to  prove  himself  an  ass ! 
This  same  gentleman  said,  that  the  site  of  Adelaide  was  lower 
than  the  plain  at  Holdfast  Bay  !  and  some  time  after,  arguing 
with  a  friend  of  mine,  he  said,  that  as  to  the  river  at  Adelaide, 
he  could  drain  it  dry  in  a  few  hours  with  a  bucket !  But  he 
is  a  wonderful  man.  Another  said  that  he  wanted  to  see 
roads  and  bridges.  I  had  also  the  satisfaction  of  hearing,  that 
the  Governor  had  found  great  fault  with  it,  and  that  I  had  not 
paid  sufficient  attention  to  my  survey.  It  would  be  long  and 
by  no  means  entertaining,  to  relate  all  I  heard  about  this  time, 
but  my  mind  was  made  up  fully  to  the  permanent  settlement, 
and  on  the  3rd  January,  1837,  I  removed  my  tent  to  the 
ground,  where  I  might  be  near  my  work ;  and  I  determined  on 
sending  the  Cygnet  to  Kapid  Bay  for  our  surveying  party, 
under  Mr.  Finniss,  and  Captain  Eolls  had  orders  to  proceed 
for  that  purpose.  His  Excellency  the  Governor  being  desirous 
of  sending  Mr.  Stevenson  and  Mr.  Strangways  to  Kangaroo 
Island,  asked  me  to  allow  the  Cygnet  to  take  them  there  and 
bring  them  back.  This  I  at  first  refused,  but  on  his  Excel- 
lency's representing  the  duty  these  gentlemen  were  going 
on  to  be  of  importance  to  the  colony,  I  agreed  to  the 
following :— That  the  ship  might  take  these  gentlemen  to 
Kangaroo  Island,  touching  on  their  way  at  Rapid  Bay,  and 
delivering  a  letter  to  Mr.   Finniss,   to   prepare  the   party  for 
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embarkation,  and  that  the  Cygnet  should  return  as  soon  as 
possible  to  Rapid  Bay,  and  bring  Mr.  Finniss  and  his  party 
to  Holdfast  Bay.  Here  follows  a  memorandum  of  Mr. 
Finniss,  with  copies  of  letters  on  that  occasion,  which  will 
shew  how  far  this  service  was  interfered  with,  by  a  person 
giving  himself  a  consequence  to  which  he  was  in  no  way 
entitled  ;  I  took  no  notice  of  this  at  the  time,  nor  should  I 
have  thought  any  more  of  it,  but  as  Mr.  Stevenson  has 
been  pretty  free  in  finding  fault  with  my  proceedings,  I  must 
be  excused  for  shewing  up  some  of  his  follies  too. 
Memorandum  by  B.  T.  Finniss  : — 

The  Cygnet  arrived  off  Rapid  Bay  at  10  o'clock  p.m.  the 
7th  January,  fired  a  gun,  and  laid  to  ;  on  boarding  her  in  the 
boat  left  at  the  station  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  I  was 
handed  a  letter  from  Colonel  Light,  informing  me  that  he  had 
sent  the  Cygnet  to  remove  the  whole  of  my  party  and  stores 
to  Holdfast  Bay.  I  returned  to  the  shore  with  the  letter,  and 
the  Cygnet  proceeded  to  Kangaroo  Island  under  the  orders 
of  George  Stevenson,  Esq. 

The  Cygnet  returned  from  Kangaroo  Island  and  hove  to 
about  half-past  six  o'clock  p.m.  12th  January,  for  the  purpose, 
as  I  imagined,  of  removing  my  party  and  stores.  The  stores 
having  been  in  the  interim  rolled  and  conveyed  down  to  the 
beach,  and  all  necessary  preparations  having  been  made  on 
my  part.  The  accompanying  correspondence  then  took  place, 
and  the  Cygnet  sailed  that  night,  leaving  my  party  and  stores 
at  Rapid  Valley. 

B.  T.  F. 

On  board  the  Cygnet,  off  Rapid  Valley, 
I2th  January,  1837. 
—  Finniss,  Esq. 

Sir, — If  any  of  your  party  are  ready  to  embark  and  to 
come  off  to  the  Cygnet  before  eight  o'clock  this  evening,  w^e 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  them,  but  the  public  service  requires 
that  we  should  proceed  to  head  quarters  with  the  least  pos- 
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sible  delay,  and  it  will  not  be  in  our  power  to  remain  after  the 
hour  I  have  mentioned.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  GEO.    STEVENSON. 

A  true  copy,— B.  T.  Finniss. 

Rapid  Bay,  past  7  p.m., 

January  12th,  1837. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  this  date,  and  beg  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  sent 
the  necessary  orders  to  Captain  Rolls  respecting  the  embark- 
ation of  the  surveying  party  under  my  command,  agreeably  to 
instructions  received  from  the  Surveyor-General. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

BOYLE  TRAVERS  FINNISS, 
(A  true  copy.)  Assistant  Surveyor. 

Rapid  Bay,  half -past  seven  p.m., 
January  l2tJi,  1837. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  request  you  will  send  the  neces- 
sary boats  on  shore  tomorrow  morning  to  remove  the  stores 
now  lying  on  the  beach  ready  for  embarkation,  preparatory  to 
taking   my   whole   party   to   Holdfast   Bay,    agreeably   to   the 
orders  I  have  received  from  the  Surveyor-General. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  &c. 
(Signed)  BOYLE     TRAVERS    FINNISS, 

Assistant  Surveyor. 
To  Captain  Rolls,  Ship  Cygnet. 

I  took  no  notice  of  this  piece  of  presumption  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Stevenson  at  that  time,  because  I  wished  every  thing 
to    begin  at  least  quietly  in  a   new  colony,   but  had  I   been 

The  Cygnet  was  about  four  miles  from  the  shore,  and  Mr.  Stevenson 
»end8  a  letter  from  the  ship,  at  6  a.  m.  for  the  party  to  embark  at  8. 
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aware  of  the  disposition  of  this  gentleman  for  finding  unjust 
complaints  against  others,  the  matter  should  not  have  rested  so 
quietly.  The  Clerk  of  the  Council  (being  only  a  ^passenger ) 
assumed  an  authority  in  desiring  Captain  Kolls  to  proceed 
against  my  orders  that  he  was  not  entitled  to,  and  by  which  if 
I  had  chosen  to  proceed,*  he  placed  Captain  Rolls  in  a  very 
awkward  situation,  and  had  the  folly  afterwards  to  say,  that  he 
was  anxious  to  proceed. 

From  this  time  to  the  11th  January,  I  was  employed  in 
looking  repeatedly  over  the  ground,  and  devising  in  my  own 
mmd  the  best  method  of  laying  out  the  town  according  to  the 
course  of  the  river,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  ;  this  being 
fixed,  I  commenced  with  Mr.  Kingston  and  Mr.  Neale  only. 
It  was  generally  supposed  that  planning  and  measuring  out 
a  thousand  acres  for  a  capital  was  so  easy  a  job  that  it  would 
be  completed  in  a  few  days — and  the  disgrace  heaped  upon  me 
again  became  warm  ;  I  leave  this  matter  to  be  judged  of  by 
experienced  surveyors  in  England,  remarking  at  the  same  time 
that  they  must  bear  in  mind,  that  we  were  in  a  country  per- 
fectly in  a  state  of  nature,  and  the  obstructions  for  this  work 
were  greater  on  this  particular  spot  than  any  other  part  of  the 
plain.  It  may  be  asked  then,  "  Why  choose  it  ?  "  I  answer, 
"  Because  it  was  on  a  beautiful  and  gently  rising  ground,  and 
formed  altogether  a  better  connection  with  the  river  than  any 
other  place." 

Jan.  18th. — I  received  a  letter  from  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
to  attend  the  Council  at  Glenelg  the  next  day,  to  give  my 
opinion  of  the  anchorage  at  Holdfast  Bay  and  the  Harbour ;  ac- 
cordingly I  walked  down  the  next  day,  and  found  to  my  sur- 
prise that  instead  of  his  Excellency's  wanting  my  opinions  as  to 
matters,  I  was  questioned  on  my  proceedings,  and  questioned 
more  as  one  neglecting  his  duty,  than  whose  opinion  was  re- 
quired.     It  ended  in  his  Excellency's  saying  that  the  site  for 

*  Capt.  Rolls'  instructions  from  his  owners  were,  to  attend  to  my 
orders  alone  (after  his  meeting  me  in  South  Australia),  until  the  expi- 
ration of  his  charter. 
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the  town,  the  harbour,  and  every  thing  were  most  beautiful, 
nothing  could  be  better;  and  had  we  searched  the  world 
round,  we  never  should  have  found  any  thing  so  good,  it  was 
a  paradise ;  but  that  he  differed  in  opinion  with  me  with 
regard  to  Holdfast  Bay,  which  he  thought  a  very  unsafe 
anchorage,  and  that  no  ship  ought  to  remain  there  more  than 
one  day  or  two  at  any  season  of  the  year.  (Yet,  after  this, 
the  Buffalo  was  kept  there  more  than  six  months,  riding  out 
some  heavy  gales  with  perfect  safety  !  )  At  the  termination  of 
this  meeting,  his  Excellency  expressed  a  wish  that  I  should  go 
to  the  Harbour  and  make  a  survey  of  it ;  I  at  first  declined 
complying  with  this,  as  the  Harbour  Master  was  there,  and 
I  tliought  it  more  his  province.  However,  I  at  last  consented 
to  his  Excellency's  wishes,  who  said,  he  would  write  to  Capt. 
Lipson  to  place  himself  under  my  orders,  for  this  service. 

Jan.  22nd. — I  walked  down  to  the  Harbour,  and  slept  on 
board  the  Rapid  ;  the  next  morning  I  met  Capt,  Lipson,  who 
seemed  a  little  hurt  at  the  order  received  from  the  Governor, 
to  place  himself  under  my  directions.  I  asked  him,  "  If  he 
was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  Harbour  ?"  he  said,  "  Perfectly 
so  ;  "  "  Can  you  bring  the  Buffalo  in  ?  "  "  Yes,  whenever  the 
Governor  pleases."  "  Very  well,  (said  I.)  in  that  case  I  shall 
immediately  return  to  my  work  at  the  town  " — which  I  did, 
and  wrote  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  acquaint  his  Excellency 
of  the  Harbour  Master's  convictions  as  to  the  possibility  of 
anchoring  the  Buffalo  in  the  Harbour.  More  grumbling ! 
Soon  after  this,  appeared  a  letter  to  the  purchasers  of  the  first 
437  sections  of  land  in  South  Australia.  The  Governor  asked 
Mr.  E.  Stephens  to  sign  this  letter,  because,  he  said,  his  Private 
Secretary,  who  wrote  it,  was  so  unpopular,  that  if  his  name 
was  put  to  it,  he  was  afraid  they  would  not  be  able  to  get  up 
a  meeting.  What  could  the  Governor  mean  by  this  ?  The 
letter  is  as  follows  : — 

Gentlemen. — "  In  a  matter  of  such  vital  importance  to 
the  success  of  our  new  colony,  as  the  location  of  its  metropolis, 
opinions  should  at  all  events  be  unfettered :  with  this  conviction 
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I  offer  no  apology  for  the  free  publication  of  that  which  I  have 
formed.  I  have  the  less  reason  to  do  so,  as  in  matters  of 
public  duty  I  have  never  permitted  personal  feelings  to  intrude 
and  in  the  present  instance,  I  believe  that  the  views  of  many, 
equally  or  more  deeply  interested,  do  not  in  reality  differ  from 
my  own. 

"  That  the  site  of  the  capital  should  be  the  most  eligible  in 
the  Province,  is  a  position  which  I  deem  to  be  unassailable,  not 
only  on  general  principles,  but  equally  so  on  private  grounds, 
whether  on  the  one  hand  we  consider  the  permanent  welfare  of 
the  Province — or,  on  the  other  hand,  limit  our  view  to  that 
equity  which  may  reasonably  be  claimed  by  those  whose  capital 
and  exertions  have  called  the  colony  itself  into  existence. 

**  It  might  perhaps  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  until  the  line  of 
sea  coast  has  been  surveyed,  the  most  eligible  site  cannot  be 
determined  on ;  and  that  while  it  is  notorious,  that  such 
examination  has  not  been  made,  you  are  working  in  the  dark 
and  probably  wrong.'* 

Daylight  is  now  to  be  given  to  those  unfortunate  colonists 
who  had  through  my  negligence  been  made  to  work  in  the 
dark.  How  much  line  of  sea  coast  does  the  writer  include 
here — does  he  mean  the  whole  ?  To  examine  that  sufficiently 
accurate  to  satisfy  the  writer  of  such  a  letter,  would  have 
occupied  at  least  two  years  more,  and  have  proved  a  failure 
after  all ;  if  he  means  only  the  coast  of  Gulf  St.  Vincent,  what 
right  had  he  to  define  the  portion  of  coast  to  be  examined 
previous  to  our  location. 

"  Now  let  me  not  be  misunderstood  as  imparting  blame  to 
any  individuals.  If  error  has  been  committed,  it  is  error  of 
judgment  only,  to  be  viewed  and  combatted  exclusively  as 
such.  Our  able  and  indefatigable  Surveyor  General  has  done 
all  and  far  more  than  could  be  expected  from  him,  but  he  has 
had  neither  time  nor  means  to  make  a  perfect  examination,  nor 
anything  approaching  a  perfect  examination ;  and  Col.  Light 
could  as  easily  walk  from  Australia  to  England  in  three  weeks, 
as  examine  1500  miles  of  coast  in  three  months." 
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I  agree  perfectly  that  I  could  not  examine   1500  miles  of  ; 
coast  in  three  months ;  then  why  did  the  writer  come  out  from 
England  expecting  every  thing  to  be  settled  by  that  time.      I  ■ 
hate   humbugging,   and  I   know  well  that   notwithstanding  all   , 
the  little  palliations  contained  in  the  last  sentence,  this  letter 
was  got  up  by  more  than  one  for  the  purpose  of  creating  dis- 
content  among   the    colonists    against    my    proceedings.      If   I 
am  asked  how  I  could  draw  such  an  inference,  I  can  and  will   | 
answer  it.      Mr.  S.  was  not  the  sole  author  of  this  letter,  and 
the  motives  were  to  prejudice  the  settlers  against  me,  but  I  shall   i 
say  no  more  at  present  on  this  subject.  j 

"  But  Colonel  Light  appears  to  have  considered  the  imme- 
diate location  of  the  settlers  who  have  arrived,  as  of  urgency    | 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  adoption  of  a  site  for  the  capital  with-    , 
out  further  delay  or  more  extended  search.      The  beautiful  and    i 
romantic  spot  that  is  at  present  marked  out  for  the  City  of    ' 
Adelaide   has   accordingly   been   chosen,    not   because   it   is   in 
reality  the  best  in  the  Province,  but  because  it  is  the  best  that 
has  yet  been  discovered.      Botany  Bay  was  extolled  by  Captain    ' 
Cook,  and  an  excellent  place  it  was  as  long  as  Port  Jackson    i 
lay  unknown  within  a  couple  of  hours  sail  of  it — yet,  after  the    1 
discovery  of  the  latter  place  whoever  thought  of  Botany  Bay — 
so,  for  ought  we  can  tell,  there  may  be  fifty  places  in  South 
Australia,    with    land    equally    fertile,    and    with    commercial    j 
advantages  highly  superior  to  those  possessed  in  the  intended    • 
City.      And  where  is  the  settler,   I   ask,   who   would  hesitate    ! 
between  choosing  immediately  a  spot  of  doubtful  eligibility,  or 
waiting  a  few  months  longer  for  a  choice  in  the  best  location,     ' 
for  one  which,  come  what  may,  can  never  be  affected  by  sub-    j 
sequent  discoveries,  or  deserted  for,  or  superseded  by,  another    1 
more  ehgible  site."  j 

I  did  not  consider  the  immediate  location  of  the  settlers  as    | 
of  urgency  sufficient  to  warrant  the  adoption  of  a  site  for  a 
capital  without  further  delay  or  more  extended  search.      When 
the  Afrimine  arrived  with  Messrs.  Gouger,  Brown,  and  others 
I  told  them  I  did  not  know  where  to  land  them,  and  advised 
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them  to  return  to  Nepean  Bay  until  I  had  made  further  search  ; 
this  they  did  not  like,  and  they  very  naturally  dreaded  the 
idea  of  landing  all  their  embarked  property  and  nearly  100 
people,  under  the  probability  of  being  obliged  again  to  re-ship, 
the  Africaine  being  only  chartered  to  bring  them  out,  and  not 
wait  ■  until  a  final  settlement  was  made  ;  under  such  circum- 
stances I  advised  them  to  go  to  Holdfast  Bay,  as  the  place 
from  whence  they  were  least  likely  to  be  again  embarked,  stating 
at  the  same  that  I  could  not  guarantee  their  permanent  resi- 
dence there,  as  I  must  examine  Port  Lincoln  and  other  places, 
before  I  decided  on  this  important  matter  ;  as  to  finding  any 
thing  on  the  western  coast  of  Gulf  Saint  Vincent,  all  that  I 
had  gathered  from  Sealers,  and  the  appearance  of  the  upper 
part  was  enough,  besides,  my  instructions  on  this  head  are 
thus  : — "  You  will  now  proceed  to  make  a  careful  examination 
of  the  coast  in  the  central  part  of  the  colony,  excepting  only 
places  where  the  previous  examinations  of  Flinders  and  other 
navigators  clearly  shew  that  no  good  harbour  is  to  be  found/' 
Now,  Captain  Flinders  went  much  nearer  the  western  shore, 
sometimes  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  it,  and  his  report  of  it 
mentions  nothing  like  a  harbour,  which,  with  the  above  extract 
from  my  instructions,  were  quite  sufficient,  I  thought,  to  war- 
rant my  not  losing  time  in  useless  examination  there.  Besides 
good  harbours  are  not,  I  believe,  to  be  found  in  narrow  penin- 
sulas. But  the  writer  of  the  letter  may  say  why  did  you  land 
here,  because  there  is  no  mention  of  a  harbour  here  ?  I  answer, 
that  on  looking  at  Flinders'  chart,  where  his  tract  is  laid  down 
with  great  care,  it  is  plain  that  he  never  came  within  seven  miles 
of  this  coast,  and  all  those  who  have  paid  any  attention  to  the 
appearance  of  land  at  that  distance,  must  know  that  it  is  very 
deceptive,  but  the  writer  of  the  letter  could  not  be  aware  of 
this.  As  to  the  site  being  chosen  "  not  because  it  was  in 
reality  the  best  in  the  Province,  but  because  it  is  the  best  that 
has  been  discovered."  I  most  decidedly  say  I  did  choose  it 
because  I  was  persuaded  in  reality  it  was  the  best,  and  my 
reasons  are  these.      To  have  examined  any  thing  more  than 
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Port  Lincoln,  Gulf  Spencer,  Gulf  Saint  Vincent,  and  En- 
counter Bay,  was  a  thing  totally  out  of  the  question,  except 
the  Commissioners  had  given  me  two  years  to  myself,  there- 
fore I  was  compelled  to  confine  myself  to  this  extent  of  the 
boundary  alone.  Encounter  Bay  I  was  always  against,  from 
my  own  judgment  of  the  coast,  and  the  report  I  had  heard. 
The  coast  to  the  eastward  of  it,  I  felt  quite  sure  could  never  be 
made  available  as  a  sea  port,  even  if  a  port  existed  there.  I 
saw  the  coast  from  the  sea,  and  its  low  sandy  appearance,  with 
its  exposure  to  the  whole  Southern  Ocean,  was  a  sufficient 
warning  of  the  danger  that  must  attend  the  approach  of  it. 
Every  one  accustomed  to  the  making  of  land,  must  know  how 
difficult,  I  may  say  how  impossible,  after  a  long  passage,  it  is 
to  make  exactly  the  mouth  of  a  river  on  a  low  sandy  coast, 
where  there  are  no  land  marks  ;  in  this  case  there  is  no  trifling 
on  the  coast  to  the  eastward  of  Encounter  Bay  ;  besides  which, 
a  high  surf  must  always  be  a  great  impediment  to  the  naviga- 
ble purposes  desired.  As  to  Encounter  Bay  itself,  although 
there  were  many  accounts  of  an  anchorage  under  a  rocky 
island  for  three  or  four  small  class  of  ships,  yet  the  safety  was 
doubtful  in  westerly  gales,  and  its  dangers  represented  as  almost 
certain  in  easterly  winds.  I  therefore  set  down  the  examination 
of  that  part  as  the  last  of  my  proceedings  ;  the  weather  would 
also  have  prevented  my  undertaking  this  work  at  the  time,  had 
I  wished  it.  I  may  also  say,  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to 
make  any  exploration  by  land  for  want  of  necessary  means. 
Port  Lincoln  was  in  my  opinion,  not  fit  for  a  first  settlement ; 
it  might  hereafter  be  a  great  sea-port,  but  to  commence  forming 
a  new  colony  there,  would  have  been  attended  with  considerable 
loss  to  most  of  the  settlers.  It  is  an  iron-bound  harbour  in 
most  part,  and  good  land  is  not  to  be  seen  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood ;  but  I  have  mentioned  Port  Lincoln 
before.  Nepean  Bay  is  an  excellent  harbour  ;  but  the  want 
of  good  land  and  fresh  water,  entirely  excluded  that  as  a  site 
for  the  capital.  The  geographical  position  of  the  present  site 
cannot  be  disputed,  except  by  those  who  are  determined  to  find 
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fault,  and  those  who  may  be  instigated  by  certain  authorities  to 
raise  a  clamour,  from  motives  too  contemptable  to  think  of. 

The  great  quantity  of  good  land,  good  sheep  walks,  good 
fresh  water,  and  a  good  harbour  for  ships  of  SCO  or  4C0  tons  ; 
the  best  line  of  communication  with  the  Murray  ;  and  the  fre- 
quent showers  we  saw  on  Mount  Lofty  range,  even  in  the 
months  of  November  and  December,  gave  me  a  certain  proof 
that  here  we  stood  in  no  fear  of  those  droughts  so  much  com- 
plained of  in  New  Holland.  These  were  my  reasons  for 
selecting  this  spot,  as  the  best  tint  could  be  found.  "  For 
aught  we  can  tell,  there  may  be  fifty  places  in  South  Australia 
with  land  equally  fertile,  and  with  commercial  advantages 
highly  superior  to  those  possessed  by  the  intended  city."  No 
one  can,  for  the  present,  say,  but  that  there  may  be  one  or  even 
two  places  better  ;  but  to  the  supposition  that  there  may  be 
fifty  within  the  limits  of  our  province,  I  could  undertake  to 
say,  "  No  ;"  if  we  may  believe  the  accounts  of  the  coast,  given 
by  those  who  visited  this  country  before  us.  And  in  reply  to 
the  conclusion  of  the  writer's  sentence,  "  with  commercial 
advantages  highly  superior " — I  beg  to  ask  what  does  Mr. 
Stevenson  mean  ?  If  a  Gulf  so  accessible  and  devoid  of  dan- 
gers, with  a  harbour  secure  against  every  wind,  a  plain  adjoin- 
ing of  several  miles  in  extent,  of  fine  soil,  and  a  river  of  good 
fresh  water,  does  not  offer  commercial  advantages,  what  does  ? 
Perhaps  the  writer  may  say,  a  commercial  town  ought  to  be 
in  a  magnificent  port,  where  goods  could  be  landed  at  our  doors. 
Granted,  but  does  not  the  facility  of  transporting  goods  over  a 
plain  that  has  not  a  rock,  tree,  or  bush  in  the  way  for  six  miles, 
more  than  balance  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  landing 
goods  at  your  doors,  without  having  the  means  afterwards  of 
carrying  those  goods  into  the  interior,  except  over  high  hills 
and  rocky  surfaces,  which  is,  generally,  the  actual  formation 
of  countries  where  magnificent  harbours  are  to  be  found  ?  "  And 
where  is  the  settler,  ]  would  ask,  who  would  hesitate  between 
choosing  immediately  a  spot  of  doubtful  eligibility,  or  waiting 
a  few  months  longer  for  a  chance  in  the  best  location,  for  one, 
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which,  come  what  may,  could  never  be  affected  by  subsequent 
discoveries,  or  deserted  for,  or  superseded  by  another  more 
eligible  location  ?  "  It  would  not  have  been  waiting  a  few 
months  but  a  few  years  ;  and  this,  be  it  always  remembered, 
upon  a  mere  contingency,  and  as  to  waiting,  there  has  been 
growling  enough  about  that  already — "  deserted  for,  or  super- 
seded by  another  most  eligible  site."  It  is  not  quite  so  easy  to 
move  a  capital,  as  the  writer  imagines  ;  nor  are  the  generality 
of  people  such  simpletons  as  to  remove  from  a  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  good  land,  mostly  on  a  plain,  with  a  safe  port  in 
in  that  plain  to  go  two  or  three  hundred  miles  on  the  report 
of  a  more  eligible  place  having  been  found ;  some  would 
doubt  that  report — would  the  writer  advise  every  one  to 
examine  for  himself  ?  Does  he  think  the  generality  of  people 
so  blind  to  their  own  welfare  as  to  quit  their  dwellings  for  the 
sake  of  looking  at  another  that  may  be  reported  (by  whom  ?) 
as  more  eligible,  removing  at  a  considerable  expense,  trouble, 
and  risk,  when  they  saw  at  hand  the  boons  of  nature  lavished 
in  profusion  ?  "  Adelaide  is,  unquestionably,  a  beautiful  spot, 
for  agricultural  purposes  altogether  unexceptionable ;  but  it 
can  never  be  a  great  commercial  city.  "  Now  let  us  examine 
this  little  sentence,  and  first,  the  commercial  city,  the  writer 
seems  so  desirous  of.  What  was  the  first  object  of  founding  a 
colony  here  ? — was  it  with  a  view  of  at  once  establishing  manu- 
factories of  various  kinds  ?  Or  was  it  to  find  out  a  harbour  to 
build  warehouses  for  merchandise  to  be  again  reshipped  ?  Be- 
cause if  merely  to  supply  the  interior  with  goods  imported,  I  am 
quite  sure,  neither  the  writer  nor  his  heirs  for  the  next  genera- 
tion, would  ever  see  a  great  commercial  city  in  South  Austra- 
lia. Exports  must  be  the  source  of  wealth  to  this  country. 
Mr.  Stevenson  may  say,  are  not  warehouses  also  wanted  in 
exporting  the  produce  of  their  country  ?  In  a  certain  degree, 
yes ;  but  not  to  the  extent  required  by  imports  merely  landed 
for  re-shipment.  Goods  may  be  long  before  they  are  disposed 
of,  but  wool  or  other  produce  for  distant  markets  would  in  all 
probability   be   shipped   immediately.      Has    any   yet   brought 
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or  sent  out  from  England  looms  or  engines,  have  not  many 
emigrants  brought  out  ploughs,  harrows,  &c.  ;  it  appears,  there- 
fore, that  agriculture  was  most  thought  of  by  almost  every 
emigrant, — and  I  think  by  the  regulations  drawn  up  at  the 
Adelphi,  by  the  Commissioners  themselves  ;  and  if  this  be  the 
case,  the  writer  himself  says,  this  place  is  unexceptionable. 
So  say  I,  even  in  its  present  state,  where  in  many  parts  the 
plough  can  run  five,  six,  or  seven  miles,  without  any  impedi- 
ment ;  and  when  we  enjoy  numerous  facilities  of  applying  by 
art  those  streams  of  fresh  water  to  useful  purposes,  which  have 
hitherto  in  their  natural  courses  been  running  to  waste.  The 
fine  sheep-walks  and  grazing  ground,  and  in  short,  every  thing 
that  reasonable  men  could  wish,  must  in  a  short  time  make  this 
a  flourishing  capital. 

"  It  is  six  miles  at  least  distant  from  the  harbour,  which  if 
safe,  is  at  present,  at  least,  entirely  destitute  of  fresh  water,  and 
not  capable  of  receiving  ships  of  heavy  tonnage  !  "  Six  miles  ! 
Heavens  what  a  distance  over  a  dead  flat !  It  is  enough  to 
stagger  any  man  who  views  commerce  on  a  grand  scale,  to 
think  of  transporting  goods  six  miles,  without  any  impediment 
in  his  way ;  and  perhaps  by  a  caiial  that  may  be  cut  with  the 
greatest  ease  in  a  straight  line,  and  without  one  lock  being 
required,  except  at  the  extremities  joining  the  harbour  and 
the  town,  As  to  the  safety,  the  writer  seems  to  have  a  doubt 
of  it.  This  is  not  worth  answering,  except  by  stating  that  the 
Rapid  laid  in  the  first  reach,  not  a  very  great  way  from  the 
entrance,  during  a  gale  from  the  S.  W.,  with  only  twenty 
fathoms  of  chain  out,  and  never  dragged  an  inch  ;  and  the 
water  so  smooth  that  the  smallest  boat  might  pull  to  and  from 
the  shore  with  ease.  There  is  not  a  rock  or  even  hard  bottom 
from  the  mouth  to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  landing  place,  a 
distance  of  nearly  eleven  miles.  "  Entirely  destitute  of  fresh 
water."  This  is  true  in  summer,  and  this  was  the  reason  I  did 
not  put  the  capital  there  ;  sufficient  water  can  be  carried  there 
by  carts  for  the  first  demands,  until  other  means  are  adopted. 
■"  And  not  capable  of  receiving  ships  of  heavy  tonnage.''      I 
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could  not  make  harbours,  I  could  only  select  the  best  place  for 
A  capital,  according  to  my  instructions,  which  are  thus  :— 
"  The  Commissioners  are  of  opinion,  that  although  no  site 
should  be  selected  which  does  not  possess  a  harbour  safe  and 
accessable  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  yet  that  it  would  be  unwise 
for  the  sake  of  still  superior  advantages  in  the  harbour,  to 
make  any  important  sacrifice  in  the  essentials  of  a  good  site.'* 
By  this  I  should  feel  myself  justified,  if  even  there  had  been 
no  harbour ;  but  there  is  one,  and  a  very  excellent  one,  that  in 
time  may  be  easily  made  capable  of  admitting  ships  of  600 
tons,  and  vessels  of  that  tonnage  are  quite  large  enough  for 
every  purpose.  Mr.  Stevenson  goes  on  to  say,  a  "  supply  of 
water  could  be  brought  from  Adelaide,  a  canal  cut,  or  a  rail- 
way formed,  the  bar  could  be  deepened,  all  this  could  be  done, 
if  no  better  place  exists." 

Here  we  are  in  a  country  in  a  state  of  nature,  almost  unin- 
habited hitherto  ;  and  what  few  natives  there  were,  by  no  means 
capable  of  improving  it.  Yet  the  writer  admits  that  the  above 
works  can  all  be  accomplished,  and,  if  we  judge  by  the  stile  of 
writing,  with  no  great  difficulty.  Yet  the  tenor  of  the  address 
to  the  land  owners,  is  a  complaint.  How  stupid  the  Commis- 
sioners must  have  been  in  sending  me  out  here  without  •fur- 
nishing me  with  a  magic  wand  to  raise  Elysiums  for  gentle- 
men so  hard  to  please.  "  While  this  remains  a  doubt,  what 
reasonable  man  can  expect  the  capitalist  to  lay  out  his  money 
in  building  or  improving  a  spot  that  may  be  rendered  worthless 
at  a  moment's  notice." 

Yet,  while  this  remains  a  doubt,  people  are  building, — town 
acres  have  risen  much  in  value, — and  the  general  complaint  is, 
that  there  are  not  labourers  enough  to  assist  in  building, — not- 
withstanding the  whole  tnay  he  rendered  worthless  at  a 
fnoment's  notice.  "  Adelaide  may  be  chosen,  we  may  erect 
houses,  and  commence  canals  to  connect  it  with  the  sea  ;  and 
some  fine  morning  may  bring  us  the  news,  that  at  Encounter 
Bay,  or  Boston  Bay,  or  at  Point  Drummond,  or  in  Spencer's 
Gulf,  a  splendid  harbour,  with  abundance  of  fine  land  has  been 
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discovered.  What  then  becomes  of  Adelaide !  "  The  writer 
says,  some  fine  morning  may  bring  us  the  above  news,  &c  ; 
my  opinion  is,  that  neither  the  fineness  of  the  morning,  nor 
the  discovery,  would  affect  the  increase  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
present  site.  ''  Will  its  being  the  seat  of  Government  save  it  ?  " 
Most  certainly  !  with  the  advantages  it  possesses,  and  provided 
the  government  he  good. 

"  Bring  the  ships  to  our  doors  if  possible,  that  is  the  para- 
mount consideration — the  essential  ingredient  to  commercial 
and  colonial  prosperity."  I  deny  this  position,  especially  that 
it  is  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  in  its  first 
foundation ;  I  believe  that  the  present  site  of  the  capital 
admits  of  the  establishment  of  an  easy  and  cheap  communica- 
tion with  the  harbour,  and  half  the  energy  already  displayed 
by  the  settlers  will  serve  this,  whenever  the  growth  of  the 
colony  makes  it  essential  to  its  further  progress.  "  I  may  be 
told  that  this  is  a  controvertible  position.  Permit  me  to  settle 
the  point  by  referring  you  to  London,  Bristol,  Liverpool, 
Hull,  Dublin,  Newcastle,  Glasgow,  Cork,  the  most  of  the 
prosperous  cities  in  the  world — St.  Petersburgh,  Stockholm, 
Dantzic,  Copenhagen,  Gottenberg,  Hamburgh,  Amsterdam, 
Eotterdam,  Antwerp,  Havre,  Bordeaux,  Marseilles,  Genoa, 
Leghorn,  Trieste,  Constantinople,  Odessa,  Smyrna,  Alex- 
andria, the  Cape,  Madras,  Sincapore,  Bombay,  Calcutta,  and 
Canton,  what  are  they  but  commercial  emporiums."  True ! 
these  are  all  commercial  emporiums,  but  who,  excepting  Mr. 
Stevenson,  ever  expected  to  find  such  places  ready  formed  for 
us  in  Australia — we  must  take  what  is  offered.  However, 
let  us  proceed.  Could  any  one  on  coming  to  South  Aus- 
tralia, ever  think  of  bringing  up  as  matters  of  comparison, 
London,  Bristol,  Liverpool,  Hull,  Newcastle,  Glasgow,  Dublin, 
and  Cork,  British  ports  that  have  had  the  advantages  of  science 
for  several  ages ;  it  was,  however,  not  very  long  ago  that 
Glasgow  was  at  least  20  miles  from  its  sea  port ;  can  any  'one 
say  that  Glasgow  did  not  flourish  before  this  ?  London  and 
Liverpool  have  for  many  years  been  under  improvements  also, 
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and  even  now  no  large  ship  can  go  up  to  London,  and  were  it- 
not  for  the  numerous  expert  pilots,  under  the  directron  of  the 
Trinity,  and  the  masters  of  coasting  vessels,  who  know  the 
river  as  well  as  the  pilots  do,  no  ship  could  enter  the  Thames 
notwithstanding  buoys  are  laid  down  in  every  direction  with 
the  greatest  care  and  constant  attention ;  and  with  all  skill, 
activity,  and  precaution,  how  many  wrecks  are  there  yearly  on 
the  sands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  and  in  the  River  also  ; 
but  the  port  here  no  one  ever  attempted  to  put  into  comparison 
with  the  foregoing  mentioned  places,  must  be  decried  before 
the  writer  aud  his  set  knew  any  thing  about  it.  The  history 
of  commercial  towns  is  too  great  a  task  to  enter  into,  but  it 
may  be  found  that  many  of  the  most  flourishing  ones  have 
made  their  ports,  and  not  the  ports  the  towns.  Marseilles, 
Genoa,  and  Leghorn  are  made  harbours,  after  ages  of  labour 
and  expence.  Genoa  is  not  I  think,  complete  yet.  The 
Cape  I  know  nothing  of,  but  I  have  heard  most  lamentable 
accounts  of  shipwrecks  there :  and  as  to  Madras,  how  the 
writer  could  ever  talk  of  Madras  as  a  harbour  must  surprise 
every  one  that  knows  the  place.  "  Bring  the  ships  to  our 
doors."  If  a  ship  is  brought  to  your  doors  at  Madras,  she 
must  be  washed  up  there  by  the  surf  in  a  hurricane  !  Yet  I 
perfectly  agree  with  Mr.  Stevenson  that  all  these  are  commer- 
cial emporiums,  and  so  will  the  Port  of  Adelaide  be  at  much 
less  expence  than  any  of  them.  "  Look  to  the  flourishing 
cities  of  the  new  world,"  &c.  I  grant  all  this,  but  still  the 
Port  of  Adelaide  may  be  as  flourishing.  "  Nay,  examine  the 
locations  of  our  own  adopted  land,  and  tell  me  if  Sydney  or 
Hobart  Town,  or  Launceston,  have  risen  to  their  present  im- 
portance because  they  were  planted  on  good  land  rather  than 
on  the  verge,  and  in  many  instances  on  the  barren  and  inhos- 
pitable verge  of  the  ocean  ?  "  ^Vhat  reasoning  is  this  ?  Because 
these  places  have  risen  to  their  present  importance,  planted  on 
the  barren  and  inhospitable  verge  of  the  ocean,  why  should 
not  Adelaide  rise  to  importance,  being  planted  on  a  luxuriant 
plain,  and  connected  by  a  distance  of  only  six  miles  from  its. 
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port,  on  a  flat  where  carriages  of  any  description  could  run  at 
once  without  the  trouble  of  making  a  road  !  "  Let  those  who 
dispute  what  I  say  mention  the  name  of  a  prosperous  commer- 
cial city  seven,  or  six,  aye,  or  even  one  mile  distant  from 
navigable  waters  V  To  go  through  a  whole  list  of  towns, 
remote  from  navigable  waters  in  England,  would  now  be  a 
difficult  task,  but  let  us  answer  this  by  another  question  :  How 
many  towns  are  there  that  flourished  as  great  commercial 
towns  before  navigable  waters  existed  near  them  ?  many  of 
these  navigable  w^aters  are  canals  that  comparatively  are  of 
very  recent  date.  The  canal  at  Birmingham  was  commenced 
in  1768,  and  extended  in  1772.  Will  the  writer  say  that  no 
Town  in  England  ever  flourished  before  these  canals  were  cut  ? 
and  if  we  search  on  the  continent,  I  think  many  may  be  found 
without  navigable  waters.  "  The  dangers  which  surround 
Swan  River,  and  the  consequent  impediments  in  the  way  of 
direct  and  easy  communication  with  the  great  high  road  of 
nations,  constitute  one  of  the  most  fatal  obstacles  to  the  rapid 
and  unconstrained  expansion  of  that  colony,"  &c.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  dangers  which  surround  the  entrance  of  Swan 
River,  but  I  have  heard  more  complaints  of  the  want  of  good 
land  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  great  mischief  to  the 
colony  from  being  obliged  to  drive  flocks  so  many  miles  into 
the  interior,  I  think  as  much  as  70  or  80  miles.  In  the  com- 
mencement of  colonization  this  must  be  of  serious  consequence. 
It  is  also  reported  that  soon  after  the  landing  of  the  first  emi- 
grants, many  preferred  going  40  or  50  miles  into  the  interior 
to  obtain  good  land  rather  than  settle  near  the  capital.  The 
consequent  disasters  are  well  known.  Would  such  unhappy 
circumstances  have  happened  here  had  this  place  been  selected  ; 
I  should  say  certainly  not.  Who  would  lengthen  their  com- 
munication from  the  capital  to  such  a  distance  if  they  had 
found  sufficient  good  land  on  the  spot  ?  A  very  strange  idea 
has  been  formed  by  many,  that  a  good  port  is  the  only  re- 
quisite for  founding  a  colony.  If  such  be  the  fact  how  is  it 
that  Madras  should  be  so  populous  and  wealthy  ;  many  others 
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might  be  named.  "  If  experience  is  to  be  listened  to,  its  plain 
and  sound  advice  is  to  choose  the  seat  of  your  capital  by  the 
sea  shore."  But  a  few  sentences  back  the  writer  seemed  to  be 
contented  with  navigable  waters,  by  which  he  meant  rivers  or 
canals.  If  we  may  judge  by  the  places  mentioned,  now  it 
must  be  the  sea  shore.  But  suppose  on  the  sea  shore  you 
have  no  fresh  water,  or  fertile  land,  or  even  a  harbour  or  safe 
anchorage,  perhaps  the  writer,  after  trying  the  difficulties  of 
living  on  the  sea  shore  for  two  or  three  years,  might  find  out 
that  a  capital  is  more  likely  to  prosper  at  some  distance  from 
the  sea  shore,  where  he  could  in  the  first  four  or  five  months, 
have  vegetables  and  many  other  comforts. 

"  If  you  ask  me  what  is  to  be  done,  X  will  tell  you.  Call  a 
pubHc  meeting  of  the  landholders  and  their  representatives 
and  put  this  question  to  them  :  Will  you  rather  wait  a  few 
montlis  longer  for  a  choice  of  what  must  be  the  best  location, 
or  choose  at  once,  with  the  chance  of  finding  you  have,  by 
your  precipitation,  chosen  wrong."  To  answer  this  would 
only  be  repetition  of  what  I  have  before  said.  "  The  Commis- 
sioners have  no  other  interest  than  to  give  you  your  bargain  to 
the  fullest  extent,  if  you  will  give  them  time  to  look  out  the 
best  land  and  the  best  location  for  you.  The  prosperity  of 
the  colony  depends  on  your  being  amply  satisfied."  It  must 
certainly  have  been  the  wish  of  the  Commissioners  to  deal  in 
the  fairest  manner  possible  with  every  purchaser  of  land,  and 
for  that  reason  also  it  would  have  been  unjust  to  have  sent  out 
80  many  on  the  heels  of  the  Surveyor-General  if  they  had 
intended  every  part  of  our  boundary  should  be  minutely  ex- 
amined before  fixing  on  the  capital,  much  must  in  such  case 
be  left  to  judgment  and  circumstances,  and  whether  my 
judgment  has  been  wrong  or  not,  I  think  it  is  very  clear  that 
Mr.  Stevenson  was  not  the  person  to  direct  me  ;  besides,  more 
at  the  time  were  in  favour  of  my  decision,  than  against  it,  as 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  colony  depending  on  your  being  amfly 
satisfied.  Who  ever  heard  of  every  body  being  satisfied 
with  the  proceedings  of  one  man ;  I  should  have  been  a  much 
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greater  blockhead  than  the  writer  took  me  for,  to  suppose  any 
such  thing. 

"  The  desire  of  the  Commissioners  is  to  satisfy  you  amply. 
But  will  you  be  satisfied  of  having  chosen  your  town  sections 
at  Adelaide.  A  port  should  be  discovered,  so  situated  as  to 
command  the  trade,  the  wealth,  and  enterprize  of  the  colony  ?  " 
I  think  not.  This  port  I  was  quite  certain  from  the  infor- 
mation I  had  collected,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the 
coast  I  had  seen,  was  not  to  be  found.  The  harbour  we  have, 
is  superior  for  colonial  purposes  to  anything  that  could  be 
found  in  either  Encounter  Bay  or  Gulf  Spencer,  and  it  was 
useless  and  hurtful  to  the  colony  to  extend  the  search  further 
for  some  years  to  come.  The  Commissioners  themselves, 
seem  to  have  built  their  hopes  of  the  colony's  prosperity  on 
this  coast,  which  the  following  extract  from  my  instructions, 
will,  I  think,  clearly  show  : — "  As  far  as  the  imperfect  infor- 
mation already  possessed  enables  the  Commissioners  to  judge, 
the  district  between  Gulf  St.  Vincent  and  the  Murray,  or 
Lake  Alexandrina  (provided  a  good  harbour  can  be  found), 
appears  to  combine  the  requisite  advantages  in  the  highest 
degree.  This  district  is  sufficiently  central,  according  to  the 
report  of  Capt.  Sturt,  it  contains  abundance  of  highly  fertile 
land,  it  appears  well  supplied  with  water,  it  is  conveniently 
situated  for  intercourse  with  Nepean  Bay  and  Port  Lincoln, 
and  if  a  communication  should  be  discovered  between  Gulf  St. 
Vincent  and  Lake  Alexandrina,  the  river  Murray  and  its 
tributary,  would  afford  the  most  important  facilities  for  com- 
munication, not  only  with  the  interior  of  the  new  colony,  but 
also  with  that  extensive  portion  of  New  South  Wales,  which 
lying  to  the  west  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  is  practically  exclu- 
ded from  connection  with  the  eastern  ports."  Let  any  one 
read  the  foregoing,  and  say  whether  we  are  not  precisely  in 
the  position  pointed  out  by  the  Commissioners.  When  I 
looked  first  at  these  places,  and  the  termination  of  the  Mount 
Lofty  range,  I  was  quite  convinced  of  access  to  the  Murray 
and  Lake  Alexandria,  and  a  communication   from   the   eastern 
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side  of  Gulf  St.  Vincent  is  preferable  to  one  from  Encounter 
Bay. 

"  Adelaide  is  an  excellent  place  if  there  be  no  better,  but 
that  alternative  is  still  open  ;  no  one  will  venture  to  say  that 
he  is  fairly  entitled  to  judge  of  the  capabilities  of  a  coast,  the 
greater  part  of  which  at  the  moment  I  write,  is  altogether 
unknown." 

The  most  desirable  part  of  the  coast,  according  to  the  in- 
structions given  by  the  Commissioners,  was  known  and 
sufhciently  examined  to  warrant  the  location  here,  and 
at  the  time  the  writer  composed  this  letter,  he  had  no  idea 
of  the  country,  its  position,  or  fertility ;  many  complained 
before  they  landed,  and  Mr.  Strangways  was  violent  in  the 
abuse  of  it  without  even  knowing  where  it  was. 

"  A  representation  to  the  Resident  Commissioner  for  a  com- 
plete examination  of  the  coast,  previous  to  a  final  location, 
will  be  undoubtedly  listened  to." 

It  was  very  wisely  not  listened  to. 

"  At  all  events,  it  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  safely  or 
prudently  refused." 

Time  will  prove  that  had  this  measure  been  adopted,  it 
would  have  been  one  of  the  most  injurious  acts  possible  for 
the  welfare  of  the  colony. 

**  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  but  a  permanently 
advantageous  result  to  the  province  would  thereby  be  obtained. 
The  very  removal  of  all  doubt  or  question  as  to  the  superiority 
of  the  site  of  Adelaide,  would  be  a  benefit  as  obvious  as  it 
would  be  important.  The  energies  of  the  capitalists  would 
not  be  paralyzed,  nor  his  pockets  kept  closed  by  the  dread  of 
a  better  spot  being  discovered.  Every  one  of  us  would  go  to 
work  with  alacrity  and  pleasure,  conscious  that  we  w^ere  on 
the  spot  of  our  permanent  homes.  The  discontent  that  would 
eventually  follow  a  hasty  choice  is  appaling  enough,  and  in 
its  consequences  it  would  certainly  tend  to  retard  the  progress 
of  the  colony." 

If  it  were  necessary  to  remove  all  doubt  as  to  the  prosperity 
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of  the  site  of  Adelaide,  the  writer  would  infer  that  the  whole 
coast  of  our  province  should  be  first  examined  ;  to  do  this,  at 
least  two  years  were  necessary,  and  then  only  a  report 
brought  in  for  the  Governor's  decision  ;  for  it  is  easy  to  per- 
ceive that  this  was  the  ostensible  aim  of  the  letter.  This 
perhaps  would  occupy  three  or  four  months  more,  and 
add  to  this  two  or  four  months  before  the  town  acres  would 
be  ready.  The  emigrants  would  have  to  wait,  (where  ?) 
suppose  on  the  plains  at  Holdfast  Bay,  or  Port  Lincoln, 
where  the  energies  of  the  capitalist  might  be  paralyzed, 
with  his  pockets  kept  open  ;  aye,  even  by  the  dread  of  a 
better  place  being  found,  for  I  question  much  if  the  capitalists 
would  not  rather  take  the  land  they  were  on  than  move  them 
again  after  a  residence  on  it  of  at  least  two  years  and  a  half. 

"  Let  the  landholders,  therefore,  send  a  requisition  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  respectfully  to  request  he  will  sum- 
mon and  preside  at  a  public  meeting.  In  this  manner  the  sub- 
ject can  be  calmly  and  dispassionately  considered,  and  the  truth 
or  the  fallacy  of  the  opinions  I  hold,  may  be  ascertained." 

This  meeting  took  place,  and  the  result  will  be  seen  in 
another  page. 

"  On  the  part  of  the  Commissioners,  1  conceive,  there  is  but 
one  course  to  follow — to  wit,  to  suspend  all  further  proceed- 
ings at  Adelaide,  till  the  coast  be  examined.  To  despatch 
Col.  Light  And  the  surveyors  in  every  direction.  There  are 
ships  and  boats  enough  for  the  purpose,  and  when  the  coast 
is  completely  examined,  then,  but  not  before,  to  fix  the  site  of 
the    principal    city."      Dated    Glenelg,    27th    January,     1837. 

And  thus  this  letter  concludes  ;  perhaps  I  can  answer  the 
last  better  by  extracting  a  part  of  my  instructions. 

*'  Although  the  Commissioners  leave  the  decision  of  this 
important  question  entirely  in  your  hands ;  it  is  their  'desire 
that  should  his  Excellency  arrive  sufficiently  early  in  the 
colony  (  and  he  is  expected  at  Port  Lincoln  about  two  months 
after  you  reach  Nepean  Bay)  you  will  confer  with  him  on  the 
subject,   and  pay  due  regard  to  his  opinions  and  suggestions 
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without,  however,  yielding  to  any  influence  which  could  have 
the  eject  of  divesting  you  in  any  way  of  the  sole  respon- 
sibility of  the  decision." 

It  appears  by  this,  the  Governor  could  not  despatch  tm 
any  where,  nor  could  the  Governor  suspend  the  survey  with- 
out overstepping  his  prerogative  ;  and  if  anything  serious  had 
occurred  by  the  delay,  who  would  have  been  blamed  ?  / 
alone ;  for  I  was  not  allowed  to  be  influenced  even  by  the 
Governor,  so  as  to  divest  me  of  the  sole  responsibility. 

I  shall  now  go  on  with  this  meeting,  which  took  place  on 
the  10th  February,   1837. 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  &c.  &c. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, — We,  the  undersigned, 
being  purchasers  of  the  first  sections  of  land  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, or  their  representatives,  pray  that  your  Excellency  will 
call  a  public  meeting  of  the  landholders  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  the  site  proposed 
for  the  situation  of  the  capital  of  this  colony. 

And  in  doing  so  your  memorialists  would  respectfully  im- 
press your  Excellency  that  nothing  approaching  to  a  spirit  of 
opposition  actuate  them,  but  they  are  most  anxious  that  a 
question  of  such  importance,  and  upon  which  so  much  of  their 
prosperity  depends,  should  be  fully  and  fairly  considered  by 
those  whose  capital  has  called  this  colony  into  existence. 

And  your  memorialists  would  further  pray,  that  your  Ex- 
cellency, His  Majesty's  Representative  in  this  Province,  would 
be  pleased  to  preside  it  this  meeting  in  question. 

And  your  memorialists  will  ever  pray    . 
Glenelg  Plains,  2nd  February,   1837. 

Edward  Stephens,  J.P.  John  Hillett. 

T.  B.  Strangways,  J.P.  C.  G.  Everard. 

Bingham  Hutchinson,  J.P.      W.  Ward. 
A.  F.  Lindsay.  W^m.  Malcolm. 

In  compliance  with  the  foregoing  resolution  a  public 
meeting  was  called  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  at  the  command 
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of  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  held  at  Mr.  Stephens* 
Tent,  on  Friday  the  10th  February,  when  the  following  letter 
from  His  Excellency  was  read  by  G.  Stevenson,  Esq.,  his 
Private  Secretary  : 

H.  M.  S.  Bulfalo,  7th  February,   18S7. 

Gentlemen, — Having  complied  with  your  request  to  call  a 
public  meeting  of  the  landowners,  and  others  concerned,  to 
take  into  their  consideration  the  proposed  site  of  the  capital, 
I  regret  that  considerations  in  reference  to  the  course  I  may 
be  called  upon  to  pursue  as  Governor,  regarding  the  same 
subject,  will  prevent  my  presiding  at  the  meeting  in  question. 

I  trust,  however,  that  you  will  discuss,  calmly  and  dispas- 
sionately, and  without  the  least  personal  acrimony  (for  which, 
indeed,  there  is  no  shadow  of  ground)  the  import? nt  subject 
before  you,  and  that  especially  you  will  confine  yourselves  to 
the  consideration  of  what  is  really  practicable  under  existing 
circumstances. 

I  am  here  attending  to  the  proposition  in  a  printed  circular 
put  into  my  h-ands,  "  to  call  upon  the  Resident  Commissioner 
to  stay  proceedings  till  all  the  coast  be  surveyed."  Now,  gen- 
tlemen, however  sound  this  proposition  may  appear  theoreti- 
cally, or  however  true  it  may  be  that  it  would  have  been  better 
for  us  all  had  the  colony  been  properly  surveyed  a  year  before 
the  emigrants  left  England,  yet,  practically,  we  must  have 
nothing  to  do  with  such  considerations,  but  to  grapple  man- 
fully with  the  case  as  we  find  it,  and  not  to  conjure  up  difficul- 
ties that  will  lead  to  nothing  but  endless  discussion.  Do  not 
then,  gentlemen,  I  beg  of  you,  do  any  thing  to  retard  the 
survey, — that  would,  indeed,  be  ruin  to  many  ;  besides,  the 
comfort  and  even  health  of  the  colonists  depend  much,  after 
living  so  long  on  salt  provisions,  upon  raising  a  supply  of 
vegetables,  as  soon  as  possible,  scarcely  a  seed  is  yet  in  the 
ground,  nor  will  there  be,  I  much  fear,  till  you  find  yourselves 
upon  your  own  land.  Again,  therefore,  I  beg  of  you  do  not 
raise  the  question  of  delay,  but  rather  suggest  some  practical 
course  that  would  meet  the  common  sense  of  the  matter. 
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That  fjct  is  notorious,  and  I  have  not  attempted  to  conceal 
it  from  you  gentlemen,  that  I  have  already  done  so  myself. 

Seeing,  after  mature  consideration,  that  the  beautiful  site 
which  is  proposed  for  Adelaide,  would  certainly  give  rise  to 
objections  from  most  of  the  commercial  portion  of  the  com- 
munity to  taking  their  town  acres  so  far  from  the  Port,  I  sug- 
gested as  a  remedy  that  some  of  the  town  acres  should  be  sur- 
veyed near  the  harbour,  to  meet  the  views  of  those  who  con- 
sider proximity  to  a  hnding  place  of  the  first  importance ; 
some  such  arrangement  is,  I  confess,  the  only  course  that 
occurs  to  me  as  likely  to  meet  the  case.  If  recommended,  it 
will  be  doubtless  acceded  to  by  the  Resident  Commissioner, 
and  thus  satisfy  and  do  justice  to  all  parties,  and  crush  at  their 
birth  the  seeds  of  discontent,  dissatisfaction,  and  discussion, 
which  any  other  course,  I  plainly  foresee,  will  certainly  pro- 
duce. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Gentlemen, 
Your  very  humble  servant, 

J.  HINDMARSH, 

Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of 
His  Majeati/s  Province  of  South  Australia, 

It  was  proposed  by  C.  Mann,  Esq.,  Advocate-General,  and 
seconded  by  Edward  Stephens,  Esq.,  That  George  Stevenson, 
Esq.  should  take  the  chair,  when  the  following  resolutions 
were  proposed  : 

Moved  by  C.  Mann.  Esq.,  Advocate-General,  seconded  by 
T.  Gilbert,  Esq.,  Storekeeper, 

Ist, — That  those  only  who  in  their  own  right,  or  in  the 
right  of  others,  hold  land  orders,  or  receipts  for  them,  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  in  case  of  division  upon  resolutions,  or  amend- 
ments moved,  and  that  in  case  of  division,  the  names  of  per- 
sons voting  be  taken  down — Carried  unammously. 

Moved  by  John  Morphett,  Esq.,  seconded  by  the  Advocate- 
General, 

2nd, — That  each  party  voting  shall  have  a  separate  vote  for 
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•every   land   order   held   or   represented   by   him,    and    shall   be 
entitled   to  a  scrutiny. — Carried  unanimously. 

Moved  by  T.  B.  Strangways,  Esq.,  seconded  by  John 
Hallett,  Esq., 

3rd, — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the  site  at 
present  selected  for  the  chief  town  of  the  colony,  being  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  navigable  waters,  is  not  such  as 
they  were  led  to  expect  would  be  chosen. 

Upon  this  motion  considerable  discussion  took  place,  and 
two  letters  were  read  by  J.  H.  Fisher,  Esq.,  Colonial  Com- 
missioner. 1st, — A  letter  from  Wm.  Light,  Esq.,  Surveyor- 
Creneral,  authorized  by  His  Majesty's  Commissioners  for 
South  Australia,  to  select  the  site  of  the  first  town  : — 

Adelaide,  February  9,  1837. 

Sir, — I  have  received  your  letter  dated  the  6th  instant,  with 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Colonial  Secretary,  stating  that 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  considers  it  necessary  that  ]. 
should  report  to  the  Colonial  Government  forthwith  what  steps 
have  been  adopted  to  ascertain  the  capabilities  of  the  country 
now  under  survey,  &c.  &c.,  and  also,  that  after  my  report  of 
the  Harbour  Master's  opinion  that  he  would  take  in  the 
Buffalo,  still  His  Excellency  does  not  feel  himself  sufficiently 
warranted  to  proclaim  the  same  a  port  without  a  detailed  plan 
being  laid  before  him. 

I  beg  in  my  reply  to  state  that  this  plan  I  conceive,  in  the 
first  instance,  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Harbour  Master  to  make, 
not  only  because  it  is  more  especially  within  his  province,  but 
because  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  attend  to  the  survey  of  the 
town  and  harbour  at  the  same  time. 

The  steps  taken  to  ascertain  the  capabilities  of  the  country 
now  under  survey,  are  the  result  of  my  own  observations, 
which,  in  comparison  with  all  other  parts  I  have  seen  of  this 
eoast,  are  so  superior,  the  soil  so  good,  the  plains  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  so  extensive,  and  the  proximity  of  a 
plentiful  supply  of  excellent  fresh  water  all  the  year  round, 
the  probability  also  of  one  of  the  plains  extending  as  far  as 
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the  Murray  River,  or  very  near  it,  which  from  the  termination 
of  the  mountains  in  the  plains,  at  the  great  distance  they  do, 
I  have  every  reason  to  expect,  the  excellent  sheep  walks  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  the  easy  communication  with  the 
harbour  over  a  dead  flat  of  about  six  miles,  and  also  the 
beauty  of  the  country.  These  objects,  in  my  mind,  could 
admit  of  no  doubt  of  its  capabilities  for  a  capital. 

The  relative  position  of  the  town  is  about  N.  E.  by  E.  or 
E.  N.  E.  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  at  Holdfast  Bay,  and  the 
Harbour  from  Adelaide,  is  about  six  miles  N.  W.-  by  W. 
nearly. 

A  river  runs  close  by  the  front  of  the  town,  which  in  time 
can  be  made  navigable,  if  such  a  thing  be  necessary,  for  such 
ships  as  come  now  to  the  harbour,  and  connected  with  the 
harbour  by  means  of  a  canal ;  in  the  mean  time,  the  plain 
between  the  town  and  the  harbour,  is  so  level,  and  destitute  of 
every  hinderence,  that  carriages  of  every  description  can  at 
once  be  drawn  without  even  the  trouble  of  making  a  common 
road  ;  and  the  only  thing  wanted  is  to  construct  a  temporar}^ 
wooden  bridge  over  the  river  at  the  town  or  perhaps  half  a 
mile  from  it. 

The  harbour  is  good  and  safe  in  every  wind,  and  the  en- 
trance only  wants  buoying  down  to  make  it  easy  for  ships 
drawing  15  or  16  feet  water — and  in  time,  for  ships  of  more 
draught. 

There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  fresh  water  at  the  Harbour, 
which  is  the  principal  reason  for  not  fixing  on  that  as  the  site 
of  the  capital ;  but  in  time  water  may  be  conveyed  in  pipes,  or 
the  canal,  if  cut,  would  supply  it ;  and  as  soon  as  any  waggon 
or  other  carriages  are  established  between  Adelaide  and  the 
Harbour,  water  may  be  sent  down  every  morning,  and  the 
same  vehicles  return  with  goods  in  the  afternoon.  I  mention 
this,  as  the  present  means,  for  as  the  colony  advances,  the 
communication  will  improve. 

I  have  uow  further  to  state,  that  the  site  of  the  town  was 
not  determined  on  before  his  Excellency  the  Governor  appeal- 
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ed  in  person,  and  that  we  walked  together  to  look  at  it ;  and 
Mr.  Cock,  whom  the  Governor  brought  with  him,  expressed 
hie  opinion  that  no  commercial  town  could  be  built  except  at  a 
port  (an  opinion  I  beg  to  differ  from  )  ;  that  at  the  Governor's 
suggestion,  I  consented  to  remove  the  town  about  two  miles 
lower  down  the  river,  and  we  also  walked  together  to  that  spot, 
which  was  agreed  between  His  Excellency  and  myself  to  be  the 
site  :  but  on  examination  afterwards,  I  found  the  winter  tor- 
rents overflowed  the  banks  considerably,  I  therefore  returned  to 
the  site  first  selected,  and  same  few  days  after,  I  had  the  satis- 
faction to  hear  His  Excellency  approve  of  it  in  the  highest 
terms.  With  regard  to  the  harbour,  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  had  himself  examined  it  with  Mr.  Field,  and  he  had 
expressed  his  approbation  of  that  also,  with  the  site  of  the  town, 
at  the  Council,  on  the  19th  January,  (the  day  I  was  desired 
by  an  official  letter  from  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  attend), 
and  declared  then  that  the  only  point  on  which  His  Excellency 
differed  with  me  in  opinion,  was  of  the  anchorage  at  Holdfast 
Bay.  I  did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  make  any  further 
report  of  the  steps  that  had  been  adopted,  to  ascertain  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  country  now  under  survey. 

I  beg  moreover  to  add,  that  I  have  deferred  sending  in  any 
plans  of  the  country  or  harbour,  until  such  times  as  accurate 
ones  fit  for  public  inspection  can  be  drawn,  for  which  there 
has  not  been  sufficient  time  or  other  convenience,  but  they  are 
proceeding  with  all  possible  despatch. 

I    have    the    honor    to    be.    Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  LIGHT, 
To  the  Hon.  J.  H.  Fisher.  Surveyor  General, 

2nd. — A  letter  from  masters  and  owners  of  vessels  in  the 
Port  of  Adelaide  : — 

To  His  Excellency  Cavt.  John  Hindmarsh,  R.N.,  K.H., 
Governor  of  South  Australia. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency — We,  the  undersigned,  beg 
to  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  proof  which  our  safe 
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arrival  in  this  port  affords  of  its  eligibility  as  a  safe  retreat  for 
such  vessels  as  are  calculated  from  their  burden  to  trade  with 
the  colony  over  which  you  preside. 

At  the  same  time  we  beg  to  suggest,  not  merely  as  a  matter 
in  which  we  ourselves  are  deeply  interested,  but  as  one  on 
which  the  prosperity  of  this  new  colony  must  in  a  great  mea- 
sure depend,  the  propriety  of  removing  so  far  as  lies  in  your 
Excellency's  power,  one  serious  evil  under  which  we  at 
present  labour,  namely,  the  want  of  a  regular  supply  of  fresh 
water. 

We  understand  that  frequent  attempts  have  been  made  to 
procure  such  a  supply,  by  digging  of  wells,  but  that  these  have 
all  more  or  less  failed. 

The  only  alternative  now  left  us  (unless  assisted  by  your 
Excellency,  in  \]\o.  way  we  humbly  beg  to  propose)  is  to  em- 
ploy our  crews  in  carrying,  under  the  influence  of  a  scorching 
sun,  a  very  insuflicient  supply,  while  that  we  feel  in  duty  to 
ourselves  and  our  employers  that  they  should  be  engaged  in 
landing  tlie  cargoes  entrusted  to  their  care.  What  we  there- 
fore propose  is  this,  that  two  or  three  yoke  of  oxen  be  employ- 
ed daily  at  this  side  of  the  river  of  Adelaide  in  carrying  water 
from  thence  to  ships  in  the  port.  Such  an  arrangement  could 
not  only  render  the  harbour  such  a  one  as  every  seaman  would 
desire,  as  an  anchorage  for  vessels  of  our  burden  (300  tons) 
but  would  be  attended  with  the  double  advantage  of  ensuring 
to  the  colonists  an  early  receipt  of  their  property,  and  affording 
them  an  opportunity  of  conveying  it  to  the  intended  capital,  by 
means  of  their  return  waggons. 

With  every  good  wish  for  your  Excellency's  welfare,  and 
that  of  the  colony,  we  beg  to  remain  your  Excellency's  most 
obedient  and  humble  Servants, 

JOHN  DUFF, 

Commander  of  the  Africaine. 
ALEXANDER  FLEMING, 

Commander  of  brig  Wm.  HuU. 

After  which,   the   following   amendment   was   moved  to   the 
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third  resolution  by  E.  Wright,  Esq.  M.  D.,  and  seconded  by 
■O.  S.  Kingston,  Esq.,  Deputy  Surveyor, — 

That  this  meeting  considers  that  in  the  site  selected  by  the 
Surveyor  General  for  the  first  town,  he  has  secured,  in  a  most 
satisfactory  manner,  those  advantages  which  the  Commissioners 
and  the  first  purchasers  in  England  contemplated  as  essential, — 
a  central  point  in  the  province,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  safe 
and  improvable  harbour,  abundance  of  fresh  water  on  the  spot, 
and  of  good  land  and  pasturage  in  its  vicinity,  with  a  probable 
easy  communication  with  the  Murray,  Lake  Alexandrina,  and 
the  most  fertile  part  of  New  South  W^les,  without  fear  of  any 
injury  to  the  principles  of  the  colony,  from  too  near  an  approach 
to  the  confines  of  the  convict  settlement. 

Upon  a  division  taking  place,  the  numbers  were  as  follows  : 

For  the  amendment 218 

Against  it '. 127 


Majority  in  favor  of  amendment  . .     81 


Moved  by  B.  T.  Finniss,  Esq.,  Assistant  Surveyor,  and 
•seconded  by  the  Advocate  General, — 

4th — That  the  meeting  desires  most  earnestly  to  express  its 
convictions  that  the  colonists  may  proceed  in  the  immediate 
outlay  of  their  capitil  in  the  colony,  and  in  the  commencement 
or  furtherence  of  their  mercantile  or  agricultural  engagements, 
confident  that  the  doubts  thrown  upon  the  expediency  of  such 
exertions,  are  utterly  unfounded. — Carried  unanimously. 

Moved  by  E.  Stephens,  Esq.,  and  seconded  by  Bingham 
Hutchinson,  Esq., 

5th — That  it  is  the  opinion  of  tliis  meeting,  that  as  the  land 
•situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Harbour  will  speedily  be  avail- 
able for  commercial  purposes,  the  landowners  present  are  willing 
that  a  portion  of  the  one  thousand  town  acres  should  be  surveyed 
at  the  harbour. — Carried  unanimously. 

Moved  by  John  Brown,  Esq.,  Emigration  Agent,  'and 
.seconded  by  John  Morpbett,  Esq., 

6th^That  this  meeting  considers  that  the  Surveyor-General, 
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Wm.  Light,  Esq.,  has  most  ably  and  judiciously  discharged 
the  responsible  duty  assigned  to  him  by  the  Commissioners, 
and  is  fully  entitled  to  their  confidence  in  every  respect. — 
Carried  unanimously. 

Thanks  to  the  chairman  were  then  moved  by  E.  Wright, 
Esq.,  M.D.,  and  seconded  by  G.  S.  Kingston,  Esq.,  Deputy 
Surveyor, — And  carried  unanimously. 

Majority  on  Amendment  to  third  Resolution  : 

John  Morphett,  for  self  and  others 115 

J.    H.    Fisher,    Colonial    Commissioner,    for    self 

and  others   47 

J.  Brown,  for  self  and  others     19 

W.  H.  Neale,  for  self  and  others 10 

R.  Thomas,  for  self  and  others    5 

C.  G.  Everard  (requisitionist) 5 

Alfred  Hardy 4 

B.  T.  Finniss 2 

Wm.  Malcolm  (requisitionist)     

C.  Mann,  Trustee  for  the  Church    

8.  Blunden    

T.  Gilbert    

G.  8.  Kingston    

G.  Lewis     

L.  Powis    

D.  Wickham    

W.  Williams    

E.  Wright,  M.D 

218 
Minority  : 

G.  Stevenson,  for  His  Excellency  the  Governor  ...  5 

Ditto,  for  Captain  Lipson 2 

Ditto,  C.  W.  Stuart 1 

—  Richards,  for  Dr.  Morgan   1 

T.  B.  Strangways 16 

E.    Stephens,    for   S.    Stephens,    Colonial   Manager 

for  South  Australian  Company,  and  others 110 

^G.   Stevenson,   for   His   Excellency   the   Governor, 

for  Miss  Baguely 1 

Ditto  ditto,  for  Sir  R.  Dobson    1 

137 
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Land  Owners  present  but  not  voting : 
Y.    B,    Hutchinson    (requisitionist    and    seconder 

of  5th  resolution)    5 

J.    Hallett    (requisitionist    and    seconder    of    3rd 

resolution)    2 

W.  H.  Ward  (requisitionist)  3 

10 
Total  Land  Orders  represented  at  the  meeting  ....   365 

See  the  original  paper  sent  to  the  South  Australian  Gazette, 
but  afterwards  altered  by  them — "  Had  a  scrutiny  been  de- 
manded these  votes  could  not  have  been  allowed  upon  the  legal 
maxim  *  Delegatus  non  potest  delegare.'  " 

Of  this  meeting  there  is  no  occasion  to  make  further  re- 
mark than  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  the  Governor,  whose 
letter  to  the  requisitionists  would  lead  one  to  think  he  had  not 
known  of  any  such  intention,  but  it  is  well  known  that  the 
letter,  although  signed  Edward  Stephens,  was  written  by  Mr. 
Stevenson  the  Private  Secretary,  and  shewn  to  the  Governor 
previous  to  its  being  sent  to  the  press  ;  and  where  the  Governor 
begs  of  the  gentlemen  not  to  retard  the  survey,  his  name 
appears  by  proxy  in  the  minority  for  that  very  purpose. 

The  survey  and  staking  off  the  Town  Sections  were  com- 
menced on  the  11th  January,  1837,  and  finished  on  the  10th 
March ;  on  the  15th  a  meeting  took  place  to  decide  on  a 
method  for  drawing  the  Town  Sections ;  on  the  17th  the 
order  of  choice  was  determined  by  lot ;  March  23rd,  the 
preliminary  Town  Sections  were  chosen. 

March  27. — The  sale  of  the  remaining  town  acres  com- 
menced. 

March  28. — The  sale  finished. 

It  was  reasonable  to  expect  that  on  the  completion  of  the 
town  the  survey  of  the  country  sections  would  commence ;  but 
by  this  time  our  survey  labourers  had  become  a  different  set ; 
the  constant  taunts  and  jeerings  of  the  new  comers,  who  would 
not  work,   soon  produced   an  effect  on  them  also,   and  they 
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gladly  availed  themselves  of  the  least  defalcation  in  rations  to 
strike  work.  This  misfortune  became  daily  of  more  conse- 
quence as  the  increase  of  settlers  took  place.  The  demand 
for  every  kind  of  carriage  became  greater,  and  even  our 
small  survey  trucks  were  often  used  for  transporting  luggage 
from  Holdfast  Bay.  This  will  be  laid  hold  of  by  some  as- 
another  reason  for  abusing  the  site  of  Adelaide,  but  if  this  town 
had  been  placed  at  the  Harbour  more  carriages  would  have  been 
required  for  carrying  water  there,  and  "Ithough  some  felt  much 
inconvenience  from  being  many  days  without  their  goods,  the 
want  of  fresh  water  would  have  been  a  much  greater  evil.  The 
survey  labourers  were  several  days  either  wanting  rum,  biscuits, 
beef,  pork,  te  i,  sugar,  flour,  &c.  <fec.,  and  these  were  excuses  for 
knocking  dtf  work.  The  men  who  had  at  first  worked  without 
murmuring,  were  now  changed  by  the  jeers  1  before  alluded  to  ; 
they  were  called  by  many  of  the  new  comers  the  two  shillings 
a-day  slaves,  and  if  one  day  a  party  was  formed  to  commence 
the  survey,  the  next  was  sure  to  begin  by  the  absence  of  nearly 
all  of  them.  Their  complaints  had  much  truth,  they  had 
signed  articles  in  England  for  12s.  a  week  and  rations,  the 
same  in  quantity  as  allowed  in  H.  M.  navy,  and  they  were 
sometimes  many  days  with  hardly  any  thing  but  biscuit,  some- 
times not  that.  Had  there  been  no  difficulty  with  the  men 
we  could  not  have  detached  a  party  from  the  town,  as  not  a 
single  bullock  could  be  had.  The  tents  were  all  in  use  by 
emigrants  as  well  as  by  the  surveying  parties.  The  rations, 
which  came  up  from  Holdfast  Bay  in  small  quantities,  were 
delivered  almost  immediately,  not  only  to  those  entitled  to 
them  by  agreement,  but  also  to  the  emigrants,  who  had  no 
other  means  of  subsisting  than  from  the  Commissioners'  stores, 
and  the  remaining  part  of  the  twelve  months  stores  purchased 
m  England  for  the  use  of  the  survey  alone,  were  now 
shared  out  to  all.  Humanity  required  this  ;  but  the  consequence 
was,  a  cessation  of  work  and  an  apparent  neglect  of  duty  on 
the  part  of  the  Surveyor -General,  for  which,  of  course,  there 
were  many  quite  ready  to  abuse  him. 
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In  tlie  early  part  of  April  our  stores  were  better  supplied, 
and  a  party  was  formed  under  Mr,  Finniss,  who  commenced 
on  the  western  side  of  Adelaide,  with  the  Torrens  on  his  right, 
the  range  of  hills  to  the  left,  and  the  sea  in  front ; — and  soon 
after,  I  began  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river ;  difficulties  were 
continually  occurring  by  men  striking,  &c.,  and  mpny  days 
lost,  also  by  bad  weather.  During  this  period,  I  began  to  feel 
a  very  evident  change  in  my  health,  which  with  anxieties  of 
mind  wore  me  down  much,  and  I  was  obliged  to  neglect  many 
day's  working  in  consequence. 

It  being  determined  by  the  Colonial  Commissioner,  and 
urged  by  myself,  that  a  report  should  be  forwarded  to  the 
Commissioners  respecting  the  survey,  the  Rapid  was  con- 
sidered the  best  vessel  to  send  home,  and  preparations  accord- 
ingly made.  This  occupied  me  several  days  at  my  office,  in 
finishing  plans  and  making  up  the  ship  and  men's  accounts  ; 
we  were  also  at  this  time  often  interrupted  in  working,  by 
rain.  On  the  3d  of  June,  the  2nd  number  of  the  South  Aus- 
tralian Gazette  appeared,  in  which  a  purchaser  of  many 
sections  attacked  me  in  the  following  manner  . — 

To  the  Editor  of  the  South  Australian  Gazette. 
Sir. — Previous  to  quitting  England,  the  purchasers  of  land 
were  promised  on  their  arrival,  immediate  posession  of  their 
property — the  surveys  were  all  to  have  been  completed  and 
ready  for  choice.  We  have  now  been  in  South  Australia  for 
half  a  year  and  more,  waiting  with  our  servants  for  our  town 
acres  and  country  sections.  After  a  delay  of  several  months, 
the  town  acres  have  been  obtained  at  a  place  so  far  from  the 
sea,  that  it  costs  us  more  money  to  bring  our  goods  from  the 
beach  to  them,  than  from  England  to  the  beach.  This  is 
bad  enough,  but  what  I  desire  to  know  is,  when  are  our 
country  sections  to  be  had  ?  If  it  took  the  Surveyor  General 
and  his  staff  four  months  to  survey  1000  acres  for  the  town^ 
how  long  will  the  survey  of  437  acres  each,  equal  in  all,  allow- 
ing sufiicient   to   be   surveyed  for  choice  to   at  least   100,000 
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acres,  occupy  the  same  party  ?  That  is  the  question  I  wish 
you  to  answer  Mr.  Editor,  because,  if  the  rule  of  proportion  is 
followed,  I  may  go  home  for  a  few  years  and  still  be  back  in 
time  to  select  my  farm. 

I  have  heard  that  the  surveying  party  is  not  in  sufficient 
strength  to  do  the  work  allotted  to  it,  but  this  must  be  a  mis- 
take, for  it  is  so  well  provided  as  to  be  able  to  permit  the 
Deputy  Surveyor,  who  is  one  of  the  most  active  and  efficient 
of  the  party,  to  leave  his  duties  and  go  home  to  England.  Mr. 
Kingston,  I  understand,  returns  in  the  Rapid,  and  his  services 
of  course  are  lost  to  us  for  twelve  months,  at  the  very  time,  we 
think,  they  are  most  needed,  and  all  the  settlers  are  suffering 
from  want  of  their  land ;  but  as  you  editors  must  be  acquainted 
with  every  thing,  do  answer  my  question,  and  let  the  purcha- 
sers of  land  know  what  the  Surveyors  are  about,  and  in  what 
period,  how  many  months  or  years  hence,  we  may  expect  to 
be  in  a  condition  to  commence  operations  on  our  country 
sections. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

A  Purchaser  of  several  Sections. 

To  which  I  shortly  after  returned  the  following  answer, 
which  appeared  in  the  next  number  : — 

To  the  Editor  of  the  South  Australian  Gazette. 

Sir, — It  was  my  intention  never  to  notice  any  anonymous 
writings,  but  as  the  letter  which  appeared  in  your  Gazette 
signed  by  "  A  Purchaser  of  several  Sections,"  has  some  state- 
ments in  it  which  may  mislead  other  people,  I  shall  request 
your  insertion  of  this  reply. 

In  the  first  place  the  "  Purchaser  of  several  Sections  "  says 
that  it  took  the  Surveyor-General  and  his  staff  four  months  to 
survey  1000  acres.  The  first  line  of  this  survey  was  com- 
menced January  11,  and  for  nearly  a  month  only  Mr.  King- 
ston, Neale,  and  myself,  were  at  work,— Mr.  Finniss  and  his 
party  were  at  Rapid  Bay,  and  did  not  join  the  survey  till  the 
6th  or  7th  February,   and  the  whole  was  completed  by  the 
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10th  March,  therefore  it  would  have  been  better  for  the  "  Pur- 
chaser of  many  Sections  "  to  have  attended  more  strictly  to 
dates  before  he  made  such  an  assertion  ;  I  wish  to  know  whether 
he  ever  heard  of  any  town  or  village  being  planned  and  mapped 
down  in  the  same  space  of  time. 

He  complains  of  the  town  being  so  far  from  the  sea  that 
it  costs  him  much  more  to  bring  goods  from  the  beach  than 
it  did  from  England  to  the  beach  ;  and  yet  he  wants  to  have 
his  country  sections — which  would  perhaps  place  him  twenty 
miles  further ;  and  if  his  sections  were  ready  for  him,  I  very 
much  doubt  his  ability  to  occupy  them  for  the  next  year. 
He  is  very  angry  that  the  country  sections  are  not  surveyed  ; 
is  he  not  one  of  those  who  approved  of  the  letter  signed  Ed. 
Stephens,  requesting  the  Governor  to  suspend  the  survey  here, 
and  to  dispatch  the  Surveyor-General  and  his  assistants  in 
every  direction  in  search  of  some  other  place  ?  With  regard 
to  his  observations  on  the  surveying  party,  and  Mr.  Kingston's 
return  to  England,  I  shall  make  no  reply  ;  but  my  office  has 
been,  and  is  at  all  times,  open  to  any  one,  and  I  have  never 
refused  to  answer  any  questions  put  to  me  about  the  surveys, 
nor  hesitated  telling  my  reasons  for  the  line  of  operations  I 
have  pursued. 

I  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  LIGHT. 

I  did  not  say  more,  because  I  hate  and  abominate  anonymous 
writers,  and  because  I  did  not  wish  to  waste  my  time  in  help- 
ing to  fill  the  columns  of  the  South  AustraUan  Gazette ; 
otherwise  I  might  have  added,  that  as  the  "  Purchaser  of  many 
Sections  "  threatened  to  go  home  for  a  few  years,  it  is  a  pity 
he  did  not— no  one  would  have  felt  the  loss  ;  besides  which, 
he  might  have  employed  himself  a  little  in  studying  the  rule 
of  proportion.  I  may  now,  also,  notice  a  remark  of  the 
Editor's,  which  I  would  not  do  before  for  the  reason  alleged  : 
*'  We  gladly  insert  the  Surveyor-General's  correction  of  our 
correspondent's  error  with  regard  to  the  length  of  time  actually 
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occupied  in  the  survey  of  the  town  acres,  and  we  must  add  for  j 

our  parts  that  we  are  quite  satisfied,  taking  the  real,  not  the  \ 

numerical  strength,  of  the  surveying  party  into  consideration,  | 

that  no  time  has  been  lost.      We  wish,   however.   Col.   Light  \ 

had  gone  a  little  further,   and  answered  the  only  important  ! 

question  put  to  him  by  our  correspondent,   namely,   **  When  j 

are  our  Country  Sections  to  be  had."  ] 

I  had  said  that  my  office  was  open  at  all  times,  and  that  1  ! 

was  willing  there  to  answer  any  questions  ;  then  why  did  not  i 

the  "  Purchaser  of  many  Sections  "  apply  to  me  openly,  either  ] 

in  person,   or  by  a  letter  signed  with  his  own  name  ?     But  '. 

the  editor  evidently  put  this  question  to  draw  me  into  a  corres-  | 

pondence,    in    which    he    failed.      He    then    quotes    a    passage  ] 

from   the   report   of   the    Commissioners   to    Parliament.      The  . 

strongest  part  of  the  quotation,  is  this, — "  Had  any  considera-  < 

ble  numbers  of  settlers  sailed  with  the  surveying  expedition,  ; 

they   must   upon   arriving   in   the    Colony   have   remained   on  I 

board  unemployed,   impatient   and  dissatisfied   at  losing   their  , 

time,  their  capital,  and  perhaps  their  health,  while  the  survey  i 

was  in  progress."      And  yet  the  editor  was  also  an  advocate  j 

for   suspending  the   survey  here   until  the  whole   of  our  coast  ' 

should  have  been  examined  ;  what  in  tbat  case  would  have  . 

become  of  the  unhappy  settlers,  who  might  arrive  and  be  told  ] 

they  must  wait  two  years  more  before  they  could  be  landed  ;  , 

they  must  have  gone  away  in  the  ships  they  came  out  in,  for  ; 

these  vessels,  chartered  to  bring  them  here,  would  never  have  j 

remained  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  editor's  wishes.  j 

In  the  third  number  of  the  same  Gazette  appears  an  article  ' 

under  the  head  of  Boston  Bay.      This  is  worth  noticing,  for  i 

the  side  hits  it  makes  to  throw  a  slur  on  my  proceedings.  ^ 

BOSTON   BAY.  ' 

"  We  have  been  favoured  with  a  copy  of  the  following  de- 
claration made  by  Capt.  Mitchell  before  one  of  the  magistrates 

of  the  Province,   regarding  the  harbour.      As  no  information  ' 

of  the  proceedings  of  the  Surveying  party  has  been  commu-  J 
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nicated  to  the  public  here,  we  are  ignorant  whether  Boston 
Bay  has  been  examined  or  no.  We  have  no  hesitation,  liow- 
ever,  in  vouching  for  the  correctness  of  Capt.  Mitchell's  state- 
ment regarding  that  place. 

"  '  Phillip  Mitchell,  master  of  the  barque  Tarn  O'Shanter,  at 
present  lying  in  the  Creek  in  St.  Vincent's  Gulf,  declared,  that 
he  had  arrived  about  the  23rd  of  July  last  off  Kangaroo  Island, 
in  search  of  the  said  ship,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  com- 
mand of  her ;  but  not  having  discovered  the  settlement  in 
Nepean  Bay,  and  having  been  informed  by  the  master  of  the 
sloop  Mary  Anne,  whom  they  fell  in  with  in  Nepean  Bay, 
that  the  sloop  had  been  two  days  in  search  of  the  settlement, 
and  that  they  could  not  find  it  out,  declarant  proceeded  to 
Port  Lincoln  in  Spencer's  Gulf,  to  endeavour  to  find  his 
vessel,  as  that  was  the  port  he  was  authorised  to  proceed  to. 
That  declarant  examined  the  harbour  in  various  places  on  the 
northern  shore.  Declarant  considers  Port  Lincoln  one  of 
the  finest  harbours  in  the  world,  and  the  safest  and  easiest  of 
access  that  he  has  ever  been  into.  The  largest  ship  in  the 
Navy  could  easily  beat  in  at  any  time,  and  under  any  circum- 
stances, and  anchor  in  fifty  different  places,  with  safety  from 
all  winds. 

"  '  Declares  that  after  searching  and  examining  the  harbour 
to  its  head,  and  not  finding  the  barque,  returned  down  by 
Boston  Island,  on  which  were  the  people  landed  from  the 
schooner  the  Aheona,  in  which  vessel  declarant  was  a  passen- 
ger, for  the  purpose  of  cutting  grass  for  the  stock  on  board, 
and  in  a  day  they  cut  two  tons  or  thereabouts  of  what  is  com- 
monly called  Kangaroo  grass,  of  which  the  horses,  cattle,  and 
sheep  on  board  were  very  fond,  which  they  eat  in  preference 
to  the  hay  on  board  the  schooner.  Declarant  then  proceeded 
through  Boston  Bay,  to  the  northern  shore  thereof  on  the 
main  land,  in  search  of  a  watering  place  known  to  a  gentleman 
on  board,  of  the  name  of  Demster,  who  is  now  a  settler  in  Swan 
River,  which  he  found  immediately,  and  it  proved  to  be  a 
spring  that  enabled  us  to  fill  twenty  tons  of  water,  and  getting 
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it  all  on  board  the  schooner  in  one  day  ;  with  a  stronger  party  i 
one  hundred  tons  would  have  been  as  easily  procured.  De-'| 
clares  that  any  depth  of  water  for  anchorage  can  be  chosen,  I 
and  that  within  a  warp'e  length  from  the  shore  ;  the  schooner 
lav  in  about  three  fathoms,  and  hauled  the  water  casks  on 
board.  The  water  was  excellent,  and  the  land  is  a  beautiful  i 
black  mould,  intermixed  with  limestone,  apparently  capable  ] 
of  producing  every  sort  of  crop.  The  timber  is  sufficiently 
plentiful,  both  for  ornamental  and  building  purposes,  and  \ 
about  a  mile  from  the  beach  it  is  much  more  abundant.  That 
declarant  remained  in  Boston  Bay  for  three  or  four  days, 
during  whiah  time  he  was  much  on  shore  examining  the 
country,  and  the  impression  of  declarant  is,  that  the  land  is 
all  fine,  and  that  after  passing  the  first  belt  of  trees,  there  is 
a  great  extent  of  excellent  land,  fit  for  pasturage  or  grazing — 
from  all  appearances,  there  seems  to  be  an  excellent  supply 
of  water,  as  they  saw  numerous  flocks  of  wild  geese  and  herds 
of  Kangaroos.  Declares,  that  there  is  a  reef  which  runs  from 
the  north-east  part  of  Boston  Island  to  the  main  land,  covered 
at  high  water,  and  separating  Boston  Bay  into  two  good  har- 
bours ;  the  westernmost  being  the  largest  and  best,  having  its 
entrance  from  the  westward,  rounding  Boston  Island.  Decla- 
rant saw  no  natives,  but  fires  in  the  land  at  some  distance 
were  numerous.  Declares  that  he  has  been  at  Sydney,  Van 
Diemen's  Land,  King  George's  Sound,  and  examined  the 
land  in  these  places,  and  that  compared  to  all  else  in  these 
places,  as  well  as  the  present  location  at  Glenelg,  the  Creek, 
and  Adelaide,  in  South  Australia,  the  declarant  prefers  Boston 
Bay,  as  well  for  commercial  as  agricultural  purposes.  De- 
clares, that  as  far  as  his  judgement  goes,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
of  the  superiority  of  Boston  Bay  over  the  other  places  he  has 
examined,  and  in  declarant's  belief  it  would  only  require  to 
be  seen  by  any  settler,  to  decide  him  to  fix  his  location  there  : 
and  declares  this  to  be  all  true.'  " 

I  think  no  one  can  read  this  without  seeing  that  the  inten- 
tion of  the  editor  was  to  create  discontent  among  the  colonists, 
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'at  the  selection  being  made  here.  Let  us  look  a  little  closer 
into  this  declaration,  made  by  Capt.  Mitchell  before  one  of 
the  Magistrates  of  the  Province,  of  which  the  editor  says  he 
had  been  favoured  with  a  copy.  Capt.  Mitchell  declared  to 
others  after  this  publication,  that  he  mentioned  Port  Lincoln 
in  common  conversrtion  only,  to  Mr.  Stevenson  and  one  or 
two  others,  and  that  at  the  time  he  did  not  know  Mr.  Steven- 
son  was  a  magistrate  :  therefore  this  copy  with  which  he  had 
been  favoured,  must  have  been  Mr.  Stevenson's  own,  for  there 
was  no  other  magistrate  present.  Besides  would  not  any  one 
suppose,  that  this  statement  of  Capt.  Mitchell's  had  been  made 
in  the  manner  usually  adopted  for  magisterial  purposes  ?  I 
am  net  acquainted  with  such  matters,  but  when  I  read  "  decla- 
rant says  this,"  and  "  declarant  says  that,"  &c.  it  struck  me 
Capt.  Mitchell  had  done  so  ;  but  as  I  have  just  remarked, 
Capt.  Mitchell  says  he  only  mentioned  it  in  common  conver- 
sation, not  even  knowing  Mr.  Stevenson  was  a  magistrate,  and 
Capt.  Mitchell  moreover  said  the  whole  was  exaggerated  ;  he 
did  not  say  this  to  me,  for  I  never  saw  him  that  I  know  of, 
but  I  have  been  told  so  by  those  to  whom  he  did.  As  to  the 
description  of  Boston  Bay  and  Port  Lincoln,  I  shall  say  no- 
thing, except  that  I  differ  very  much  in  opinion,  and  time 
will  prove  whose  judgement  is  best ;  one  would  imagine  that 
the  beautiful  black  mould  was  of  great  extent,  and  came  close 
to  the  water.  I  saw  nothing  but  high  rocky  hills  whose  bases 
extended  to  the  water's  edge,  except  in  Boston  Bay  and  the 
head  of  Port  Lincoln  ;  in  the  former  there  is  a  sandy  beach, 
but  from  that  the  hills  commenced  their  elevation  ;  at  the  latter 
there  is  a  sort  of  ampitheatre  of  perhaps  four  miles  in  circum- 
ference, and  fresh  water  in  little  pools,  the  drainings  from  the 
mountains,  but  I  should  say  that  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter 
to  get  1000  acres  of  good  soil  there  ;  however  as  our  judgment 
differ,  so  might  our  eyes,  which  are  generally  the  guiding  stars 
to  that  judgment ;  I  am  also  told  that  at  the  time  this  statement 
was  made  by  Capt.  Mitchell,  that  he  had  not  seen  the  creek, 
and  knew  nothing  of  Adelaide,  except  being  there  for  an  hour 
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or  two  one  evening.      How  does  this  accord  w^ith  the  concluding  : 
part  of  the  statement.      I  believe  the  whole  to  be  garbled  up 
by  the  editor,  to  suit  his  own  malicious  views.  j 

Let   us   suppose    any   gentleman   in    Enghnd    or    elsewhere,  ; 
meeting  with  a  captain  of  a  ship  on  his  return  from  foreign  | 
countries, — that  the  captain  described  to  him  the  nature  of  the  I 
countries  he  had  seen — would  this  gentleman  ask  the  captain 
to  declare  before  a  magistrate  that  all  he  had  been  relating 
was  true  ? — The  reader  may  draw  his  own  inference  from  this.  | 

June  5. — The  Rapid  sailed.  From  this  to  the  13th,  change-  j 
able  weather,  and  frequent  rains.  The  Colonial  Commissioner  , 
being  about  to  proceed  to  Encounter  Bay,  asked  me  to  accom- 
pany him,  which  I  readily  assented  to,  that  I  might  see  that  , 
part  of  the  country,  now  that  our  country  survey  had  partly  | 
commenced,  and  as  we  expected  the  journey  would  be  per- 
formed in  seven  or  eight  days,  much  time  would  not  be  lost  to  j 
the  service,  particularly  as  I  had  instructed  my  men  in  fixing  i 
several  stations  with  flags  during  my  absence.  | 

We  left  Adelaide  on  the  14th  of  June,  in  the  afternoon,  I 
to  rest  the  first  night  at  Glenelg,  in  order  to  furnish  ourselves  , 
from  the  stores  there  with  any  necessary  that  might  be  for-  : 
gotten  at  first  starting,  and  also  to  supply  blankets  to  the  , 
marines  of  our  party  that  had  none.  Our  party  consisted  of  \ 
Mr.  Fisher,  Colonial  Commissioner,  Mr.  Morphett,  myself, 
a  sergeant,  corporal,  and  eleven  privates.  The  object  of  this 
expedition  is  not  within  my  province  to  mention.  We  had  j 
not  proceeded  far  before  gloomy  heavy  weather  appeared,  and  j 
the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  which  lasted  the  whole  night.  At  ' 
Glenelg,  Mr.  S.  Hack  joined  our  party.  t 

June   15. — Detained   all  day  at  Glenelg,   in  consequence  of  ■ 
one  of  the  bullocks  having  strayed.      The  weather  was  cloudy 
and  pleasant  all  day,  but  the  night  was  very  squally. 

June  16. — Early  part  very  squally  and  rainy ;  some  of  the 
bullocks  being  so  wild,  we  could  not  make  a  start  much  before 
11  A.  M.  At  4  P.  M.  we  arrived  at  a  beautiful  valley,  where 
we  encamped  for  the  night;  the  country  and  soil  altogether 
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adapted  for  grazing  or  agriculture  ;  the  whole  distance  was  not 
more  than  ten  or  eleven  miles.  Our  party  was  too  numerous, 
and  the  cars  too  heavily  loaded  for  a  journey  in  the  rainy  season. 
Close  to  our  tents  was  a  little  stream  of  water,  which  in  summer 
is  no  doubt  dry  ;  but  a  little  below  there  was  a  pool  formed  by 
rocks;  and  the  water  in  it  some  depth,  which  I  should  think 
must  have  a  supply  throughout  the  year, — but  digging  in  the 
bed  of  the  stream  for  a  short  depth  would  no  doubt  give  water 
in  the  dryest  season.  We  had  heavy  rain  with  thunder  and 
very  vivid  lightning  all  night. 

June  17th. — In  consequence  of  the  bullocks  being  so  un- 
manageable on  the  preceding  day,  and  a  defect  in  one  of  the  cars, 
we  were  obliged  to  remain,  and  Mr.  Hack  volunteered  to  go  back 
to  Adelaide  for  other  bullocks  and  a  larger  car.  Mr.  Fisher, 
Mr.  Morphett,  and  myself  took  this  opportunity  of  examining 
the  valley  ;  we  found  it  running  up  to  the  eastward,  into  the 
ranges  from  Mount  Lofty,  with  fine  grass,  and  beautifully 
wooded,  at  the  same  time  shewing  evident  signs  of  water  being 
very  little  below  the  surface  ;  it  was  then  well  supplied  with 
it  above,  but  the  frequent  heavy  rains  was  the  cause  of  this. 
We  were  caught  in  a  thunder  storm  with  vivid  flashes  of  light- 
ning, and  returned  to  our  tents  after  four  hours  walking, 
well  drenched. 

June  18th. — While  waiting  for  the  bullocks  from  Adelaide, 
the  Colonial  Commissioner,  Mr.  Morphett,  and  myself,  walked 
■down  the  valley,  which  soon  became  a  deep  gulley  with  rocky 
banks ;  at  1  p.  m.  Mr.  Hack  returned,  and  shortly  after 
another  set  of  bullocks,  with  a  large  car ;  but  after  some  con- 
sideration, we  thought  it  better  to  proceed  with  a  smaller 
number,  and  send  all  the  marines  back,  taking  with  us  one 
-of  the  small  cars  with  only  a  pair  of  oxen. 

June  19. — The  marines  and  the  heaviest  part  of  the  equi- 
page were  sent  back,  and  we  started,  ascending  at  first  a  very 
gradual  hill,  and  traversing  afterwards  through  a  most  rich 
and  beautiful  country,  and  encamped  on  the  banks  of  the 
Onkaparinga  river,  in  a  most  delightful  little  spot. 
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June  20th.— As  the  ford  close  to  our  camp  was  so  bad  for 
the  bullock  car,  we  determined  on  remaining  one  day  here, 
and  riding  some  distance  up  the  river  to  see  if  any  better  could 
be  found,  not  for  our  own  convenience  now  only,  but  for  any 
future  communication  in  this  direction  by  carriages.  On 
ascending  we  found  it  more  difficult,  and  having  gone  about 
three  miles,  when  the  gulley  became  more  narrow  and  precipi- 
tous, we  rode  down  towards  the  sea  to  look  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river ;  the  bar  across  the  mouth  is  only  passable  for  boats 
at  high  water,  and  then  only  in  fine  weather  ;  and  I  then  saw 
it  was  the  same  place  which  Mr.  Pullen  had  been  sent  to  look 
at,  from  the  Ra'pid,  on  the  10th  of  October,  when  he  reported 
having  seen  a  wide  river  running  some  way  inland,  but  the 
surf  so  bad  that  he  was  nearly  upset  in  the  gig.  The  river  is 
notwithstanding,  nearly  three  miles  from  the  sea,  a  beautiful 
one,  full  one  hundred  yards  wide,  and  very  often  more,  with 
deep  water,  and  we  found  the  water  at  ebb  tide  fresh  to  within 
a  mile  of  the  sea,  and  the  country  is  not  only  beautifully 
picturesque,  but  rich  in  soil.  I  have  seldom  seen  a  place 
more  inviting  than  this,  and  I  have  no  doubt  some  future  time 
will  form  a  country  town  here  of  considerable  consequence. 
Having  failed  in  finding  another  ford,  we  shoved  the  empty 
car  into  the  middle  of  the  stream,  which  was  at  this  part  very 
narrow,  and  made  a  bridge  of  it  for  handing  every  thing  to 
the  opposite  shore,  and  then  drove  the  cattle  through  the 
stream. 


I  must  here  leave  of!  my  statement  from  dates  and  notes, 
for  my  cottage  being  burnt  to  to  the  ground  on  the  22nd  of 
January  last,  and  the  continuation  of  my  journal  with  it,  I 
can  only  add  from  recollection,  and  answer  Mr.  Stevenson's 
attacks  in  the  South  Australian  Gazelle,  as  they  appeared. 


Reprinted  verbatim  et  literatim  by  R.  E.  E.  Rogers,  Government  Printer, 
Adelaide,  for  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  of  Australasia,  South 
Australian  Branch,  Adelaide,  1910. 
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PREFACE.        — 


The  original  edition  of  the  ''Brief  Journal"  of 
Colonel  lyight,  published  in  Adelaide  in  1839,  is  out  of  print 
and  very  rare. 

With  the  valuable  assistance  of  Mr.  R.  E.  E-  Rogers,  the 
Government  Printer,  under  the  authority  of  the  Hon.  F.  S. 
Wallis,  M.L.C.,  Chief  Secretary,  the  Council  of  this  Society 
is  enabled  to  include  in  Volume  XI.  of  its  proceedings  a 
word  for  word  and  line  for  line  reproduction  of  Colonel 
lyight's  Journal  from  a  copy  kindly  lent  to  the  Society  by 
Mr.  Geo.  G.  Mayo,  whose  father  was  an  intimate  friend  of 
Colonel  Light. 

The  thanks  of  the  Council  are  also  due  to  the  Officers 
of  the  Public  Library  Board,  Adelaide,  for  assistance  in 
searching  the  records  in  the  Library  and  for  allowing  copies 
of  illustrations  to  be  made  from  the  volumes  "Sicilian 
Scenery"  and  ''Views  of  Pompeii."  The  Officers 
of  the  Mitchell  Library,  Sydney,  have  kindly  supplied 
a  photo  of  an  original  order  issued  by  Colonel  Light 
for  payment  of  wages  of  Survey  Labourers  in  Adelaide  in 
March,  1837.  Acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  Messrs. 
W.  W.  Weidenbach  and  C.  W.  Priest,  Jun.,  for  photos  and 
documents  recently  obtained  by  them  in  Penang  and  Singa- 
pore, relating  to  the  life  of  Captain  Francis  Light,  the 
Founder  of  Penang  and  father  of  Colonel  Light. 


Mr.  J.  C.  Jacob,  of  Moororoo,  has  also  kindly  allowed  a 
copy  to  be  made  of  the  historic  letter  from  Colonel  Light  to 
his  uncle,  Mr.  William  Jacob,  dated  5th  October,  1838. 

The  Proprietors  of  The  Register  have  generously  allowed 
the  use  of  the  illustrations  '*  Colonel  Light  "  (frontispiece)^ 
and  the  "New  and  Old  Monuments,  Light  Square"  (pp. 
154,  156)  ;  and  the  Director  of  Education  has  also  provided 
the  illustration  of  the  "Statue  in  Victoria  Square"  (p.  166). 
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A  Biographical  Sketch  of 

COLONEL    WILLIAM    LIGHT, 

The   Founder  of  Adelaide. 


CHAPTER  I. 

PARENTAGE  AND  EARLY  YEARS. 

The  date  of  Colonel  William  Light's  birth  is  at  present 
nnknown.  So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  his  father  Captain 
Francis  Light  did  not  have  the  event  duly  recorded,  or  if  he 
did  it  is  still  in  obscurity. 

Mo*.  A.  Francis  Steuart  states  that  Colonel  Light  was  bom 
in  Malaya — possibly  at  Salang— about  1785  (but  the  year  of 
his  birth  is  uncertain.  It  has  been  variously  stated  as  1785  and 
1788).  He  was  the  older  of  the  two  sons  of  Captain  Francis 
Light,  the  Governor  of  Penang,  and  of  Martina  Rozells,  the 
"Princess  of  Quedah"  of  the  earlier  writers,  whose  Portuguese  or 
Eastern  descent  has  been,  and  still  remains,  so  diflScult  a  genea- 
logical knot  to  unravel.* 

Since  the  publication  of  the  valuable  and  interesting  little 
work  just  quoted,  Mr.  Steuart  has  contributed  an  article  to  "The 
Asiatic  Quarterly  Review"  of  January,  1905,  which  contains  ex- 
tracts from  a  very  scarce  pamphlet  written  by  Captain  Elisha 
Trapaud,  and  published  in  London  in  1788.  As  Captain  Trapaud 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  present  at  the  foundation  of  the  settle- 
ment of  Penang,  or  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  in  1786,  his  statement, 
written  during  Captain  Light's  lifetime,  should  be  trustworthy- 
He  says: — "The  island  (Penang)  is  between  thirty  and  foi-ty  miles 
in  circumference,  and  was  given  by  the  King  of  Quedah  to  Cap- 
tiiin  Light,  a  gentleman  in  the  India  Marine  Service,  who  has 
resided  a  long  time  amongst  the  Malays,  and  speaks  their  langu- 
age perfectly.  He  had  assisted  the  above  Prince  in  quelling 
some  troubles  in  his  dominions,  who  in  return  bestowed  on  him 

•  A  short  sketch  of  the  lives  of  Francis  and  William  LiRht.  the  founders  of 
Penang  and  Adelaide,  with  extiacts  from  their  journals  by  A.  Francis  Steuart, 
Advocate,"  with  three  illustrations.    London,  1901.      (p.  42.) 
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a  Princess  of  the  blood  in  marriage,  together  with  this  island  as 
her  dower.  Captain  Light,  who  is  extremely  well  beloved 
jimongst  the  Malays,  chose  to  marry  the  Princess  according  to 
the  fashions  of  her  own  country."  Then  follows  a  descriptive 
account  of  the  mode  of  courtship  and  marriage  as  practised  at 
that  time  by  the  Malays  of  Quedah,  but  Captain  Trapaud  does 
not  venture  to  say  that  the  same  ceremonies  were  observed  at 
the  marriage  of  Captain  Light  ^^ith  the  Malay  Princess. 

As  bearing  upon  the  age  of  Colonel  Light,  Mr.  H.  M.  Doughty 
in  his  recently  published  "Chronicles  of  Theberton  Hall,"^  quotes 
the  following  interesting  letter  from  Captain  Light  to  Mr.  George 
Doughty  dated  11th  September,  1792. 

"DEAR  GEORGE — Trusting  to  the  sincerity  of  our  long 
friendship,  and  your  genuine  goodness  of  heart,  without  waiting 
for  permission,  I  have  consigned  one  of  my  children  to  your  care 
and  authority.     .     .     .     *He  is  now  six  years  of  agef  .     .     I 

shall  take  care  to  send  you  supplies  of  cash  as  well  for  the  boy's 
maintenance,  as  the  purchase  of  Goldsberry  Farm,  (sic.)  Waltf  says 
it  is  so  contiguous,  that  I  have  a  longing  desire  to  become  the 
owner  of  it,  so  make  sure  of  it,  I  shall  then  think  of  returning 
in  good  earnest.  .  .  .'  'Next  year  another  warm  letter — I  have 
consigned  my  son  William  to  your  care.  The  writer  further 
explained  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  send  the  money  for  the 
purchase  of  Goldsbury's  farm,  the  expenses  of  his  Governorship 
being  twice  the  amount  of  his  salary — 'Dear  George'  he  concluded 
give  ten  thousand  wishes  to  your  wife,  daughter  and  sisters,  and 
tell  them  I  am  never  so  happy  as  when  I  am  thinking  of  them. 
Adieu  my  dear  friend,  continue  to  plough  your  fields  it  is  a 
thousand  times  preferable  to  governing."  Captain  Light  died 
in  1794. 

"William  Light's  youth  Mas  spent  at  Theberton  Hall  and 
at  Martlesham  Hall  an  estate  of  Mrs.  Dought3%  'a  most  amiable 
lady,'  who  after  her  husband's  death  in  1798  acted  as  guardian 
of  the  boy.    His  after  life  was  a  romance."K 

However  desirable  it  is  to  record  the  parentage  of  Colonel 
Light  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  reliable  data  available  at 
the  present  time  to  determine  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
mother  of  Colonel  Light  was  a  Princess  of  Quedah  or  a  Portu- 

-n  5«.l'^"**^-^*  °^  Theberton.  a  Suffolk  villase.  by  Henry  Montagu  Doughty,  with 
Si  ^^^u*°"^imV^  "i?*^  ^^r^A^  «^^'^-  W.  W.  Skeat.  Litt.  D..  with  illustrations 
and  niap»-MacMillan   &  Co.,   Ltd.,  London,  1910.    p.p.  I-XV,  and  1-242. 

t'lli;s  would  make  his  birth  in  the  year  1786. 
Wajy^SuS^    Captain  Wall,   who  was   present   at   the   proclamation   of    Prince    of 

Lieht  ^;  ^^r^}^/  7'«"  ^  Mr.  Steiiart's  book  on  the  lives  of  Francis  and  William 
ijiKai,  the  lounders  of  Penanjc  and  A'lelaide. 
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gnese  lady.  Mr.  Steuart,  who  evidently  had  taken  considerable 
trouble  to  satisfy  himself  on  the  various  accounts  that  had  been 
published,  quotes  conflicting?  statements.  John  Ci'awford,  in  1820, 
asserts  that  the  wife  of  the  enterprising  adventurer  was  neither  a 
Princess  nor  a  Malay,  but  was.  instead,  a  Portuguese  of  Siam. 
On  the  other  hand,  William  Marsden  and  Captain  Trapaud  botli 
rotate  that  she  was  a  daughter  of  the  King  of  Quedah. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  judge  of  the  difficulties  Avhich  will 
beset  a  biographer  of  Captain  Light  the  statements  conceiiiing 
his  marriage  by  various  historians  are  quoted  in  this  chapter. 

In  a  brochure  published  in  Penang  in  1905,  entitled  "The 
Slarly  History  of  Penang— 1592-1827,  by  E.  G.  Cullin  and  W.  F. 
Zehnder,"  reference  is  made  to  Captain  Light's  will,  wherein  his 
relict  is  referred  to  under  the  Portuguese  name  of  Martina 
liozells.  Whether  the  information  is  from  official  records  or 
copied  from  Mr.  Steuart's  book  is  not  stated,  but  both  are  identi- 
cal. 

A  careful  search  of  the  records  of  the  East  India  Company,  or 
the  Asiatic  Society's  proceedings,  may  assist  in  elucidating  the 
l)roblem  of  the  nationality  of  the  wife  of  Captain  Francis  Light. 

In  1850  and  1851  a  series  of  interesting  articles  on  the  early 
liistory  and  settlement  of  Pinang,  or  Prince  of  Wales's  Island, 
appeared  in  "The  Journal  of  the  Indian  Archipelago,"  published 
"at   Singapore. 

Only  such  portions  as  refer  to  Captain  Francis  Light  are  re- 
printed herein.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  name  of  the  island 
was  then  written  '"Pinang." 

"The  following  extracts  from  the  Journal  of  Captain  F.  Light, 
are  dated  11th  August,  1786."— "Captains  Waif  and  Lewin  came 
ashore  with  several  passengers.  Saluted  them  with  nine  guns. 
Thought  this  the  most  favourable  opportunity  for  taking  a  formal 
possession  of  the  island.  At  noon  assembled  all  the  gentlemen 
under  the  flag,  who  unitedly  hoisted  the  flag,  taking  possession  of 
the  island  in  the  name  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  and  for  the  use 
of  the  Honourable  East  India  Company,  the  artillery  and  ships  fir- 
ing a  royal  salute,  the  marines  three  volleys.  The  "Sullivan," 
Captain  Pounce,  was  barely  in  sight.  He  sent  his  letter  by  another 
boat,  and  sailed  for  China.  In  the  evening  Captain  Lewin  went 
on  board  and  sailed  for  China."  Captain  Light  then  issued  the 
following: — 

PROCLAMATION. 

"These  are  to  certify  that  agreeable  to  my  orders  and  instnic- 
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tions  from  the  Honorable  Governor-General  and  Council  of  Ben- 
gal, I  have  this  day  taken  possession  of  this  island,  called  Pooloo 
Pinang,  now  named  the  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  and  hoisted  the 
British  colour-^  in  the  name  of  His  Majesty  George  the  Third,  and 
for  the  use  of  the  Honorable  English  East  India  Company,  th's 
eleventh  day  of  August,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
six,  being  the  eve  of  the  Prince  of  Wales'  birthday." 

"(Signed)     FRANCIS  LIGHT." 
The  writer  to  "the  Journal  of  the  Indian  Archipelago"  adds: — 

"Such  is  the  history  of  the  birth  and  first  few  days  of  the 
infancy  of  Prince  of  Wales'  Island,  as  recorded  by  its  founder, 
Captain  Francis  Light.  It  has  been  long  and  confidently  believed 
that  this  Captain  Light,  having  married  the  daughter  of  the  King 
(or  Rajah)  of  Quedah  (Keddah),  obtained  possession  of  the  Island 
of  Pinang  as  liis  wife's  dowry,  and  that  he  subsequently  sold  it 
to  the  East  India  Company  for  a  suffi  of  ready  money  and  the 
appointment  of  chief  of  the  settlement.  This  story,  though 
widely  circulated,  and  fondly  cherished  by  the  descendants  of 
that  gentleman,  has  unfortunately  no  foundation  in  truth.  The 
Government  of  India  had  been  for  some  years  desirous  of  ob- 
taining possession  of  a  suitable  spot  for  a  settlement  on  the 
eastern  side  of  tlie  Bay  of  Bengal,  and  Captain  Light,  among 
others,  was  employed  to  look  out  for  some  eligible  locality.  This 
gentleman  was  connected  w^ith  the  Keddah  trade,  and  resided  a 
good  deal  at  t]i(>  capital  of  the  Rajah,  where  he,  no  doubt, 
acquired  considerable  influence.  Through  him  an  offer  was  made 
to  the  Supreme  Government  of  the  Island  of  Pinang  to  be  ceded 
to  the  honorable  company  on  certain  conditions.  The  Supreme 
Government,  then  under  the  Presidentship  of  Sir  John  Macpher- 
son,  moved  by  the  representation  made  to  them  on  the  subject, 
decided  on  forming  a  settlement  on  that  island.  Captain  Light, 
who  had  gone  to  Calcutta  with  the  offer  from  the  Rajah  of  Ked- 
dah, was  sent  back  to  that  place  with  instructions  to  negotiate 
for  the  cession  of  the  island,  which,  having  successfully  accom- 
plished, he  sailed  to  take  possession  of  Pinang  as  described  in  the 
above  extracts.    .    .    ." 

Then  follow  interesting  letters  between  Captain  Light  and 
the  Government  at  Bengal  respecting  the  settlement  and  the 
fostering  of  trade  with  Pinang. 

Early  in  1787  Captain  Glass,  of  the  Bengal  Army,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  troops  in  the  new  settlement  of 
Prince  of  Wales  Island.      His  first  report  states:— 

"All  the  early  reports  on  the  island  concur  in  describing  its 
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thickly  wooded  state,  and  the  difficulty  experienced  in  clearing 
the  jungle.  An  amusing  story  is  current  among  the  natives  of 
the  place  of  one  of  the  means  adopted  by  Captain  Light  to 
stimulate  the  exertions  of  the  small  body  of  Malays  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  engaging  for  clearing  the  jungle.  He  is  said  to  have 
loaded  one  of  the  guns  of  the  vessel  attached  to  him  with  a  bag 
of  dollars,  and  fired  it  into  the  jungle,  leaving  the  Malays  to 
pick  them  up,  which  they  could  not  well  do  without  at  the  same 
time  clearing  the  ground  of  its  underwood  and  jungle  "* 

"Captain  Light  died  during  the  year  1794,  but  there  is  no 
record  of  the  event  to  be  found,  nor  do  the  records,  as  they  now 
exist,  offer  any  testimony  to  the  energy  and  ability  with  which 
he  grappled  with  all  the  difficulties  attendant  on  the  formation  of 
a  settlement  on  an  almost  uninhabited  island  overrun  with  thiclc 
jungly  vegetation. 

"On  his  tomb  might  well  have  been  inscribed  the  words  *Si 
quo  eris  monumentum  circumspice.' " 

A  letter  written  by  Captain  Light  is  then  referred  to,  dated 
January  25,  1794.  It  is  stated  to  be  the  only  document  found 
bearing  the  date  1794. 

"A  monument,  however,  erected  in  subsequent  years  to  the 
memory  of  Captain  Light  in  the  compound  of  St.  George's  Church, 
immediately  in  front  of  the  portico,  by  an  individual  resident  of 
the  island,  the  late  Robert  Scott,  Esq.,  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
tion : — 

IX    MEMORY 

OF 

FRANCIS      LIGHT,      ESQ., 

WHO  FIRST  ESTABLISHED  THIS  ISLAND 

AS  AN  ENGLISH  SETTLEMENT, 

AND  WAS  MANY  YEARS  GOVERNOR. 

BORN   IN  THE   COUNTY   OF   SUFFOLK,   IN   ENGLAND, 

AND  DIED  OCTOBER  21st,  1794. 

IN  HIS  CAPACITY  AS   GOVERNOR 

THE     SETTLERS     AND     NATIVES     WERE     GREATLY 

ATTACHED  TO  HIM,  AND  BY  HIS    DEATH    HAD    TO 

DEPLORE  THE  LOSS  OF  ONE  WHO  WATCHED  OVER 

THEIR  INTERESTS  AND  CARES. 

AS  A  FATHER.t 

*  Journal  of  the  Indian  Archipelago  and  Eastern  Asia,  Vol.  IV.,  Singapore.  1S50. 
t  "Journal  of  the  Indian  Archipelago,  &c.,"  Vol  V.,  p.  7,  1851. 
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Illustnitloiis  of  St.  George's  Church;  The  Mausoleum  in  front 
of  the  Church:  and  this  Memorial  Tablet  to  Captain  Light,  photo- 
fjraphed  this  year,  are  reproduced  herein. 

Mr.  John  Cameron,  F.ll.G.S.,  in  1865  wrote  a  descriptive 
account  of  Singapore,  Penang,  &c.,t  and  refei-s  to  Captain  Light 
iu  the  following  words:— "Mr.  Francis  Light,  who  thus  early 
contemplated  the  occupation  of  the  island  (Penang)  was  the 
master  of  a  merchantman  who  had  traded  a  great  deal  with  the 
native  States  of  the  peninsula,  and  more  especially  with  that  of 
(»nedah,  to  which  Pnlo  Penang  belonged.  A  story  was  for  a  long 
time  told  by  the  early  settlers  in  Penang  that  during  his  inter- 
« ourse  with  the  State  of  Quedah,  Mr.  Light  had  wooed  and  won 
the  affections  of  the  Rajah's  daughter,  one  of  those  comely 
maidens  who  are  still  beautiful  though  of  dusky  hue,  that  he 
had  married  her  according  to  the  rites  of  her  country,  receiving 
from  her  father  as  dower  the  jungle  island  of  Pulo  Penang,  which 
then  contained  but  a  few^  fishing  huts  on  its  eastern  shores,  and 
that  he  afterwards  sold  his  wife's  dower  to  the  Company  for  the 
comfortable  annuity  of  10,000  dollars.  The  stoi-y,  however,  has 
no  good  foundation.  Mr.  Light  was  a  man  of  high  principle  and 
unselfish  nature;  and,  besides,  the  annuity  of  10,000  dollars  is 
received  to  the  present  day  by  the  Kajah  of  Quedah,  to  whom  in 
Mr.  Light's  lifetime  it  also  appears  to  have  been  regularly  paid." 

Mr.  Demetrius  C.  Boulger.  in  his  ''Life  of  Sir  Stamford 
li.iines":i:  also  disputes  the  story  of  the  marriage  of  Captain 
J'rancis  Light  with  the  daughter  of  the  King  of  Quedah.  His 
Kl'erence  to  the  Island  of  Penang  is  reprinted  in  full,  as  the 
luatter,  independently  of  Captain  Light,  is  both  historical  and 
instructive. 

•*In  17S6  the  Rajah  of  Quedah,  or  Kedah,  as  the  modern  ortho- 
grapher  has  it,  handed  over  the  island  of  Pulo  Penang — that  is 
Areca  Nut  Island — to  Captain  Francis  Light,  a  naval  oflicer  in 
the  East  India  Company's  service.  The  motive  and  consideration 
lor  this  cession  are  equally  obscure.  The  story  goes  that  Cap- 
tain Light  man-ied  the  Rajah's  daughter,  and  received  the  island 
.MS  her  dowry;  but,  after  being  accepted  as  history  for  nearly  a 
century,  the  statement  Avas  challenged  by  a  friend  of  Captain 
Light's  eldest  son  (Colonel  Light),  who  served  on  Wellington's 
staff  in  the  Peninsula  and  at  Waterloo,  and  who  took  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  founding  of  the  Australian  Colonies.      It  may  be 

t  ''Our  Tropical  Possessions  in  Malayan  India,  &c.,  &c..  by  John  Cameron,  Esq., 
F.R.G.S.,  London.  1866. 

^„Tl»e  life  of  Sir  Stamford  Raffles,  by  Demetrius  Charles  Boulger,  &c.,  London, 
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pointed  out  that  there  would  have  been  nothing  out  of  the  prac- 
tice of  his  time  if  the  elder  Light  had  married  a  Malayan  Prin- 
cess, or  any  other  native  lady,  and  h's  second  son  unquestionably 
did  marry  a  native  of  Java  nearly  thirty  years  afterwards.  It 
seems  clear,  however,  that  Light  had  to  pay  a  -rent  of  10,000  dol- 
lars a  year  for  Penang,  which,  in  consequence  of  his  talking  pos- 
session on  tlie  birthday  of  the  Heir-Apparent  (Prince  George), 
namely  August  12, 178G,  he  renamed  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  while 
the  town  was  also  named  after  the  same  personage,  Georgetown. 
While  speaking  of  Penan  g  nomenclature  it  will  not  be  out  of 
place  to  add  that  the  fort  was  called  Cornwallis,  after  the  Gover- 
nor-General at  the  date  of  its  construction;  that  the  strip  of  terri- 
tory on  the  mainland,  added  after  the  composition  for  the  rent, 
was  named  Wellesley  Province  in  honour  of  another  Indian  ruler, 
and  that  the  chief  mountain  of  the  dependency  was  designated 
Mount  Olivia,  after  Mrs.  Raffles. 

"The  newly-formed  Presidency  comprised,  then,  besides  Pulo 
Penang,  a  strip  of  territory  called  Province  Wellesley,  extending 
for  some  forty-five  miles  along  the  adjacent  coast  of  the  Malay 
Peninsula.  The  island  of  Penang  itself  lies  in  the  sunlight  and 
sea  at  a  distance  of  seven  miles  from  the  mainland.  It  is  some 
fifteen  miles  in  length  from  north  to  south,  and  about  nine  miles 
in  breadth,  covering  an  area  of  rather  more  than  one  hundred 
square  miles.  Along  its  western  and  south-western  coasts,  regu- 
larly watered  by  the  fertilizing  monsoons,  are  rich  plantations  of 
spices,  grain,  and  timber;  while  a  thickly  populated  and  produc- 
tive tract,  cultivated  for  the  most  part  in  gardens,  stretches 
along  its  eastern  shores,  A  mountain  range,  diversified  with 
granite  i-ocks  and  mica  schist,  and  beautifully  clothed  with  woods, 
runs  from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other,  ris'ng  in  the  north, 
at  the  health  resort  of  Strawberry  Hill,  to  a  height  of  2,922  ft. 
The  temperature  near  the  sea  level  averages  from  80  deg.  to  90 
deg.  F.,  but  inasmuch  as  rain  falls  all  the  year  round,  except 
in  January  and  February,  and  a  cool  breeze  from  the  sea  sweeps 
day  by  day  refreshingly  across  the  island,  while  at  Strawberry 
Hill,  on  its  northern  heights,  the  thermometer  seldom  rises  above 
75  deg.  or  falls  below  62  deg.,  the  settlement  had  acquired,  at  the 
time  of  which  we  write,  a  high  but  little-deserved  reputation  as 
a  health  resort.  Georgetown,  the  capital,  is  situated  at  the 
north-eastern  end  of  the  island,  and  its  harbour,  protected  then  as 
now  by  Fort  Cornwallis,  is  so  safe  and  convenient  that,  in 
Ilaffles's  time  the  British  Government  had  it  in  contemplation 
to  make  the  -sland  one  of  their  regular  naval  stations  for  the 
refitting  and  refreshment  of  His  Majesty's  fleet  in  the  Eastern 
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seas.      In  erecting  renang  into  a  Presidency,  the  Court  had  not  j 
been  uninfluenced  by  such  ideas  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty's  • 
Ministers,  but  the  hopes  thus  originated  were  doomed  to  disap- 
pointment.     In  this  spot,  then,  Raffles  was  to  pass  the  first  years  ^ 
of  his  life  in  the  East.  t 

"1  will  not  attempt  to  assert  positively  how  the  colony  came  : 

into  our  hands,  but  Francis  Light,  the  first  Superintendent  of  \ 

Trade  at  Prince  of  Wales  Island,  died  there  on  October  21,  17^.  j 

Although   the  connection   was   maintained,  and  the  rental  com-  ] 

pounded  for  a  sum  of  money  in  1800,  Penang  languished  in  the 
hands  of  a  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  was  also  Agent  to  the 
Governor-General  with  the  Malay  States.  It  was  to  restore  the 
fortunes  of  this  place  that  the  company  raised  it  to  the  rank  of 
ii  Presidencv  in  1805.    .    .    ." 
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CHAPTER  II. 


HIS     NAVAL     AND     MILITARY     CAREER. 

.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Colonel  Light  brought  to  Adelaide 
priceless  historical  documents,  which  would  have  been  of  ines- 
timable value  to  his  biographer.  A  perusal  of  his  Journal* 
clearly  indicates  that  he  was  most  methodical  in  his  habits,  and 
being  of  a  highly  sensitive  disposition  the  loss  of  his  lifelong 
collection  and  precious  papers  must  have  profoundly  affected  his 
health  at  that  time. 

The  last  paragi-aph  in  his  Journal  (p.  80)  records  the  loss  of 
his  papers  owing  to  his  cottage  having  been  burnt  to  the  ground 
on  January  22,  1839.  Mr.  Steuart  states  that  to  Colonel  Light 
it  was  a  heartbreak,  for  the  journals  he  had  kept  for  thirty  years 
of  his  experiences  in  Turkey,  Egypt,  the  Mediterranean,  and  on 
the  battlefields  of  Spain,  as  well  as  his  plans  and  sketches,  all 
perished  in  the  flames,  leaving  hardly  any  evidences  of  his  career 
except  the  small  portion  of  his  Journal  which  he  had  been  fortu- 
nate to  revise  for  printing,  and  the  letters  and  pictures  he  had 
left  with  his  relatives  in  Europe.  He  felt  the  loss  very  deeply, 
and  his  illness  was  greatly  accelerated  by  the  personal  distress 
it  caused.t 

The  Governor  (Colonel  Gawler)  writing  to  Lord  John  Russell, 
under  date  January  23,  3839,  reported  as  follows: — "I  lament  that 
I  have  occasion  to  report  to  you,'  fo-r  the  Commissioner's  informa- 
tion, that  the  Land  Office  and  the  Surveyor-General's  Offices,  in 
Adelaide,  were  totally  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  afternoon  of  yester- 
day. These  buildings  were  constructed  entirely  of  wood,  and 
thatched  with  reeds,  so  that  the  fire  had  obtained  considerable 
vigour  befo-re  it  was  perceived.''^ 

Mr.  Henry  M.  Doughty  says  in  reference  to  Colonel  Light:— 
"His  career,  like  his  father's  before  him  began  in  the  Navy 
as  a  midshipman,  in  H.M.  Frigate  "Clyde."  He  was  taken  prisoner 
by  the  French.  Then  leaving  the  naval  service,  he  became  a  cornet 
in  the  4th  Light  Dragoons,  and  served  with  high  distinction 
throughout  the  Peninsular  Campaign,  as  an  aide-de-camp  to  Lord 

•Reprinted    in   this  Supplement    See  pp.  1-80,  ante. 

tSee   "Steuart."   p.  130.  . 

t  See  "Appendix  to  Report  from   the    Select    Committee    on    South    Australia . 
1841,"   p.  300. 
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Wellcsloy.  tigliliiig  in  no  less  than  fortytliree  actions  without  even 
a  scratch.  The  war  over,  he  published  an  account  of  his  travels 
in  France  and  Italy  illustrated  from  his  own  sketches  by  Peter 
De  Wint.*  Later  a  Colonel  in  the  Spanish  Constitutiojial  Army 
under  General  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  he  was  severely  wounded  and 
found  himself  stranded  without  means  at  Corunna,  but  "through 
the  timely  assistance  of  his  old  friend  and  guardian  Mrs. 
Doughty,  he  was  enabled  to  come  home.  He  married  in  Eng- 
land, and  having  become  a  member  of  the  Royal  Yacht  Club, 
cruised  with  Irs  wife  for  some  years  about  the  Mediterranean, 
travelling  much  in  Southern  Europe  and  in  EgyiDt.  On  the 
establishment  as  a  British  province  of  South  Australia,  Sir 
Charles  Napier  who  had  refused  the  Governorship,  proposed  that 
the  appointment  be  offered  to  his  friend  Colonel  Light.  "I  advise 
you"  he  wrote  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  to  try  and  get  Colonel 
Light  appointed  Governor;  whether  he  would  accept  it  or  not  I 
cannot  say.  but  liis  great  accomplishments  and  his  character  being 
so  generally  known,  not  only  for  his  distinguished  services  in  the 
Peninsula  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  but  also  in  Spain  at 
the  time  Sir  Robert  Wilson  was  there,  would  give  an  eclat  to 
the  appointment,  which  might  be  useful  to  the  Colony,  and  at 
the  same  time  secure  un   able   man   for  the  work." 

"But  the  office  of  Governor  had  been  filled  up,  and  Colonel 
I^ight  was  offered  and  accepted  the  appointment  of  Surveyor- 
General.  As  an  old  sailor,  he  himself  took  command  of  the  ship 
in  which  he  and  his  staff  sailed  to  Australia." 

"Having  arrived  in  South  Australia,  he  proceeded  in  the  face 
of  much  opposition  to  select  the  s'te  and  to  lay  out  the  ground 
plan  of  the  City  of  Adelaide.  And  there  he  died  in  1839,  founder 
'father  of  Adelaide'  as  its  grateful  citizens  have  since  styled 
him.  Light  passage.  Light  County,  and  the  River  Light  bear  his 
name;  and  in  Victoria  Siiuare,  a  statue  of  him  has  lately  been 
plac(»d  to  commemorate  his  services.  At  each  election  of  a  new 
Mayor  of  Adelaide,  takes  place  a  picturesque  ceremony,  A 
silver  loving  cup  filled  with  Colonial  wine  is  handed  round,  and 
*The  :Memory  of  Colonel  Light'  is  solemnly  toasted.  Colonel 
Light  deserves  to  be  remembered  in  Theberton.  A  man  he  was 
of  extraordinary  accomplislinients,  soldier,  seaman,  artist,  and 
gootl  in  all.  (i);  a  gentleman,  a  brave  f-^oldier,  and  ji  man  of  learn- 
ing,    (ii).      That  he  on  iiis  part  never  lost  affection  for  his  early 

•  Sicilian  Scenery  from  drawinsrs  hy  P.  De  Wint.  The  oriffinal  Sketches  bv 
Major  LiRht,  (62  ilhistratioiis)  published  bj-  Rodwell  and  Martin,  London,  1823. 
Quarto. 

(L)  Life  of   Sir  Cliarles  Napier,  by  Sir  William  Napier. 
(ii.)  Bulletin,   July  16th,  1820,  of  General  Sir  Robert  Wilson. 
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home  is  quite  certain.  His  house  in  Adelaide  he  christened 
'Thebarton'  spelling  the  name  after  the  old  fashion,  and  a  suburb 
of  the  Queen  City  of  the  South  now  bears  the  name  of  our  little 
parish."* 

Autograph  letters  of  Colonel  Light  in  possession  of  the  writer 
of  this  monograph,  clearly  show  that  he  spelt  the  name  of 
the  suburb  "Theberton,"  and  his  house  ''Theberton  Cottage." 
In.  the  preface  to  his  Journal  published  shortly  before  his  death 
the  word  is  spelt  "Thebarton,"  other  errors  in  names  occur,  all 
apparently  being  typographical.  No  doubt  his  illness  at  that 
time  prevented  his  revising  the  print. 

That  Colonel  Light  had  treasured  the  letters  relating  to  his 
naval  and  military  services,  all  of  which  vanished  in  the  unfortu- 
nate fire,  is  demonstrated  in  the  following  interesting  letter  contri- 
buted to  "The  South  Australian  Kegister"  by  the  late  Hon.  B.  T. 
Finniss: — f 

"It  will,  no  doubt,  interest  many  of  your  readers  who  do  not 
claim  the  title  of  old  colonists  to  know  something  of  early  events 
from  one  of  those  now  livhig  who  witnessed  what  he  relates.  As 
one  of  the  old  colonists  I  propose  to  give  an  account  of  the  forma- 
tion of  the  first  settlement  commenced  by  the  foundation  of  the 
City  of  Adelaide  by  Colonel  Light,  our  first  Surveyor-General. 
The  account  will  be  somewhat  lengthy,  hence  I  shall  not  attempt 
to  include  it  in  one  letter,  the  more  especially  as  I  know  I  have 
to  trust  to  your  kindness  to  give  it  admission  into  your  columns. 

"Preliminary  to  any  detailed  communication  I  shall  introduce 
Colonel  Light  to  the  South  Australian  public  by  asking  you  to 
publish  a  letter  to  him  in  the  year  1815  from  the  Commander 
of  the  Heavy  Brigade  of  Cavalry,  offering  him  the  post  of  Brigade- 
Major  just  previous  to  Waterloo.  Colonel  Light  accepted  the 
offer,  purchased  four  horses,  and  was  hurrying  to  the  seat  of 
war  Avhen  the  battle  was  fought  before  he  could  embark  from 
the  shores  of  England.  This  account  I  had  from  himself,  as 
well  as  the  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  enclose.  I  may  mention 
as  characteristic  of  the  ardent  young  soldier  that  he  then  was 
that  he  shed  tears  on  learning  that  he  was  too  late  to  be  present 
at  Waterloo.  Although  at  this  time  in  an  infantry  regiment  he 
liad  previously  served  in  a  light  dragoon  regiment  in  the  Penin- 
sular War,  and  is  mentioned  by  Colonel  Napier  in  his  histoiy  of 
that  war  for  a  very  daring  exploit,  which,  to  save  space,  I  shall 
not  further  refer  to."  '^ 

*  See    "Chronicles  of    Theberton,  &c.,"  by  H.  M.  Doughty. 
t  See  "S.A.  Register,  Augrust  11th,  1881,  p.  7. 
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Copy  of  letter  referred  to,  addressed  to  Captain  Wm.  Light, 
3rd  Foot,  54  Gloucester  place,  Portman  square,  London: — 

"Five  Leagues  from  Brussels. 

"Monday  Evening,  May  29,  1815. 

"My  dear  Light— I  am  very  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power 
to  offer  you  the  situation  of  Brigade-Major  to  the  brigade  under 
my  command,  and  I  need  not  say  that  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  it 
should  suit  3'ou   to  accept  it. 

"When  I  first  received  my  orders  in  England  to  repair  to 
the  army  in  Flanders  I  was  informed  by  the  Adjutant-General  at 
the  Horse  Guards  that  Captain  Villiers,  of  the  Blues,  was  ap- 
pointed by  the  Duke  of  York  Brigade-Major  to  the  Household 
Brigade,  but  to  this  day  no  notification  of  his  appointment  has 
been  received,  either  by  the  Adjutant-General  in  this  country,  by 
his  regiment,  ov  by  the  depot  of  the  Blues  in  England,  nor  has 
Captain  Villiers  made  his  appearance  here.  I  have,  therefore, 
made  a  representation  of  the  circumstances  to  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, and  recommended  you  for  the  situation.  I  can  assure 
you  that  he  has  approved  of  your  being  appointed  to  it  in  the 
handsomest  manner,  and  has  desired  me  to  write  to  you  to  come 
here  as  soon  as  possible. 

"I  have  been  thus  explicit  on  the  subject  of  the  supposed 
appointment  of  Captain  Villiers  lest  by  any  accident  he  should 
after  all  come  out  nere  in  consequence  of  his  nomination  by  the 
Horse  Guards,  and  I  can  only  say  that  should  such  an  event  un- 
expectedly occur  to  deprive  you  of  the  situation,  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  have  you  on  my  staff  as  an  extra  aide-de-camp  until  a 
permanent  appointment  should  offer.  However,  from  the  con- 
versation I  have  had  with  the  Duke  of  Wellington  this  evening 
he  appears  perfectly  to  approve  of  your  being  my  Brigade-Major, 
and  therefore  I  hope  I  shall  see  you  very  shortly.  Be  so  good  as 
to  write  to  me  by  return  of  post  to  acquaint  me  with  your  deter- 
mination. The  sooner  you  can  come  out  the  better,  as  we  ex- 
pect to  commence  operations  very  soon,  and  when  I  hear  of  your 
coming  I  will  send  a  letter  to  meet  you  at  Ostend,  directed  to  the 
commandant's  at  that  place,  to  let  you  know  where  to  join  the 
brigade.  There  has  been  a  grand  review  of  all  the  British 
cavalry,  consisting  of  forty-six  squadrons  and  six  troops  of  horse 
artillery,  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to-day.  Marshal  Blucher 
was  present,  and  a  very  fine  spectacle  it  was.  My  brigade  con- 
sists of  two  squadrons  of  each  regiment  of  Life  Guards,  two  of 
the  Blues,  and  four  of  the  King's  Dragoon  Guards.      They  are 


SIR  ROBERT  WILSON, 

under  whom  Colonel  Light  served  as  Aide-de-Camp. 
(To  face  p.  98.) 
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in  exceeding  good  order,  but  it  is  not  quite  so  active  a  service  as 
tl3e  last  I  was  employed  in  last  year. 

"Believe  me,   my  dear  Light, 
"Ever  very  truly  yours, 

"R.     EDWD.     H.     SOMERSET." 

-I  cannot  quite  make  out  the  first  iDart  of  the  signature  to  this 
letter,  although  copied  by  myself  at  the  time  from  the  original 
letter,  but  I  believe  the  letter  to  be  from  Lord  Edward  Somer- 
set. Colonel  Light  showed  me  a  number  of  original  letters  from 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  commanders  of  divisions  in  the 
Peninsular  Army  to  himself,  which  he  told  me  would  be  left  to 
me  on  Irs  death.  They  would  have  formed  valuable  additions 
to  the  history  of  the  war,  but  a  fire  occurred  a  short  time  after- 
w^a-rds  which  destroyed  them,  together  with  the  hut  in  which 
the  Colonel  then  lived,  with  all  his  effects.  At  this  time  I  was  one 
of  his  assistant  surveyors — indeed,  his  chief  one  during  the  visit 
to  England  of  Mr.  Kingston,  then  his  deputy,  which  accounts  for 
my  intimacy  Avith  him.  Colonel  Light's  intimacy  with  Lord  E. 
f=?omerset  was  formed  in  the  Peninsula,  he  himself  being  detached 
on  the  secret  service  of  the  army,  speaking  French  and  Spanish 
fluently,  and  in  frequent  communication  with  the  various  divi- 
sions of  the  army,  I  might  relate  many  anecdotes  of  his  ad- 
ventures in  this  capacity,  told  me  by  himself,  but  I  think  I  have 
said  enough  to  let  the  public  of  South  Australia  understand  that 
in  him  they  had  a  safe  man  to  found  the  capital  of  our  colony, 
an  honour  which  was  inscribed  on  a  copper  plate  deposited  ?n  his 
<!offin,  now  lying  in  Light  square."  "B.  T.  FINNISS." 

Mr.  Steuart  appears  to  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  infor- 
mation respecting  the  Naval  career  of  Colonel  Light.  He,  how- 
ever, states  that  Colonel  Light  at  the  instigation  of  Lord  Welling- 
ton relinquished  the  Navy  for  the  Army,  and  on  the  5th  day  of 
May,  1808,  obtained  a  cornetcj'^  in  the  4th  Light  Dragoons,  be- 
came a  Lieutenant  on  the  13th  April,  1809,  and  served  with  that 
regiment  all  through  the  war  in  the  Peninsula.* 

It  should  be  mentioned  here  that  a  diary  of  Colonel  Light 
kept  by  him  during  the  Peninsula  war  Is  now  in  existence  in  Ade- 
laide. It  appears  to  have  escaped  the  fire  which  burnt  the  other 
diaries  and  papers  of  Colonel  Light,  and  was  probably  loaned  to 
some  friend  at  the  time.  It  is  now^  in  possession  of  the  family 
of  the  late  Robert  Cooper,  of  Broadway,  Glenelg.  The  first  en- 
try in  the  diary  dated  April  7th,  1809  (six  days  prior  to  the  date 

♦See  Steuart,   p.    45. 
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mentioned  by  :^Ir.  Steuart  of  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Light 
as  Lieutenant  of  the  4th  Light  Dragoons),  records  his  embarka- 
tion on  the  "Britannia."  "April  8th.— Got  under  weigh  twice 
and  came  to  again.  9th.— Got  outside  the  Needles,  but  put 
back  again.  12th.— Got  under  weigh  but  put  into  Yar- 
mouth Roads.  17th.— Got  under  weigh,  and  stood  out  in  the 
evening.  2.3rd— Arrived  in  the  Tagus."  The  next  entry  is  May 
3rd,  1809,  when  the  Left  Squadron,  with  which  Colonel  Light  was 
connected,  began  to  march.  Continual  marching  was  his  lot  for 
weeks,  and  on  the  night  of  July  2Tth  he  had  his  first  glimpse  of 
battle.  "The  noise  of  artillery,  the  lights  of  the  shells  in  the  air,"" 
he  says,  "was  upon  the  whole  the  most  beautiful  sight  I  ever  wit- 
nessed." He  had  a  taste,  too,  of  other  horrors  of  war,  for  he 
makes  this  entry  (August  7th,  1809).- "Picked  (up)  a  poor  little 
drummer  boy  of  the  24th  starved;  brought  him  m  on  my  horse,, 
and  put  him  in  cars,  but  he  afterwards  died.  Nothing  for  the 
men  to  eat  for  these  two  days  but  boiled  wheat."  Most  of  the 
other  entries  relate  to  marching,  manoeuverings,  and  campings, 
with  here  and  there  a  lurid  passage,  as  "March  (5  (1810). — Bridge 
blown  up— ilelightful  waterfall— lots  of  dead  bodies  at  the  foot 
of  it— rain;"  and  "March  25th. — The  enemy's  cavalry  got  out  of 
law  from  Mayor  with  some  infantry.  We  manoeuvred,  the  French 
retired  elegantly — we  chased — played  the  devil,  let  them  away — 
retired  to  camp  near  the  town."  The  first  portion  of  the  diary  ends 
on  April  9,  1810,  with  the  Colonel  camped  at  Olivenca,  and  more 
than  half  the  book  is  blank.  The  record  begins  again,  however,. 
at  the  other  end,  and  on  June  2,  1812,  he  remarks  that  he  has  seen 
snow  for  the  first  time  since  he  left  England.  All  the  remainder 
of  the  entries  are  in  Portuguese,  and  the  diary  finally  closes  on 
December    23  of  that  year.* 

After  the  Peace,  Light  returned  to  England,  and  on  the  25th 
November  1814,  obtained  a  company  in  the  3rd  Buffs  (East  Kent 
Regiment).  He  appears  as  Captain  half-pay  in  the  Army  list  of 
1815,  and  Major  half-pay  on  21st  June,  1817;  but  on  the  20th 
August,  1819,  he  became  a  Captain  in  the  13th  (1st  Somerset) 
Foot,  and  retired  in  1821  from  the  regiment  as  Captain  and  brevet 
Major,  when  Sir  George  T.  Napier  writes: — "It  is  a  great  pity  he 
quittetl  the  Army,  as  he  had  highly  distinguised  himself,  and  was 
a  great  favourite  with  Lord  Wellington,  who  had  promoted  him 
for  his  conduct.  He  is  a  very  clever  fellow,  and  from  his  know- 
ledge of  languages  and  drawing,  etc.,  etc.,  he  soon  brought  him- 
self into  notice.t 

•See  S.A.   "Advertiser,"  2Sth  November,  1906. 
tSee  Steuart,  p.  60. 
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lu  1822  Light  was  in  Paris,  then  full  of  notabilities,  and  the 
poet  Tom  Moore  writes  of  him  as  mixing  in  the  literary  and  musi- 
cal coterie  of  the  Villamils. 

In  1823  his  "Sicilian  Scenery"  was  piiblishea,  and  the  same 
year  he  embarked  for  Spain  as  Colonel  in  the  Spanish  Constitu- 
tional Forces  under  the  leadership  of  General  Sir  Robert  Wilson. 
Mr.  Steuart,  after  referring  to  Colonel  Light's  experiences  with 
th«  Spanish  Army,  quotes  from  an  eye-witness: — "Colonel  Light, 
who  came  from  England  with  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  was  command- 
ing the  advanced  troop  of  the  Spaniards  (at  the  defence  of  Co- 
runna),  encouraging  them  by  his  brave  conduct,  but  at  length  was 
obliged  to  retreat,  and  when  endeavouring  to  get  his  horse  through 
the  gates,  a  musket  ball  went  through  his  right  thigh.  He  fell  just 
at  my  side.  I  carried  him  off  the  field  to  the  consul's  house, 
where  I  got  a  surgeon  for  him.  I  was  just  returning  back  to  the 
field,  when  I  met  them  carrying  Sir  Robert  Wilson  off  also.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  left  thigh.  He  shut  the  gares  against  the 
enemy  himself.  The  inhabitants  were  in  a  deplorable  state  about 
him,  crying,  'Oh,  the  Angel,  the  Angel,  our  saviour  is  killed!  He, 
however  was  shouting,  'Viva  la  Liberta!'  His  wound  is  not  half  so 
bad  as  Colonel  Light's.  The  latter  has  been  in  45  actions  before, 
and  never  was  wounded  till  noAV.  .  .  .  Sir  itobert  embarked 
for  Vigo  on  the  21st.  He  requested  I  would  go  along  with  him  .  . 
.  .  We  could  not  take  poor  Light — he  was  so  ill  with  his  wound. 
t  was  very  sorry  to  leave  him  behind.  He  has  been  my  friend  and 
companion  since  the  first  moment  I  saw  him;  he  is  a  gentleman, 
a  brave  soldier,  and  a  man  of  learning."  Colonel  Light  lay  seri- 
ously ill  of  his  wound,  shunned  by  the  Spaniards,  terrorized  by 
the  Government,  but  protected  by  the  French  General  Tissot,  un- 
til permitted  by  his  conquerors  to  go  for  his  health  to  the  Baths 
of  Artiexo  at  the  end  of  September.  Later,  he  returned,  still  an 
invalid,  to  Corunna,  and  through  the  timely  assistance  of  his  old 
friend  and  guardian,  Mrs.  Doughty  of  Theberton  Hall,  he  was 
able  to  obtain  leave  to  return  to  England,  and  arrived  at  Ply- 
mouth in  the  schooner  "Liberty"  on  the  20th  November,  1823* 

On  the  16th  October,  1824,  Colonel  Light  married  Miss  Mary 
Bennet.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Charles,  third  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, Lennox,  and  Aubigny,  who  had  died  in  1806t 

The  first  two  years  of  married  life  they  spent  in  France, 
Switzerland,   and  Italy,   principally  at  Rome,  where  they  were 

^     *See  Steuart,  p.p.  58-59. 
fSee  Steuart,  p.  60. 
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greatly  feted,  and  at  Naples  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  during 
these  years  Colonel  Light  occupied  himself  with  the  completion  of 
a  series  of  careful  drawings  of  Pompeii,  which,  under  the  title 
of  "Views  of  Pompeii  was  published  in  1827-8.* 

Mr.  Stouart  says  that  Colonel  Light  made  drawings  for,  and 
iuteude<l  to  publish,  another  series  of  sketches,  entitled  "View& 
of  Genoa." 


Since  the  foregoing  was  printed  the  following  information  has 
been  kindly  fuiiiislied  by  the  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Lord» 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  London. 

COPY. 

Admiralty 

26th  November,  1910. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter 
of  23rd  September,  addressed  to  the  Assistant  Secretary,  I  am 
commanded  by  My  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  for- 
ward herewith  particulars  of  the  service  of  Captain  William 
Light,  which  have  been  obtained  from  AVar  Office  Records. 

His  service  in  the  Royal  Navy  cannot  be  traced  unless  the 
name  of  a  ship  on  which  he  served  can  be  quoted. 

I  am  to  add  that  the  Dictionary  of  National  Biography,  1893 
edition,  gives  1784  as  the  date  of  his  birth,  but  does  not  make 
any  mention  of  service  in  the  Navy. 

I  am. 

Sir, 

Your   obedient  servant, 

W.  Graham  Greene. 
Thomas  Gill,  Esq.,  LS.O., 

Under  Treasurer,  The  Treasuiy,  Adelaide,  S.A. 

nr-ii'  "^'^f^u?'  Pompeii,  drawn  on  stone  by  J.  D.  Harding:,  after  drawings  bv 
7L  ^  «  ^- *'  ,^V  ^^'^  °'  *.^*  «*^*f  o'  t^e  ^^y  under  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
In  the  Peninsula.  London,  printed  for  James  Carpenter  and  Son,  London.  1828." 
(25  views  and  one   plan.) 
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Particulars  of  Service  referred  to: — 

WAR   OFFICE. 

1427  4th  November,  1910. 

re  "Colonel  William  Light" 
Cornet  4th  (or  the  Queen's  Own) 

Regiment  of  Dragoons  5th  May,  1808. 

Lieutenant  do.  do.         do.  13th  April,  1809. 

Captain  3rd  (or  the  East  Kents) 

Regt.  of  Foot  (The  Buffs)        25th  Nov.,  1814. 

exchange  H.  P.  28th  (or  the  north  Glou- 
cestershire) Regiment  of  Foot.      7th  Dec,  1815. 

Brevet  Major  21st  June,  1817. 

Captain  (Exchange  F.  P.)      13th  or  1st  Somersetshire     ' 

Regiment  of  Foot  20th  Aug.,  1818 

Retires  by  the  sale  of  his  Commission  3rd  May,  1821. 

The  Records  do  not  state  the  date  or  place  of  his  birth,  but 
the  Inspection  Returns  of  the  13th  Regiment  of  Foot,  taken  1st 
May,  1819,  at  Guernsey  state  that  he  was  English,  29  years  of 
age,  and  had  11  years'  Service. 
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CHAPTER  111. 


HIS  APPOINTMENT  AS   SURVEYOR-GENERAL 

The  Colonizatiou  Commissioners  suggested  the  appointment 
of  Colonel  Light    in  June,  1835  in  the  following  letter: — 

"South  Australian  Commission, 

"61  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  June  27th,  1835. 

"My  Lord— As  the  enei'gy  and  zeal  of  the  chief  officers  in  the 
new  Colony  of  South  Australia  will  be  greatly  promoted  by  the 
selection  of  men  who  have  already  been  accustomed  to  act  to- 
gether, and  who  entertain  a  high  opinion  of  each  other,  we  are 
anxious  that  if  it  meets  w^ith  your  Lordship's  approbation,  Cap- 
tain Hindmarsh's  feelings  and  wishes  should  be  consulted  in  the 
appointment  of  the  Colonial  Commissioner. 

"We  are  the  more  anxious  on  this  point  when  we  consider 
that,  as  the  Governor  will  receive  his  instructions  from  the 
•Colonial  Office,  while  the  Colonial  Commissioner  will  act  under 
the  directions  of  the  Commissioners  in  this  country,  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  secure  that  cordial  co-operation  which  is  essential  to  the 
success  of  the  Colony,  unless  there  is  the  best  possible  understand- 
ing among  the  chief  officers.  Captain  Hindmarsh  entertains  a 
very  high  opinion  of  Colonel  Light,  a  gentleman  who  has  served 
with  him,  and  of  whose  qualifications  for  the  appointment  he  has 
therefore  had  ample  opportunities  of  judging;  and  should  your 
Lordship  approve  of  his  doing  so  he  will  write  to  Colonel  Light, 
who  is  now  in  Egypt,  on  the  subject. 

"We  trust  your  Lordship  wall  excuse  the  liberty  we  have 
taken  in  requesting  your  attention  to  this  point,  and  as  it  is  essen- 
tial that  the  Colonial  Commsisioner  should  be  appointed 
sufficiently  early  for  him  to  depart  with  the  first  body  of 
emigrants,  and  as  the  packet  for  Egypt  leaves  on  the  first  day  of 
the  month  only,  we  beg  the  favour  of  a  reply  at  your  earliest 
convenience. 

"We  have,  &c., 

"(Signed)  ROBERT  TORRENS. 

JOHN  GEORGE  SHAW'  LEFEVRE. 

GEORGE  FIFE  ANGAS. 

"To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.'* 
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The  Colonization  Commissioners,  commenting  on  the  selec- 
tion of  the  tirst  settlement  in  South  Australia,  reported  as 
follows:—* 

"The  selection  of  the  first  settlement  was  considered  in  the 
former  case  as  the  proper  province  of  the  Chief  Surveyor;  and  it 
becomes,  as  we  conceive,  his  necessary  province  in  the  present 
case.  Were  the  selection  left  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  one 
ot  two  evils  Avould  be  the  necessary  result. 

"If  the  Governor,  on  his  arrival,  were  to  inspect  the  several 
sites  upon  the  coast,  and  to  select  the  most  eligible  from  his  own 
personal  knowledge,  the  body  of  emigrants  proceeding  with  the 
second  expedition,  instead  of  receiving  their  allotments  on  arriv- 
ing in  the  colony,  would  have  to  w^ait  while  the  second  inspection 
of  tlie  coast  was  in  progress,  and  would  be  exposed  to  all  the 
inconvenience  and  evils  which  it  is  the  object  of  the  first  ex- 
pedition to  prevent.  On  the  other  hand,  were  the  Governor,  with- 
out waiting  to  make  a  second  inspection  of  the  coast,  to  select 
the  first  settlement,  not  from  his  own  personal  knowledge,  but 
from  the  hearsay  knowledge  conveyed  to  him  by  the  report  of  the 
Chief  Surveyor,  then  would  the  decision  be  made  upon  second- 
hand information,  and  under  divided  responsibility.  Should  the 
situation  chosen  for  the  first  settlement  not  be  the  most  eligible 
one,  the  Governor  might  throw  the  blame  upon  the  Surveyor  for 
not  furnishing  a  full  and  accurate  report;  and  the  Surveyor  might 
cast  back  the  blame  upon  the  Governor  for  not  bringing  to  the 
facts  reported  a  comprehensive  and  discriminating  judgment.  For 
these  reasons  we  have  left  the  selection  where  we  found  it,  with 
the  Chief  Surveyor,  combining  scientific  acquirements  with  exten- 
sive experience,  as  well  on  nautical  as  on  military  affairs.  Colonel 
Light  appears  to  be  peculiarly  and  pre-eminently  qualified  for  the 
important  office  to  which  he  has  been  appointed;  and  we  should 
have  deemed  it  expedient  to  delegate  to  him  exclusively  this  firsi 
and  most  important  of  our  colonization  powders,  were  it  for  this 
reason  only — that  we  present  to  him  stronger  and  higher  motives 
for  bringing  all  the  resources  and  energies  of  his  mind  to  the  exe- 
cution of  his  task,  by  showing  him  from  the  first  that  in  the  selec- 
tion of  the  first  settlement  all  the  credit  of  success  and  all  the 
discredit  of  failure  Tsall  belong  to  him  alone." 

'The  following  copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Palmer  to  Mr. 
G.  F.  Angas  is  reprinted  in  full.f 

*  See  first   Annual  Report  of  the  Colonization  Commissioners,   dated  14th  June, 
1S36. 

t  See  "S.A.  Register,"  Fehniary  23rd,  1874,  p.  6. 
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"Nazing  Park,  April  12,  1841. 

"My  dear  S^ir— As  I  know  you  take  very  great  interest  in 
everythin;;  a)>pertaining  to  our  "Colony  of  South  Australia,  and 
more  particularly  to  any  little  circumstances  connected  with  its 
first  foundation,  I  cannot  help  mentioning  the  following,  as  it 
occun-ed  after  we  were  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  your  counsel  at 
the  South  Australian  Board. 

"I  believe  that  you  are  aware  that  my  colleajjues  deputed  to 
Mr.  Montetiore  and  myself  the  duty  of  superintending  the  fitting 
out  of  our  late  most  excellent  friend,  Colonel  Ldght,  and  the  little 
brig  the  "Rapid"'  previous  to  her  sailing  from  this  country  with  the 
first  surveyors  to  form  a  settlement  on  the  south  coast  of  New 
Holland.  Although  the  responsibility  rested  with  us,  the  whole 
credit,  I  must  say,  was  due  to  our  gallant  friend  Colonel  Light, 
our  only  duty  being  to  urge  the  taking  of  a  larger  quantity  ot 
stores  and  instruments  than  that  which  he  himself  proposed,  so 
anxious  was  he  to  meet  the  economical  views  of  the  South  Aus 
tralian  Board,  and  of  conducting  the  expedition  upon  the  strictest 
scale  of  economy. 

"Upon  taking  leave  of  my  poor  friend  Colonel  Light  on  board 
the  "Rapid"'  a  few  hours  previous  to  her  sailing,  the  last  words  he 
said  to  me  were — 'Now,  I  trust  to  your  sending  us  out  some  split 
peas  and  a  little  pork,  in  case  we  may  be  unable  to  catch  kanga- 
roos, or  too  much  engaged  to  spare  the  time  from  our  surveying 
duties,  for  from  my  experience  during  the  Peninsular  war  nothing 
kept  so  well  or  was  more  nutritious.  Pray  send  some  by  the 
first  opportunity,  and  you  may  depend  upon  it  I  will  turn  It  to 
good  account,  should  it  not  be  actually  necessary  for  our  sub- 
sistence.' 

"My  colleague,  Mr.  Montefiore,  and  myself  promised  him  that 
his  wishes  sliould  be  attended  to,  and  shortly  afterwards  we  pi-e^ 
vailed  upon  the  Board  to  make  a  shipment  of  pork  and  peas  per 
the  "Cygnet"  and  another  vessel  sailing  a  short  time  subsequent. 
You  are  aware  that  Colonel  Light  and  his  gallant  friends,  Field 
and  Pullen.  had  very  great  difficulties  to  contend  with  on  their 
arrival  on  the  south  coast  of  New  Holland.  They,  however,  com- 
menced their  arduous  duties  under  the  direction  and  support  of 
their  indefatigable  leader  with  a  degree  of  zeal  and  assiduity 
worthy  of  the  countiy  from  whence  they  were  deputed.  Although 
Colonel  Light  was  supplied  with  such  provisions  and  instruments 
as  his  little  brig  could  carry,  his  exchequer  was  but  limited,  and 
(notwithstanding  all  his  deputy  surveyors  and  suiweying  labourers 
were  promised  wages  at  a  certain  rate  previous  to  their  embai'k- 
ation)  shortly  after  he  had  commenced  his  operations  on  shore 
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the  funds  placed  at  his  disposal  by  the  Commissioueis  became 
exhausted  (a).  He  then  induced  his  men  to  continue  their  duties 
by  receiving  payments  from  time  to  time  in  notes  of  hand  of  his 
own  after  all  the  ready  money  belonging  to  himself  which  he 
chanced  to  have  with  him  had  been  advanced  by  him  for  that 
purpose,  and  he  completed  the  survey  of  the  Town  of  Adelaide 
by  his  credit  with  the  Banking  Company. 

.  "Upon  the  arrival  of  the  first  Governor  and  Colonial  Commis- 
sioner (Mr.  Fislierj  he  was  still  compelled  to  continue  the  same 
mode  of  paying  the  men,  who.  from  the  great  confidence  they 
placed  in  their  leader,  accepted  this  mode  of  payment.  The  South 
Australian  Company's  agent,  also  placing  the  greatest  possible 
reliance  on  Colonel  Light's  honour  and  integrity,  cashed  these 
notes-of-hand  for  the  workmen,  or  supplied  them  with  necessaries 
in  lieu  of  them  to  a  certain  extent;  but  at  last  he  signified  to 
Colonel  Light  that  he  feared  he  was  not  justified  on  behalf  of 
his  employers  in  taking  any  more  of  these  notes-of-hand,  conse- 
quently at  that  important  period  the  surveys  were  in  danger  of 
coming  to  a  suspension,  and  in  that  case  the  formation  of  the 
Colony  might  have  failed. 

"Colonel  Light  then  applied  to  the  Governor  and  to  Mr.  Fisher 
(the  Colonial  Commissioner)  for  aid  at  this  important  crisis.  The 
latter  stated  his  regret  that  he  had  no  money  at  his  command  for 
Colonel  Light's  purpose,  but  mentioned  having  just  received  from 
the  Commissioners  in  England  some  pork  and  peas.  This  he  was 
ordered  to  sell  in  the  colony,  and  he  therefore  offered  to  place  this 
pork  at  the  Colonel's  disposal.  The  Manager  of  the  South  Austra- 
lian Company,  being  most  anxious  to  forward  Colonel  Light's 
views  and  to  assist  him  in  every  possible  manner,  agi'ced  to  pur- 
chase a  large  quantity  of  this  pork  at  20  per  cent,  profit  upon  the 
invoice  price,  as  ordered  by  the  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners, 
expecting  it  would  be  required  for  the  purpose  of  the  Company, 
whalers,  or  other  persons,  viz..  400  Germans  from  Bremen,  whom 
they  were  sending  out  to  South  Austr.'ilin.  Tie  then  gave  Colonel 
Light  an  additional  credit  for  £500,  and  took  his  notes-of-hand 
from  the  surveying  labourers  to  that  amount,  and  then  the  survey 
went  on.  The  Town  of  Adelaide  was  marked  out,  and  the  district 
around  the  town  divided  out  into  sections  of  134  acres  each,  the 
port  declaimed,  and  the  chief  town  named  Adelaide  by  the  Gover- 
nor, after  the  most  amiable  consort  of  our  late  kindhearted  sove- 
reign William  the  Fourth. 

"Shortly  after  this  my  gallant  friend  received  certain  letters 
from  the  Secretary    of  the    Commissioners  (Mr.   Rowland    Hill), 
which  he  considered  reflected  greatly  upon  his  character  and  judg- 
(a)  See  page  116. 
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ment  as  au  experieuced  officer  and  siuvej'or.  These  so  wounded 
liis  feelings  and  those  of  his  whole  staff  that  they  all  tendered 
their  resignations,  feeling  that  in  doing  so  at  that  period  they 
could  not  endanger  tlie  success  of  the  colony,  which  from  the 
arrangements  made  they  were  convinced  would  succeed. 

-On  leaving  England  in  1836  my  gallant  friend  told  me  his 
creat  object  in  going  out  upon  this  expedition  was  to  found  a 
colony  (his  father  having  founded  the  colony  of  Prince  of  Wales 
Island),  and  in  the  last  letter  which  I  received  from  him  shortly 
before  his  death  he  said  that  his  earnest  prayers  were  directed 
to  that  Supreme  Being  (who  had  guided  his  judgment  and  actions 
so  long)  to  be  allowed  to  retin*n  to  England  for  a  short  time  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  clearing  his  professional  character  from  the 
aspersions  which  he  felt  had  been  unfairly  cast  upon  it. 

"I  am  quite  sure,  my  dear  sir,  that  you  will  agree  with  me 
that  every  one  interested  in  the  present  success  of  the  Colony  of 
South  Australia  ought  to  acknowledge  the  deep  debt  of  gratitude 
they  are  under  to  that  most  indefatigable,  single-minded  man  and 
talented  officer,  and  should  lend  their  assistance  towards  erecting 
some  little  tablet  to  his  memory  in  this  country  as  well  as  in 
Australia,  it  having  been  the  summit  of  his  ambition  to  found 
a  thriving  and  flourishing  colony  for  England.  I  conclude  you  are 
aware  that  Colonel  Light  commenced  his  public  career  as  a  mid- 
shipman in  the  Royal  Navy,  in  which  he  served  with  much  credit 
for  some  years.  He  then  changed  his  profession  and  became 
attached  to  the  army  as  an  engineer  on  Field-Marshal  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  staff  (who  induced  him  to  leave  the  navy),  with 
whom  he  landed  in  the  Peninsula  at  the  commencement  of  the 
late  war,  and  remained  actively  employed  until  the  Battle  of  Wa- 
terloo, in  which  action  he  had  the  honour  to  serve.  At  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  war,  after  remaining  at  home  for  a  short  time  to  re- 
cruit his  health,  he  became  impatient  at  leading  an  apparently 
indolent  life,  and  accordingly  volunteered  his  services  to  Mehemet 
Ali,  the  Pasha  of  Egypt  (in  a  naval  capacity),  who  made  him  an 
admiral,  giving  him  the  command  of  several  of  his  ships.  This 
position  he  held  until  the  proposal  of  founding  the  new  colony  of 
South  Australia  (upon  Edward  Gibbon  Wakefield's  principles)  was 
mentioned  to  him,  when  he  instantly  gave  up  his  command 
to  undertake  the  duty  of  Surveyor-General  fi'om  the  entire  desire 
to  serve  his  own  country,  although  he  sacrificed  his  pecuniary 
interest  materially  in  doing  so.  He  was  a  beautiful  draftsman, 
a  great  linguist,  a  daring  and  accomplished  horseman,  and  a  brave 
and  gallant  soldier,  as  all  his  companions-in-arms  can  testify. 
"Yours,  &c., 

'GEORGE    PALMER. 
"To  G.  F.  Angas,  Esq.,  &c.,  &c." 
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LETTER  OF  INSTRUCTIONS  by  the  Colonization  Commission- 
ers for  South  Australia  to  Colonel  William  Light,  Surveyor- 
General  for  the  Colony  of  South  Australia. 

WHEREAS  it  has  been  judged  expedient,  before  the  departure 
of  the  first  body  of  settlers  under  the  command  of  Hfs  Excellency 
Governor  Hindmarsh,  to  fit  out  an  expedition  to  South  Australia, 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  such  a  survey  of  the  different  harbours 
and  the  adjoining  land  as  may  be  necessary  to  the  correct  deter- 
mination of  the  best  site  for  the  first  town;  and  whereas  the  com- 
missioners repose  full  confidence  in  your  abilities  and  zeal  for 
the  performance  of  this  duty,  they  hereby  appoint  you  to  com- 
mand and  take  charge  of  the  expedition  now  preparing  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  these  objects. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  important  service  you  will  be  guided 
generally  by  the  instructions  herein  contained. 

1.  The  expedition  will  consist  of  the  "Cygnet,"  of  239  tons, 
and  the  "Rapid,"  of  162  tons  .  These  two  vessels  will  sail  in 
company  for  mutual  assistance  and  protection,  but  each  will  be 
fully  equipped  to  act  independently  if  necessary. 

2.  Each  vessel  will  be  supplied  with  one  year's  provisions,  with 
proper  surveying  instruments,  arms,  ammunition,  tents,  clothing, 
utensils,  tools,  medicines,  and  necessaries  of  all  kinds  which  are 
likely  to  be  required.  Each  vessel  will  also  be  supplied  with  a 
boat  fitted  for  surveying  the  various  inlets,  as  well  as  a  small 
portable  boat,  on  a  light  carriage,  for  use  in  the  land  expeditions. 
You  are  to  consider  it  an  important  duty  to  direct  the  provision 
of  these  supplies;  to  take  care  that  every  article  is  of  the  best 
quality,  and  that  nothing  important  to  the  success  of  the  enterprise 
or  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  party  Is  omitted. 

3.  The  expedition  will  be  composed  of  the  surveying  staff  al- 
ready appointed.  Captain  Lipson,  R.N.,  two  surgeons,  and  30 
labourers;  among  whom  should  be  at  least  three  common  car- 
penters, two  smiths,  four  men  accustomed  to  fell  timber,  and 
one  shoemaker.  The  crews  will  also  assist  in  any  manner  you 
may  direct. 

4.  The  selection  of  the  labourers  is  left  with  yourself;  and  you 
are  authorized  to  promise  them  rations  (the  same  as  in  His 
Majesty's  Navy)  and  12/  per  week  wages,  with  such  additional 
wages  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  mechanics;  an  agreement  to 
this  effect  being  entered  into  for  one  year  from  the  day  of  landing 
in  South  Australia.  As  much  will  depend  upon  the  steadiness  of 
these  men,  great  pains  should  be  taken  to  select  none  but  such  as 
are  temperate,  intelligent,  and  honest. 
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5.  You  will  yourself  go  out  in  the  'Rapid,"  of  which  vessel  you 
will  take  the  immediate  command.  You  will  be  accompanied 
by  Messrs.  Field.  Pullen,  and  Hill,  as  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  officers, 
and  by  Messrs.  Jacob  and  Symonds  as  assistant  surveyors,  and 
Mr.  John  Woodford  as  surgeon.  Mr.  Pullen  will  also  act  as 
sailing  master  on  the  voyage,  and  as  an  assistant  surveyor  after 
arrival  in  the  colony. 

G.  In  the  "Cygnet"  will  be  Mr  Kingston,  the  aeputy  surveyor, 
in  command  under  you  of  that  division  of  the  surveying  party, 
Captain  Lipson  as  harbourmaster.  Messrs.  Finniss,  O'Brien, 
Neale,  Hardy,  and  Cannau  as  assistant  surveyors.  Dr.  Wright  as 
surgeon,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  as  storekeeper;  there  will  also  be  a  few 
passengers.  The  crew  of  the  "Cygnet"  is  appointed  by  the  owners, 
but  the  captain  is  1)onnd  to  obey  your  instructions. 

7.  It  is  important  that  among  the  surveyors  and  medical  gentle- 
men composing  the  expedition  there  should  be  at  least  one  who 
is  a  good  judge  of  the  qualities  of  Australian  soils,  another  ac- 
quainted with  the  kinds  of  Australian  timber  most  useful  in 
building,  and  a  competent  botanist  and  mineralogist;  also  some 
one  accustomed  to  intercourse  with  the  natives,  and  possessing 
at  least  a  general  knowledge  of  their  language.  Should  the  pre- 
sent arrangement  be  defective  in  any  of  these  particulars  it  will 
be  an  important  part  of  your  duty,  if  possible,  to  supply  the 
deficiency. 

8.  The  whole  of  the  party  composing  or  accompanying  the  sur- 
veying expedition  will  be  placed  under  your  command;  and  you 
are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint,  suspend  or  reduce  any  one,  on 
sufficient  grounds,  which  must  be  submitted  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible  to  the  board. 

9.  The  expedition  must  be  ready  to  leave  the  port  of  London 
on  the  17th  March,  or  as  soon  after  that  day  as  possible. 

10.  On  the  passage  you  will  take  every  convenient  opportunity 
of  drilling  the  surveying  corps,  together  with  any  other  persons 
who  may  be  capable  of  bearing  arms,  in  order  to  prepare  them, 
in  case  of  emergency,  for  the  general  defence  and  safety. 

11.  You  will  proceed  first  to  Nepean  Bay,  in  Kangaroo  Island, 
which  you  will  consider  the  place  of  rendezvous.  You  will  land  two 
or  three  gardeners  who  will  accompany  you,  and  who  must  be  di- 
rected to  bring  a  small  piece  of  land  into  immediate  cultivation, 
and  to  stock  it  with  vegetables,  for  the  after  use  of  the  colonists 
generally.  Y^ou  will  also  cause  to  be  landed  all  provisions  and  other 
stores  not  required  during  the  surveys.  These  stores  you  will 
place  under  the  charge  of  Mr  Gilbert  the  storekeeper;  and  you  will 
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leave  a  force,  including  the  gardeners,  proportionate  to  the  danger 
of  attack  from  runaway  convicts,  whalers,  and  other  inhabitants 
of  the  island.  It  is  highlj-  desirable  that  the  wives  and  families 
of  the  officers  and  men  should  remain  at  Kangaroo  Island  during 
the  progress  of  the  surveys,  if  arrangements  can  be  made  for 
their  temporary  accommodation  and  safet5\  To  such  as  continue 
on  board,  you  will  allow  ship  room,  without  charge,  but  you  will 
require  them  to  purchase  their  rations.  This  arrangement  must 
be  extended  to  all  females,  without  exception,  and  to  all  others 
not  strictly  belonging  to  the  surveying  corps.  During  the  land- 
ing of  the  stores,  &c.,  and  while  waiting,  if  iiecessary,  for  the 
arrival  of  the  other  vessel,  the  surveyors  must  be  employed  in 
surveying  Nepean  Bay  and  the  adjoining  country. 

12.  iou  will  now  proceed  to  make  a  careful  examination  of  the 
coast  in  the  central  parts  of  the  colony,  excepting  only  places 
where  the  previous  examinations  by  Captain  Flinders  and  other 
navigators  clearly  show  that  no  good  harbour  is  to  be  found. 
Your  attention  will  be  particularly  directed  to  Nepean  Bay  and 
Port  Lincoln,  but  more  especially  to  the  line  of  coast  extending 
from  the  Eastern  part  of  Encounter  Bay  to  the  northern  point 
of  Gulf  St.  Vincent.  The  inlet  in  latitude  34  deg.  55  sec,  and  the 
harbour  reported  to  have  been  discovered  by  Jones  about  latitude 
34  deg.,  40  sec,  demand  a  careful  examination.  You  will  ascer- 
tain beyond  all  doubt  whether  or  not  there  is  any  other  outlet 
to  Lake  Alexandrina  than  the  one  discovered  by  Captain  Sturt, 
opening  into  Encounter  Bay,  the  most  certain  mode  of  effecting 
which  will  probably  be  to  skirt  the  lake  itself. 

13.  Whenever  you  find  a  good  harbour  you  will  cause  the 
neighbouring  land  for  a  considerable  distance  to  be  carefully 
examined,  and  if  the  spot  is  well  suited  for  the  site  of  even  a 
secondary  town,  you  will  direct  such  a  survey  to  be  made  as  will 
enable  the  colonial  commissioner,  if  he  thinks  proper,  to  include 
the  district  in  the  lands  offered  for  selection  by  the  holders  of 
the  first  437  land  orders. 

14.  Having  completed  the  surveys  here  indicated,  and  having 
carefully  recorded  nil  important  circumstances,  so  that  the  dif- 
ferent sites  favourable  for  the  erection  of  towns  may  be  brought 
into  exact  comparison,  you  will  proceed  to  determine  which  of 
the  several  sites  shall  be  selected  as  that  of  the  first  town;  a  duty 
which  you  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and  required  to  discharge. 
In  entrusting  you  with  the  decision  of  this  difficult  question,  the 
commissioners  feel  they  cannot  too  much  impress  you  with  the 
importance  of  a  duty,  on  the  judicious  performance  of  which  the 
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prosperity  of  the  colony  so  greatly  depends.  They  feel  assured 
that  you  will  enter  upon  the  task  with  the  most  anxious  desire 
to  arrive  at  the  best  possible  result;  and  believing  such  a  result 
will  be  most  effectually  secured  by  placing  the  whole  responsi- 
bility of  the  decision  in  your  hands,  the  commissioners  purposely 
avoid  all  minute  instructions  for  your  guidance,  and  desire  that 
you  will  consider  yourself  at  liberty  to  deviate,  even  from  the 
more  general  instructions  given,  if  in  the  discharge  of  your  duty 
new  facts  should  arise  which,  in  your  opinion,  Justify  so  strong  a 
measure. 

15.  Although  the  commissioners  leave  the  decision  of  this  im- 
portant question  entirely  in  your  hands,  it  is  their  desire  that, 
should  His  Excellency  the  Governor  arrive  suflSciently  early  in 
the  colony  (and  he  is  expected  to  be  at  Port  Lincoln  about  two 
months  after  you  reach  Nepean  Bay),  you  will  confer  with  him" 
on  the  subject,  and  pay  due  regard  to  his  opinion  and  suggestions, 
Avithout,  however,  yielding  to  any  influence  which  could  have  the 
effect  of  divesting  you  in  any  way  of  the  whole  responsibility  of 
the  decision.  The  commissioners  think  they  may  also  assist  you 
by  stating  the  grounds  on  which  they  conceive  your  decision  ought 
to  rest.  The  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  the  best  site  for 
the  first  town  will  be  that  which  combines  in  the  highest  degree 
the  following  advantages: — 

1st.  A  commodious  harbour,  safe  and  accessible  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year. 

2nd.  A  considerable  tract  of  fertile  land  immediately  adjoining. 

3rd.  An  abundant  supply  of  fresh  water. 

4th.     Facilities  for  internal  communication. 

5th.    Facilities  for  communication  with  other  ports. 

6th^  Distance  from  the  limits  of  the  colony,  as  a  means  of 
avoiaing  interference  from  without  in  the  principle  of  colonization. 

7th.  The  neighbourhood  of  extensive  sheep  walks. 

The  above  are  of  primary  importance,  the  following  of 
secondary  value: — 

8th.  A  supply  of  building  materials,  as  timber,  stone,  or  brick, 
earth  and  lime. 

9th.  Facilities  for  drainage. 
10th.  Coal. 

The  commissioners  are  of  opinion  that'  although  no  site  should 
be  selected  which  does  not  possess  a  harbour;  safe  and  accessible 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  yet  that  it  would  be  unwise  for  the 
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sake  of  still  superior  advantages  in  the  harbour  to  make  any  im- 
portant sacrifice  in  the  other  essentials  of  a  good  site.  As  far 
as  the  imperfect  information  already  possessed  enables  the  com- 
missioners to  judge,  the  district  between  Gulf  St.  Vincent  and 
the  Murray  or  Lake  Alexandrina  (provided  a  good  harbour  can 
be  found  appears  to  combine  the  requisite  advantages  in  the 
highest  degree.  This  district  is  sufficiently  central.  According  to 
the  report  of  Captain  Sturt  it  contains  an  abundance  of  highly 
fertile  land;  it  appears  to  be  well  supplied  with  water;  it  is  con- 
veniently situated  for  intercourse  with  Nepean  Bay  and  Port 
Lincoln;  and  if  a  communication  should  be  discovered  between 
Gulf  St.  Vincent  and  Lake  Alexandrina,  the  River  Murray  and 
its  tributaries  would  afford  the  most  important  facilities  for  com- 
munication, not  only  with  the  interior  of  the  new  colony  but  also 
with  that  extensive  portion  of  New  South  Wales,  which,  lying 
to  the  west  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  is  practically  excluded  from 
connexion  with  the  eastern  ports. 

16.  With  a  view  to  the  successful  completion  of  this  important 
service,  you  will  make  yourself  acquainted,  as  far  as  practicable, 
with  the  circumstances  which  have  determined  the  sites  of  new 
towns  in  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Canada,  &c.,  and  more 
especially  in  the  Australian  colonies;  and  you  will  pay  particular 
attention  to  those  causes  which,  in  the  latter  colonies,  have  led 
to  an  actual  change,  or  to  the  desire  for  change,  in  the  sites  of 
certain  towns  after  their  first  establishment. 

17.  When  you  have  determined  the  site  of  the  first  town,  you 
will  proceed  to  lay  it  out  in  accordance  with  the  "Regulations  for 
the  preliminary  sales  of  colonial  lands  in  the  country."  You 
will  make  the  streets  of  ample  width,  and  arrange  them  with 
reference  to  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  and  the  beauty 
and  salubrity  of  the  town;  and  you  will  make  the  necessary 
reserves  for  squares,  public  walks,  and  quays. 

18.  You  will  next  proceed  to  survey,  lay  out  and  map  the  sur- 
rounding district,  preparatory  to  the  choice  of  rural  lands;  and  you 
will  carry  these  surveys  to  an  extent  which,  in  connexion  with  the 
surveys  in  the  neighbourhood  of  other  ports  already  provided  for, 
will  secure  to  the  purchasers  under  the  preliminary  sales  as  far  as 
practicable  the  first  choice  of  land  throughout  the  colony.  In 
making  this  survey  you  will  divide  the  lands  into  sections  of  134 
acres  each,  of  a  form  convenient  for  occupation  and  fencing,  with 
a  reserved  road  adjoining  each  section;  and  you  will  provide  in 
the  best  manner  you  can  for  the  after  division  into  80-acre 
sections  of  such  of  these  lands  as  may  not  be  selected  by  the 
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holders  of  the  first  437  land  orders.  In  laying  down  the  division 
lines,  you  will  avail  yourself,  as  far  as  practicable,  of  the  natural 
boundaries,  and  you  will  provide  for  such  a  division  of  the  lands 
into  townships  and  counties  as  may  hereafter  be  determined  on 
by  the  Colonial  government.  You  will  take  care  that  all  princi- 
pal stations  are  permanently  marked,  and  that  proper  descrip- 
tions of  such  marks  are  duly  recorded. 

19.  In  all  your  surveys  you  will  reserve  as  a  public  road  all 
land  on  the  coast  within  not  less  than  100  ft.  of  highwater  mark, 
and  you  will  also  reserve  a  road,  at  least  66  ft.  wide,  along  each 
side  of  every  navigable  river,  and  around  every  lake  or  other 
sheet  of  water  whose  surface  is  not  included  in  the  estimated 
area  of  the  adjoining  section  or  sections. 

20.  It  is  intended  that  the  colonial  commissioner  shall  arrive 
in  the  colony  in  time  to  superintend  the  choice  of  lands  included  in 
the  preliminary  sales,  and  you  will  after  his  arrival  receive  the 
instructions  of  the  board  as  to  after  proceedings  through  that 
officer. 

21.  When  a  district  is  about  to  be  surveyed,  the  colonial  com- 
luissioner  will  report  such  Intention  to  the  Governor  in  council, 
and  will  apply  for  instructions  as  to  the  direction  and  construction 
of  the  roads  to  be  laid  out.  If  the  Governor  should  arrive  before 
the  colonial  commissioner,  you  will  yourself  apply  for  such  in- 
structions to  the  Governor. 

22.  Throughout  your  proceedings  you  will  exercise  the  utmost 
caution  to  prevent  collision  with  the  natives.  With  this  view  you 
will  avoid  unnecessary  division  of  your  party;  and  you  will  take 
care  that  each  detachment  is  placed  under  the  charge  of  an  officer 
on  whose  intelligence,  humanity,  caution,  temper,  and  courage  you 
can  fully  rely.  You  will  consider  the  wild  animals  as  the  property 
of  the  natives,  of  whom  any  which  may  be  desired  as  food  should 
be  purchased.  You  will  therefore  discourage  sporting,  and  in  In- 
habited districts  prevent  it  altogether.  Not  only  the  safety  of 
your  party,  but  the  future  security  of  the  colonists  generally, 
and  the  state  of  feeling  which  shall  hereafter  exist  between 
them  and  the  natives,  will  depend  mainly  on  the  attention  paid 
to  this  instruction. 

23.  You  are  to  keep  an  account  of  your  proceedings  in  a  journal 
to  give  a  chart  of  your  progress,  with  the  soundings  and  other 
particulars,  a  description  of  the  general  face  of  the  country  and 
appearance  of  the  shore;  and  a  statement  of  the  direction,  velocity, 
breadth,  and  depth  of  the  several  rivers.  You  are  also  to  require 
the  medical  and  other  scientific  gentlemen  of  the  expedition  to  note 


COLONEL   LIGHT.  1V5 

down  the  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  productions  of  each  part 
(preserving  specimens  as  far  as  their  means  will  permit),  the 
temperature  of  the  air,  and  the  direction  of  the  wind  at  certain 
fixed  hours  of  each  day,  the  quantity  of  rain  and  other 
meteorological  facts;  and  the  description  and  apparent  numbers  of 
the  different  tribes  you  may  meet. 

.24.  As  soon  as  the  "Cygnet"  can  be  spared  you  will  discharge 
her,  and  report  to  the  commissioners  at  the  first  opportunity  In 
what  manner  the  articles  of  agreement  with  the  owners  (of  which 
you  have  a  copy)  shall  have  been  observed.  The  "Rapid"  must  be 
retained  until  furthur  instructions. 

25.  Finally,  you  will  lay  before  the  Governor,  and  will  forward 
to  the  commissioners  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  a  full  report 
of  your  proceedings,  with  copies  of  your  own  journal  and  that  of 
the  scientific  gentlemen  who  will  accompany  you,  and  of  all 
maps,  charts,  and  other  drawings,  as  well  as  a  detailed  descrip- 
tion of  each  spot  which  you  may  consider  favourable  for  the 
erection  of  a  town,  and  a  full  statement  of  the  reasons  which 
may  have  influenced  you  in  the  selection  of  the  site  of  the  first 
town.  Also,  if  you  should  be  induced  to  deviate  from  the  instruc- 
tions herein  contained,  you  will  state  your  reasons  for  such  devia- 
tions fully. 

Given  at  London,  this  9th  day  of  March,  1836. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

(signed)      ROWLAND  HILL,  Secretary. 

P.S.  In  an  undertaking  in  which  so  much  is  at  stake,  it  is  desir- 
able to  guard  against  even  remote  dangers,  as  for  instance,  in 
the  event  of  the  separation  of  the  tw^o  ships  during  the  surveys, 
the  possible  loss  of  the  stores  of  both.  Under  such  circumstances 
the  depot  at  Kangaroo  Island  would  be  a  most  important  resource, 
as  Nepean  Bay  might  be  reached  by  means  of  the  boats. 

In  determining  what  stores  shall  remain  there,  it  is  important 
to  keep  this  contingency  in  view;  and  if  a  boat  can  be  left  there, 
and  a  signal  from  the  mainland  established,  as  a  fire  upon  some 
particular  eminence,  much  would  be  done  towards  securing  aid 
in  the  event  of  your  boats  being  lost,  or  in  case  any  of  your 
party  should  wander  from  the  main  body. 

If  any  accident  should  happen  to  the  stores  In  Kangaroo  Island, 
or  if  they  should  be  exhausted  before  the  arrival  of  other  supplies, 
application  for  aid  must  be  made  to  the  Governor  of  Van 
Diemen's  Land,  who  will  receive  instructions  from  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  grant  it.       As  a  further  security,   you  will  be 
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provided  with  specie  to  tlie  amount  of  £100,  which  you  are 
hereby  authorized  to  employ  in  the  purchase  of  any  stores  which 
may  be  required.  As  in  the  progress  of  the  surveys  it  will  be 
necessary  to  send  detached  parties  to  distant  stations,  it  will  be 
important  to  agree  upon  signals  of  recall,  of  distress  (arising 
from  the  attacli  of  natives  or  other  cause),  &c.  You  will  pay 
the  wages  of  the  labourers  under  your  command  by  orders  on 
the  storekeper,  whenever  it  can  be  done  conveniently.  The  store- 
keeper is  supplied  with  specie  to  the  amount  of  £100,  and  is  in- 
structed to  honour  such  orders.  Printed  forms  for  the  purpose 
will  be  prepared  for  your  use.* 

Second  P.S.,  21  March,  1836. — You  will  also,  in  the  same 
manner,  make  such  payments  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary 
to  the  officers  of  the  expedition,  in  part  liquidation  of  their 
claims  as  they  arise;  but  the  discharge  of  these  claims 
must  be  deferred  as  much  as  possible  till  the  arrival  of 
the  colonial  commissioner,  who  will  carry  out  instructions  as  to 
the  mode  of  payment.  Enclosed  is  a  schedule  of  the  officers' 
salaries  and  labourers'  wages,  with  a  statement  of  all  advances 
which  have  been  made.  To  these  advances  you  will  add  any 
charges  which  may  arise  for  extra  baggage,  and  you  will  take  care 
that  the  whole  is  liquidated  as  speedily  as  possible.  With  your  re- 
port to  the  commissioners  you  will  transmit  an  exact  statement  of 
the  account  with  each  member  of  the  expedition.  You  will  draw 
on  the  commissioners  at  21  days'  siglit  for  the  payment  of  the 
monies  which  may  become  due  to  the  owners  or  masters  of  the 
"Cygnet,"  in  accordance  witn  the  agreement,  a  copy  of  which  is 
enclosed. 

REPORT  on  the  Departure  of  the  "Rapid." 
The  brig  "Rapid,"  of  162  tons,  left  the  City  Canal  about  noon 
on  Sunday  the  21st  of  May.  She  was  purchased  by  the  Coloni- 
zation Commissioners  for  South  Australia  as  a  surveying  vessel, 
and  has  been  repaired  and  equipped  in  a  manner  which  renders 
her  exceedingly  Avell  adapted  to  the  service. 

The  surveyor-general  (Colonel  Light),  having  served  many  years 
in  the  navy  as  well  as  in  the  army,  has  been  placed  in  command 
of  the  vessel,  with  Messrs.  Field,  Pullen,  and  Hill  as  the  1st,  2nd, 
and  3rd  officers.  Mr.  Pullen  to  act  as  assistant  surveyor  on 
arrival  In  the  colony.  The  "Rapid"  also  carries  out  Mr.  Jacob, 
one  of  the  assistant  surveyors,  Mr.  Claughton,  one  of  the  junior 
assistant  surveyors,  Mr.  Woodford,  surgeon,  four  steerage  pas- 
sengers (three  surveyor's  labourers,  and  one  female),  and  a  crew 
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of  13  well-selected  seamen.  The  terms  on  which  the  officers  and 
men  are  engaged  appear  in  the  schedule  of  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  and  the  wages  of  the  seamen  and  labourers,  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  advances  made  to  each. 

The  "Rapid"  has  on  board  a  very  complete  set  of  surveying  in- 
struments, with  provisions,  clothing,  and  other  stores  for  12 
months,  as  well  as  proper  surgical  instruments,  medicines,  &c. 

-The  whole  of  these  stores  have  been  placed  under  the  charge 
of  Colonel  Light,  who  has  given  his  receipt  for  the  same. 

Colonel  Light  has  been  furnished  by  Lord  Glenelg  with  des- 
patches to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Van  Dieman's  Land,  which 
will  secure  for  the  surveying  party  assistance  in  any  case  of 
difficulty.  Colonel  Light  has  also  instructions  from  the  commis- 
sioners for  his  guidance  in  directing  the  surveys  and  in  deter- 
mining the  site  of  the  first  town,  as  well  as  copies  or  the  instruc- 
tions to  the  officers  on  board  the  "Cygnet."  In  these  documents 
minute  Information  will  be  found  as  to  tlie  plan  of  the  expedition. 
The  "Rapid"  was  taken  down  the  river  by  a  steamtug,  passing 
Gravesend  about  half-past  3  o'clock.  It  was  the  intention  of 
Colonel  Light  to  remain  at  the  Nore  till  the  morning  tide,  and 
then  to  proceed  on  his  voyage,  but  the  severity  of  the  weather 
was  such  as  to  detain  the  vessel  at  the  Nore  till  yesterday  (Wed- 
nesday) morning.  The  pilot  left  the  "Rapid"  in  the  Downs  at  4 
o'clock  yesterday  afternoon,  going  down  the  Channel  with  a 
strong  wind  from  the  E.N.E. 

The  "Rapid"  will  proceed  direct  to  Nepean  Bay,  where,  as  she 
is  the  quicker  sailer,  she  is  expected  to  arrive  about  the  same 
time  as  the  "Cygnet,"  notwithstanding  the  delay  in  her  departure, 
which  has  resulted  from  Colonel  Light's  illness.  On  reaching 
Nepean  Bay,  Colonel  Light  will  take  the  command  of  the  whole 
expedition. 

5  May,  1836.  (signed)  ROWLAND  HILL. 

P.S. — An  insurance  has  been  effected  on  the  "Rapid"  and  her 
stores  as  follows;— For  the  voyage— On  the  ship,  £4,000  at  three 
per  cent.;  on  the  stores,  £1,900  at  three  per  cent.  For  12  months 
during  the  surveys— On  the  ship,  £3,000  at  10^  per  cent.,  with  a 
right  to  deduct  16/8  per  cent,  for  every  month  not  commenced. 
LETTER  OF  INSTRUCTIONS  by  the  Colonization  Commis- 
sioners for  South  Australia  to  G.  S.  Kingston,  Esq.,  Deputy 

Surveyor  for  the  Colony  of  South  Australia. 
HEREWITH  you  will   receive  a  copy   of  the  instructions  to 
Colonel  Light,  the  surveyor-general,  with  reference  to  the  expedi- 
tion now  fitting  out  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  certain  parts  of 
South  Australia,  and  of  determining  the  site  of  the  first  town. 
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It  will  be  your  duty  carefully  to  observe  the  directions  of 
Colonel  Light,  and  to  do  all  in  your  power  to  second  his  efforts, 
and  to  promote  the  comfort,  discipline,  and  efficiency  of  the  party 
placed  under  your  command. 

If  you  arrive  first  at  Kangaroo  Island,  you  will  adopt  the 
Instructions  given  to  Colonel  Light  with  reference  to  the  disem- 
barkation of  men  and  stores,  and  the  survey  of  Nepean  Bay  and 
the  neighbouring  lands. 

If  at  the  time  such  surveys  are  completed.  Colonel  Light  should 
be  unable  to  talce  the  command,  from  non-arrival,  extreme  ill- 
ness, or  any  other  cause,  you,  are  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  assume  the  command  of  the  whole  expedition,  and  to  adopt 
the  instructions  given  to  Colonel  Light  as  part  of  your  own; 
taking  care,  liowever,  to  leave  written  information  at  Kangaroo 
Island  of  your  intended  course,  and  to  adopt  every  other  pre- 
caution calculated  to  enable  Colonel  Light  to  join  you.  On  his 
arrival  you  will  resign  the  command  into  his  nands. 

In  case  of  the  death  of  Colonel  Light,  or  of  his  continued 
inability  to  take  the  command,  you  will  act  on  his  instruction? 
throughout,  and  exercise  all  powers  vested  in  him,  with  this  one 
exception,  that  having  carefully  determined  in  your  own  mind 
which  is  the  best  site  for  the  first  town,  you  will  submit  your 
decision  to  the  Governor  in  council,  and  to  the  colonial  commis- 
sioner (or  in  case  of  the  non-arrival  or  death  of  either  of  these 
officers,  then  to  the  otlier  only),  whose  confirmatioia  you  will  con- 
sider a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  final  decision  of  the  question. 

Given  at  London,  9th  day  of  March,  183G. 
By  order  of  the  Board, 

(signed)      ROWLAND  HILL,  Secretary. 
LETTER     OF     INSTRUCTIONS     by     the     Colonization     Com- 
missioners for  South  Australia  to  F.  B.  BMnmss,  Esq.,t  one 
of  the  Assistant  Surveyors  for  South  Australia. 

HEREWITH  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  the  instructions  to 
Colonel  Light,  the  surveyor-general,  and  also  of  those  to  Mr.  G. 
S.  Kingston,  the  deputy-surveyor,  with  reference  to  the  expedition 
now  fitting  out  for  the  purpose  of  surveying  certain  parts  of 
South  Australia,  and  of  determining  the  site  of  the  first  town. 

In  case  of  the  death  of  both  Colonel  Light  and  Mr.  Kingston,  or 
of  the  inability  of  both  from  any  cause  to  take  the  command,  you 
are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  assume  the  command  of  the 
whole  expedition,  and  to  act  on  the  instructions  given  to  Mr. 
Kingston. 

Given  at  Loudon,  this  9th  day  of  March,  1836. 
Trav^eS'"    ^"^"'''^   "'"^    ^^''"°"*^"    ^^^   Christian    names   of   Mr.    Finniss   were    "Boyle 
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LETTER  OF  INSTRUCTIONS  from  the  Colonization  Commis- 
sioners to  Mr.  Thomas  Gilbert,  Storekeeper. 

1.  YOU  will  proceed  to  the  colony  with  the  surveying  expedi- 
tion; the  officer  in  command  of  which  has  instructions,  on  arrival 
at  Nepean  Bay,  in  Kangaroo  Island,  to  land  you,  together  with  a 
few  gardeners,  and  if  necessary  a  guard.  He  has  also  instruc- 
tions to  disembark  at  the  same  time  all  stores  which  are  not 
wanted  during  the  surveys. 

2.  Of  these  stores  you  will  take  the  charge,  and  you  will  be 
responsible  for  their  safe  custody  and  preservation.  You  will 
take  an  exact  inventory  of  them,  which  must  be  attested  by  the 
officer  in  command.  You  will  cause  a  temporary  storehouse  to 
be  constructed  for  their  reception  (the  materials  for  which  you 
will  carry  out,  except  such  as  may  be  found  on  the  spot),  and 
you  will  make  the  best  arrangement  you  can  for  their  preserva- 
tion and  safety. 

3.  You  will  take  care  that  suitable  seeds,  tools,  &c,  for  the  use  of 
the  gardeners  are  carried  out,  as  well  as  scales  and  weights, 
measures,  account  books,  and  all  other  apparatus  necessary  for 
the  proper  discharge  of  your  duty  as  storekeeper. 

4.  The  site  of  the  storehouse  should  be  dry  and  capable  of 
ready  defence.  In  the  selection  of  the  site  you  will  be  guided  by 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  expedition;  and  you  are  hereby 
authorized  to  occupy  any  site  thus  selected  in  preference  to  any 
other  party,  until  the  choice  of  lands  shall  take  place  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  colonial  commissioner. 

5.  As  a  protection  against  fire,  the  storehouse  should  be  de- 
tached from  all  other  erections;  the  gunpowder  and  other  highly 
inflammable  stores  should  be  placed  under  a  separate  and  dis- 
tinct cover,  proper  lightning  conductors  should  be  erected,  and 
the  storehouse  should  never  be  entered  except  in  the  day  time. 
You  will  be  specially  careful  to  be  present  yourself,  and  to  adopt 
every  proper  precaution  whenever  any  one  goes  to  the  powder 
magazine. 

6.  On  the  departure  of  the  surveying  expedition  from  Nepean 
Bay,  unless  the  officer  in  command  should  make  some  other 
arrangement,  you  are  authorized  and  required  to  assume  the 
command  of  all  persons  who  may  be  left  by  such  officer  on  Kan- 
garoo Island.  You  will  see  that  the  gardeners  and  other  servants 
of  the  commissioners  are  properly  employed  in  rearing  vegetables, 
and  you  will  give  or  withhold  their  rations  according  to  their 
conduct. 
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7.  All  supplies  to  persons  not  entitled  to  rations,  or  in  excess  of 
the  rations  allowed,  must  be  charged  to  the  parties  receiving 
them,  if  sold  in  bulk,  at  an  advance  of  3D  per  cent,  on  the  cost 
price  In  this  country.  If  sold  in  retail,  the  price  must  be  advanced 
so  as  to  cover  waste,  the  intention  being  that  a  given  quantity 
of  stores,  as  a  cask  of  meat,  shall  be  sold,  whether  as  a  whole 
cask  or  in  smaller  quantities,  at  such  a  rate  as  to  produce  on  the 
whole  cask,  whatever  the  loss  of  weight  sustained  may  be,  30 
per  cent,  more  than  the  net  cost  in  this  country,  the  charges  for 
shipping,  &c,  not  being  included.  The  produce  of  the  labour  of 
the  gardeners  must  be  added  to  the  stores,  and  sold  at  prices 
suflBcient  to  cover  the  whole  cost  of  production.  In  the  disposal 
of  stores  you  will,  as  far  as  possible,  avoid  breaking  bulk;  and 
as  the  price  of  the  stores  is  placed  low  for  the  convenience  of 
the  surveying  party,  you  will  exercise  a  proper  discretion  in 
refusing  any  supplies  beyond  the  fair  necessities  of  the  appli- 
cant. 

8.  You  will  keep  exact  accounts  of  all  draughts  on  the  stores, 
entering  the  rations  in  the  ship's  steward's  book,  obtaining  the 
usual  vouchers,  and  all  sales  in  a  day  book  and  a  ledger.  These 
books  you  will  take  with  you.  You  will  take  care  that  no  one 
incurs  a  debt  beyond  his  claim  on  the  commissioners  for  wages 
due,  or  beyond  the  extent  of  such  guarantee  as  may  have  been 
approved  by  the  oflBcer  in  command  of  the  expedition. 

9.  You  will  frequently  take  stock,  as  a  check  on  your  accounts, 
and  you  will  examine  the  stores  from  time  to  time,  as  a  security 
against  injury  from  damp,  heat,  vermin,  or  other  cause. 

10.  Before  leaving  this  country  you  will  take  care  to  supply  the 
deficiencies,  should  any  exist,  in  your  knowledge  of  the  means 
usually  employed  for  the  preservation  of  stores,  such  as  you  will 
have  the  charge  of,  and  you  will  take  care  to  be  provided  with 
evei-ything  which  may  be  required  as  a  preventative  against  in- 
jury. On  the  determination  of  the  site  of  the  first  town,  you  will 
attend  to  such  orders  as  you  may  receive  from  the  oflScer  in  com- 
mand of  the  surveying  expedition  as  to  the  removal  of  your  stores. 

11.  On  the  arrival  of  the  colonial  commissioner,  you  will  receive 
your  instructions  from  that  oflScer,  and  you  will  thenceforward 
act  under  his  authority. 

Given  at  London,  this  21st  day  of  March,  1836. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

(signed)      ROWLAND  HILL. 
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P.S. — You  will  take  with  you  specie  to  the  iimount  of  £100,  for 
the  safety  of  which  you  Avill  be  responsible.  From  this  fund, 
and  the  produce  of  the  sales  of  the  stores,  you  will  be  enabled, 
and  you  are  hereby  required,  to  meet  the  orders  which  the  sur- 
veyor-general is  instructed  to  issue  for  the  payment  of  the 
labourers. 

March,  1836.  ROWLAND    HILL. 

REPORT  on  the  departure  of  the  "Cygnet." 
THE  "Cygnet,"  239  tons,  Capt.  Rolls,  sailed  from  Gravesend  on 
Thursday,  the  24th  March,  1836,  about  noon.  She  was  engaged 
by  the  colonization  commissioners  for  South  Australia  of  the 
owner,  Mr.  Thomas  Ward,  on  the  terms  stated  in  the  agreement, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  part  of  the  surveying  staff,  with 
their  labourers,  and  a  few  other  persons,  and  for  use  in  the  colony 
during  the  progress  of  the  surveys. 

The  "Cygnet"  has  on  board  84  passengers,  viz.  15  cabin  and  69 
steerage  passengers.  The  cabin  passengers  are  as  follows: — Mr. 
G.  S.  Kingston,  the  deputy  surveyor,  In  command,  under  Colonel 
Light  (who  goes  out  in  the  "Rapid")  of  this  division  of  the  sur- 
veying party;  Mr.  F.  B.  Finniss,  one  of  the  assistant  surveyors, 
second  in  command,  and  Mrs.  Finniss;  four  other  assistant 
surveyors,  viz.  Mr.  Neale  (with  Mrs.  Neale),  and  Messrs.  Sy- 
monds.  Hardy  and  Cannan;  also  Capt.  Lipson,  R.N.,  harbour- 
master, and  Mrs.  Lipson,  Dr.  Edward  Wright,  surgeon,  and  Mrs. 
Wright,  Mr.  Thomas  Gilbert,  the  storekeeper,  and  Messrs.  Mor- 
phett  and  Powys,  emigrants,  going  out  at  their  own  cost. 

The  steerage  passengers  are  as  follows: — 

8  Children     of  the  cabin  passengers,  receiving  cabin  accommo- 
dation but  steerage  fare,  and  charged  as  steerage  passen- 
gers. 
38  Adult  male  labourers  and  servants; 

11  Ditto  female  -  ditto    -    -    ditto  (viz.  nine  married  and  two 
single) ;  •      - 

4  Children,  between  two  years  and  14  years  of  age;  and 
8  Infants,  under  two  years  of  age. 


Of  the  labourers,  one  (Rogers)  is  the  storekeeper's  clerk,  and 
30  are  engaged  to  assist  the  surveyors  or  as  gardeners.— (See 
schedule  of  labourers'  wages  and  advances,  also  copies  of  the 
articles  of  agreement  between  the  surveyor-general  and  the  la- 
bourers). 
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The  "Cygnet"  carries  out  a  complete  set  of  surveying  instru- 
ments, and  a  large  stock  of  provisions,  clothing,  and  other  stores 
for  the  use  of  the  surveyors  (who  will  be  allowed  rations  when  in 
actual  service),  and  for  sale  to  the  emigrants  generally,  A  supply 
of  food  for  one  year  after  arrival  in  the  colony  was  provided,  but 
want  of  space  rendered  it  necessarj-  to  omit  about  one-half  of 
the  bread  and  flour,  as  well  as  certain  other  stores  enumerated  in 
the  "list  of  stores,  &;c.,  ordered  for  the  'Cygnet,'  but  not  shipped/' 

The  instruments,  ordnance  stores,  stationery,  &c.,  required  for 
the  land  surveys  have  been  put  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  King- 
ston, the  nautical  surveying  instruments  under  that  of  Captain 
Lipson,  the  provisions,  clothing,  &c.,  and  a  complete  set  of  sur- 
gical instruments  under  that  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  the  medical 
stores,  with  certain  surgical  instruments  for  immediate  use, 
under  that  of  Dr.  Wright. 

Inventories  of  these  stores  have  been  made,  and  the  receipts 
obtained  of  the  officers  under  whose  charge  they  are  respectively 
placed. 

Mr.  Kingston  has  despatches  from  Lord  Glenelg  to  the  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  of  Van  Diemen's  Land,  which  will  obtain  for  the 
surveying  party  aid  in  ease  of  need  Messrs,  Kingston,  Finniss, 
and  Gilbert  have  also  instructions '  from  the  commissioners  for 
their  own  guidance,  and  the  two  former  have  copies  of  the  in- 
structions to  each  of  the  others,  as  well  as  copies  of  those  for 
Colonel  Light, 

To  these  documents  I  would  refer  for  more  minute  informa- 
tion as  to  the  plan  of  the  expedition. 

Mr.  Montefiore  was  so  good  as  to  accompany  me  in  examining 
the  aiTangements  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  emigrants. 
Owing  to  the  necessity  for  talving  on  board  a  very  large  stock 
of  provisions,  we  found  the  space  between  decks  was  to  a  very 
objectionable  extent  occupied  with  goods,  chiefly  the  passengers' 
luggage,  but  the  captain  promised  to  remove  these  goods  as 
rapidly  as  room  could  be  made  for  them,  by  taking  to  pieces  the 
water  and  other  casks  as  quickly  as  they  should  be  emptied,  and 
he  assures  us  that  the  M-hole  would  disappear  m  a  fortnight.  On 
consideration  there  appeared  no  doubt  it  would  be  a  much  greater 
evil  to  unship  any  of  the  goods  than  to  submit  to  a  temporary 
inconvenience.  The  emigrants  themselves,  to  nearly  the  whole  of 
whom  we  spoke  on  the  subject,  were  of  this  opinion,  and  they, 
without  exception,  expressed  themselves  exceedingly  well  satis- 
fied with  the  arrangements  made  for  their  accommodation, 

Mr,  Brown,  the  commissioners'  emigration  agent,  was  on  board 
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actively  employed  in  discharge  of  his  duties;  and  Mr.  Mann,  the 
colonial  advocate-general  was  so  good  as  to  superintend  the 
execution  of  the  agreements  between  the  surveyor-general  and  the 
labourers. 

Each   male   adult  passenger,   except  the   officers,    has   entered 
into  a  written  engagement  to  submit  to  the  authority  of  the  officer 
in  command,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  retained. 
•  29  March,  183(;.  (signed)        ROWLAND  HILL,  Secretary. 

A  letter  from  Admiral  Pulleu  first  published  in  the  "Waltham 
Abbey  and  Cheshunt  Weekly  Telegraph"  has  much  in  it  that  will 
interest  South  Australian  readers: — 

"Sir— Reading  in  your  paper  of  late  paragraphs  of  suggestion 
from  my  old  friend  Lieutenant-Colonel  Palmer,  of  Nazing  Parle, 
on  South  Australia,  advocating  a  line  of  communication  across 
New  Holland  from  Adelaide  to  Port  Darwin,  on  the  north-west 
coast,  by  tramway,  to  be  worked  by  horses,  eventually  to  be 
superseded  by  steam,  &c.,  on  the  line  of  telegraph  now  existing,  I 
do  unhesitatingly  say,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  from  charts  and 
knowledge  of  South  Australia,  I  consider  such  an  undertaking 
feasible,  may  easily  be  carried  out,  and  would  be  not  only  a  great 
benefit  to  all  the  colonies  on  that  great  island  peninsula  already 
established,  but  to  others  that  may  be  formed,  and  an  everlasting 
memorial  of  its  proposers  and  an  honour  to  all  concerned.  First, 
you  may  ask  who  I  am  that  I  should  give  such  opinions,  and  back 
up  the  suggestions  of  others,  who  from  communication  with  the 
colony  since  I  left  it  in  1841  must  know  more  on  the  subject  in 
question.  I  am  an  officer  in  H.M.  Navy,  now  holding  the  rank 
of  a  Rear-Admiral,  and  I  believe  the  only  survivor  of  the  late 
Colonel  Light's  staff  of  surveyors  who  went  out  with  him  in  The 
"Rapid"  in  May,  1836,  and  therefore  consider  myself  in  a  position 
to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  what  concerns  South  Australia. 

"I  first  became  acquainted  with  Colonel  Light  late  in  the  year 
1835,  when  I  was  but  a  junior  officer  in  the  Navy,  and  was  serving 
in  the  steamship  "Alban,"  employed  on  the  Mediterranean  Station. 
She  was  ordered  home  to  be  paid  off  when  he  and  one  or  two 
other  gentlemen  took  passage  in  her  for  England,  embarking  at 
Malta.  During  that  passage  an  intimacy  sprung  up  with  him. 
and  he  told  me  he  was  going  to  Australia  to  found  a  new  colony, 
to  be  named  South  Australia,  of  which  he  was  to  bo  the  Surveyor- 
General  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  late  Duke  of  Wellington, 
on  whose  staff  he  had  served  during  the  PeninsuLar  War;  and  as 
soon  as  ever  the  arrangements  and  fitting  of  the  expedition  could 
be  made  and  completed  he  would  sail  from  England.     Would  I 
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join  Lim  as  oue  of  iiis  assistants  on  wbat  appeared  to  me,  as  a 
young  man,  to  be  a  very  fascinating  adventure.  At  this  time  i 
had  been  close  upon  eight  years  in  the  navy,  and  considering  my 
interest  very  small  to  advance  me  in  my  profession,  shortly  after 
getting  home  and  paying  off  and  consultation  with  my  friends,  I 
decided  on  joining  the  Colonel,  for  short  a  time  as  I  had  known 
him,  a  strong  friendship  was  cemented  between  us,  which  lasted 
throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  I  had  no  reason  ever  to 
regret  having  elected  the  taking  of  his  offer. 

In  the  course  of  fitting  out  the  "Rapid"  a  small  brig  of  162 
tons  burthen,  purchased  by  the  South  Australian  Colonization 
Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  and  surveying,  I  be- 
came acquainted  with  Mr.,  now  Lieut.-Col.,  Palmer,  one  of  them, 
and  from  that  time,  April,  1836,  to  the  present,  have  I  enjoyed 
that  gentleman's  friendship,  although  meeting  in  the  long  period 
of  time  elapsed,  till  now,  but  very  seldom. 

We  sailed  from  the  River  Thames  early  in  May,  1836,  and  Col. 
Light,  being  a  sailor  as  well  as  a  soldier,  took  command  of  the 
brig;  a  Lieut.  Field,  R.N.,  was  chief  ollicer;  I,  the  second;  and  a 
Mr.  Hill  the  third;  a  surgeon,  two  assistant  surveyors,  with  12  or 
14  men,  forming  altogether  a  very  happy  and  united  crew;  and 
about  the  latter  end  of  August  we  reached  our  destination,  whea 
immediately  the  exploration  and  survey  of  the  new  country  were 
commenced.  The  search  for  a  port  was  a  first  consideration,  and, 
falling  into  the  position  of  an  assistant  surveyor,  I  took  charge  of 
a  well-fitted  hatch  boat,  and  on  making  a  closer  examination  of 
the  eastern  shores  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Vincent,  having  got  well  up 
it  in  the  brig,  nearer  inshore  than  she  could  approach,,  I  entered 
what  is  now  Port  Adelaide  by  a  northern  channel,  and  on  arriving 
at  the  broadest  part,  where  it  bends  round  to  the  westward,  I  saw 
another  boat,  which,  on  joining,  I  found  to  be  Lieut.  Field,  who 
had  come  in  by  what  is  now  the  chief  entrance,  off  which  the 
"Kapid"  was  lying  at  anchor,  when,  after  getting  on  board  and 
making  our  reports,  the  Colonel  named  it  Port  Adelaide. 

After  Col.  Light's  death,  which  I  verily  believe  was  hastened 
by  the  bad  treatment  he  had  received  acting  on  a  most  sensitive 
nature— treatment  as  undeserved  as  uncalled  for— I  left  the  sur- 
vey and  accompanied  Capt.  Hart  on  an  overland  journey  from 
Portland  Bay  to  Adelaide  with  a  herd  of  cattle;  when  shortly 
after  my  return  the  new  Governor  (Col.  Gawler)  appointed  me 
Marine  Surveyor  of  the  Colony,  and  while  holding  that  office  1 
was  principally  employed  about  Lake  Alexandrina,  the  Coorong. 
or  south-east  branch,  discovered  Lake  Albert,  and  finally  took  a 
small  cutter,  the  "Waterwitch,"  of  six  feet  draught  of  water,  in 
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through  the  only  outlet  to  the  sea  for  the  discharge  of  the  lake 
and  great  rivers  of  the  interior,  such  as  the  Murray,  MuiTum- 
bidgee,  and  the  Darling  (now  navigable  by  steam  for  6,000 
miles),  with  the  intention  of  eventually  taking  the  cutter  across 
Lake  Alexandrina  to  its  junction  with  the  main  entrance  of  the 
Murray,  and  thence  to  the  North-west  Bend.  Circumstances,  how- 
ever, occurring,  such  as  reductions  in  the  Government  establish- 
ments, caused  me  to  leave  the  colony  for  England. 

My  first  going  out  to  sea  through  this  outlet  was  with  a 
volunteer  boat's  crew;  for  it  had  such  a  name  from  the  heavy  surf 
roUing  through  it,  and  the  whole  of  the  adjacent  coast,  besides 
the  only  boat  that  had  ever  attempted  to  get  out  having  capsized 
with  the  first  Chief  Justice  of  the  Colony  (Sir  John  Jeffcott)  in 
her,  who  was  drowned,  there  was  a  natural  dread  by  many,  who 
considered  the  risk  too  great  for  a  trial.  But  often  having  observed 
that  at  times  a  line  of  dark  water  with  no  break  passed  out 
through  the  breakers,  indicating  deep  water,  narrow  certainly,  I 
determined  on  sounding  it  the  first  opportunity  I  had.  That 
opportunity  now  had  arrived,  so  mustering  my  crew  of  six  men 
out  of  the  12  sailors  then  with  me,  six  refusing,  I  shoved  off  from 
the  shore.  Col.  Gawler  and  several  ofl3cers  with  him  stationed 
themselves  on  Barker's  Knoll  to  witness  the  attempt,  which,  hap- 
pily, was  successful,  and  I  found  a  depth  of  10  feet  of  water 
throughout,  with  a  heavy  roll  of  sea  free  of  break,  but  heavy 
breakers  on  either  side  of  us.  On  my  landing  I  received  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  Governor  and  all  present,  when  he  named  it. 
and  the  channel  leading  to  the  Goolwa  Port  Pullen.  After  this  I 
engaged  that  if  he  would  send  me  the  "Waterwitch"  I  would  take 
her  in.  My  idea  previous  to  sounding  this  outlet,  although  seen 
but  a  few  times,  was  that  the  channel  was  a  shifting  one;  at  all 
events  I  made  every  preparation  for  taking  the  vessel  in  by 
placing  two  large  buoys  in  the  fairway,  which  stood  so  well  for  a 
long  time,  against  strong  breezes,  too,  that  I  hoped  I  had  been 
mistaken,  when,  two  or  three  days  before  her  an*ival  was  an- 
nounced at  Encounter  Bay,  the  buoys  had  disappeared,  and  the 
channel  had,  indeed,  taken  a  new  direction,  thus  confirming  what 
I  first  thought.  Yet  as  this  new  one  was  well  defined,  weather 
favourable,  and  nothing  wanting  to  ensure  success,  I  pushed  for 
it,  and  got  safely  in  and  on  the  Goolwa,  then  quite  as  much 
known  as  the  Elbow  of  the  Lower  Murray.  Here  I  left  her;  and 
soon  after  sailed  for  England,  reaching  it  in  May.  1842;  re-entered 
the  navy,  and  have  been  pretty  frequently  employed  ever  since  in 
all  parts  of  the  world,  including  the  Crimea  and  the  arctic  regions, 
in  search  of  Franklin. 
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"In  all  the  time  that  has  elapsed  since  I  left  that  part  of  the 
^vorid— more  than  33  years — how  wonderfully  has  Adelaide  grown 
and  prospered;  and  although  the  colony  has  had  its  hard  times,  no 
one  can  with  tinith  say  that  the  scheme  on  which  it  was  founded 
has  not  been  successful.  Proof  of  which  in  every  way  can  be 
found,  not  only  in  its  large  population,  forming  a  well-governed 
community,  but  specimens  of  its  varied  productions,  indigenous 
to  manj'  climes,  are  to  be  seen  in  the  great  museum  of  the  Crystal 
Palace.  And  it  seems  hard  to  realize,  where  now  stand  such  noble 
buildings  of  evei-j^  description,  replete  with  all  comfort  and 
luxury,  not  forgetting  God's  House,  I  knew  as  an  untrodden  and 
solitary  forest,  except  by  the  wild  man,  kangaroo,  savage  dingo, 
and  screaming  cockatoo.  Gratifying  would  it  be  if  any  event  ever 
took  me  again  to  that  country  which  I  have  watched  with  so  much 
interest;  and  I  am  sure  that  were  it  possible  for  the  good  Col. 
Light  to  look  up  and  around  from  his  last  resting  place  in  one  of 
the  principal  squares  of  the  City  of  Adelaide,  his  own  designing, 
with  all  its  sun'oundings,  he  would,  I'm  sure,  rejoice.  And  the 
same  spirit,  too,  of  extending  their  borders  by  exploration  and 
discovery  is  with  the  South  Australians  now  as  ever  it  was.  And 
the  example  of  such  men  as  Sturt,  Eyre,  and  others  is  followed 
by  Ross,  Warburton,  Giles,  Gosse,  and  Forrest,  &c.,  with  many 
from  the  other  colonies  fringing  the  sea  borders  of  the  great 
island.  And  these  discoveries  have  been  utilized,  yet  not  to  the 
full  extent  of  which  they  are  capable,  by  bringing  South  Aus- 
tralia and  the  other  colonies  into  closer  connection  with  the 
mother  country  by  the  electric  wire  which  Is  stretched  across  the 
explored  line  of  country  from  Adelaide  to  Port  Darwin— a  dis- 
tance of  over  2,000  miles." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


HIS  ARRIVAL  IN  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA  AND  SELECTION 
OF  THE  SITE  OF  THE  CAPITAL. 

Colonel  Light,  in  command  of  the  "Rapid"  arrived  in  Nepean 
Bay,  Kangaroo  Island,  on  August  20,  1836,  and  anchored  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  bay  at  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  He  left 
London  on  the  4th  May. 

Three  vessels,  with  general  stores,  chartered  by  the  South 
Australian  Company,  which  had  preceded  the  "Rapid"  reached 
Nepean  Bay  in  the  following  order: — 

"Duke  of  York,"  Captain  R.  C.  Morgan,  197  tons,  with  38  pas- 
sengers, arrived  July  27,  1836. 

"Lady  Mary  Pelham,"  Captain  Robert  Ross,  206  tons,  with  29 
passengers,  on  July  30,  1836. 

"John  Pirie,"  Captain  G.  Martin,  105  tons,  with  28  passengers, 
on  August  16,  1836.  The  two  firstnamed  left  London  on  Feb- 
ruary 24  and  March  30  respectively,  and  the  lastnamed  on  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1836.  On  the  21st  August  Captain  Martin,  of  the  "John 
Pirie,"  and  Mr.  Samuel  Stephens,  the  manager  of  the  South  Aus- 
tralian Company,  visited  the  "Rapid."  The  reports  of  the  officers 
who  had  landed  not  being  satisfactory  to  Colonel  Light,  he  re- 
moved the  "Rapid"  to  opposite  the  site  of  Kingscote,  in  proximity 
to  the  vessels  then  anchored  there,  and  remained  in  Nepean  Bay 
until  September  7,  when  he  decided  to  proceed  to  the  mainland 
opposite  Kangaroo  Island. 

The  "Cygnet,"  fitted  out  by  the  Colonization  Commissioners  to 
assist  Colonel  Light,  had  not  reached  Kangaroo  Island,  although 
it  had  left  London  about  six  weeks  before  the  "Rapid."  The  sur- 
veying staff  on  the  Cygnet  were  Messrs.  G.  S.  Kingston,  B.  T. 
Finnlss,  Neale,  R.  G.  Symonds,  Alfred  Hardy,  and  Cannan,  also 
Captain  Lipson  (harbourmaster),  Dr.  E.  Wright,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Gilbert  (storekeeper).  Before  leaving  Nepean  Bay  Colonel  Light 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Gilbert*:— 

*  A  facsimile  of  the  letter  will  appear  in  an  edition  de  luxe  of  these  papers  now 
being  printed  separately. 
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"Dear  Gilbert— As  I  find  by  your  instructions  you  are  desired 
to  land  the  stores  on  Kangaroo  Island  until  a  final  settlement  is 
established,  the  place  I  recommend  to  you  is  the  mouth  of  the 
freshwater  river.*  You  will  find  there  several  dry  spots,  many 
eligible  for  erecting  a  store,  with  the  advantage  of  fresh  water 
near  you.  The  "Cygnet"  may  anchor  about  one  and  a  half  or  two 
miles  off.  and  by  taking  advantage  of  the  tides  all  the  stores  may 
be  landed  with  safety  and  ease.  I  am  going  to  examine  the 
gulf.  The  weather  has  been  very  much  against  my  doing  much 
since  our  arrival.  I  was  surprised  not  to  find  you  here.  We  had 
a  passage  of  104  days  from  the  Lizard.  On  my  return  from  the 
gulf  I  hope  to  find  you  safe  here. 

Yours  very  truly, 

WM.   LIGHT. 
Nepean  Bay,  September  6,  1836. 

Mr.  Robert  Gouger,  who  visited  Rapid  Bay  on  November  7th, 
1830,  while  Colonel  Light  was  examining  the  country  in  that 
localitj-.  recorded  his  impressions  as  followst: — 

"There  is  a  most  delightful  spot  near  Cape  Jervis  of  which, 
having  visited  it,  I  cannot  but  speak,  though  from  the  account  of 
those  of  my  friends  who  have  wandered  far  about  the  country, 
it  is  equalled,  if  not  surpassed,  by  many  places  in  loveliness.  This 
place  Colonel  Light  discovered  and  called  after  the  ship  he  com- 
manded 'Rapid  Bay.'  When  I  was  there  in  November,  1836,  a 
small  stream  of  excellent  water  flowed  through  it,  and  as  it 
abounded  with  fresh-water  fish  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose 
the  flow  is  constant.  The  hills  on  each  side  are  covered  with 
the  most  luxuriant  kangaroo  grass,  the  richest  and  most  valuable 
grass  known  in  these  countries;  and  the  plain  was  speckled  with 
new  and  l>eautiful  flowers.  Mr.  Gouger's  diary,  not  pub- 
lished until  1898.  contains  the  following^: — 'November  7th,  1836. — 
This  morning  the  "Africaine"  left  Nepean  Bay,  and  in  a  few 
hours  reached  Cape  Jenis  and  anchored  in  a  bay,  where  we  dis- 
covered the  "Rapid.*'  and  on  an  adjacent  hill  some  tents.  A  boat 
which  put  off  on  our  approach  brought  us  Colonel  Light,  who 
piloted  the  ship  to  Rapid  Bay.  A  party  of  us  accompanied  Colonel 
Light  on  shore,  being  desirous  of  seeing  as  much  as  we  could  of 
the  land  now.  In  case  we  should  have  to  move  onward  with  the 

•  Sine*    nanie<l    the    Cygnet    River. 

t  South  Australia  in  1S?7;  in  a  series  of  letters;   with  a  postscript  as  to  18S8. 
by    Robert    Gouger,    Esq..    London,    1S3S   (p.   2S). 

:  The  founding  of  South   Australia,    as  recorded   in  the  journals  of   Mr.    Robert 
Gouger,  first  Colonial  Secretary;  edited  by  Edwin   Hodder,    London,  1898  (p.194). 
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ship.  Now  we  found  that  the  accounts  we  had  heard  of  the 
beauty  of  the  mainland,  glowing  as  they  were,  were  not  exagger- 
ated, for  it  is  impossible  to  imagine  a  more  lovely  valley  than  that 
which  skirts  the  bay.  .  .  .  Delighted  as  we  were  with  the 
spot,  we  determined,  on  the  recommendation  of  Colonel  Light,  to 
proceed  higher  up  the  gulf,  where  he  discovered  tliere  was  at  ail 
times  fresh  water  and  a  fine  harbour  for  shipping,  of  which  ad- 
vantage Rapid  Bay  is  destitute.  November  17th.— We  have  now 
been  some  days  at  Holdfast  Bay,  so  named  by  Colonel  Light 
in  consequence  of  the  excellent  holding  ground  afforded  here  for 
shipping."    .    .    . 

The  Third  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1838  by  the  Coloni- 
zation Commissioners  contains  the  following  comments  on  the 
surveying  work  which  had  been  done  up  to  that  date: — 

"In  our  last  report  we  stated  that  the  surveys  hud  not  pro- 
ceeded with  the  celerity  which  we  had  a  right  to  expect,  but  at 
the  same  time  expressed  a  confident  hope  that  the  measures  which 
we  had  adopted  would  secure  a  satisfactory  progress  in  future. 
This  anticipation,  we  regret  to  say,  has  not  been  realized. 

"At  the  date  of  the  last  accounts  from  South  Australia,  such 
of  the  preliminaiy  purchasers  as  desired  to  have  their  lands  near 
Adelaide,  had  selected  them,  and  for  the  most  part  had  been  put 
in  possession.  In  the  same  district  many  recent  purchasers  had 
also  chosen  their  lands,  and  several  thousand  acres  remained  open 
to  selection;  but  in  other  districts  the  lands  were  only  partially 
surveyed,  and  none  had  been  taken  possession  of. 

"As  we  have  on  several  occasions  stated  that  it  was  our 
intention  to  keep  the  surveys  in  advance  of  the  demand  for  land, 
and  thus  to  enable  the  incoming  settlers  to  obtain  immediate 
possession  of  their  locations,  we  consider  it  to  be  our  duty  to 
submit  for  your  lordship's  consideration  the  measures  which  we 
have  from  time  to  time  adopted  for  securing  to  the  colony  these 
important  advantages,  and  also  the  circumstances  by  which  these 
measures  have  hitherto  been  rendered  ineffectual. 

"On  the  first  establishment  of  the  colony  it  was  impracticable 
to  place  the  surveys  in  advance  of  the  sales  of  land,  inasmuch 
as  the  Act  of  Parliament  required  that  land  sales  to  the  amount 
of  £35,000  should  be  effected  in  this  country  before  any  prepara- 
tion could  be  commenced  for  equipping  a  surveying  staff,  and  the 
early  settlers  made  their  purchases  with  the  full  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  some  considerable  period  must  elapse  before  they 
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could  obtain  possession  of  tbeir  lands.  All  that  we  could  do  was 
to  take  precautionary  measures  to  prevent  this  inevitable  delay 
from  being  unnecessarily  prolonged.  With  this  view  we  endea- 
voured, in  the  first  instance,  to  promote  among  the  separate 
authorities  in  the  colony  that  unity  of  purpose  and  mutual  confi- 
dence and  support  which  are  essential  to  rapid  execution.  In 
the  hope  of  preventing  jealousies  and  misunderstandings  we  con- 
sulted the  Governor  as  to  the  appointment  of  the  Surveyor- 
General,  and  at  his  request  appointed  his  personal  friend,  an 
oflScer  of  distinguished  reputation,  to  that  important  and  re- 
sponsible situation.  As  Colonel  Light  was  absent  from  England 
when  recommended  to  us  by  Captain  Hindmarsh.  his  appointment 
could  not  be  made  until  the  arrangements  for  the  surveying 
expedition  were  far  advanced.  This  was  unfortunate,  as  it  ac- 
prived  us  of  the  assistance  of  the  head  of  the  department  in  some 
of  the  initiatory  measures,  especially  in  the  selection  of  the  subor- 
dinate officers.  This  minor  evil,  however,  we  deemed  it  expe- 
dint  to  incur,  in  the  hope  of  averting  the  greater  mischief  of 
collision  between  the  authority  of  the  local  Government  and  that 
of  the  Colonization  Commissioners,  as  represented  by  the  Sur- 
veyor-General. In  this  hope  we  were  disappointed.  Colonel 
Light  sailed  from  England  on  the  1st  of  May,  1836,  and  arrived 
in  the  colony  on  the  21st  August  following,  and  after  having 
examined  Kangaroo  Island,  Port  Lincoln,  and  the  eastern  coast 
of  Spencer's  Gulf,  selected  the  site  of  the  first  settlement,  in  con- 
formity with  the  full  powers  with  which  for  that  purpose  he 
had  been  invested.  Captain  Hindmarsh  joined  Colonel  Light 
with  the  first  body  of  settlers  on  December  28,  1836,  and  on  the 
same  day  proclaimed  the  province.  'Collision  immediately  com- 
menced; the  Governor  refused  to  sanction  the  site  selected  by 
the  Surveyor-General,  unless  that  oflScer  would  consent  to  estab- 
lish a  secondary  town  at  the  Port.  After  protracted  discussion 
this  point  was  conceded  to  the  Governor,  and  the  purchasers 
under  the  preliminary  sales  were  put  in  possession  of  their  town 
sections  in  the  month  of  March,  1837. 

"But  other  and  deeper  sources  of  contention  arose.  Captain 
Hindmarsh  declared  that  the  site  selected  by  the  Surveyor- 
General  was  injudiciously  chosen,  and  avowed  his  intention  of 
attempting  the  removal  of  the  capital  to  Encounter  Bay.  The 
majority  of  settlers,  who  had  located  themselves  at  Adelaide, 
believing  the  proposed  removal  would  reduce  the  value  of  their 
property,  and  be  a  violation  of  the  contract  under  which  the 
preliminary  sales  were  effected,  became  strongly  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  the  Governor,  while  his  partisans  indulged  In  unmea. 
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sured  and  unrestrained  attacks  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
Surveyor-General.  It  could  scarcely  be  expected  that,  amidst 
these  harassing  contentions,  undivided  attention  should  be  de- 
voted to  the  business  of  the  surv^eys.  In  October,  1837,  we 
received  some  unofficial  letters  from  the  colony,  stating  that  great 
delay  was  anticipated  in  the  completion  of  the  preliminary  sur- 
veys, and  atti-ibuting  their  tardy  progress  to  the  insufficiency  ot 
the  surveying  corps.  On  receiving  this  intelligence  we  took  into 
serious  consideration  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  efficiency 
of  that  corps  by  additional  appointments,  and  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain from  the  most  competent  authority  whether  an  augmentation 
was  necessary  or  not  we  submited  to  Capain  Dawson,  R.E.,  the 
actual  state  of  the  surveying  staff,  and  requested  his  opinion 
thereon.  The  opinion  of  the  officer  is  given  in  the  appendix.*  It 
is  to  the  effect  that,  after  making  due  allowance  for  training 
such  of  the  surveying  party  as  were  not  already  proficient,  the 
force  we  had  supplied  ought  to  complete  the  survey  of  a  district 
of  1.50  square  miles  (the  ^-equired  extent  of  the  preliminary  sur- 
veys) within  a  period  of  from  four  to  six  months.  This  state- 
ment, from  an  officer  so  deservedly  eminent  as  a  scientific  sur- 
veyor, confirmed  us  in  the  opinion  we  had  previously  formed, 
that  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  surveys  was 
not  a  deficiency  in  the  strength  of  the  surveying  staff.  On  this 
occasion,  therefore,  we  satisfied  ourselves  witli  forwarding  to  the 
colony  a  copy  of  Captain  Dawson's  opinion,  and  with  directing 
attention  thereto. 

''In  November,  1837,  Mr,  Kingston,  the  Deputy  Surveyor, 
arrived  in  England,  bringing  letters  from  the  resident  Commis- 
sioner and  from  the  Surveyor-General  representing  that  in  the 
.beginning  of  June  more  than  two  months  after  the  survey  of  the 
town  had  been  completed,  scarcely  any  progress  had  been  made 
in  the  survey  of  the  rural  lands;  that  with  the  staff  then  engaged 
the  completion  of  such  surveys,  to  the  extent  required  by  the 
first  purchasers  would  occupy  a  period  of  three  years,  and  that, 
in  order  to  complete  the  survey  of  100,000  acres  in  a  period  of 
six  months  the  Surveyor-General  required  such  an  addition  to  the 
supply  of  assistant  surveyors,  labourers,  and  instruments  as 
would,  according  to  the  estimate  inserted  in  the  appendix,  raise 
the  expense  of  the  surveying  establishment  to  upwards  of 
£14,000  per  annum. 

"For  this  communication     we     were     unprepared.       Though 
Colonel  Light  was  absent  from  England  when  the  preparations, 

*  See    "Third   Annual   Report  for  the  year  1838  of  the  Colonization   Commission- 
ers,"  London,    1839. 
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including  tlie  appointment  of  the  subordinate  officers  for  equip- 
l)ing  the  surveying  expeditions,  were  commenced,  yet,  on  his 
arrival  the  arrangements  which  had  been  made  were  submitted 
for  his  approval,  and  modified  according  to  his  wishes.  The 
additional  instruments  and  stores  which  he  considered  necessary 
were  immediately  supplied.  To  our  request  that  he  would  report 
whether  he  considered  bis  staff  sutticiently  strong  he  returned  a 
written  reply  that  the  number  of  the  surveying  party  was  at 
present  sufficient,  but  that,  from  the  recommendations  (which  had 
been  received)  of  Mr.  Ormsby  and  Mr.  Carrington  lie  thought  they 
would  be  valuable  acquisitions  when  the  inland  surveying  began 
to  extend.  This  supernumerary  strength  was  added  to  his  staff; 
for,  although  Mr.  Carrington  afterwards  resigned,  Mr.  Claughton, 
also  recommended  by  Colonel  Light,  was  appointed,  and  over  the 
surveying  corps,  increased  beyond  the  number  Colonel  Light  con- 
sidered sufficient  by  two  assistants  of  his  own  selection,  he  was 
given  all  the  authority  which  his  responsible  position  required, 
having  power  to  appoint,  to  suspend,  and  to  reduce.  It  was 
therefore  with  surprise  and  disappointment  that  we  received  the 
communication  by  whicb  we  were  officially  informed  that,  with 
a  staff  thus  composed  and  an  authority  thus  ample,  a  period  of 
three  years  would  be  required  for  the  completion  of  the  pre- 
liminary surveys. 

"Under  these  unlooked-for  and  untoward  circumstances  we 
felt  it  to  be  our  Imperative  duty  to  take  prompt  and  effectual 
measures  for  accelerating  the  surveys,  and  enabling  the  settlers 
to  obtain  possession  of  their  rural  lands.  From  various  quarters 
complaints  and  remonstrances  were  made.  The  directors  of 
the  South  Australian  Company  addressed  a  letter  to  our  board 
setting  forth  the  serious  losses  which  their  shareholders  were 
likely  to  suffer  from  the  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  prelimi- 
nary surveys,  and  suggesting,  to  save  the  lengthened  period  re- 
quired for  the  survey  with  scientific  accuracy,  it  should,  in  the 
first  instance,  be  of  the  "running  kind,"  upon  the  understanding 
that  after  the  location  of  the  settlers  a  more  accurate  one  should 
be  made,  and  any  errors  on  either  side  rectified. 

"In  this  emergency  we  again  availed  ourselves  of  Captain 
Dawson's  valuable  aid,  requesting  that  he  would  reconsider  his 
former  report,  with  a  reference  to  the  knowledge  of  the  nature 
of  the  country  to  be  surveyed,  which  the  aiTival  of  Mr.  Kingston 
had  supplied,  and  that  he  would  advise  us  as  to  the  means  which 
should  be  adopted  for  effecting,  with  sufficient  accuracy  for  prac- 
tical purposes,  the  survey  of  an  extensive  district  in  the  shortest 
period. 
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"Captain  Dawson,  after  being  made  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  the  country,  was  strengthened  and  confirmed  in  the 
opinion  he  had  previously  formed,  that  with  the  actual  strength  of 
the  surveying  party,  the  preliminary  surveys  ought  to  have  been 
completed  in  a  period  not  exceeding  six  months,  and  he  advised,  as 
the  means  of  effecting  a  still  more  rapid  but  sufficiently  accurate 
survey  of  an  extensive  district  that  the  mode  of  proceeding  pre- 
viously adopted  should  be  suspended;  that  the  sections  should  be 
at  once  marked  off  in  the  field  with  the  chain;  that  a  general 
augmentation  of  about  5  per  cent,  should  be  allowed,  to  guard 
against  any  section  being  reduced  by  eiTors  below  the  proper 
size;  that  a  rough  triangulation  should,  at  the  same  time,  be  car- 
ried on  as  a  check  on  the  chain  admeasurement,  and  that,  when 
the  preliminary  purchasers  should  have  been  put  in  possession  of 
their  lands  a  more  accurate  survey  should  be  effected  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  down  the  natural  features  of  the  country. 

"It  has  been  objected  to  the  proposed  running  survey,  that  it 
did  not  provide  for  the  provision  of  river  frontage  among  nume- 
rous sections  (a  matter  of  much  importance  in  a  new  settlement); 
but  a  reference  to  the  instructions  in  the  appendix  will  show  that 
this  objection  is  altogether  unfounded;  indeed,  the  running  sur- 
vey which  we  directed  should  be  made  would  have  led  to  a 
division  of  lands,  and  an  arrangement  of  sections,  almost  identical 
with  that  which,  though  unknown  to  us,  was  actually  in  progress 
at  the  time. 

"After  considering  all  the  circumstances,  three  different  modes 
of  accelerating  the  completion  of  the  surveys  appeared  to  be 
open  to  us,  viz. — to  give  to  Colonel  Light  the  increased  staff  which 
he  required;  to  appoint  in  his  stead  another  Surveyor-General, 
who  should  undertake  a  more  rapid  execution  of  the  work;  or  to 
call  upon  Colonel  Light  to  adopt  the  plan  of  a  running  survey 
recommended  by  Captain  Dawson,  as  well  as  by  other  scientific 
surveyors  whom  we  had  consulted.  The  following  considera- 
tions induced  us  to  adopt  the  latter  course. 

"After  obtaining  the  opinions  of  the  most  competent  authori- 
ties in  this  country,  that  the  surveying  party  was  already  suflB- 
ciently  strong  to  execute  the  preliminary  surveys  in  six  months, 
we  should  have  been  guilty  of  a  gross  dereliction  of  duty  had  we 
burthened  the  colony  with  the  expensive  staff  required  by  Colonel 
Light,  and  we  were  unwilling  to  believe  that  any  sufficient 
grounds  had  been  established  for  superseding  him.  In  the 
colony  he  had  won  the  esteem  even  of  those  on  whom  the  tardy 
progress  of  the  surveys  had  infiicted  loss.      His  selection  of  the 
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first  settlement,  assuming  the  correctness  of  bis  conjecture  as  to 
the  non-existence  of  a  safe  harbour  in  Encounter  Bay  was,  as  far 
as  our  present  knowledge  extends,  most  judicious,  and  when  thi» 
extraordinary'  measure  was  resorted  to  of  calling  a  public  meeting 
for  the  decision  of  the  question  whether  the  site  of  the  capital 
should  be  changed,  and  whether  a  secondarj-  town  should  be 
established  at  the  Port,  that  meeting  passed  the  following  resolu- 
tion by  a  unanimous  vote:— 'That  this  meeting  considers  that  the 
Surveyor-General.  William  Light,  Esq.,  has  most  ably  and  judi- 
ciously discharged  the  responsible  duty  assigned  to  him  by  the 
Commissioners,  and  is  fully  entitled  to  their  confidence  in  every 
respect.'  And,  furthermore,  we  felt  that  much  credit  was  due  to 
Colonel  IJglit  for  the  manner  in  which  he  resisted  the  subsequent 
attempts  to  unsettle  the  colony  by  removing  the  capital,  and  we 
considered  that  due  allowance  should  be  made  for  the  anxiety 
and  distraction  produced  by  the  incessant  and  virulent  attacks  to 
which  ho  was  exposed.  For  the  paralysing  influence  of  these 
causes  Colonel  Light  could  not  fairly  be  held  responsible.  Though 
our  first  intention  had  been  to  engage  a  gentleman  of  high  attain- 
ments to  execute  the  running  survey  recommended  by  the  scien- 
tific authorities  in  this  country,  yet,  upon  further  consideration, 
we  deem  it  due  to  the  character  and  services  of  Colonel  Light 
to  afford  him  an  opportunity  of  proceeding  with  the  survey  under 
the  new  arrangements  under  which  the  moral  impediments  to 
its  progress  had  been  removed.  Under  these  impressions  we 
abstained  from  superseding  the  Surveyor-General,  and,  instead  of 
concluding  the  contract  Avith  the  gentleman  with  whom  we  had 
been  in  negotiation,  we  called  upon  Colonel  Light  to  execute  the 
running  survey  recommended  by  the  scientific  authorities  in  this 
country,  adopting  the  precaution,  however,  of  taking  from  Mr. 
Kingston  a  written  declaration  that  he  would  undertake  to  per- 
form the  work  in  a  specified  time,  in  the  event  of  Colonel  Light's 
declining  to  do  so.  At  the  same  time,  in  order  to  be  quite  on 
the  safe  side,  we  sent  out  three  other  assistant  surveyors,  who 
had  been  strongly  recommended  by  the  officers  of  the  Ordnance 
Department. 

"The  correspondence  containing  our  instructions  respecting 
the  running  survey  is  given  in  the  appendix.  By  these  instruc- 
tions "Colonel  Light  was  first  required  to  adopt  the  running  sur- 
vey, and  tsN'o  months  afterwards  was  called  upon  to  state  whe- 
ther he  would  undertake  to  complete,  in  a  given  tipae,  the  survey 
of  150  square  miles  upon  the  plan  recommended  by  Captain  Daw- 
son, and,  in  the  event  of  Colonel  Light's  declining  to  undertake 
the  task,  the  execution  of  it  was  confided  to  Mr.  Kingston,  in 
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which  case  Colonel  Light's  authority  was  to  be  for  the  time  sus- 
pended, and  he  was  to  be  employed,  retaining  his  full  salary,  in 
surveying  secondary  sites  and  in  completing  the  examination  of 
the  coast  and  of  Lake  Alexandrina. 

"On  the  arrival  of  these  instructions  in  the  colony  Colonel 
Light  not  only  declined  to  execute  the  running  survey,  but 
resigned  his  office.  His  resignation  was  immediately  followed  by 
that  of  the  whole  of  his  assistant  surveyors,  with  the  exception 
of  three,  of  whom  two  had  recently  been  appointed." 

The  letters  of  Colonel  Light  and  of  the  assistant  surveyors 
announcing  their  resignations  are  given  in  the  appendix  of  the 
Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Colonization  Commissioners  for  the 
year  1838. 

The  late  Mr.  B.  T.  l^lnniss.  who  was  one  of  the  original 
surveyors  with  Colonel  Light,  in  a  letter  to  a  friend  in  England, 
written  in  September,  1837,  said:— "The  settlers  began  to  arrive 
in  the  beginning  of  November,  1836.  Col.  Light  arrived  at  the 
end  of  August.  What  did  he  do  in  those  two  months,  a  great  deal 
of  which  was  in  tempestuous  weather?  He  made  a  chart  of 
Nepean  Bay,  carefully  showing  the  reef  and  passage  into  the 
harbour.  He  completed  a  chart  of  the  eastern  shore  of  Gulf  St. 
Vincent  as  high  as  34  deg.  40  min..  ?xamined  Port  Lincoln,  and 
ascertained  all  the  points  he  wished  to  know,  and  finally  so 
satisfied  himself  of  the  nature  of  the  country  about  Port  Adelaide 
and  Mount  Lofty  that  he  staked  his  reputation  upon  the  selection 
he  made  for  the  locality  for  occupation.  I  consider  that  Adelaide 
is  the  best  site  in  the  province." 

The  following  letter  from  the  late  Sir  George  Kingston  relating 
to  the  selection  of  the  site  of  the  City  of  Adelaide  is  reprinted  iu 
extensor — 

"Sir— The  reference  in  this  morning's  Register  to  my  conver- 
sation with  you  on  the  subject  of  the  day  on  which  Col.  Light 
decided  on  the  site  for  the  City  of  Adelaide  is  slightly  inaccurate 
— doubtless  unintentionally  so  on  your  part.  But  as  it  is  a  matter 
of  some  interest  I  should  like,  with  your  permission,  to  record 
some  of  the  facts  bearing  on  the  selection  of  the  site. 

"I  left  Rapid  Bay  in  the  brig  "Rapid"  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
4th  November,  1836,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  survey  staff  and 
emigrants  who  came  from  England  with  me  in  the  "Cygnet."  Col. 
Light  instructed  me  to  proceed  to  Holdfast  Bay,  and  if  I  found 
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in  that  localitj'  a  sufficient  supply  of  fresh  water  I  was  to  land 
the  whole  party,  get  the  stores  ashore,  and  examine  the  country 
generally,  but  more  particularly  northwards  towards  the  harbour, 
which  he  had  previously  discovered  (now  known  as  Port  Ade- 
laide), and  report  to  him  whether  it  possessed  any,  and  what,  fa- 
cilities for  settlement  sufficient  to  justify  him  in  fixing  the  site 
of  the  City  of  Adelaide  on  the  east  side  of  the  Gulf  of  St.  Vincent, 
but  failing  to  find  fresh  water  at  Holdfast  Bay  I  was  to  return 
and  land  the  party  at  Yankalilla, 

"I  landed  at  Holdfast  liay  early  on  the  5th,  and  after  a  full 
examination  of  the  neighbourhood  found  what  I  considered  an 
abundant  supply  of  fresh  water  in  the  lagoons,  which  were  filled 
from  the  Sturt— the  river  itself  was  not  then  known  of  or  seen 
by  me.  Got  tlie  tents  ashore  and  landed  all  hands  that  evening. 
Early  the  next  morning  (Sunday,  6th),  left  the  camp  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Gilbert,  and  accompanied  by  Messrs.  Field,  Morphett,  Neales, 
Symonds.  Thomas,  «S:c.,  &c.,  started  for  the  harbour.  The  plains 
near  the  bay  were  for  a  considerable  distance  more  or  less  under 
Avater,  and  on  continuing  our  course  for  some  distance  over  the 
plain  found  our  course  interrupted  by  a  river  (since  named  the 
Torrens).  It  was  then  running  a  strong  stream  of  fresh  water 
some  three  feet  deep  and  25  to  30  feet  wide,  the  banks  very  steep, 
the  surface  of  the  water  being  20  and  30  feet  below  the  level  of 
the  plain.  Having  passed  the  river,  we  continued  our  course 
across  the  plain,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  on  the  eastern 
end  of  the  North  Arm. 

"Monday,  November  7.— Divided  the  party,  Messrs.  Field  and 
Morphett  going  west  towards  the  Old  Port,  whilst  my  party  took 
an  easterly  course,  hoping  to  again  fall  in  with  the  river  disco- 
vered the  day  before  nearer  to  its  source  in  the  hills,  continued  in 
this  coui-se  for  some  time,  but  several  of  the  party  becoming  foot- 
sore and  knocked  up,  Avas  obliged  to  abandon  this  intention  and 
make  for  the  bay,  which,  again  crossing  the  river,  we  reached 
between  5  and  6  p.m.  Subsequently  meeting  Messrs.  Field  and 
Morphett,  arranged  to  start  in  the  morning  in  the  "Rapid's"  boat 
to  discover  the  embouchure  of  the  river,  which  we  felt  assured 
must  be  at  some  point  between  the  bay  and  the  harbour. 

"Tuesday,  November  8.— Started  in  the  "Rapid's"  boat  early 
this  morning,  but  had  not  got  far  when  we  heard  a  gun  from  the 
"Rapid,"  and  on  looking  round  saw  a  barque  coming  up  the  gulf. 
She  turned  out  to  be  the  "Africaine."  from  England,  with  Messrs. 
Brown,  Gouger,  Everard,  Hallett.  and  other  emigrants  on  board; 
also  Col.  Light,  whom  they  picked  up  at  Rapid  Bay.     Field  and 
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Morphett  returned  in  the  boat  to  the  "Rapid/'having  first  landed 
Messrs.  Gilbert,  Neales,  and  myself.  We  then  walked  along  the 
beach,  in  the  bope  of  thus  coming  across  the  embouchure  of  the 
river,  for  a  long  distance  without  success,  and  late  in  the  after- 
noon turned  out  steps  homewards  towards  the  Bay,  where  we 
arrived  after  dark,  my  two  companions  being  quite  knocked  up. 

•  "Wednesday,  November  9. — Started  in  company  with  Messrs. 
Neales  and  Symonds  to  ascertain  if  possible  the  embouchure  of 
the  river  by  following  down  its  course  to  the  sea;  but,  after  fol- 
lowing it  for  about  1*  miles  from  the  point  where  I  had  first  seen 
it,  found  all  trace  of  current  or  river  channel  lost  in  a  large  tract 
of  country  covered  with  reeds  grooving  in  shallow  water.  I  then 
made  my  way  with  some  difficulty  across  the  Reedbeds  to  the 
seacoast,  where  I  found  that  'Col.  Light  had  been  equally  unsuc- 
cessful in  his  explorations  after  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

During  the  next  few  days  employed  getting  the  stores  ashore 
nnd  examining  the  country  about  Holdfast  Bay,  found  and  traced 
the  course  of  the  Sturt  to  the  gorge  near  O'Halloran  Hill  until 
November  21,  when  I  accompanied  Col.  Light  in  the  "Rapid,"  and 
about  6  p.m.  came  to  anchor  in  the  first  reach  of  the  harbour;  and 
next  day  (the  21st)  went  up  the  creek  with  Col.  Light  in  the 
hatch  boat  as  far  as  the  place  subsequently  known  as  the  Old 
Port,  when,  from  the  fact  that  at  low  water  there  was  a  strong 
current  running  from  the  south.  Col.  Light,  as  well  as  all  others 
in  the  boat,  felt  convinced  there  must  be  some  communication 
between  this  creek  and  the  river  discovered  by  me  on  the  6th  inst. 

"On  the  22nd  proceeded  in  the  hatch  boat  up  the  creek  with 
instructions  from  Col.  Light  to  trace  the  connection,  if  any,  be- 
tween the  head  of  the  creek  and  the  fresh  water.  How  far  I  was 
successful  in  this  exploration  will  be  seen  by  extracts  from  Col. 
Light's  journal.  (The  reader  is  referred  to  Col.  Light's  journal, 
date  November  24,  and  Mr.  Kingston's  report  under  the  same 
date.    See  page  26.) 

"Col.  Light  sailed  from  Holdfast  Bay  for  Port  Lincoln  and 
Spencer's  Gulf  on  the  morning  of  November  2.").  leaving  me  in- 
structions to  examine  the  country  north  and  east  of  Holdfast  Bay, 
and  more  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  harbour,  so  as  to 
enable  me  to  point  out  to  him  on  his  return  those  localities  which 
in  my  opinion  were  adapted  for  the  site  of  the  City  of  Adelaide, 
always  bearing  in  mind  that  the  certainty  of  an  abundant  supply 
of  fresb  water  was  indispensable,,  and  all  other  things  being 
equal,  an  abundant  supply  of  that  great  necessity  of  life  would, 
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in  his  opinion,  decide  tlie  question  as  to  tlie  eligibility  of  two  or 
more  localities  otherwise  equally  fitted  for  the  site  of  the  city. 

"I  was  detained  for  some  days  at  the  bay  before  resuming 
ray  explorations.  On  resuming  them  the  first  point  to  which  I 
devoted  my  attention  was  the  locality  between  the  Old  Tort  and 
the  marshes,  described  in  my  letter  to  Col.  Light  of  November 
24,  when  I  was  much  surprised  and  annoyed  to  find,  instead  of  a 
strong  running  stream  of  fresh  water,  that  the  same  had  entirely 
ceased  running,  and  the  channel  w^as  filled  with  salt  water  left 
by  the  tide.  I  immediately  shifted  my  camp  to  the  south  bank  of 
the  river,  about  half-way  between  the  Reedbeds  and  what  is  now 
the  western  boundary  of  the  park  lands,  and  accompanied  by  my 
friend  Morphett  (now  Sir  John)  examined  thoroughly  the  country 
on  both  sides  of  the  river  as  far  as  where  it  issues  from  the  hills, 
a  little  beyond  the  spot  where  the  first  w^aterworks  weir  was 
built,  as  well  as  partially  the  courses  of  the  creeks  on  its  left 
bank. 

"Col.  Light  returned  from  Port  Lincoln  on  December  17,  when 
I  duly  reported  to  him  the  result  of  my  explorations;  that  while 
I  greatly  regretted  the  failure  of  my  hopes  and  anticipations  as 
to  the  permanency  of  the  fresh-w\iter  stream  which  1  found  run- 
ning into  the  harbour,  I  had  discovered  a  situation  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  river,  about  six  miles  north-east  of  the  Bay  and  the  same 
distance  south-east  from  the  harbour,  which  I  felt  assured  he 
would  finally  select  as  well  suited  for  the  site  of  the  City  of  Ade- 
laide. I  informed  him  that  he  would  there  find  an  abundant 
supply  of  fresh  water  in  the  river;  that  the  locality  w^as  mode- 
rately well  wooded  at  an  elevation  of  from  100  to  150  feet  above 
the  river  and  the  plains  on  the  west;  that  lime  and  building  stone, 
as  well  as  brick-earth.  Avas  easily  obtainable  in  the  neighbourhood, 
and  that  no  other  spot  would  be  found  possessing  anything  like 
the  same  advantages  as  a  site  for  the  city.  Col.  Light  left  the 
Bay  on  the  ISth  in  the  "Rapid"  for  the  harbour,  having  agreed  to 
meet  me  the  next  day  at  the  landing-place  at  the  Port,  accom- 
panying me  to  my  camp  on  the  river,  and  thence  to  examine  the 
site  I  had  recommended.  Illness,  however,  prevented  his  landing 
till  the  24th,  when  he  came  as  far  as  my  camp,  but  was  too  much 
fatigued  to  go  further.  I  pointed  out  to  him,  however,  the  situa- 
tion of  the  ground  in  question,  distant  about  2^  miles  to  the  east, 
with  the  general  aspect  of  which  he  expressed  himself  pleased, 
and  in  the  evening  he  returned  to  the  "Rapid." 

"While  dressing  about  6  a.m.  on  Wednesday,  December  28, 
I  was  informed  that  the  Buffalo  was  coming  into  the  Bay,  and  in 
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a  few  moments  Capt.  Hindmarsh's  son  came  to  my  hut,  request- 
ing me  and  Mr.  Gouger  to  go  on  board  immediately.  Having  gone 
on  board  the  first  question  was,  where  is  the  city  to  be?  I  in- 
formed them  that  that  matter  was  not  yet  decided,  as  Col.  Light 
had  only  returned  a  few  days  previously  from  Port  Lincoln,  and 
that  ill  health  had  detained  him  on  board  and  prevented  his  ex- 
amining the  country;  that,  however,  he  had  arranged  to  meet  me 
that  morning  at  my  camp  on  the  river,  and  I  had  no  doubt  Col. 
Light  would  then  finally  decide  on  the  site  of  the  city;  that,  as 
far  as  my  knowledge  went,  it  would  be  about  six  miles  north- 
east of  the  Bay  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river,  with  plenty  of 
water,  good  land,  and  everything  else  that  could  be  wished  for. 
The  Governor  then  informed  me  that  he  meant  to  land  that  after- 
noon and  proclaim  the  colony,  and  wished  me  to  go  up  to  meet 
Col.  Light  and  inform  him  of  his  arrival;  that  he  hoped  Col.  Light 
would  come  down  to  the  Bay  and  be  present  wheu  he  was  sworn 
in.  Accordingly,  as  under  any  circumstances  I  had  to  meet  Col. 
Light  that  morning,  I  immediately  landed  and  proceeded  on  my 
way  to  my  camp  on  the  river,  which  I  reached  from  the  south 
side  just  as  the  Colonel  crossed  the  river  from  the  north.  As  a 
matter  of  course,  I  delivered  the  Governor's  message,  but  various 
reasons  prevented  Col.  Light  from  acceding  to  it.  I  remained 
with  him  till  the  afternoon,  and  found  on  my  return  to  the  Bay 
that  the  proclamation  had  duly  taken  place;  but  from  all  I  could 
learn  the  story  of  the  crooked  tree  under  which  it  is  said  to  have 
been  read  is  somewhat  apocryphal. 

"Thursday,  29th. — Joined  Col.  Light  at  his  camp  on  the  river 
after  breakfast,  when  he  spent  some  time  in  examining  the  lo- 
cality which  I  had  recommended  to  him  as  the  site  of  the  city 
as  far  east  as  King  William  street,  and  expressed  himself  as  fully 
satisfied  with  the  situation.  The  Governor  and  Mr.  Fisher  (Sir 
James)  came  up  to  the  camp  in  the  afternoon.  Col.  Light  in- 
formed them  that  he  had  decided  on  fixing  the  site  of  the  City 
of  Adelaide  on  the  spot  I  had  pointed  out,  and  arranged  to  ac- 
company the  Governor  over  it  on  the  following  day. 

"The  next  morning,  Friday,  the  30th,  Col.  Light  accompanied 
the  Governor  and  walked  with  him  to  examine  the  site  he  had 
fixed  on  the  day  before.  The  Governor  objected  strongly  to  the 
site  as  being  too  far  from  the  harbour,  and  on  examining  the 
plain  on  the  way  back  to  the  camp  Col.  Light,  in  deference  to  the 
Governor,  agp^eed  to  fix  the  site  about  U  miles  to  the  westward 
on  the  plains  on  the  bank  of  the  river  near  where  we  camped. 
Col.  Light,  immediately  after  the  Governor's  departure,  informed 
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me  of  what  had  taken  place.  We  spent  the  evening  in  talking 
over  the  matter,  when  I  expressed  my  regret  for  his  thus  allowfaig 
his  better  judgment  to  be  biased  by  the  opinions  of  one  so  much 
his  inferior. 

'Saturday,  December  31.— Spent  some  hours  with  Col  Light  in 
thoroughly  examining  the  banks  of  the  river  and  the  plain  near 
our  camp,  the  new  site  for  the  city  as  recommended  by  the  Go- 
vernor, when  Col.  Light  felt  convinced  that  not  only  the  situation 
in  question  was  liable  to  be  flooded,  but  that  in  every 
other  respect  the  natural  features  of  the  country  there  did  not 
afford  the  same  advantages  for  the  site  of  the  capital  as  the  more 
elevated  position  pointed  out  by  me,  and  which  he  had  determined 
on  the  Thursday  before,  and  much  to  my  satisfaction  decided 
tinally  to  fix  the  site  as  first  determined  on  by  him,  and  ordered 
me  to  move  my  camp  so  as  to  be  on  the  spot  to  commence  opera- 
tions the  following  week.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  (in  so  far  as 
fixing  on  the  site  and  the  foundation  of  the  city  may  be  considered 
synonymous  terms)  the  foundation  of  the  city  took  place  on  Sa- 
turday, December  31,  1836.  Mr.  Kingston  says,  "Thus  ended  the 
first  act  in  the  drama  of  the  foundation  of  the  city„  Many  and 
various,  however,  and  long-continued  were  the  arguments  and 
attempts  made  from  time  to  time  for  more  than  two  years  to 
remove  the  capital  from  its  present  position.  Fortunately  they  all 
failed,  and  I  am  happy  to  think  that  in  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  colonists  Col.  Light  could  not  have  fixed  on  a  better  site  for 
the  City  of  Adelaide  than  that  on  which  it  is  now  built."* 

The  following  letter  from  Colonel  Light  to  William  Jacob,  of 
Moorooroo,  was  written  at  Port  Adelaide,  where  he  was  then  sur- 
veying:— 

Friday  evening,  October  5,  1838. 

"My  dear  Jacob — Thanks  for  your  attention  to  my  requests. 
If  things  do  succeed  with  me,  so  much  the  better;  but  I  am 
always  prepared  for  the  worst,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
my  undertaking  will  yet  tumble  into  brick-dust. 

"I  was  never  sanguine  on  any  point  but  one,  and  that  was  the 
•  llgibility  of  the  site  for  Adelaide  in  that  I  was  always  confident; 
but  in  my  own  affairs  never,  I  have  been  so  long  accustomed 
to  making  leeway  that  rounding  any  cape  of  good  fortune  never 
enters  my  head.      My  only  wish  is  to  die  easy  anft  leave  some- 

•?<"e  "S.A.   Register,"  May  21st,   1877,  p.  6. 
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thing  for  the  support  of  those  who  have  exerted  themselves  a 
little  towards  my  comforts.  ...  I  have  made  a  tolerable  day's 
work  to-day,  and  if  my  gout  lets  me  alone  I  hope  to  get 
on  pretty  smartly. 

"Believe  me,  yours  ever  sincerely, 

"WM.    LIGHT." 


242  COLONEL   LIGHT. 


CHAPTER  V. 


HIS  RESIGNATION  AS  SURVEYOR-GENERAL. 

Colonel  Light  annoiineecl  his  resignation  in  the  following 
letter  extracted  from  the  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Colonization 
Commissioners: — 

"Adelaide,  June  22nd,  1838. 

"Sir— I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  yesterday, 
with  the  copies  of  Mr.  Rowland  Hill's  letter  to  you,  and  the  cor- 
respondence between  that  gentleman  and  Mr.  Kingston. 

"I  am  allowed  one  week  to  consider  whether  I  will  undertake 
a  running  survey  of  150  squai'e  miles,  in  addition  to  what  may 
have  been  surveyed,  on  conditions  laid  down  in  the  letters  of  Mr. 
Rowland  Hill  to  Mr.  Kingston  of  the  10th  and  24th  of  January 
last. 

''In  reply  to  your  letter  I  beg  to  state  that  I  do  not  require 
one  week  to  consider  this  matter,  but  say  at  once  that  I  will  not 
do  it  and  that  I  despise  and  contemn  the  language  used  by  Mr. 
Rowland  Hill. 

"The  subject  of  the  correspondence,  &c.,  &c.,  between  him 
and  Mr.  Kingston  I  shall  notice  at  leisure.  In  the  meantime  I 
must  add  that  Mr,  Hill's  motive  is  too  apparent  to  be  misunder- 
stood. 

I  am.  &c.,  WM.  LIGHT,,  Surveyor-General. 

"The  Hon.  Colonization  Commissioners." 

This  was  followed  about  a  fortnight  later  by  another  letter 
refusing  to  hold  office. 

July  14th,  1838. 

"Sir— I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant  informing 
me  that  as  I  had  declined  giving  you  the  required  pledge  for  per- 
forming a  running  survey,  it  had  become  your  painful  duty,  in 
obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  Colonization  Commissioners, 
to  acquaint  me  of  your  having  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Kingston, 
informing  him  that  the  superintendence  of  the  survey  has  de- 
volved upon  him. 
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"I  am  ready  at  any  time  to  give  over  the  office,  with  the 
maps,  instrnments,  &c.,  &c.,  to  Mr.  Kingston,  and  have  ceased  to 
act  on  the  survey. 

"To  the  latter  part  of  your  letter,  containing  an  extract  from 
the  despatch  of  Mr,  Rowland  Hill,  before  referred  to,  viz.,  'During 
the  temporary  suspension  of  Colonel  Light's  authority  it  is  the 
\Vish  of  the  Commissioners  that  he  should  be  employed  (with  such 
necessary  assistance  as  Mr.  Kingston  may  be  able  to  spare)  In 
surveying  land  at  Nepean  Bay,  and  the  secondary  sites  directed 
by  the  13th  article  of  the  Instructions  to  Colonel  Light,  dated  9th 
March,  1836,  and  in  completing  that  examination  of  the  coasts 
and  of  Lake  Alexandrina,  which  is  re{iuired  by  the  same  instruc- 
tions. If  this  arrangement  is  adopted  the  Commissioners  will  be 
happy  to  continue  to  Colonel  Light  his  full  salary.' 

"I  beg  to  reply  that  Mr.  Eowland  Hill  may  save  the  Commis- 
sioners the  expense  of  my  salary  (£400  per  annum),  for  I  will  not 
take  office  under  such  insulting  conditions. 

"I  am,  &c., 

(Signed)     WM.  LIGHT. 

"To  Hon.  Colonial  'Commissioner." 

The  S.A.  Colonization  Commissioners  in  a  letter  to  Governor 
Gawler  comment  on  Colonel  Light's  resignation  as  follows  in 
their  Fourth  Annual  Report,  1839  (p.p.  17-18):— 

"South  Australian  Colonization  Office. 

"Adelphi  terrace,  2nd  Dec,  1838. 

"Sir— Yesterday  the  Colonization  Commissioners  received  des- 
patches from  the  Resident  Commissioner,  dated  Adelaide,  14th 
July,  stating  that  the  Surveyor-General  had  resigned,  and  that  his 
resignation  had  been  followed  by  that  of  the  greater  part  of  the  as- 
sistant  surveyors.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Commissioners 
are  desirous  of  placing,  and  do  hereby  place  in  your  hands,  the 
fullest  and  most  ample  powers  to  reorganize  the  surveying  staff, 
^n  whatever  manner  and  to  whatever  extent  may  appear  to  you 
most  expedient,  in  order  to  render  it  efficient,  and  to  remedy,  as 
far  as  may  be  practicable,  the  interruption  and  delay  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  surveys  which  these  resignations  will  have  occa- 
sioned. Reposing  the  fullest  confidence  in  your  zeal,  energy,  aJid 
discretion,  the  Commissioners  will  not  attempt  to  fetter  or  impede 
the  free  exercise  of  your  judgment  by  prescribing  instructions,  or 
by  tracing  out  any  particular  course  of  proceeding  for  your 
guidance. 
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"The  objects  to  be  obtained  are  to  expedite  the  surveys  and 
to  place  the  purchasers  of  hind  upon  their  locations  with  the  least 
possible  delay;  and  the  Commissioners  have  only  to  request  that 
the  arrangements  which  you  may  make  for  their  attainment  may 
be  regarded  only  as  provisional  and  temporary;  so  that  it  may  be 
left  open  to  the  Board  when  fuller  information  shall  be  received 
to  determine  upon  what  scale  the  surveying  staff  shall  be  perma^ 
nently  established. 

"The  Commissioners  herebj-  authorize  you  to  incur  any  addi- 
tional expense  on  account  of  the  survey  which  you  may  deem 
essential,  whether  it  bo  in  increasing  the  strength  of  the  sur- 
veying staff  from  the  neighbouring  colonfes.  or  in  contracting  with 
private  surveyors  for  the  rapid  execution  of  any  given  quantijty  of 
work. 

"The  Commissioners  cannot  but  believe  that  the  excited  feel- 
ings under  which  Colonel  Light  has  acted  have  originated  in  mis- 
conception, both  as  respects  the  intention  of  the  Board  and  as  re- 
gards the  conduct  of  Mr.  Kingston.  As  respects  the  intention  of 
the  Board,  Colonel  Light  will  have  received  long  before  this  letter 
can  reach  the  colony  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  estima- 
tion in  which  he  has  been  held.  The  letters  addressed  to  him 
by  the  Chairman  on  the  change  in  the  colonial  Government,  and 
the  facts  that  the  "Commissioners  recommended  that  he  should 
have  a  seat  in  the  Council,  and  that  in  a  letter  subsequently  ad- 
dressed to  the  Colonial  Otlice,  they  urged  Lord  Glenelg  to  place 
him  at  the  head  of  a  Commission  of  Government,  consisting  of 
Captain  O'Halloran  and  others,  in  the  event  of  any  delay  occur- 
ring in  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Gawler.  will  long  ere  this  have 
shown  to  Colonel  Light  that  the  intentions  of  the  Commissioners 
were  very  different  from  that  of  wounding  his  feelings,  or  of 
placing  him  in  a  situation  of  Inferiority. 

"With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Kingston,  the  misconcep- 
tion is  extraordinary.  Instead  of  endeavouring  to  undermine 
and  supplant  his  superior,  that  gentleman  in  all  his  communica- 
tions with  the  Commissioners  acted  towards  Colonel  Light  with 
scrupulous  honour.    The  circumstances  were  as  follow:— 

"Before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Kingston  in  the  "Rapid"  the  Commis- 
sioners had  received  frequent  communications  from  the  colony 
complalninjr  of  the  tardy  progress  of  the  surveys,  and  a 
deputation  from  the  South  Austrsilian  Company  had  waited 
on  the  Board  to  represent  the  injury  which  they  and  others 
were    suffering    in    not    being    put  in  possession  of  their  land. 
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While  the  Commissioners  were  considering  the  means  of  remedy- 
ing these  evils  a  communication  was  received  from  Colonel  Light 
stating  that,  wdth  the  strength  at  his  disposal,  he  could  not  com- 
plete the  preliminary  surveys  in  less  than  three  years,  and  asking 
for  an  increase  of  force  which  would  have  swelled  the  expense 
of  the  surveying  staff  to  about  £14,000  per  annum;  and  the  Com- 
missioners, anxious  to  expedite  the  surveys,  but  reluctant  to  entail 
upon  the  colony  so  serious  an  expense,  consulted  with  Captains 
Dawson  and  Robe  upon  the  practicability  of  effecting  a  more 
rapid  and  economical  execution  of  the  work.  In  conformity  with 
the  views  and  suggestions  of  these  authorities,  the  Commissioners 
determined  upon  adopting  the  plan  of  a  running  survey.  Now, 
when  this  arrangement  was  first  considered  Mr.  Kingston  was  not 
in  England,  and  the  Commissioners,  before  communicating  with 
that  gentleman  upon  the  subject,  were  actually  in  negotiation 
with  other  persons  to  proceed  to  the  colony  and  contract  for  the 
completion  of  a  running  survey  within  a  given  time.  Subse- 
quently, as  Mr.  Kingston  arrived  as  the  confidential  agent  of  the 
Resident  Commissioner  and  Surveyor-General  for  soliciting  addi- 
tional surveyors  and  instruments,  the  Commissioners,  considering 
that  it  would  be  more  expedient  and  less  likely  to  create  dissatis- 
faction to  place  the  execution  of  a  running  survey  in  the  hands  of 
a  person  already  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  country,  and 
In  the  confidence  of  his  superiors  in  the  colony,  directed  Mr.  King- 
ston to  put  himself  in  communication  with  Captains  Dawson  and 
Robe,  and  required  him  to  declare  whether  he  would  undertake 
the  running  survey  in  the  event  of  Colonel  Light's  declining  to 
do  so.  Mr.  Kingston  complied  w^ith  the  requisition  of  the  Com- 
missioners reluctantly,  and  so  far  from  indicating  a  wish  to  sup- 
plant his  superior  repeatedly  expressed  the  desire  that  he  might 
be  relieved  from  the  task  which  the  Commissioners  imposed  on 
him  by  Colonel  Light's  undertaking  the  execution  of  the  running 
survey. 

"It  has  been  asked  how  the  Commissioners  could  expect 
CJolonel  Light  would  consent  to  act  under  Mr.  Kingston.  The 
question  could  only  have  been  suggested  by  another  extraordinary 
misconception.  The  Commissioners  proposed  that,  in  the  event 
of  his  declining  to  execute  the  running  survey,  Colonel  Light 
should  continue  as  Surveyor-General  to  examine  the  lake  and  its 
coasts.  These  arrangements,  instead  of  placing  Colonel  Light 
under  Mr.  Kingston,  included  a  special  provision  for  obviating 
such  a  result. 

"The  Commissioners  have  entered  into  this  detailed  explana- 
tion in  order  to  place  in  your  hands  the  means  of  correcting  the 
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niisconceptious  which  have  aiiseu  in  the  colony  on  the  subject  of 
Mr.  Kingston,  and  of  removing  the  prejudices  and  allaying  the 
angry  feelings  which  these  misconceptions  have  occasioned.  It 
will  be  at  all  times  the  anxious  desire  of  the  Commissioners  to 
contribute  towards  the  promotion  of  that  harmony  and  cordial 
co-operation  on  which  the  comfort  of  the  settlers  and  the  pro- 
sperity of  the  colony  must  so  mainly  depend. 

"I  have,  &c., 

"(Signed)    ROBERT  TORRENS, 
'HJhairman  of  the  Commission." 
•'His  Excellency  Lieut.-Colonel  Gawler, 

"Resident  Commissioner,  South  Australia. 
"Per  Buckinghamshire." 

"When  intelligence  reached  the  Board  of  the  tardy  progress 
made  by  Colonel  Light  in  putting  the  settlers  in  possession  of 
their  land  the  Commissioners  sought  and  obtained  the  advice  of 
the  distinguished  officers  charged  with  conducting  the  ordnance 
survey  in  this  country,  and  under  their  guidance  instructed 
Colonel  Light  to  adopt  the  method  of  a  running  survey.  This 
able  and  high-minded  officer,  who  had  served  with  distinction  in 
the  Peninsular  War  as  Aide-de-Camp  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
received  his  new  instructions  at  a  time  when  his  energies  were 
enfeebled  by  disease,  and  when  his  mind  was  in  a  state  of  nervous 
irritability  from  the  harassing  and  vexatious  opposition  which 
lie  had  to  encounter  from  the  quarter  whence  he  had  a  right  to 
expect  the  most  willing  encouragement  and  support.  Instead  of 
obeying  his  instructions  he  resigned.  The  circumstances  of  this 
untoward  event  are,  as  I  have  already  said,  detailed  in  the  Third 
Annual  Report,  as  follows:—! 

"It  is  difficult  to  account  either  for  the  state  of  excitement 
under  which  these  letters  were  written,  or  for  the  extraordinary 
misconceptions  as  to  matters  of  fact  which  they  evince.  Mr. 
Kingston,  against  whom  the  indignation  of  the  surveying  body  is 
directed,  acted  towards  his  superior  with  scrupulous  honour.  He 
made  no  representations  injurious  to  Colonel  Light.  He  neither 
recommended  the  adoption  of  a  running  survey,  nor  volunteered  its 
execution.  He  was  required  by  us  to  pledge  himself  to  undertake 
the  work,  our  object  being,  as  we  have  already  explained,  not  to 
supersede  Colonel   Light,   but,   on   the   contrary,   to   obviate   the 

t  Second  report  from  the  Select  Committee  on  South  Australia ;  toj?ether  with 
the  minutes  of  evidence,  appendix,  and  index.  Ordered  by  the  House  of  Commons  to 
be  printed   10th   June,   1841    (Paper  394,   p.  163). 
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necessity  of  sucli  supersession  by  placing  ourselves  in  u  condition 
to  afford  him  the  opportunity  of  proceeding  with  a  more  rapid 
survey,  and  at  the  same  time  to  secure  its  completion,  in  the  event 
of  his  declining  to  comply  with  our  instructions.  The  assump- 
tions contained  in  the  intemperate  letter  of  the  assistant  sur- 
veyors are  directly  contrary  to  fact.  It  was  Colonel  Light,  and 
not  Mr.  Kingston,  by  Avhom  neglect  and  inetticiency  were  re- 
ported to  us. 

"The  passage  in  our  Secretary's  letter  to  the  South  Australian 
Company,  which  the  assistant  surveyors  so  violently  resent,  con- 
-veys,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  not  censure,  but  exculpation; 
inasmuch  as  it  partly  attributes  the  tardy  progress  of  the  sur- 
veys to  those  dissensions  amongst  the  higher  departments  of  ad- 
ministration in  the  colony  to  which  we  have  already  alluded  in 
this  report,  and  for  the  existence  of  which  the  assistant  surveyors 
could  be  in  no  way  responsible. 

"The  prejudice  excited  against  Mr.  Kingston  was  so  strong 
that,  in  their  letter  of  resignation,  the  assistant  surveyors  fell  into 
the  apparently  unaccountable  error  of  inferring  that  he  had  repre- 
sented them  to  the  Commissioners  as  negligent  and  tardy  in  the 
performance  of  their  duty,  because  the  Commissioners  ceased  to 
write  to  them  letters  of  approval,  upon  receiving,  through  the 
bands  of  Mr.  Kingston,  Colonel  Light's  official  report,  that,  with 
his  staff  of  assistant  surveyors,  he  could  not  execute,  in  a  less 
period  than  three  years,  the  quantity  of  work  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  some  of  the  best  judges  in  this  country,  seven  efficient 
assistants  ought  to  execute  in  six  months. 

"On  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Light  the  direction  of  the  sur- 
veys devolved  on  Mr.  Kingston,  the  Deputy  Surveyor,  who  found 
it  necessary  before  proceeding  with  the  running  survey,  to  put 
the  holders  of  preliminary  land  orders  in  possession  of  the  sec- 
tions chosen  in  the  district  of  Adelaide,  then  only  partially  sur- 
veyed. It  appears  by  the  recent  despatches  from  the  colony  that 
this  officer,  though  left  almost  alone,  was  proceeding  with  laud- 
able energy  and  zeal  in  the  performance  of  his  arduous  and  im- 
portant duty, 

"Having  thus  detailed  the  circumstances  which  have  hitherto 
counteracted  our  efforts  to  keep  the  surveys  in  advance  of  the 
demand  for  land,  we  have  now  only  to  submit  to  your  Lordship 
the  measures  which  we  have  adopted  in  order  to  secure  in  future 
the  attainment  of  that  important  object.  On  receiving  the  resig- 
nation of  the  Surveyor-General  and  his  assistants,  we  addressed  a 
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letter  to  Colonel  Gawler,  explaining  the  misconceptions  respect- 
ing the  intentions  of  the  Commissioners  into  which  Colonel  Light 
had  fallen,  and  giving  to  Colonel  Gawler,  as  Resident  Commis- 
sioner, full  powers  to  organize  a  temporary  surveying  staff  in 
any  manner  and  to  any  extent  which  the  emergency  might  seem 
to  demand. 

"We  next  proceeded  to  the  selection  of  a  gentleman  of  un- 
doubted qualifications  for  the  appointment  of  Surveyor-General, 
and,  after  some  delay,  had  the  good  fortune  to  secure  the  services 
of  Lieutenant  Frome,  R.B.,  a  gentleman  whose  occupation  for 
several  years  has  been  to  instruct  the  junior  officers  of  the  engi- 
neers in  surveying  and  practical  astronomy. 

"At  Lieutenant  Frome's  suggestion  application  has  been  made 
in  the  proper  quarter  for  a  small  party  of  sappers  and  miners 
to  assist  in  the  surveys.  With  these  men,  the  selection  of  whom 
will  immediately  take  place,  and  the  civilians  now  engaged  in  the 
surveys,  a  corps  will  be  formed  about  equal  in  numerical  strength 
to  that  which  existed  before  the  recent  resignations;  and  with  this 
corps  Lieutenant  Frome  estimates  that  he  shall  be  able  to  effect 
an  accurate  survey  of  upwards  of  400,000  acres  per  annum. 

"Under  this  arrangement  we  feel  assured  that  the  object  we 
have  always  had  in  view,  of  keeping  the  surveys  far  in  advance 
of  the  sales  of  land,  will  be  effectually  secured;  and  that  in  a 
short  time  so  large  a  stock  of  surveyed  land  will  be  ready  for 
occupation  that  no  inconvenience  will  be  sustained,  even  if  the 
surveys  should  from  any  cause  meet  with  temporarv  interrup- 
tion." 
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CHAPTER    VI. 


HIS   DEATH   AND   BURIAL. 

(Contributed  to  the  ''S.A.  Register"  of  28th  October,  1892,  by  E.  H. 

Hallack.) 

Aiitidpating  that  anything  referring  to  Colonel  Light  will  at 
this  time  be  of  interest  to  South  Australian  Colonists,  a  few 
extracts  taken  from  the  "Southern  AustraUan"  of  October  9,  1839, 
are  herein  supplied,  together  with  an  account  of  what  was  done 
in  London  in  the  matter  of  collecting  subscriptions  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  the  old  monument  which  now  stands  in  Light  Square, 
as  contained  in  an  underleader  pubhshed  in  the  "South  Australian 
Record,"  dated  May  1(>,  1840.  From  the  former  the  following  is 
quoted: — With  extreme  regret  we  have  this  week  to  record  the 
death  of  this  truly  great  man,  whose  name  will  be  co-eval  with 
the  existence  of  South  Australia,  and  whose  fame  will  increase 
as  years  roll  round,  and  the  capabilities  of  the  colony  are 
developed.  The  colonel  died  on  the  night  of  Saturday,  October  5, 
1839,  after  a  severe  and  protracted  illness,  in  the  fifty-first  year 
of  his  age.  Colonel  Light  was  a  man  of  the  finest  feelings  and 
the  most  refined  sentiments  of  honour.  Hence  the  ill-usage  he  has 
received  had  a  most  injurious  effect  upon  his  mind  and  consti- 
tution, and  in  a  great  measure  hastened  his  death.  We  shall  not 
further  advert  to  the  subject  at  the  present  time;  we  hope, 
however,  to  be  able  shortly,  from  the  kindness  of  a  friend  to  lay 
an  outline  of  the  colonel's  history  before  our  readers,  in 
which  these  matters  will  be  fully  commented  upon.  The  funeral 
of  the  deceased  takes  place  to-mon'ow  (October  10,  1839).  It  will 
be  a  public  one,  at  which  it  is  expected  every  man  in  the  city 
high  and  Ioav,  will  be  present.  His  Excellency,  we  are  happy  to 
announce,  has  ordered  the  public  offices  to  be  closed  on  that 
occasion,  and  it  is  his  Intention  to  attend,  accompanied  by  the 
whole  of  the  public  officers,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  notice, 
a  copy  of  which  has  been  kindly  forwarded  to  us  by  the  Private 
Secretary,  viz. :— "Government  Notice.— Adelaide,  8th  October, 
1839.  As  a  token  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  late  Colonel 
Light  the  public  officers  are  invited  to  attend  his  funeral  and  to 
meet  for  this  purpose  at  the  old  Native  Location  at  12  o'clock  on 
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Thursday,  the  10th  inst— By  his  Excellency's  command,  Robert 
Gouger,  Colonial  Secretary;  Charles  Sturt,  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner." The  aiTaugements  for  the  funeral  are  as  follows: — The 
immediate  friends  and  acquaintances  of  the  colonel  will  meet  at 
Thebarton  (where  the  colonel  resided)  at  half  past  11  o'clock,  and 
accompany  the  body  from  thence  on  its  way  to  Trinity  Church 
until  they  reach  the  old  Native  Location,  where  his  Excellency  and 
the  public  officers,  together  with  the  general  body  of  colonists, 
will  join  them,  and  the  procession  will  then  assume  the  following 
form:— 

The  Colonial  Chaplain. 


Mr.  J.  W.  Xicholls 

Lieutenant  Muntiy 

Captain  Litchfield 

Mr.  McPherson 

Captain  0*Halloran 

Cnptain  Berkeley 

Mr.  Field 

Mr.  Woodforde 

Mr.  Jacob 

>> 

Mr.  B.  T.  Finniss 

Mr.  Nixon 

o 

Mr.  J.   H.  Fisher 

Mr.  E.  Stephens 

c; 

Mr.  J.  Brown 

Mr.  D.  McLaren 

r-i 

Mr.  J.  Morphett 

Mr.  Gilbert 

Mr.  C.  Mann 

Mr.  S.  Stephens 

Mr.  Orrasby 

Mr.  Wright 

Mr.  Duff 

Servants  of  the  Colonel's  Household 

Government  Officers 

The  Council 

His  Honor  the  Judge 

His  Excellency  the  Governor 

The  Clergy 

The  Colonists 

The  paper  also  indicates  that  "the  procession  will  then  move 
on  towards  the  church,  where  service  will  be  performed  by  the 
Rev.  C.  B.  Howard,  Colonial  Chaplain.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
service  the  procession  will  proceed  to  Light  Square,  in  the  centre 
of  which  the  remains  of  the  Colonel  are  to  be  interred,  an 
arrangement  we  highly  approve  of.  We  have  been  favoured  with 
a  copy  of  the  following  order  from  Government  House,  which  we 
feel  gratified  at  giving  publicity  to,  viz.— Government  Notice. — 
Colonial  Secretary's  Office.  October  8,  1839.  The  interment  of 
the  late  Colonel  Light  having  been  fixed  to  take  place  oa 
Thursday  next  at  12  o'clock,  the  Governor  requests  that  as  a 
testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  that  officer  the  shops  m 
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Adelaide  may  be  closed  during  the  funeral  procession  and 
ceremony.— By  his  Excellency's  command,  Robert  Gouger,  Col- 
onial Secretary."  ^ 

And  the  newspaper  further  states— "We  believe  that  not  only 
will  the  storekeepers  comply  with  hi;^  Excellency's  request,  but 
that  it  is  their  intention  to  suspend  business  altogether  in  token 
of  respect  to  so  deserving  an  individual  as  'Colonel  Light.  The 
banks  will  also  be  closed.  It  is  the  intention,  we  understand,  ot 
the  various  ministers  to  preach  funeral  sermons  next  Sunday  in 
their  several  places  of  worship  in  honour  of  the  deceased.  '  A 
splendid  public  monument  is  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  of  the 
colonel  over  the  place  of  his  interment,  towards  w^hich  the  Govern- 
ment have  appropriated  £100.  This  is  as  it  should  be,  and  does 
honour  to  the  feelings  of  his  Excellency.  We  refrain  this  week 
from  doing  more  than  intimating  the  general  arrangements,  and 
earnestly  hope  that  the  colonists  will  all  unite  in  testifying  their 
respect  to  the  father  of  the  colony.  As  a  mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  Colonel  Light  (the  editor  states)  we  exclude  from  our 
pages  to-day  all  political  matter." 

The  next  issue,  bearing  date  October  16,  -1839,  gives  the  follow- 
ing description  of  the  funeral:— "On  Thursday  last  the  remains 
of  this  distinguished  individual  were  consigned  to  the  silent  tomb, 
and  on  that  occasion  the  most  ample  evidence  was  given  of  the 
high  esteem  in  which  he  was  held  by  the  colonists  of  South  Aus- 
tralia. At  11.30  a.m.  the  mournful  procession  left  Thebarton,  and 
on  reaching  the  Native  Location  it  was  joined  by  his  Excellency, 
the  public  officers,  and  the  general  body  of  colonists.  The  Revs. 
Messrs.  Howard,  Stow,  and  Longbottom  headed  the  procession, 
and  were  immediately  followed  by  the  hearse,  on  each  side  of 
which  walked  four  pall-bearers,  officers  in  her  Majesty's  service. 
Next  came  the  particular  friends  of  the  deceased,  then  the  public 
officers,  the  Council,  his  Excellency,  and  the  Private  Secretary, 
followed  by  the  colonists.  When  the  funeral  left  the  Native 
Location  (northern  bank  of  the  Torrens)  there  were  between  400 
and  500  gentlemen  in  procession  all  in  deep  mourning,  and  as  it 
drew  nearer  the  town  the  number  kept  continually  increasing. 
When  it  reached  the  church  there  must  have  been  a  thousand 
individuals  present  besides  those  actually  in  the  procession.  The 
service  in  the  church  concluded,  the  procession  re-formed  and 
moved  on  to  Light  Square,  where  there  could  not  have  been  less 
than  from  three  to  four  thousand  persons  assembled  to  pay  their 
last  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Colonel  Light,  and  during 
the  solemn  ceremony  of  the  burial  service  many  present  were 
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bathed  in  tears,  and  a  deep  sensation  of  sorrow  was  mauitested 
by  all." 

The  feeling  evinced  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  on  thai 
day  does  them  much  credit.  The  Avhole  of  the  shops  were 
snut,  and  general  business  altogether  suspended,  and  every 
manifestation  shown  tliat  the  colonists,  one  and  all,  felt  the  loss 
that  South  Australia  had  sustained"  On  January  11,  1840,  the 
"Southern  Australian"  Intimated  that  the  sum  subscribed  towards 
the  erection  of  the  existing  monument  amounted  to  £646  8/6. 

The  uuderleader  published  in  the  "S.A.  Record"  of  May  16, 
1840,  has  as  a  heading  "The  late  Colonel  Light,"  and  then  says — 
"We  are  happy  to  perceive  that  a  proposition  has  been  advanced 
to  erect  a  monument  in  Adelaide  to  the  memory  of  this  lamented 
individual.  The  circular  we  have  received  very  justly  says — The 
British  public  is  at  present  but  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the 
great  benetits  conferred  upon  the  nation  by  the  establishment  of 
the  new  colony  of  South  Australia,  of  which  Adelaide  is  the  chief 
city,  and,  therefore,  this  appeal  is  more  particularly  addressed  to 
that  portion  of  the  community  who  are  either  interested  themselves 
in  the  colony  or  whose  relations  and  friends  have  emigrated  to 
Adelaide,  as  they  can  fully  appreciate  the  great  debt  of  gratitude 
due  to  that  gallant  and  scieniitlc  officer,  Colonel  William  Light, 
who  made  the  tirst  settlement  there  in  1836,  and  selected  the  spot 
where  that  flourishing  town  now  stands,  to  which  place  13,000 
British  subjects  have  emigrated,  and  into  which  port  51,396  tons 
of  British  shipping  have  entered  since  1836.  All  parties  who  have 
benefited,  and  are  receiving  benefit  from  the  extended  intercourse 
now  carried  on  between  the  united  kingdom  and  South  Australia, 
as  well  as  some  of  his  old  companions  in  arms,  will  doubtless 
feel  anxious  to  lend  their  assistance  towards  erecting  a  monument 
in  this  country  (S.A.)  to  the  memory  of  the  honourable  and  gallant 
officer  by  whose  zeal,  judgment,  and  perseverance  this  important 
work  was  in  a  great  measure  accomplished,  especially  as  the 
national  purse  has  not  been  called  upon  to  contribute  in  any  shape 
towards  the  foundation  of  the  colony  or  its  support.  By  the  latest 
accounts  from  South  Australia  it  appears  that  the  colonists  have 
taken  active  measures  for  erecting  a  memorial  to  Colonel  Light  in 
the  centre  of  the  City  of  Adelaide.  His  friends  in  this  country 
must  be  equally  anxious  to  pay  a  similar  mark  of  respect  to  his 
memory.  Raikes  Currle,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Francis  Wilson,  M.P.,  H. 
Kingseote,  Esq.,  G.  Palmer,  Jun.,  Esq.,  and  F.  W.  Collard,  Esq. 
have  undertaken  to  act  as  trustees  for  any  fund  that  may  be 
collected  (in  London)  for  that  purpose,  and  as  soon  as  a  sufficient 
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sum  has  been  received  to  warrant  tlie  commencement  of  a 
memorial  a  general  meeting  of  tlie  subscribers  will  be  called  by 
advertisement,  and  a  committee  cbosen  from  among  them  to  carry 
OUT  the  object  of  the  subscription."  It  further  adds— "We  shall 
be  happy  to  receive  subscriptions  in  aid  of  this  desirable  object 
at  the  office  of  this  paper." 

In  1887  a  portrait  of  Colonel  Light  was  presented  to  the 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  Adelaide  on  behalf  of  Colonel  George 
Palmer  accompanied  by  the  following  letter  written  by  the  late 
Sir  Samuel  Davenport.* 

"Beaumont,  11th  September,  1877. 

"Dear  Sir — On  behalf  of  Colonel  George  Palmer,  of  Nazing 
Park,  Essex,  well  known  as  one  of  the  Commissioners  under  Act 
1834  founding  this  colony,  I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  the 
City  of  Adelaide  a  porti-ait  of  Colonel  Light,  the  first  Surveyor- 
General  of  South  Australia. 

"With  Colonel  Light  alone  rested  the  responsibility  of  select- 
ing the  site  and  arranging  the  plan  of  Adelaide  as  the  capital  of 
the  colony. 

"Together  with  water  and  timber  and  stone  and  conditions 
of  health,  the  selection  implied  a  position  readily  accessible  from 
a  safe  anchorage  equal  to  the  expansion  of  future  trade,  as  well 
as  from  a  sufficient  area  of  proximate  productive  soil,  and  with 
a  fair  chance  of  natural  roadways  mto  a  habitable  interior  or 
junction  with  any  navigable  rivers,  as  the  Murray. 

"Beyond  what  Flinders  had  described  of  the  coast  and 
Charles  Sturt  of  the  River  Murray  no  prior  knowledge  existed  in 
aid  of  the  decision,  and  the  arrival  of  land-order  holders  prema- 
turely increased  his  difficulties  by  restricting  occasions  of  com- 
parison and  deliberation. 

"The  spirit  which  actuated  him  when  entering  on  his  work 
is  told  in  his  own  words:— *He  felt  the  wellbeing  of  thousands 
was  connected  with,  and  might  in  a  great  degree  depend  upon, 
the  correctness  of  his  decisions.' 

"On  the  3rd  of  January,  1837,  his  mind  was  'fully  made  up' 
as  to  the  site.     The  survey   and  stakmg  off  the  town  sections 

•History  of  the  City  of  Adelaide;  from  t)i€  foundation  of  the  province  of 
South  Australia  in  1836  to  the  end  of  the  mvmicipal  year  1877,  with  appendix  and 
map  by  Thomas  Worsnop,  Town  Clerk,  Adelaide;  J.  Williams,  1878. 
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began  on  tlie  11  tn  of  January,  and  was  finished  on  the  10th  oi 
March,  1837. 

"His  subsequent  conviction  that  he  had  done  his  duty  appears 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  his  friend,  Mr.  William  Jacob,  dated  the 
5th  of  October,  1838,  where  he  says: — 'I  was  never  sanguine  on 
any  point  but  one,  and  that  was  the  eligibility  of  the  site  of  Ade- 
laide; in  that  I  was  always  confident.' 

"Over  forty  years'  experience  of  his  work  testifies  to  the 
soundness  of  his  judgment. 

"I  am  sure,  sir,  you  will  welcome  this  gift  as  most  appropri- 
ately made,  and  will  deem  it  second  to  none  in  its  claim  for  dis- 
tinction on  the  walls  of  your  City  Hall. 

"it  will  be  a  source  of  much  gratification  to  Colonel  Palmer 
to  learn  that  you  are  pleased  to  accept  his  donation. 

"Colonel  Palmer  further  begs  your  acceptance  of  a  portrait 
of  the  second  Governor,  Colonel  Gawler.. 

I  am,  dear,  sir, 

"Yours  faithfully, 

SAM.  DAVENPOKT." 


THE     NEW     MONUMENT     KRECTED     TO    THE     MKMOKY     OK     LOLONLL     LIGHT 
IN  THE  PLACE  OF  THE  OLD   ONE   IN   LIGHT  SQUARE. 

<To   face   p.    154.) 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


UNVEILING  MEMORIAL  IN   LIGHT   SQUARE. 


(Reprinted  from  the  "S.A.  Register"  of  June  22na,  1905.) 

All  roads  led  to  Light  square  in  the  west  end  of  the  city  on 
Wednesday  morning,  when  the  interesting  ceremony  of  unveil'ng 
the  memorial  to  Col.  Light  was  performed.  The  weather  was  cold 
but  sunny,  and  one  who  G6  years  before  had  attended  the  burial 
of  the  great  surveyor  in  the  same  square  said  it  was  just  such  a 
day  as  that  which  was  experienced  on  that  mournful  occasion. 
Admirable  arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  accommodation 
of  those  best  entitled  to  witness  the  proceedings.  Pioneers  whose 
records  began  before  1845  were  provided  with  a  special  platform, 
which  was  crowded  with  aged  but  hale  men  and  women  whose 
names  appeared  in  The  Register  of  June  21,  together  with  a  full 
description  of  the  memorial  and  a  history  of  the  mo^'ement.  Sub- 
scribers and  public  men  were  provided  with  seats  inside  the  bar- 
riers which  kept  the  general  public  withm  bounds,  and  the  result 
was  that  everybody  had  a  comfortable  and  convenient  place.  The 
official  entrance  to  the  square  was  by  Morphett  street,  and  from 
here  to  the  monument  a  squad  of  300  school  children  in  neat  uni- 
forms and  armed  with  light  carbines  formed  a  guard  of  honour. 
The  whole  were  in  charge  of  Mjr.  A.  H.  Neale,  and  the  schools 
represented  were: — Norwood,  50,  Messrs.  A.  Williams  and  B.  J. 
Gates;  North  Adelaide,  48,  Capt.  J.  Donnell;  Hindmarsh, 
27,  Capt.  J.  Harry;  Currie  Street,  28,  Mr.  B.  L. 
Harfield;  Parkside,  30,  Mr.  S.  G.  Sullivan;  Unley,  40,  Mr. 
C.  Charlton;  MarryatvJlle.  32,  Capt.  F.  F.  Wholohan;  Grote  Street, 
45,  Mjr.  Neale;  Flinders  Street,  20,  Mr.  R.  T.  Burnard.  In  addition 
the  Sturt  Street  and  Goodwood  drum  and  fife  bands,  under  Messrs. 
W.  J.  Adey  and  C.  Bronner  respectively,  made  their  presence  agree- 
able by  playing  lively  airs.  Many  of  the  people  took  their  places 
long  before  the  opening  time,  and  listened  with  pleasure  to  the 
I*olice  Band.  The  members  of  the  Ministry  and  the  municipal 
party  arrived  at  10.50.  and  took  the'r  places  on  a  platform  at  the 
foot  of  the  monument.     Those  who  were  accorded  this  privilege 
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^vere:— The  Mayor  (Mr.  T.  Bruce),  the  Premier  (Hon.  R.  Butler), 
the  Chief  Secretary  (Hon.  J.  Vardon),  the  Attorney  General  (Hon. 
J.  R.  Anderson).  Aid.  Downs,  Johnson,  and  Wells,  Crs.  Baker, 
Bonython,  Myers.  Hines,  Pullin,  and  Sellar,  Sir  Edwin  Smith,  and 
Mr.  R.  Kyffin  Thomas  (representing  the  subscribers  to  the  fund), 
Messrs.  C.  E.  Owen  Smyth,  I.S.O.,  and  L.  H.  Sholl,  I.S.O.  (repre- 
siuting  the  Government  on  the  committee),  Mr.  H.  P.  Gill  (Direc- 
tor of  the  School  of  Design),  the  Chief  Staff  Officer  (Lieut.-Col. 
Reade),  Mr.  .Joseph  Fisher  (one  of  the  original  treasurers  of  the 
fund),  Mr.  G.  G.  Mayo,  the  Commissioner  of  Police  (Col.  Madley), 
the  Town  Clerk  (Mr.  T.  G.  Ellery),  and  Mr.  H.  L.  Jackman  (archi- 
tect of  the  monument). 

Among  many  politicians  present  were  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  (Sir  Frederick  Holder),  the  President  of 
the  Legislative  Council  (Sir  Lancelot  Stirling),  and  Sir  John 
Downer,  M.L.C.  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  who 
was  accompanied  by  Lady  AVay,  Miss  Blue,  and  Dr.  Richards, 
m-rived  at  11  o'clock,  by  which  time  there  was  an  immense  as- 
semblage in  Light  square.  Throughout  the  proceedings  the  people 
preserved  perfect  order.  The  gusty  wind  proved  exceedingly 
troublesome  to  speakers  with  notes,  but  the  whole  ceremony 
passed  off  with  great  success.  The  climax  was  reached  when  the 
covering  fell  away  from  the  handsome  35-ft.  high  monument  so 
truly  erected  by  the  contractor  (Mr.  J.  J.  Leahy).  The  Police  Band 
at  this  moment  played  the  "Song  of  Australia,"  and  hearty  cheer- 
ing followed. 

—Lieutenant-Governor's  Address. — 

His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor  said: — We  are  all 
grateful  for  the  rain  during  the  past  month,  and  I  am  sure  we 
are  equally  grateful  for  the  sunshine  this  morning.  We  are  met 
to  pay  an  instalment  of  a  debt  which  the  citizens  of  Adelaide  and 
the  people  of  South  Australia  generally  owe  to  the  memory  of  Col. 
Light,  the  founder  of  the  capital.  We  are  continuing  this  morning 
a  tribute  paid  to  him  60  years  ago,  when  all  that  was  mortal  of 
him  was  laid  in  this  square  bearing  his  name  in  the  grave  under 
the  monument  presently  to  be  unveiled.  Even  then  he  was  re- 
cognised by  the  colonists  as  a  great  public  benefactor,  and  they 
had  come  under  the  spell  of  his  personal  charm.  So  his  body  was 
followed  to  the  grave  by  a  procession  of  461  gentlemen,  and  it  was 
laid  in  its  final  resting  place  with  the  tears  of  the  greatest  assem- 
blage which  up  till  that  time  had  ever  gathered  in  this  State, 
then  less  than  three  years  old.  Immediately  after  the  funeral 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  erection  of  a  monument.     The 
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population  of  the  whole  colony  at  that  time  was  less  than  10,000, 
and  yet  within  one  short  week  nearly  £250  was  subscribed  tor  that 
purpose,  and  the  amount  was  raised  to  £641  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months. 

—The  Old  Monument— 

The  foundation  stone  of  the  monument  was  laid  on  February 
18,  1843,  by  Sir  James  Hurtle  Fisher,  who  had  been  Resident  Com- 
missioner of  Crown  Lands,  and  was  afterwards  the  honoured  first 
President  of  the  Legislative  Council.  Mr.  (afterwards  Sir)  George 
Strickland  Kingston  designed  and  superintended  the  erection  of 
the  monument  as  a  labour  of  love  for  his  old  friend.  It  was  a 
Gothic  cross,  45  ft.  high,  and  in  my  judgment  it  was  Sir  George's 
architectural  masterpiece.  When  I  came  to  the  colony  early  in 
1853  the  monument  stood  there  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation. 
If  I  had  had  my  will  that  monument  would  have  been  reproduced 
line  by  line  and  stone  by  stone.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  was  a  memento 
of  the  friendship  of  the  three  men— Col.  Light  Sir  James  Fisher, 
and  Sir  G.  S.  Kingston — and  it  would  have  been  an  ornament  to 
any  city  in  the  world.  But  alas!  sandstone  even  from  South  Aus- 
tralian quarries  crumbles  away,  and  so  we  are  not  to  have  a 
replica  of  Sir  G.  S.  Kingston's  masterpiece,  but  a  granite  column, 
standing  four  square  to  all  the  winds  that  blow,  which  we  hope 
will  last  for  centuries  and  millenniums  to  come.     (Applause.) 

— Sixty-six  Years  Ago. — 

A  few  persons  are  now  present  of  the  ever-lessening  number  who 
attended  Col.  Light's  funeral  on  October  10,  1839.  We  are  here 
to-day  to  recall  memories  of  those  sturdy  pioneers,  than  whom  no 
nobler  band  ever  left  the  mother  country  to  plant  the  national  flag, 
the  free  institutions,  and  British  characteristics  in  distant  lands. 
We  have  present  to-day  Mr.  Hudson  Beare,  a  son  of  the  first 
assistant  manager  of  the  South  Australian  Company.  Thei*e  is 
Mr.  H.  T.  Morris,  so  much  respected  by  pastoralists  and  the  whole 
community,  who  was  then  a  handsome  young  man,  and  a  nephew 
of  the  first  Governor  of  South  Australia.  I  am  disappointed  not 
to  see  present  Charles  and  Hurtle  Fisher,  who  would  have  been 
here  had  it  been  practicable.  Mr.  Charles  Fisher  marched  by  his 
father's  side  in  that  funeral  procession,  and  there  is  no  man  on 
this  continent  who  has  done  so  much  for  the  welfare  and  progress 
of  the  pastoral  interests  as  Mr.  Charles  Fisher  has  done.  It  is  a 
disappointment  to  me  also  not  to  see  Mrs.  Marryat  the  daughter 
of  the  first  Colonial  Chaplain,  who  conducted  the  funeral  cere- 
mony.    He  was  a  man  of  piety  and  zeal,  and  he  has  left  to  the 
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clergy  of  all  ilenomlnatioiis  iu  this  State  an  example  of  a  catliollc 
spirit  and  of  toleration  for  those  who  differed  from  his  views.  I 
dont  think  my  friend  Mr.  Joseph  Fisher  followed  in  the  proces- 
sion. (Mr.  Fisher— "I  saw  it")  If  we  have  only  a  few  of  those 
sturdy  pioneers  present,  at  all  events  we  have  their  sons  and 
daujjhters  and  grandchildren,  who  are  filling  honourable  positions, 
and  are  as  great  a  credit  to  the  State  as  their  forefathers  were  in 
their  time.    (Applause.) 

— Historic  Figures. — 
May  I  say  one  word  or  two  about  the  man  himself?  To  my  mind 
Col.  L'ght  was  the  most  picturesque  and  fascinating  figure  among 
the  early  settlers.  I  don't  forget  Sir  John  Hindmarsh,  whose  re- 
cord for  bravery  has  not  been  surpassed  in  the  glorious  history  of 
the  British  Navy.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  don't  forget  Sir  James  Fisher, 
with  his  white  hair  and  his  red  cheeks,  with  his  blue  coat  and  gilt 
buttons  and  his  buff  waistcoat,  with  his  graciousness  of  manner 
and  kindliness  of  disposition,  characteristics  that  made  the  band 
strike  up  when  he  entered  any  assemblage,  "A  fine  old  English 
gentleman,  all  of  the  olden  time."  (Hear,  hear.)  Nor  do  I  forget 
Sir  John  Morphett,  even  in  his  old  age  well  dressed,  an  upright 
figure  with  all  the  alertness  of  youth.  He  was  at  the  head  of 
everything  in  those  old  days.  His  w^as  the  first  name  at  the  head 
of  the  subscription  list,  and  it  stood  for  the  sum  of  20  guineas. 
(Applause.)  To  my  mind  he  was  a  typical  English  country  gentle- 
man. I  am  sure  that  every  one  felt  a  few  weeks  ago  when  Lady 
Morphett  passed  away  that  one  of  the  strongest  links  with  the  old 
times  in  South  Australia  was  finally  severed. 

—  A  Biographical  Snapshot.— 
But  now  let  me  turn  to  Col.  Light.  Every  schoolboy  in  that  guard 
of  honour  which  has  come  here  to  our  great  pleasure  on  this  occa- 
sion knows  something  of  Col.  Light's  adventurous  career.  They 
know  he  had  royal  Malay  blood  in  his  veins.  His  father  was 
Capt.  Francis  Light,  who  was  one  of  those  adventurous  seagoing 
Englishmen  who  have  done  so  much  for  the  expansion  of  the  Em- 
pire in  all  parts  of  the  world.  He  was  founder— and  first  Governor 
—Superintendent  was  the  title  given  to  him— of  the  colony  of 
Penang.  He  married  a  daughter  of  the  native  Sultan  or  Rajah, 
and  she  was  the  mother  of  Col.  Light.  Col.  Light  was  brought  up 
as  a  young  gentleman  of  fortune.  First  he  was  midshipman,  and 
served  several  years  in  the  navy.  Then  he  entered  the  British 
Army,  and  served  all  through  the  Peninsular  war  with  so  much 
courage  and  distinction  as  to  win  rapid  promotion  and  the  admira- 
tion and  friendship  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington.    Next  he  drew  his 
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sword  on  the  side  of  the  constitutional  party  in  the  war  in  Spain. 
Although  he  had  passed  through  43  engagements  without  a  scratch, 
he  received  a  severe  wound  while  he  was  fighting  in  Spain.  When 
peace  came  he  married,  and  travelled  with  his  wife  in  his  yacht 
in  the  basin  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  finally  he  took  sei-vice 
under  Mehemet,  the  belligerent  Pasha  of  Egypt,  by  whom  he  was 
dispatched  to  England  to  procure  officers  for  his  navy  from  boat- 
swain to  admiral.  The  portrait  of  Col.  Light  is  embedded  per- 
manently in  English  history  in  that  great  miUtary  classic  Napier's 
"Peninsular  War."  Gen.  Napier  says:— "Capt.  Light  d'stinguished 
himself  by  the  variety  of  his  attainments— artist,  musician,  me- 
chanist, seaman,  and  soldier."  In  a  word,  we  may  say  now,  he 
was  the  Admirable  Crichton  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  You  may  see  what  he  was  as  an  artist  in  three  water- 
colours  in  the  National  Gallery,  which  we  owe  to  the  munificence 
—as  in  so  many  other  things— and  to  the  generosity  of  Sir  Edwin 
Smith.  (Hear,  hear.)  You  may  see  something  of  the  quality  of 
the  artist  in  the  book  which  I  hold  in  my  hand.  I  refer  to  his 
Sicilian  Scenery  engraved  by  the  first  artists  of  the  day.  I  am 
soiTy  to  say  there  is  no  copy  of  this  book  in  South  Australia.  I 
have  borrowed  the  copy  I  hold  in  my  hand  from  the  Public 
Library  of  Victoria.* 

— The  Topographical  Instinct. — 

In  1836  came  the  great  opportunity  of  Col.  Light's  life.  He  told 
his  old  friend  William  Jacob,  on  his  death  bed,  that  he  always  had 
an  ambition  to  be  like  his  father,  one  of  the  builders  of  the  Em- 
pire. Sir  George  Napier,  when  he  declined  the  Governorship  of 
South  Australia,  suggested  the  appointment  of  Col.  Light,  believ- 
ing that  his  long  experience  in  the  Iberian  Peninsula,  Italy,  and 
other  parts  of  the  Mediterranean  had  qualified  him  for  service  in 
laying  the  foundations  of  a  prosperous  community  in  the  sunny 
south.  The  appointment,  however,  was  filled,  and  Col.  Light  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  Surveyor-General  in  the  new  settlement. 
Like  other  great  travellers  and  explorers,  such  as  John  McDouall 
Stuart  and  Charles  Sturt,  Light  possessed  what  I  may  call  the 
topographical  instinct.  The  exercise  of  that  instinct  had  saved  a 
division  of  the  British  Army  from  capture  or  annihilation  in  Spain, 
and  the  exercise  of  that  instinct  preserved  the  infant  community 
of  South  Australia  from  being  strangled  almost  at  its  birth. 

— Selecting  the  Site. — 

I  shall  not  delay  to  tell  the  story  of  the  selection  of  the  site  of 
Adelaide.    There  were  the  Governor  (Capt.  Hindmarsh)  and  the 

*  There  is  now  a  copy  in  the  Public  Library  in   Adelaide. 
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Resident  Commissioner  (Mr.  Fisher),  but  thie  responsibility  of 
fixing  tlie  site  rested  entirely  with  Col.  Light.  When  his  choice 
was  announced  you  all  know  what  wrangling,  discussion,  and  ill- 
feeling  happened.  Governor  Hindmarsh  had  steered  H.M.S. 
Buffalo  to  Port  Lincoln,  and  he  would  not  have  been  the  seaman 
he  was  if  he  had  not  admired  that  haven,  in  which  could  rest  all 
the  navies  of  the  world.  Some  of  the  colonists  wished  the  capital 
to  be  fixed  at  Encounter  Bay,  and  my  first  predecessor.  Sir  John 
Jeflfcott,  the  Judge,  was  drowned  in  endeavouring  to  show  that 
the  passage  into  the  Murray  was  navigable.  And,  although  the 
Innd  order  holders  and  everybody  else  were  clamouring  for  land 
grants,  there  was  a  strong  party  that  urged  for  further  delay,  so 
that  Col.  Light  might  travel  up  and  down  the  coast  to  see  if  he 
could  find  a  better  site  for  the  capital.  The  majority  of  the  colo- 
nists thought,  however,  and  we  know  that  Col.  Light  was  right 
in  the  decision  he  came  to.  (Cheers.)  The  choice  he  made  secured 
the  welfare  of  the  settlement.  South  Australia  was  settled  on  thev 
Wakefield  system,  and  was  to  be  a  self-supporting  colony.  It  was 
the  first  scientific  attempt  that  was  made  to  settle  people  on  the 
land  in  a  distant  dependency.  To  the  success  of  that  enterprise 
fertile  land  and  plenty  of  it  was  an  indispensable  condition,  but  if 
Port  Lincoln  or  Encounter  Bay  had  been  chosen  as  the  capital 
there  would  have  been  no  South  Australia  in  the  year  of  grace 
1905.  The  early  settlers  would  have  drifted  away  to  Melbourne. 
Sydney,  or  Hobart  Town,  or  back  to  England  in  disgust,  and  the 
site  of  this  great  city  and  its  suburbs  would  to-day  in  all  proba- 
bility be  only  an  outlying  pastoral  district  of  Victoria  or  New 
South  Wales. 

—A  Charming  Situation.— 

Now,  as  to  the  site.  After  70  years  no  better  site  can  be  found. 
(Hear,  hear.)  A  mile  or  two  either  way  would  have  spoilt  the 
whole  thing.  It  is  situated  on  one  of  the  finest  plains  in  the  world, 
under  the  shelter  of  the  beautiful  hills  which  have  moderated  the 
climate.  They  have  secured  us  from  drought,  and  have  furnished 
us  with  a  beautiful  water  supply  and  a  glorious  picture.  Hour  by 
hour  and  day  by  day  throughout  the  year  the  hills  make  a  beauti- 
ful landscape  that  eludes  the  skill  of  the  best  possible  landscape 
painter.  Eight  miles  from  the  city  there  is  the  Port.  Those  of 
you  who  have  read  Col.  Light's  .journal  will  remember  how  he 
l(»oked  at  those  two  old  ships— the  Rapid,  a  brig  of  164  tons,  and 
the  Tam  o'  Shanter,  a  barque  or  ship  of  360  tons— as  being  the 
first  prows  that  ploughed  the  water  between  the  mangroves,  and 
which  he  hoped  would  be  the  channel  of  the  commerce  of  a  great 
commercial  community.    If  he  could  look  at  Port  Adelaide  to-dav 
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what  would  his  feelings  be?  He  would  see  week  after  week  ships 
of  7,000  and  8,000  tons  burden  coming  safely  into  the  refuge  of 
that  harbour  trading  regularly  with  us  throughout  the  year.  If 
he  could  rise  from  that  grave  he  would  be  more  astonished  even 
than  we  should  be  to-day  upon  looking  at  this  fair  city,  with  its 
Government  and  legislative  halls,  with  its  municipal  institutions, 
with  its  cathedrals  and  churches,  and  its  universities  and  School 
of  Mines,  and  secondary  and  public  schools,  with  its  warehouses 
and  manufactories  and  shops  and  happy  homes.  (Applause.)  He 
would  be  delighted  to  see  more  than  entered  into  his  imagination. 
^VTiere  in  the  wide  world  will  you  And  a  city  better  planned  than 
Adelaide?  (Applause.)  Adelaide  with  its  broad  streets  and  with 
its  quincunx  of  squares  and  its  park  lands  2,300  acres  in  extent — 
(hear,  hear)— a  grand  inheritance  of  the  citizens  for  all  time.  The 
choice  and  laying  out  of  the  site  of  the  City  of  Adelaide  was  an 
effort  of  genius.  Col.  Light  knew  right  well  the  value  of  his  great 
achievements.  As  he  lay  on  his  dying  bed  he  asked  that  "The 
founder  of  the  City  of  Adelaide"  should  be  engraved  on  a  sheet  of 
copper  and  placed  in  his  coflSn  with  him,  and  you  all  remember  the 
noble  passage  embraced  in  the  preface  of  his  diary,  which  ought 
to  be  inscribed  on  the  statue  to  be  erected.    (Applause.) 

—The  Verdict  of  Posterity.— 

These  are  the  words,  and  I  reiterate  that  they  ought  to  be  in- 
scribed on  the  statue  which  the  committee  propose  to  erect  in  King 
William  street  close  to  Victoria  square: — "The  reasons  that  led  me 
to  fix  Adelaide  where  it  is  I  do  not  expect  to  be  generally  under- 
stood or  calmly  judged  of  at  present.  My  enemies,  however,  by  dis- 
puting their  validity  in  every  particular  have  done  me  the  good 
service  of  fixing  the  whole  of  the  responsibility  on  me.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  bear  it;  and  I  leave  it  to  posterity,  and  not  to 
them,  to  decide  whether  I  am  entitled  to  praise  or  to  blame."  (Ap- 
plause.) The  verdict  of  posterity  has  been  given.  Not  only  we 
who  are  fortunate  enough  to  live  in  or  around  the  City  of  Ade- 
laide, not  only  those  who  will  succeed  to  our  places  when  we  are 
gone,  but  generations  to  come,  when  our  poor  names  are  forgotten, 
will  bear  in  remembrance  the  honoured  name  of  Col.  Light,  the 
founder  of  the  City  of  Adelaide — (applause) — ^the  preserver,  nay  it 
is  not  too  strong  a  word  to  use,  the  saviour  of  the  State  of  South 
Australia.    (Applause.)  ) 

—The  Duty  of  the  Citizens.— 

This  city  and  this  State  are  Col.  Light's  best  and  moat  glorious 
monument.  It  is  due  to  ourselves  that  the  place  where  lies  his 
honoured  dust  should  be  preserved  from  desecration,  and  should 


162  COLONEL    LIGHT. 

U^  marked  out  as  a  sacred  spot  to  the  citizens  of  Adelaide  for  all 
time.  Mr.  Mayor,  it  is  your  privilege  that  this  monument  is  com- 
pleted during  your  tenure  of  oflSce,  and  you  have  had  the  privilege 
of  having  your  name  inscribed  upon  this  granite  column.  They 
have  Lord  Mayors  in  Melbourne  and  Sydney,  but  nothing  can  take 
away  from  Adelaide  the  honour  of  being  the  first  city  in  Australia 
to  have  municipal  institutions.  Sir  James  Fisher  was  the  first 
Mayor  of  Adelaide.  He  beat  Sir  Edwin  Smith's  and  Mr.  Cohen's 
records,  for  he  held  that  oflBce  five  times.  He  laid  the  first  stone 
of  the  first  monument  to  Col.  Light,  and  it  is  fitting  that  his  suc- 
cessor should  unveil  the  second.  Mr.  Mayor,  on  behalf  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  South  Australia  and  on  behalf  of  the  subscribers  1 
ask  you  to-day  to  do  us  the  honour  of  unveiling  this  monument, 
and  to  accept  it  as  a  sacred  trust  to  preserve  the  memory  of  Col. 
Light.    (Loud  applause.) 

—The  Mayor's  Speech. — 

The  Mayor  said  it  afforded  him  much  pleasure  to  be  in  the 
position  of  Mayor  of  Adelaide  when  such  an  important  epoch  took 
place  as  the  unveiling  in  the  city  of  a  memorial  to  the  late  Col. 
Light.  His  Excellency  had  delivered  an  oration  which  ought  to 
go  down  to  all  time  for  its  splendid  historical  value.  (Applause.) 
It  was  an  oration  such  as  the  citizens  of  Adelaide  had  seldom 
listened  to  by  any  one  whom  they  honoured  and  respected  as  they 
did  the  Lieutenant-Governor.  He  did  not  think  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  add  anything  connected  with  the  rise  of  the  City  of 
Adelaide,  nor  was  it  necessary  for  him  to  say  anything  in  regard 
to  the  virtue  and  capacity  of  the  man  whom  they  were  honouring 
that  day.  He  thought  that  the  noble  band  of  pioneers  who  had 
followed  the  funeral  bier  of  the  late  Col.  Light  from  Trinity 
Church,  on  North  terrace,  to  the  hallowed  ground  on  which  they 
were  standing  must  from  their  heavenly  home  be  looking  down 
with  eyes  of  admiration  upon  that  all  too  tardy  recognition  of  the 
great  man  whom  they  hiad  learnt  to  honour  and  respect  even  in 
those  early  days.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  had  with  them  that  day 
men  who  had  assisted  to  build  the  Empire.  Some  people  might 
ask  how  it  was  that  South  Australia  had  made  such  progress, 
and  they  might  wonder  at  the  class  of  men  they  had  in  the  State. 
The  answer  to  those  questions  was  represented  in  the  pioneers  on 
his  left — worthy  scions  of  noble  houses.  They  were  men  who  had 
come  to  the  State  in  the  days  gone  by,  and  he  questioned  mnch  if 
since  the  period  when  the  Mayflower  sailed  from  old  England 
with  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  a  better  class  of  emigrants  had  departed 
from  the  land  of  their  birth  than  those  who  left  for  South  Aus- 
tralia In  1836  and  for  some  years  afterwards.    (Applause.)    It  was 


COLONEL    LIGHT. 


iei 


to  those  gallant  men  that  the  State  owed  its  reputation,  and  it  was 
to  those  pioneers  that  they  owed  the  government  and  the  honour 
and  pleasure  of  having  men  like  Sir  Samuel  Way,  the  la,te  Judges 
Boothby  and  Cooper,  and  others,  who  had  graced  the  judicial 
benches,  and  honestly  and  faithfully  upheld  the  traditions  of  the 
profession  they  had  so  much  adorned.  He  would  now  perform  the 
unveiling  ceremony,  which  he  did  with  all  honour  and  reverence, 
trusting  that  the  Almighty  in  His  mercy  might  allow  the  monu- 
ment to  stand  in  everlasting  memory  of  the  noble  man  who '  hal- 
lowed the  ground  there  while  peacefully  sleeping  beneath  it. 
(Cheers.) 

— Monument  Unveiled.— 

The  Mayor  then  removed  the  coverings  from  the  monolith,  and 
the  people  stood  with  uncovered  heads,  while  the  Police  Band 
played  "The  Song  of  Australia."  Three  resounding  cheers  having 
been  given,  the  Mayor  sincerely  thanked  those  present,  on  behalf 
of  the  citizens,  for  having  assisted  at  the  ceremony.  They  had 
among  them  two  of  the  originators  of  the  movement  which  had 
culminated  in  the  erection  of  the  magnificent  monument  just  un- 
veiled. He  referred  to  Mr.  Joseph  Fisher  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Bullock, 
whom  he  was  pleased  to  see  in  the  best  of  health  and  spirits. 
(Cheers.) 

—A  Picture  of  Col.  Light  by  Himself.— 

His  Excellency  said  that  an  appropriate  ceremony  ^rould  now 
be  performed.  It  was  a  source  of  regret  that  South  Australia 
possessed  no  worthy  portrait  of  Col.  Light.  There  was  one  in  the 
City  Council  chamber,  painted,  he  ^ould  think,  by  an  Oriental 
artist,  and  was  probably  more  of  a  caricature  than  a  portrait. 
Lady  Way  was  wearing  a  miniature  of  Col.  Light  and  his  wife, 
which,  by-and-by  would  find  a  place  in  the  Public  Library.  (Hear, 
hear.)  But  early  in  the  movement  for  the  erection  of  this  monu- 
ment— it  had  spread  over  15  years^a  letter  was  addressed  to  the 
committee  by  a  colonist  who  was  very  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all 
who  knew  him.  He  meant  the  late  Dr.  Mayo.  (Applause.)  The 
letter  was  as  follows:— "Gentlemen — ^I  propose  to  present  thef  pic- 
ture or  portrait  of  Col.  Light  to  the  National  Gallery  upon  the 
condition  that  the  Government  give  £1,000  to  the  work  you  have  in 
hand — namely,  that  of  erecting  a  suitable  monument  as  a  memo- 
rial of  a  man  so  distinguished  as  a  soldier,  so  capable  as  an  engi- 
neer and  artist,  and  occupying  as  he  did  so  unique  a  position  as 
the  first  Surveyor-General  of  so  important  a  portion  of  Heir 
Majesty's  dominions  as  is  the  Province  of  South  Australia.  Geo. 
Mayo."    Dr.  Mayo  had  crystallized  into  those  few  lines  all  that 
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bad  been  said  at  much  greater  length  that  morning.  He  was  glad 
to  inform  the  people  that  Dr.  Mayo's  son  was  present  that  morn- 
ing, and  with  the  hearty  acquiescence  of  Dr.  Mayo's  daughters, 
Mr.  G.  G.  Mayo  would  hand  to  him  the  portrait  of  Col.  Light, 
executed  by  the  colonel  himself,  to  be  placed  in  the  National  Gal- 
lory  on  North  terrace  as  a  pei-petual  memorial  of  Dr.  Mayo's 
generosity,  and  of  the  memory  of  his  friend  Col.  Light.   (Cheers.) 

Mr.  G.  G.  Mayo  then  handed  the  painting  to  His  Excellency, 
who  thanked  him  for  having  so  generously  carried  out  his  father's 
wishes.  Those  competent  to  speak  say  that  it  is  a  splendid  por- 
trait of  the  great  surveyor.  (See  the  frontispiece,  page  82.) 

—Votes  of  Thanks.— 

The  Premier  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  His  Excellency  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  and  the  members  of  the  committee  who  had 
worked  so  ai*duously  in  the  direction  of  erecting  the  noble  monu- 
ment to  South  Australia's  most  distinguished  public  servant. 
They  had  listened  to  the  oration  by  Sir  Samuel  Way  setting  out 
the  work  and  character  of  Col.  Light,  and  they  could  endorse  eveiy 
word  he  had  said.  He  did  not  think  anybody  in  the  early  days  of 
tlie  State  had  rendered  such  splendid  services  as  Col.  Light,  who 
had  given  to  Soutli  Australia  the  most  charming  capital  in  the 
Commonwealth.  As  head  of  the  Government  he  was  gratified  at 
tlie  completion  of  the  work.  The  Government  subsidy  of  £1,000 
liad  been  promised  in  1892.  (^Ir.  Fisher — "And  we  could  never  get 
It")  The  movement  had  lapsed  for  several  years;  but  in  1903  the 
Hon.  J.  G.  Jenkins,  then  Premier  of  the  State,  had  carried  out  the 
obligation  of  previous  Governments  by  making  the  long-promised 
donation.  The  sum  of  £500  had  been  contributed  by  the  City  Cor- 
poration, and  a  similar  amount  had  been  obtained  by  private  sub- 
scriptions, which  brought  the  aggregate  up  to  £2.000.  They  had 
now  a  monument  which  would  do  credit  to  South  Australia,  and 
would  represent  the  affectionate  remembrance  of  grateful  citizens 
for  generations  to  come.    (Applause.) 

Sir  Samuel  Way,  in  acknowledging  the  compliment  paid  to 
Lim,  said  he  looked  forward  to  the  day  when  they  should  not 
only  have  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  McDouall  Stuart  and 
CoL  Light,  but  also  one  to  Capt.  Flinders,  the  great  navigator  who 
had  discovered  the  coast  of  South  Australia,  and  Capt.  Sturt,  the 
great  explorer,  who  had  revealed  the  country's  resources.  He 
would  also  like  to  see  fitting  memoi-ials  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  George  Fife  Angas,  the  founder  of  South  Australia,  his  illus- 
trious son,  John  Howard  Angas,  John  Ridley,  the  man  who  had 
inrented  the  reaping  machine  and  given  it  to  the  world.       (Mr. 
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Fisher— -'And  Col.  Torreiis.")  Yes,  as  Mr.  Fisher  had  interjected, 
a  monument  to  Col.  Torrens,  and  to  his  son,  Sir  Richard  Torrens. 
(An  Old  Colonist— "And  to  Eyre,  the  explorer.")  Yes;  he  hoped 
some  day  to  see  a  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of  that  great 
man.  The  little  plan  he  had  formulated,  however,  would  require 
some  time  to  complete.  He  desired  to  thank  the  guard  of  honour 
which  had  come  there  that  day  to  receive  him.  They  centred  their 
hopes  for  the  future  of  South  Australia  in  the  young  boys,  and  he 
was  quite  sure  that  they  would  not  be  disappointed. 

The  Mayor,  on  behalf  of  the  City  Corporation  and  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  Col.  Light  monument,  thanked  the  Premier 
for  his  kmd  words.  He  wished  to  intimate  that  the  Minister  of 
Education  had  promised  that  it  would  not  be  necessary  for  the 
members  of  the  guard  of  honour  to  return  to  school  that  day,  and 
that  they  could  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  a  half -holiday. 

—Col.  Light's  Flagstaff.— 

A  little  while  ago  it  was  stated  that  a  flagstaff  erected  by  Col. 
Light,  Avhich  was  originally  a  spar  of  the  brig  Rapid,  the  vessel 
that  brought  the  renowned  surveyor  to  the  new  province,  was  still 
in  existence.  Small  pieces  of  this  historic  relic  survive,  but  the 
main  portion  seems  to  have  passed  away.  Mr.  N.  J.  Hone,  who 
for  the  past  25  years  has  occupied  the  former  residence  of  Col. 
Light,  at  South wark,  remembers  it  perfectly.  It  stood  in  the 
grounds  until  about  15  years  ago,  when  a  strong  gale  brought  it 
level  with  the  earth.  The  lower  portion  of  the  pole  was  about  8  in. 
in  diameter,  and  tapered  towards  the  top.  The  base  upon  which  it 
was  erected,  apparently  of  Australian  wood,  is  still  to  be  seen. 
Mr.  Hone  intended  to  keep  the  pole  as  a  memento,  but  unfortu- 
nately it  disappeared  without  his  knoAvledge.  Before  that  pieces 
of  it  were  turned  into  articles  which  will  be  cherished  by  their  for- 
tunate possessors.  One  of  these  was  a  "Chairman's  gavel,"  which 
was  presented  to  Lady  Holder  by  the  W.C.T.U.  Another  piece  is 
preserved  in  the  museum  of  the  South  Australian  Chamber  of 
Manufactures. 

—Col.  Light  in  Sicily.— 

By  the  courtesy  of  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
we  have  been  able  to  inspect  the  volume  of  Col.  Light's  sketches 
to  which  he  referred  in  his  speech.  The  title  page  has  the  inscrip- 
tion:—"Sicilian  scenery,  from  drawings  by  P.  De  Wint,  the  origi- 
nal sketches  by  Major  Light."  It  was  published  by  Rodwell  and 
Martin,  New  Bond  street,  London,  in  1823.  There  are  over  60 
sketches,  etched  on  steel  b  y  a  number  of  different  engravers.  The 
work  is  throughout  of  the  most  delicate  character,  testifying  to  the 
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artistic  ability  of  Col.  Light,  and  also  of  the  artist  and  engravers 
who  prepared  his  sketches  for  publication.  The  views  include 
numerous  representations  of  the  scenery  of  Sicily,  of  the  towns 
and  buildings  of  the  period,  and  also  of  the  ruins  of  the  ancient 
temples  and  other  famous  buildings  for  which  the  island  is  noted. 
The  very  interesting  descriptive  matter  is  printed  in  both  English 
and  French.  The  volume  is  the  property  of  the  Public  Library  in 
Melbourne.  It  is  unfortun  ate  that  there  is  not  a  copy  in  the  South 
Australian  Library.* 

— An  Interesting  Relic. — 

Mr.  A.  C.  Thomas  has  shown  us  a  small  compass,  remarkably 
well  preserved  and  in  good  order,  which  was  used  by  Col.  Light 
in  the  surveying  of  Adelaide.  It  was  given  by  the  founder  of  the 
city  to  the  late  Mr.  R.  G.  Thomas,  who  came  out  in  the  "Cygnet" 
and  joined  Col.  Light's  staff  in  Adelaide  The  valuable  relic  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  R.  G.  Thomas,  of  Mary  street,  Unley. 

•  The  Public  Librarj-  of  South  Australia  has  since  obtained  a  copv  of  Colonel 
Lisht'fl  "Sicilian  Soenerj'."  and  also  his  "Views  of  Pompeii."  Tw<>  representa- 
tive views  from  each  work  are  included  herein,  ^ee  pa^es  98,  100,  162,  and  184.  A 
descriptive    account   accompanies   each   illustration  in   the  original  volumes. 


This  chapter  was  subsequently  issued  in  pamphlet  form  by  the 
Proprietors  of  "The  Register"  in  1905,  and  a  later  edition  includ- 
ing a  report  of  the  unveiling  of  the  Statue  in  Victoria  Square,  was 
published  in  1906. 
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UGHT    STATUE    IN    VICTORIA    SQUARE. 
(To    face   p.    166.) 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


UNVEILING   LIGHT    STATUE    IN    VICTORIA    SQUARE. 

(Reprinted   from   the   Adelaide   "Advertiser"   of  November  28tli, 

1906.) 

In  the  presence  of  a  huge  crowd,  which  overflowed  into  Flin- 
ders street  on  the  one  side,  and  into  Franklin  street  on  the  other, 
the  statue  of  Colonel  Light,  situated  near  the  Post  OflBce  corner, 
King  William  street,  was  unveiled  by  His  Excellency  the  Gover- 
nor on  Tuesday  morning,  November  27th,  1906.  The  occasion  was 
one  of  singular  interest,  and  led  to  the  foregathering  of  a  large 
number  of  pioneers,  who  assembled  to  do  honour  to  the  memory 
of  the  distinguished  founder  of  the  city.  There  were  nonagenar- 
ians and  octogenarians,  whose  presence  lent  to  the  gathering  a 
flavouring  of  the  past.  Several  of  them  remembered  Colonel 
Light  in  the  flesh,  and  brought  with  them  memories  rich  with  the 
spoils  of  the  last  three  generations.  In  strong  contrast  to  these 
veterans  there  was  a  large  attendance  of  children,  who  have 
learned  in  their  school  textbooks  to  revere  the  name  of  him  whom 
it  was  sought  to  commemorate  in  a  manner  worthy  of  his  august 
services  to  the  State,  and  the  Empire.  All  classes  and  all  inte- 
rests were  represented,  and  the  proceedings  In  connection  with 
the  unveiling  ceremony  were  followed  with  the  closest  attention. 
A  temporary  platform  was  erected  on  the  north  side  of  the  monu- 
ment for  the  accommodation  of  those  who  were  officially  asso- 
ciated with  the  ceremony,  and  seats  were  found  here  for  the 
Mayor  of  Adelaide  (Mr.  Theodore  Bruce),  who  presided,  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  (Sir  George  Le  Hunte),  the  Chief  Justice 
(Sir  Samuel  Way),  the  Premier  (Hon.  T.  Price),  the  Treasurer 
(Hon  A.  H.  Peake),  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  (Hon.  L. 
O'Loughlin),  the  Chief  Secretary  (Hon.  A.  Kirkpatrick),  the  fol- 
lowing members  of  the  Colonel  Light  monument  committee: — Sir 
Edwin  Smith,  Hon.  J.  Lewis,  Aldermen  Downs,  Johnson,  and 
Wells,  Councillors  Baker,  Bonython,  Myers,  Pullin,  and  Sellar, 
M.P.,  Messrs.  R.  Kyffln  Thomas,  C.  E.  Owen  Smyth,  L.  H.  Sholl, 
and  H.  P.  Gill.  Others  on  the  dais  were  the  Town  Clerk  (Mr.  T. 
G.  Ellery),  the  Commissioner  of  Police  (Colonel  Madley),  Colonel 
Rowell,  C.B.,  Lieutenant-Colonel    Reade.     C.B.,    Captain     Ryder, 
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(A.D.C.),  Commissioner  Russell,  Alderman  Simpson,  Councillors 
Glover.  Sketheway,  Clucas,  Frinsdorf,  and  Isaacs.  Mr.  F.  W. 
Bullock,  I>r.  Richards,  Mr.  William  Finniss,  Mr.  J.  C.  Morphett, 
Mr.  I^aycock  (the  contratcor),  Messrs.  Wooldridge  and  Sibley  (the 
architects),  Mr.  Vicars  (the  city  surveyor),  and  others  Around 
the.  platform  there  was  an  enclosure,  with  rows  of  chairs  on  three 
sides.  These  were  occupied  by  pioneers,  and  a  number  of  influ- 
ential citizens.  The  Mayoress  (Mrs.  Bruce)  and  Lady  Way  were 
nnion.ir  those  in  the  front  Barriers  were  erected  outside  this 
enclosure  to  prevent  a  crush,  and  the  approach  from  King  Wil- 
liam street  on  the  nortli  was  guarded  by  a  double  file  of  men  of 
the  10th  A.I.R.,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Medlyn,  and  boys 
belonging  to  the  cadets  coi*ps,  under  the  command  of  Major  Neale. 
The  infantry  and  the  cadets  formed  a  guard  of  honour  for  His 
Excellency.  The  Governor  arrived  with  his  aide-de-camp  (Cap- 
tain Ryder)  at  11  o'clock,  and  was  preceded  by  some  10  minutes 
by  the  Chief  Justice  and  Lady  Way.  The  "Song  of  Australia" 
was  played  by  the  Military  Band  on  the  arrival  of  His  Honor, 
and  the  National  Anthem  followed  when  His  Excellency  arrived. 

The  scene  was  not  unworthy  of  the  great  Englishman  who 
was  uppermost  in  everybody's  thoughts  at  that  hour.  The  Aus- 
tralian States  have  parted  with  somewhat  of  the  pomp  and  cir- 
cumstance that  are  so  much  in  evidence  at  these  gatherings  in 
older  lands,  but  the  decorum,  approaching  almost  to  solemnity, 
which  marked  the  unveiling,  proved  that  the  people  of  South  Aus- 
tralia are  by  no  means  deficient  in  reverence  for  the  mighty  dead. 
The  proceedings  had  the  dignity  of  simplicity  and  earnestness. 
Silence,  as  was  befitting,  pervaded  the  throng,  and  although  notes 
of  jubilation  were  uttered  by  the  Military  Band  and  the  Town 
Hall  bells,  the  dominant  tone  was  one  of  sober  reflection,  such 
as  comes  over  a  spectator  amid  the  hallowed  associations  of  some 
ancient  cathedral.  In  the  presence  of  the  truly  great,  silence  is 
Indeed  golden,  for  it  the  most  eloquent  homage  that  can  be  paid  to 
a  man's  intrinsic  worth.  There  are  times  when  applause  is  un- 
seemly and  when  it  strikes  a  dissonant  chord,  and  the  founder  of 
Adelaide  has  long  since  gained  that  title  to  lasting  fame,  which 
renders  tlie  possessor  of  it  independent  of  applause. 

THE  SPEECHES. 
The  Mayor  said  he  regretted  extremely  that  they  were  not  to 
have  the  benefit  of  an  oration  from  the  Chief  Justice.  Unfortu- 
nately His  Honor's  time  wag  so  much  taken  up  with  the  oflicial 
duties  that  he  found,  it  Impossible  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the 
committee.    During  the  year  1891  the  fact  was  brought  very  forei- 
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bly  before  the  public  of  Adelaide  that  the  old  monument  erected 
in  Light  Square  was  showing  signs  of  decay,  and  many  were  the 
suggestions  as  to  how  Colonel  Light's  memory  should  be  per- 
petuated in  something  more  substantial  and  enduring  than  sand- 
stone. The  first  meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  Adelaide, 
on  Friday,  January  15,  1892,  and  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  F.  W. 
Bullock,  who  was  appointed  Chairman  of  the  committee,  the  late 
Sir  Henry  Ayers  being  appointed  hon.  treasurer,  and  the  Town 
Clerk  of  Adelaide,  the  late  Mr.  Worsnop,  hon.  secretary.  He 
was  pleased  to  note  that  three  members  of  the  first  committee, 
Messrs.  Aldermen  Johnson  and  Wells,  and  Councillor  Sellar,  were 
in  the  City  Council  at  the  present  time.  At  that  meeting  a  reso- 
lution was  carried: — "That  the  meeting  considers  it  is  desirable 
to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  late  Colonel  Light,  founder  of 
the  City  of  Adelaide,  by  the  erection  of  some  substantial  monu- 
ment in  the  city  for  that  purpose." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  subscribers  held  on  March  9,  1904,  Sir  E. 
T,  Smith  and  Mr.  R.  K.  Thomas  were  appointed  to  represent  the 
subscribers,  and  the  Government  appointed  Messrs.  L.  H.  Sholl 
and  C.  E.  Owen  Smyth,  while  the  City  Council  appointed  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen  Vardon  and  Wells,  and  Councillors  Baker, 
Bonython,  Cox,  Myers,  Ponder,  and  Pullin.  On  April  12,  1904, 
this  committee  appointed  a  sub-committee,  consisting  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen  Vardon  and  Wells,  Sir  E.  T.  Smith,  Messrs. 
R.  K.  Thomas,  C.  E.  Owen  Smyth,  and  L.  H.  Sholl,  and  the  Town 
Clerk  (Mr  Ellery)  to  take  the  whole  matter  into  consideration  and 
arrange  for  calling  for  designs.  At  the  meeting  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee on  April  26,  1904,  the  site  for  the  statue  of  Colonel  Light 
M-as  fixed  in  King  William  street,  at  its  present  position,  and  it 
was  also  directed  that  a  monument  be  erected  to  mark  the  resting 
place  of  Colonel  Light  in  Light  square.  The  City  Council  agreed 
to  this  on  May  9,  1904,  and  designs  for  the  monument  were  ex- 
amined by  the  committee,  and  that  submitted  by  Mr.  Jackman  se- 
lected. This  monument  was  erected  in  Light  Square,  and  un- 
veiled on  June  21,  1905.  At  a  meeting  of  the  general  committee 
on  December  23,  1904,  Mr,  Birnie  Rhind's  model  was  selected 
for  the  statue,  and  Messrs.  Garlick,  Sibley,  and  Wooldridge  were 
commissioned  to  prepare  the  pedestal.  The  sub-committee  which 
had  previously  carried  out  the  arrangements  for  the  memorial  in 
Light  square  was  reappointed  to  arrange  details  in  connection 
with  the  erection  of  the  statue,  the  cost  of  which  was 
£1,000,  whilst  the  pedestal  cost  £510.  In  February  last  an 
appeal  was  made  by  himself  (Mr.  Bruce),  as  Chairman  of  the 
committee,  for  additional  subscriptions  to  the  fund,  wMth  the  r^- 
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ftult  that  f2.j8  13/  was  received  by  the  committee.  Turning  to 
discuss  the  career  of  Colonel  Light,  Mr.  Bruce  remarked  that  du- 
ring the  nineteenth  centurj-  there  were  many  prominent  names 
connected  with  empire  building  by  the  British  nation  in  all  parts 
of  the  world.  There  were  the  names  of  Olive,  Hastings,  Sir 
John  McDonald,  Cecil  Rhodes,  and  others,  but  few  names  stood 
higher,  at  any  rate  in  South  Australia,  than  the  revered  and  re- 
spected name  of  Colonel  Light.  His  Worship  proceeded  to  give 
an  outline  of  Colonel  Light's  life,  and  said  he  considered  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Australia  ought  to  be  very  grateful  to  Colonel  Light 
for  his  determination  to  locate  the  city  on  the  site  it  now  occupied. 
In  his  opinion  Adelaide  was  better  laid  out  than  any  city  in  Aus- 
tralasia, and  better,  perhaps,  than  any  city  in  the  world.  The 
work  so  admirably  begun  by  Colonel  Light  and  his  colleagues 
had  been  worthily  carried  on  through  the  efforts  and  persever- 
ance of  a  noble  band  of  pioneers,  some  of  whom  they  were 
pleased  to  welcome  at  that  ceremony.  It  might  not  be  generally 
known,  but  it  was  nevertheless  a  fact,  that  Adelaide  was  the 
first  city  in  Australasia  to  have  a  corporation.  On  October  31,  it» 
1840,  the  first  election  for  the  first  City  Council  of  Adelaide  took 
place.  Its  first  Mayor  was  the  late  Sir  James  Hurtle  Fisher, 
whose  sons  might  be  worthily  looked  upon  as  pioneer  pastoralists, 
not  only  in  this  State,  but  in  northern  Queensland.  Sir  J.  H. 
Fisher  had  with  him  as  Aldermen  Mr.  A.  H.  Davis,  Mr.  Matthew 
Smillie,  and  Mr.  George  Stevenson.  Those  were  the  days  of 
small  things,  and  the  salaries  paid  were  not  such  as  would  find 
acceptance  with  the  official  stafle  of  the  City  Council  at  the  present 
day.  The  first  city  treasurer  was  the  late  respected  Sir  John 
Morphett,  for  many  years  the  President  of  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, whose  son,  Mr.  J.  O  Morphett,  was  with  them  that  day  It  was 
rather  amusing  to  notice  from  the  historian  of  that  time  that  Sir 
John  deposited  as  security  for  the  due  fulfilment  of  his  duties 
grants  of  town  acres  Nos.  630,  660,  and  663,  which  to-day  had  an 
approximate  value  of  £5,000.  That  was  not  bad  security  for  a 
gentleman,  who  was  receiving  the  munificent  salary  of  £52  10/ 
per  annum.  The  late  Sir  George  Strickland  Kingston,  many  years 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  was  appointed  surveyor  and 
collector,  and  he  was  sure  that  had  his  health  permitted  Mr.  C. 
C.  Kingston,  his  son,  would  have  attended  the  unveiling  ceremonj . 
Having  secured  an  Englishman  as  treasurer,  and  an  Irishman  as 
surveyor,  he  supposed  the  council  thought  it  would  be  a  wise 
thing  to  introduce  among  its  officers  one  possessing  a  little  of  that 
caution  which  was  said  to  be  a  strong  characteristic  of  the  Scot. 
Therefore  they  elected  to  the  position  of  Town  Clerk  the  late  Mr. 
David  Spence.  to  whom  they  Avere  indebted,  not  only  for  the  care- 
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ful  manner  in  which  he  watched  over  the  interests  of  the  young 
municipality,  but  for  the  fact  that  he  left  behind  him  in  the  per- 
son of  Miss  Catherine  Spence  a  lady  who  for  many  years  hau 
worked  in  the  interests  of  common  humanity,  and  had  given  an 
immense  amount  of  time  to  the  unravelling  of  social  problems 
for  ■  the  benefit  and  uplifting  of  the  poorer  section  of  the  com- 
munity. In  concluding,  the  Mayor  asked  the  Governor,  on  be- 
half of  the  citizens  of  Adelaide  and  the  public  of  South  Australia 
to  unveil  the  statue  of  him  who,  under  the  aegis  of  the  Southern 
Cross,  founded  a  city  in  which,  as  loyal  subjects  of  King  Edward 
and  members  of  the  great  British  Empire,  they  had  found  happy, 
contented,  and  peaceful  homes.      (Cheers.) 

THE     GOVERNOR'S     ADDRESS. 

His  Excellency  said: — On  the  last  occasion  when  I  was  asked 
to  perform  the  ceremouj'  of  unveiling  a  statue  it  was  in  memory 
of  those  who  had  carried  the  honour  of  Australia,  and  who  car- 
ried their  lives  also,  and  laid  them  down  in  a  distant  land  in  de- 
fence of  the  Empire  (Cheers.)  On  the  present  occasion  we  are 
met  here  to  do  honour  to  one  who  brought  honour  to  South  Aus- 
tralia, and  found  his  last  home  with  us.  The  speech  of  the  Mayor 
and  the  beautifully  written  articles  which  you  have  read  in  the 
newspapers  of  to-day  have  left  me  very  little  to  say.  It  would 
only  be  taking  up  your  time  unnecessarily  if  I  were  to  say  much 
on  the  subject  of  Colonel  Light's  life.  It  struck  me  that  he  pos- 
sessed in  a  remarkable  way  the  grandest  combination  of  profes- 
sions that  England  or  any  other  part  of  the  Empire  can  produce — 
he  was  a  sailor,  a  soldier,  and  a  civil  servant.  (Cheers.)  He  was 
a  man  of  courage,  with  a  knowledge  of  his  profession  to  the 
smallest  detail.  He  had  courage  as  a  sailor,  courage  as  a  soldier, 
and  courage  as  a  civil  servant.  When  he  knew  he  was  right  no- 
thing could  make  him  waver.  It  is  due  only  to  Colonel  Light's 
great  strength  of  principle  that  we  are  met  here  to-day,  and  not 
somewhere  else  less  suitable.  Colonel  Light  only  wavered  once, 
when  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  him  by  those  in  the 
highest  authority.  His  judgment  was  questioned,  and  for  once  he 
wavered,  and  went  down  with  the  Governor  to  select  a  site  for 
the  'City  of  Adelaide  nearer  the  sea.  But  his  unerring  eye  and 
knowledge  of  engineering  told  him  that  it  was  not  suitable,  be- 
cause, in  case  of  flood,  the  Torrens  would  overflow  and  inundate 
the  city.  He,  therefore  went  back  to  the  site  he  had  at  first 
selected.  (Cheers.)  It  was  an  unfortunate  thing  that  he  was  not 
allowed  to  carry  out  his  first  wish,  and  this  only  illustrates  a 
lesson   which   England   has  never  learned,  and   which   I  do  not 
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tliink  slie  ever  will.  1  hope,  however,  that  Austialia  will  learn  it 
by  force  of  example.  To  interfere  with  the  man  on  the  spot  is  a 
most  fatal  blundei*.  (Cheers.)  Uol.  Light  was  a  man  above  all 
others  to  be  trusted,  and  he  should  never  have  been  interfered 
with.  It  was  an  unfortunate  moment  when  it  was  decided  to  send 
Sir  George  Kingston  to  England  in  connection  with  the  surveys. 
He  came  back  with  the  instructions  that  they  were  to  be  done  in 
a  certain  way,  and  that  if  Col.  Light  did  not  obey  the  instructions 
Sir  George  Kingston  should  supersede  him.  And  that  killed  Col. 
Light.  But  we  do  not  wish  to  recollect  the  unhappy  features  to- 
day. I  wish  Col.  Light  were  here  to-day  and  could  contrast  the 
present  position  of  Adelaide  wuth  what  it  was  in  his  day,  thanks 
to  tlie  Mayor  and  the  corporation,  and  their  predecessors  in  oflftce. 
(Cheers.)  They  have  all  done  much  to  add  to  the  natural  beauties 
of  the  city  and  have  carried  out  works  "which  I  believe  would  have 
been  in  accordance  with  Col.  Light's  wishes.  Adelaide's  first  Sur- 
veyor-General could  have  drawn  them  a  picture  of  the  city  as  it 
was  70  years  ago.  There  were  50  houses,  100  huts,  and  a  popula- 
tion of  250  people.  To-day  I  believe  the  population  is  40,000.  I 
cannot  tell  you  the  number  of  houses,  but  I  believe  the  assessed 
value  is  close  upon  half  a  million  sterling,  excluding  the  suburbs. 
Our  municipal  treasury  is  an  overflowing  one.  There  was 
a  time  in  the  earliest  days  of  the  city,  however,  when 
the  treasurer  had  to  keep  his  safe  In  a  tent,  w^itched  over  at 
night  by  a  dnmken  marine.  (Laughter.)  The  first  treasurer  re- 
marked once  that  it  would  not  be  of  much  consequence  if  the  safe 
was  robbed  because  it  only  contained  1/6.  (Renewed  laughter.) 
What  a  contrast  to  the  present  position!  A  beautiful  healthy 
city— healthy  because  of  its  being  laid  out  by  that  splendid  sur- 
veyor, Col.  Light.  (Cheers.)  The  park  lands,  which  separate  the 
«ity  from  Its  pretty  suburbs,  all  make  for  health  and  wealth.  If 
Col.  Light  could  see  all  this  I  know  he  would  pronounce  that  it  is 
good.  (Cheers.)  I  am  greatly  pleased  to  see  so  many  of  the  old 
pioneers  here.  Many  of  them,  I  believe,  were  contemporaries  of 
Col.  Light.  (A  Voice — "I  have  seen  him,  sir.")  Well,  Tve  envy 
you,  sir.  (Cheers.)  AVe  are  all  sorry— and  particularly  the  old 
pioneers— because  of  the  absence  of  one  w^ho  would  have  been  a 
most  honoured  member  of  our  audience.  I  refer  to  our  late  be- 
loved Dean  Marry  at— (hear,  hear) — who  passed  away  a  short  time 
ago.  I  feel  proud  of  the  distinction  that  has  been  accorded  me  by 
being  asked  to  unveil  this  statue  to-day,  and  I  feel  honoured  be- 
cause of  the  position  I  hold  among  you.  Were  it  not  for  the  aca- 
dent  that  the  appointment  w^as  already  given  away  to  that  gallant 
sailor,  Capt.  Hindmarsh— afterwards  Governor  Hindmarsh— the 
ceremony  to-day  would  be  the  unveiling  of  a  statue  of  Col.  Light, 
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tbe  first  Goveruor  of  South  Australia.  (Cheers.)  As  founder  of 
Adelaide,  his  name  will  live  from  generation  to  generation,  and 
never  be  forgotten.    (Loud  cheers.) 

THE  STATUE  UNVEILED. 

The  large  assemblage  then  rose  and  uncovered  their  heads. 

His  Excellency,  removing  the  veil  from  the  statue,  said — "In 
the  name  of  the  King  and  on  behalf  of  the  State  of  South  Aus- 
tralia, I  unveil  this  statue  of  the  founder  of  Adelaide.*' 

The  Grovernor  called  for  cheers  for  the  King,  Col.  Light,  and 
Adelaide,  and  the  x'esponse  was  loud  and  enthusiastic. 

At  the  instance  of  Sir  Samuel  Way  cheers  were  also  given  for 
the  Governor. 

His  Excellency,  addressing  the  Mayor,  concluded  by  saying— 
**I  ask  you  to  accept  this  statue,  and  keep  it  in  the  safe  care  of 
the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  Adelaide  for  ever."   (Cheers.) 

The  Mayor,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens,  accepted  the  statue. 

THANKING  THE  CO^dMITTEE. 

The  Premier  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Colonel  Light  Me- 
morial Committee  for  having  carried  out  the  work  entrusted  to 
them.  He  understood  the  executive  committee  consisted  of  the 
Mayor,  Cr.  Bonython,  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Buildings  (Mr. 
C.  Owen  Smyth),  Mr.  R.  K.  Thomas,  and  Mr.  H.  P.  Gill,  and  that 
the  other  members  of  the  committee  were  Sir  E.  T.  Smith,  Alder- 
men Downs,  Johnson,  and  Wells,  Crs.  Baker,  Myer,  Pullin,  and 
Sellar,  the  Under  Secretary  (Mr.  L.  H.  ShoU),  the  Hon.  J.  Lewis, 
and  the  Town  Clerk  (■Vlr.  T.  G.  Ellery),  who  acted  as  Secretary. 
Their  warmest  thanks  were  due  to  the  committee  for  the  admir- 
able manner  in  which  they  had  carried  out  their  onerous  duties. 
They  had  done  splendidly  with  the  money  at  their  disposal— an 
amount  of  £2,000,  half  of  which  was  a  subsidy  from  the  Govern- 
ment, £500  from  the  City  Corporation,  and  the  balance  from 
private  subscriptions.  With  that  the  committee  first  erected  a 
monument  in  Light  square,  and  with  the  balance  of  the  money 
they  had  erected  the  statue  in  the  centi'e  of  the  city.  They  had 
pleasure  in  expressing  to  the  committee  their  appreciation  of  their 
labours  and  entire  satisfaction  with  their  work.  They  were  there 
that  day  to  declare  without  a  dissentient  voice  all  honour  to  Col. 
Light.  That  he  deserved  all  the  honour  they  could  give  him  was 
clearly  manifest  from  the  histoiy  of  the  city.  The  letter  of  in- 
structions from  the  Commissioners,  dated  March  S,  1836,  showed 
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Low  completely  the  respoiiisibility  of  selecting  the  site  for  the  city 
was  left  to  Col.  Light.  Paragraph  15  read — "Although  the  Com- 
missioners leave  the  decision  of  this  important  question  entirely  tn 
your  hands,  it  is  their  desire  that  should  His  Excellency  the  Go- 
vernor arrive  sufl^iently  early  in  the  colony  you  will  confer  with 
him  on  the  subject,  and  pay  due  regard  to  his  opinion  and  sugges- 
tions, without  however  yielding  to  any  influence  which  will  have 
the  effect  of  divesting  you  in  any  way  of  the  whole  responsibility 
of  the  decision.  The  Commissioners  think  they  may  also  assist 
you  by  stating  the  grounds  on  Avhich  they  conceive  your  decision 
ought  to  rest.  The  Commissioners  a^-e  of  opinion  that  the  best 
.site  for  the  first  town  will  be  that  which  combines  in  the  highest 
degree  the  following  advantages: — '1.  A  commodious  harbour, 
safe  and  accessible  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  2.  A  considerable 
tract  of  fertile  land  immediately  adjoining.  3.  An  abundant  supply 
of  fresh  water.  4.  Facilities  for  internal  communication, 
o.  Facilities  for  communication  with  other  parts.  0. 
Distance  from  the  limits  of  the  colony  as  a  means  of  avoiding 
interference  from  without  in  the  principle  of  colonization.  7.  The 
neighbourhood  of  extensive  sheepwalks.'  The  above  are  of  primary 
importance.  '8.  A  supply  of  building  materials,  as  timber,  stone, 
or  brick,  earth,  and  lime.  9.  Facilities  for  drainage.  10.  CoaL'  " 
How  fully  and  completely  the  City  of  Adelaide  combined  all  these 
advantages,  except  coal,  every  one  there  was  prepared  to  testify. 
To  use  Col.  Light's  own  words,  "The  geographical  position  of  the 
jpresent  site  cannot  be  disputed,  except  by  those  who  are  deter- 
mined to  find  fault  and  raise  clamour  from  motives  too  con- 
temptible to  think  of.  The  greater  quantity  of  good  land,  good 
sheepwalks.  good  fresh  water,  a  good  harbour,  best  line  of  com- 
munication with  the  Murray-,  and  the  frequent  showers  we  saw 
on  the  Mount  Lofty  Range,  even  in  the  months  of  November  and 
December,  gave  me  certain  proof  that  here  we  stood  in  no  fear  of 
these  droughts  so  much  complained  of  in  New  Holland — these 
were  my  reasons  for  selecting  this  spot  as  the  best  that  could  be 
found.  This  will,  I  am  sure,  be  one  of  the  finest  plains  in  the 
world."  Col.  Light  went  on  to  say:— "Deeply  feeling  the  import- 
nnce  of  the  trust  imposed  upon  me  by  the  'Commissioners  when 
they  confided  solely  to  me  the  task  of  selecting  a  site  for  the  capi- 
tal of  this  province;  and  feeling  yet  more  the  fact  that  the  well- 
being  of  thousands  is  now  connected  with,  and  may,  in  a  great 
measure,  depend,  upon  the  correctness  of  the  decision  I  then  made, 
I  am  anxious,  if  possible,  to  convince  the  Commissioners  and  the 
public  that  I  endeavoured  scrupulously  to  do  my  duty,  and  that  my 
exertions  have  been  conscientiously  directed  to  the  good  of  the 
colony."    Col.  Light  was  a  brave  soldier  who  won  distinction  under 
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Wellington.  They  wouW,  be  was  «u^'e,  agree  with  him  that  "Peace 
hath  her  victories  no  less  renowned  than  war,"  and  that  his  selec- 
tion of  the  site  of  the  City  of  Adelaide  was  a  brilhant  victory  ot 
genius;  its  development  into  beautiful  Adelaide  a  victory  of  peace, 
which  conferred  as  much — if  not  more — honour  than  his  dis- 
tinguished military  services  on  the  Peninsula.  The  correspondence 
of  the  time  was  generally  very  adverse  to  Col.  Light's  selection  of 
the  site  for  Adelaide.  The  distance  from  the  sea  was  urged  as  a 
fatal  objection.  The  cry  was  raised,  "Bring  the  ship  to  our  doors." 
One  letter,  emanating  from  high  quarters,  said,  "Adelaide  may  be 
chosen,  we  may  erect  houses,  and  commence  canals  to  connect  it 
with  the  sea,  and  some  fine  morning  may  bring  us  the  news  that 
at  Encounter  Bay,  or  Boston  Bay,  or  at  Point  Drummond,  or  iii 
Spencer's  Gulf  a  splendid  harbour,  with  abundance  of  fine  land, 
has  been  discovered.  What  then  becomes  of  Adelaide?"  Col. 
Light's  reply  was: — "In  my  opinion,  neither  the  fineness  of  the 
morning,  nor  such  a  discovery,  would  affect  the  increase  and  pros- 
perity of  the  present  site."  And  in  reply  to  the  further  question— 
"Will  its  being  the  seat  of  Government  save  it?" — ^the  gallant 
colonel's  answer  was,  "Most  certainly,  with  the  advantages  it 
possesses,  and  provided  the  Government  is  good."  If  Col.  Light 
could  rise  from  his  grave  he  would  say  that  Adelaide  was  no^y 
certainly  the  success  he  foresaw,  as  every  aspiration  of  his— even 
that  referring  to  the  Government— was  abundantly  satisfied.  There 
could  be  no  more  fitting  date  for  the  unveiling  of  this  statue  than 
November  27,  for  it  was  exactly  70  years  ago  that  Col.  Light  prac- 
tically decided — notwithstanding  all  opposition— to  adopt  the  pre- 
sent site  for  the  City  of  Adelaide.  On  November  24,  1836,  Col. 
Light  went  from  the  Port  River  to  Holdfast  Bay,  and  there  re- 
ceived a  most  favourable  report  from  Mr.  Kingston  on  the  country 
on  the  Adelaide  Plains,  and  haying  already,  from  his  own  personal 
examination,  almost  made  up  his  mind  to  fix  the  site  where  it  now 
was,  he  came  to  the  definite  conclusion  on  November  25,  70  years 
ago,  that  this  should  be  the  capital  town  of  South  Australia.  I,t 
was  only  right  that  they  should  remember  that  he  received  yeo- 
man service  from  Mr.  Kingston,  the  Assistant  Surveyor-General, 
afterwards  Sir  George  Kingston,  the  father  of  the  Right  Honor- 
able C.  C.  Kingston,  from  Mr.  B.  T.  Flnniss,  who  was  Assistant 
Surveyor,  and  whose  son  he  was  pleased  to  see  there  that  day. 
Col.  Light  also  mentioned  the  names  of  Mr.  Neale,  an  assistant 
surveyor,  as  assisting  in  the  city  sun^ey,  and  there  were  two  other 
assistant  surveyors,  Messrs.  Hardy  and  Cannan.  November  should 
ever  be  remembered  as  a  redJetter  day  in  the  history  of  South 
Australia.  It  was  in  almost  precisely  such  a  November  as  they 
had  had  this  year  that  'Col.  Light,  by  a  stroke  of  genius,  pitched 
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open  absolutely  the  best  spot  in  South  Australia  for  its  capital. 
Singularly  enough,  he  was  somewhat  guided  in  his  selection  by 
the  fact  that  from  November  11  to  November  20  there  was  a  suc- 
cession of  gales  and  thunderstorms,  and  he  recorded  in  his  diary 
his  surprise  and  delight  at  finding  such  wintry  weather  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  The  actual  pegging-out  of  the  streets  and  allot- 
ments was  commenced  on  January  11,  was  completed  on  March  10, 
and  on  March  23.  1837,  the  purchasers  took  possession  of  their 
blocks.  There  were  no  doubt  present  with  them  that  day  many 
old  colonists  and  their  sons  and  daughters,  w^ho  could  readily  feel 
the  greatest  pride  and  satisfaction  at  this  recognition,  tardy  though 
It  had  been,  of  Col.  Light  and  his  splendid  service  to  South  Aus- 
tralia, in  the  honour  of  whicli,  in  a  secondary  degree,  perhaps,  so 
niiiny  of  them  deserved  to  share.  He  had  much  pleasure  in 
moving  '-That  our  very  hearty  and  best  thanks  are  given  to  the 
committee  for  so  successfully  and  so  satisfactorily  carrying  out 
the  work  entrusted  to  them." 

Mr.  Joseph  Fisher  had  great  pleasure  in  seconding  the  motion. 
It  was  fitting  that  he  should  take  part  in  the  proceedings,  because 
he  had  seen  Col.  Light.  (Voices — "So  have  I.")  He  was  one  of 
the  few  left  who  saw  the  funeral  of  the  colonel  in  the  middle  of 
the  square  that  bore  Col.  Light's  name,  and  he  was  also  present  at 
the  laying  of  the  foundation-stone  and  the  unveiling  of  the  old 
monument.  Another  reason  why  it  was  appropriate  that  he  should 
be  there  was  that  he  served  on  the  first  committee  formed  to  bring 
about  the  present  statue,  and  he  had  acted  as  joint  treasurer  with 
Mr.  F.  W.  Bullock  after  the  death  of  Sir  Henry  Ayers.  The  com- 
mittee tried  for  years  to  get  the  Government  and  the  City  Council 
to  produce  their  promised  contributions  to  enable  them  to  secure 
the  statue.  Year  after  year  they  tried  without  result,  and  then 
with  Mr.  Bullock  he  threw  up  the  sponge  and  handed  over  the 
afTalrs  to  the  committee  who  had  brought  the  scheme  to  a  success- 
ful issue.  The  site  selected  by  Col.  Light  was  a  wonderful  in- 
stance of  foresight,  almost  amounting  to  inspiration,  because  the 
work  was  performed  under  great  ditfitculties,  as  the  plains  were  all 
covered  vrith  trees  at  that  time.  If  Col.  Light  could  now  see  the 
fine  city,  with  its  magnificent  streets  and  buildings,  he  would  be 
lost  In  admiration.  He  would  like  to  remind  them  that  there  were 
other  colonists  whoso  eminent  services  were  deserving  of  recogni- 
tion, and  in  the  forefront  of  these  ranks  were  the  names  of  the 
Inte  Sir  R.  R.  Torrens,  the  originator  of  the  Real  Property  Act,  and 
Mr.  Ridley,  the  inventor  of  the  reaping  machine,  whose  work  had 
been  of  inestimable  value  to  the  State. 
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Sir  Samuel  Way  (Chief  Justice)  said  Adelaide  was  now  iu 
possession  of  a  statue  of  its  founder,  which  those  present  who 
knew  him  in  the  flesh  could  testify  was  a  lifelike  presentment 
of  the  man,  and  it  was  equally  successful  as  a  work  of  art.  He 
thought  they  ought  to  carry  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Mayor  and 
members  of  the  committee  for  the  good  work  they  had  done. 

The  suggestion  was  given  effect  to  with  cheers. 

Mr.  R.  Kyffin  Thomas,  in  acknowledging  the  vote  of  thanks  on 
behalf  of  the  executive  committee,  said  he  and  his  colleagues  felt 
amply  rewarded  for  their  labours  by  the  knowledge  that  they  had 
been  the  means  of  enabling  the  city  to  possess  such  a  noble  monu- 
ment. The  present  committee  could  not  take  the  whole  of  the 
credit,  as  they  had  been  preceded  by  others,  who  had  worked  hard 
and  collected  a  large  amount  of  money. 

At  the  instance  of  the  Governor,  cheers  were  given  for  the 
King,  the  sculptor  (Mr.  Birnie  Rhind),  and  the  Mayor,  and  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Chief  Justice  cheers  were  given  for  the 
Governor. 

His  Excellency  returned  thanks  and  asked  for  a  half-holiday 
for  the  boys  who  had  formed  the  guard  of  honour. 

The  proceedings  then  terminated. 
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